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ABSTRACT

Kim, Chung Han
2018 “A Study of Mission Mobilization of the Korean-American Churches in North
America.” Fuller Theological Seminary, School of Intercultural Studies. Doctor
of Missiology. 194 pp.

This is a study on mission mobilization of Korean churches in North America. The
purpose of this research is to determine five components that work as catalysts for world mission
and especially of Korean-American churches in North America. The subjective contents were
studied biblically, missiologically, and in view of the status of today’s world mission. An
effective strategy for mobilizing world mission through sending out Korean-Americans as
missionaries will be proposed from this research. The following important questions must be
raised by this research. First, what is the biblical perspective of mission mobilization? Second,
what is the missiological perspective of mission mobilizaton? Third, what is the historical
perspective of mission mobilization? Fourth, what are the assets and problems of the Korean-
American churches in North America in relation to mission mobilization?

The content of this research is divided into three parts and seven chapters. The first part is
literature review, the second is field research, and the third covers change dynamics. The first
chapter is the introduction describing the background, purpose, goals, importantance, central
research issue, research questions, delimitation, definitions of the terms used, methodology, and
the outlines of this research. Chapter two discusses a biblical perspective on mission mobilization.
Chapter three discusses a missiological perspective on mission mobilization. Chapter four
discusses the historical perspective on mission mobilization. Chapter five analyzes mission

mobilization of Korean-Ameican churches in North America. Chapter six discusses the strategy



of mission mobilization of the Korean-American churches in the Unted States of America.

Chapter seven is the conclustion of this research.

Mentor: Timothy K. Park, Ph.D. 254 words
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TEXT OF SUMMARY

CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

This dissertation is about mobilizing Korean-American churches in North America for
world mission. Korean-American churches in North America posess spiritual, personnel, and
financial means to play a major role in the world mission of the twenty-first century. However,
Korean-American churches in North America have not developed the ability to do world mission
with their full potential. This writer sees this problem as a lack of proper mission mobilization
strategy on the part of Korean-American churches in North America. Mission mobilization is a
very important issue for the world mission movement. A proper mobilization for mission is the
key to successful world mission by Korean-American churches in North America; therefore,
every Korean-American church should establish a mission group after proper; effective
missionary mobilization is understood. Korean-American churches in North America therefore
must continuously discover and send out licensed ministers and professional lay missionaries
who have been called to do mission.

The goal of this research is to present an effective missionary mobilization strategy to the
Korean-American churches in North America. This dissertation is made up of seven chapters,
including an introduction and main body. After the introduction in the first chapter, the second
chapter continues with the description of mission mobilization from a biblical perspective.
Chapter three describes a missiological perspective on mission mobilization. Chapter four
describes a historical perspective on mission mobilization. Chapter five describes a situational

perspective on mission mobilization. Chapter six analyzes the present condition of mission
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mobilization by Korean-American churches in North America. Chapter seven gives a short

summary of this report as a conclusion, as well as the recommendations for further research.

116



CHAPTER 2

BIBLICAL PERSPECTIVE ON MISSION MOBILIZATION

The second chapter describes the mobilization of mission in a biblical perspective. It is
divided into six parts. The first is a biblical perspective on mission mobilization. The second is a
review of mission mobilization through history. Mission mobilization by God revealed through
history shows much diversity. Among the recorded incidents in the Bible, the goal of God’s
mission mobilization was to share God with all nations. The third part discusses the appearance of
mission mobilization in Psalms and other biblical poetry. The central message of Psalms and
other biblical poetry is the duty of Israel doing mission with Gentile nations. Through literary
means, the appropriateness of Israel as a nation being mobilized to do mission is well expressed.
The fourth part of this chapter contends that through prophetic writings in the Old Testament,
mobilization appeared through history. God directly mobilized people for this purpose. God
mobilized a Jewish servant girl in captivity to heal Nahman from leprosy, as well as using the
immigrant Jews who left their homeland for Babylonia to do mission. The fifth part discusses
mission mobilization in Old Testament prophetic books. God mobilized people for mission
through historical events that occurred because of politics and international liaisons. The prophets
who transcended borders and time were anointed by God and mobilized for mission because of
national and historical events. The sixth part of this chapter explains an understanding of mission
mobilization in the New Testament. In the New Testament, the biblical basis for mission
mobilization can be discovered through the ministry of Jesus Christ and how he mobilized for
mission. In the Old Testament, God mobilized his servants for mission, but in the New

