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Abstract

The Role of Community in Spiritual Growth: with Speclal Reference to
the Circult in the Korean Methodist Church
Jae Jun Baek
Doctor of Ministry
2007
School of Theology, Fuller Theological Seminary

Forean churches have grown remarkably in the last few decades.
However, today Eorean churches are facing various critical situations. The
most widegpread phenomena are declining church membership and weakened
church leadership. These problems increase the nominality of Christians in
Eorea. But I think these ecritical situations can be an opportunity for Korean
churches to experience authentic revival that is lead by a spiritual movement.

Therefore this research seeks the renewal of Korean churches,
especlally the Eorean Methodist churches, This paper has three objectives:
first, to examine the meaning and importance of gpiritual growth in the
minigtryv field: second, to present svstems and curriculum in churech
communities for promoting spiritual growth: and third, to work out strategies
that can be applied in the field of ministry.

In order to meet these three objective, regearch was conducted in four
main areas:

1. The initial research defines the meaning of gpiritual growth hased on
the Bible and observes the relationship between spiritual erowth and the
church community. The purpose of salvation 1z in the sanctified lifebeing like
and following Jesus Chrigt. Therefore salvation is the place of departure for

apiritual growth. And spiritual growth occurs more in communal surroundines.
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If churches promote gpiritual growth in community, it increases the gpiritual
maturity of the memhbers and of the community itself.

Z. Theological research was also undertaken, understanding the small
group ag a community for spiritual growth. Here an understanding of the
history of the church and biblical background of small groups is necegsary.
The small group that is managed in a healthy wav becomes good soll for
spiritual growth.

3. The third area of research considers John Weslev's "Methodist”
movement ag a successful example of spiritual growth and the small group. At
the center of John Wesgley's Methodiet movement are organizations called
"class meetings." The class meeting has influenced the Korean Methodist
Church from its beginning to the present. In order to improve the class
meeting, this regearch considers its beginning, meaning, extension, and the
process of change and decline. This veryv important aspect of this study 12 a
core matter in the Korean Methodist Church's renewal and growth in the
future.

4. The fourth research area proposes three steps in the class meeting
or three types of class meetings for promoting spiritual growth in small
groups. Thege three gteps are the family— member clasg meeting, the pastoral
class meeting, and the disciple class meeting, I base these steps or types on
the spiritual needs and levels of growth of church members. I also identify the
five core valueg of the church worship, harmony, caring, ministry, and mission
as the values to guide those class meetings.

A church itself can be regarded as one clags meeting., The healthy
growth of churches iz proportionate to the healthy srowth of clase meetings.

The class meeting svstem and core values discussed in this research can



v

make it possible to care for emall groups in a more gogpel—centered and
effective wayv., When the whole church membership can experience commounity
life in small groups, it helps not only personal spiritual growth but also the
renewal and growth of the church.

This research iz baged on clags meetings of the Korean Methodist
Church. But it is applicable to all of the Christian community, transcending
denominations and areas. I hope this regearch can do much to contribute to

healthy churches as the body of Jesus Christ and the community of love,

Thecologlcal Mentors: Jin Kl Hwang, FPh. D.
i_hi Young Eaw, Ph. D.
=evoon Kim, Ph. D.
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