Testament, God’s Son Jesus Christ became incarnate to do mission. A method of Christ’s mission
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mobilization in the New Testament as Jesus began his ministry was making a mission team. The
Lord selected twelve disciples and trained them instead of many. His first ministry was

recruitment for making a mission minded community.
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CHAPTER 3

MISSIOLOGICAL PERSPECTIVE ON MISSION
MOBILIZATION

Chapter three describes a missiological perspective on mission mobilization. There are
four characteristics found in theological mission mobilization. First, when God works to mobilize
for mission, the recruited person perspective on the world changes. Second, their perspective
toward all nations changes. Third, when they start to do mission, the Lord Jesus anoints them
with spiritual power and authority. Fourth, lay person and clergy are both mobilized for mission.

The following are four definitions of mission. First, Gailyn Van Rheenen defined mission
as “all of God’s work to harmonize the relationship between God and sinful man.” Second,
Donald A. McGavern defined mission as “sharing the gospel to people of different culture who
do not know Jesus Christ so they can receive Jesus as Savior. Furthermore, they need to become
responsible member of a church, so that they can be led by the Holy Spirit to evangelize others,
live righteous, and work hard to make God’s will to be done on earth as it is in heaven through
God’s kingdom getting established on earth. Third, David J. Bosch defined mission as having “a
relationship with crossing the border. Mission is a task from God upon the church for saving the
entire world. Mission is a task of church being active, living for community, transparent, and
coming out from within (‘Hogandaik’) toward the world.” Fourth, Charles Van Engen said,
“God’s mission is people of God going to a place where there is no church, to where there is no
faith, deliberately going over the barriers for people to make peace with God, others, and the
world. In this chapter, mission is defined as “the gospel of Jesus Christ, starting with individual
salvation, crossing geographical and cultural borders to where there is no church. The gospel

must be deliberately increased among the Gentiles of other cultures in all the mission activities of
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people who were cut off from God achieving peace with God through hearing the gospel of Jesus

Christ and repentance.”
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CHAPTER 4

HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE ON MISSION MOBILIZATION

This chapter describes a historical perspective on mission mobilization. This chapter
describes five parts of history in mission mobilization. First, it discusses mission mobilization
hidden in church history. When God initiates mission, His very first act is always mission
mobilization. Mission mobilization therefore has been an inseperable part of God’s ministry as
the church grew throughout history and in the history of mission. The second part of this chapter
discusses mobilization for mission history with William Carey and John Raleigh Mott. Carey and
Mott must be studied to understand modern history of mission. Their influence upon world
mission was great as a missionary evangelist and a movement for mission mobilization. The third
part of this chapter analyzes pastors of Korean-American churches in North America who
influenced mission mobilization by ministering with world mission in mind at Korean immigrant
churches since the inception of the church. Through their church ministry, they challenged other
Korean churches in North America to do misson. Missionaries from the actual mission field
connected to the church visited the church and challenged church members to do mission. This is
how Korean churches started doing mission. The senior pastor made this possible by building the
foundation for mission inside the church. Pastors Kwang Shin Kim, Won Sang Lee, Dong Sung
Lim, Sang Jin Jung were the four pioneers of this movement. The fourth part of this chapter
introduces Korean pastors in Korea who influenced Korean-American churches to beomce
involved in world mission, including pastors and educators Cho Dong Jin, Kim Jun Gon, Kim Eul
Whan, and Kim Hwal Ran. The fifth part of this chapter introduces an understanding of networks

for mission mobilization by Korean-American churches in North America. Mission information
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networks directly connect with the ability of transmitting mission information among Korean-
American churches. Mission information is becoming an important asset for Korean American

churches for mobilizing world mission.
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CHAPTER5

STATES OF MISSION MOBILIZATION BY KOREAN
CHURCHES OF NORTH AMERICA AND ITS ANALYSIS

Chpater five describes field research observations of Korean-American churches’ mission
mobilization abilities. The field research assigns numerical values to the mission mobilization
abilities of Korean-American churches, which is not typically seen. The purpose is to measure the
mission mobilization ability of the churches. This research consists of eight parts. 1. background
of field analysis; 2. new mission movement and reforming mission mobilization for Korean
churches in North America through field research; 3. five Separate Main Contents of the Survey
for Field Analysis; 4. basic design of field analysis; 5. purpose of survey; 6. distribution of
Korean churches in North America and the necessity of mission community movement by small
and med-size churches; 7. observing the structure of Korean-American churches in North
America for Mission Mobilization; 8. two types of network for mobilizing professional lay
person missionaries by Korean churches in North America. The purpose for the survey was to
find out the potential for mission mobilization by Korean-American churches in North America
and to test the effectiveness of this survey method. Survey questions were drafted to determine
five different areas for mission mobilization: pastors’ ability for mission; empathy of church
members for mission; churches’ ability for mission mobilization; churches’ ability to reproduce
for mission; financial strength for mission. After this interview and survey conducted with
Korean pastors ministering in Korean immigrant churches, recommendations will be made for
increasing mission leadership, empathy for mission, ability to mobilize for mission, mission

reproduction ability, and financial strength for and dedication to mission.
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CHAPTER 6

STRATEGY OF MISSION MOBILIZATION FOR KOREAN
CHURCHES IN NORTH AMERICA

In this chapter, a general plan for mission mobilization by small and mid-size Korean-
American churches in North America will be discussed. Small churches can focus on mission
regardless of their size. Such a movement can be called, “Mission Church Unity Movement.” A
missionary revival team can be formed by currently active missionaries. They can assist small
churches to participate in mission. As the movement for mission community develops, young
people should be candidates for short-term missions, and retired lay people should be professional
missionary candidates.

Korean mission mobilization has not changed in the last thirty years. It is currently
outdated and inappropriate for today’s changing world. This research will focus on three matters
to rescue Korean mission mobilization through reforming and revolutionizing its structure. First,
the internet should be untilized for mission mobilization. Second, small and mid-size churches
should be mobilized for increasing mission movement. Third, professional lay missionaries
should become the focal point of the mission mobilization and mission training while internet
training should be established for distant learning.

Mission mobilization has become the most important issue facing Korean churches in
North America regarding mission. Church growth in size and quantity is no longer a priority for
Korean churches. It is now time for Korean churches to do mission which is the essence of the
church regardless of size. Retired church members should become professional missionaries and
go out to the mission field as the doors are closing for regular missionaries. In Korean-American

churches, the number of retired professional church members who immigrated to America thirty
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to forty years ago has increased tremendously. Furthermore, Korean churches should no longer
focus on merely growing in size. Even if they are small, churches should participate in mission

movements that can help them become strong.
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CHAPTER 7

CONCLUSION

The conclusion of this research suggests that for a grand scale national mission
mobilization movement to happen beginning with mission movements by Korean-American
churches in North America, two types of network must be developed. Effective and up-to-date
methods for mission must be applied to solve the problems that exist in today’s mission field.
First, a movement must start to mobilize professional laypeople for mission. This study
recommends that Korean-American churches in North America focus on mobilizing retired
church members to be sent out as missionaries. This mission mobilization should develop into a
social network in every region inclusive of all denominations. The second type of network should
mobilize small and mid-size Korean churches, which make up 90% of all 4,421 Korean churches
in North America, to participate in world mission through the Mission Church United Movement.
This study recommends that through internet social networks, small and mid-size churches can be
mobilized for mission. In order to participate in the Mission Church Unity Movement, churches
must develop mission mobilization reproduction abilities, and for this to happen, there are five
essential matters: leadership of pastor; empathy for mission by church members; ability to
reproduce mission; and the ability to financially support mission.

Through this research, a strategy has been proposed for effective mission mobilization in
an ever changing world which meets the character and circumstancs of Korean churches in North
America.

This study has been concerned with mission mobilization of Korean-American churches

in North America, but it was limited to the United States. | recommend further study of the
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missionary movements of Canadian Korean churches to form a more comprehensive study on the

missionary movement of North American Korean churches.
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