rJFULLER

THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY Digital Commons @ Fuller
.-—E?ruj?ﬂ %QStoé?é Ministry Projects / Et¢l =& Korean Studies Center
5-15-2007

St= 0% 2| IEHE FEtaTd A

— [ S -

Hyo Tae Kim & & EH

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.fuller.edu/kdmin

b‘ Part of the Missions and World Christianity Commons

Recommended Citation
HEE, S22 0E 2 AFHEo] A H|EE A "E AL

|

14

He==, S8 et Erd, 2007.

HO

This Project is brought to you for free and open access by the Korean Studies Center at Digital Commons @ Fuller.
It has been accepted for inclusion in Korean Doctor of Ministry Projects / &2 S%| &t 2tAl 22 =F by an
authorized administrator of Digital Commons @ Fuller. For more information, please contact archives@fuller.edu.


https://www.fuller.edu/
https://www.fuller.edu/
https://digitalcommons.fuller.edu/
https://digitalcommons.fuller.edu/kdmin
https://digitalcommons.fuller.edu/kdmin
https://digitalcommons.fuller.edu/korean
https://digitalcommons.fuller.edu/kdmin?utm_source=digitalcommons.fuller.edu%2Fkdmin%2F232&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1187?utm_source=digitalcommons.fuller.edu%2Fkdmin%2F232&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:archives@fuller.edu

Dissertation Approval Sheet

This Dissertation entitled

A CRITICAL STUDY ON THE BUREAUCRATIZATION
OF KOREAN CHURCH

written by

HYO TAE KIM
and submitted in partial fulfillment of

the requirements for the degree of

Doctor of Ministry

has been accepted by the Faculty of Fuller Theological Seminary

upon the recommendation of the undersigned readers:

Moon Sang Kwon

Young Shin Kim

Seyoon Kim

May 15, 2007



A CRITICAL STUDY ON THE
BUREAUCRATIZATION OF KOREAN CHURCH

DISSERTATION PAPER

SUBMITTED TO THE FACULTY OF THE
SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY
FULLER THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

IN PARTIAL FULFILLMENT
OF THE REQUIREMENTS FOR THE DEGREE OF
DOCTOR OF MINISTRY

BY

HYO TAE KIM

MAY 2007



B

or

—_—

i
ol
g
HJ

0

Ton

or

or
o
i

+
2

~

g
G

b

o

2007



1l

Abgtract
A Critical Study on the Bureaucratization of Horean Church
Hyo Tae Kim
Doctor of Ministry
2007

School of Theology, Fuller Theological Seminary

Korean churches srew rapidly during the decades of the 1870's and 1980's,
Since the 1990 however, the srowth rate of Korean churches has slowed. What
1z the reasgond Many lssueg about It can be dizcusged. In thiz study, lssues
related to the bureaucratization of the Korean Church will be Investlsated.

The bureaucratization of church means that a church's orsanization becomes
chansed Into bureaucracy ag It srows. Bureaucracy 1 a central concept In
modern goclal gclence and a central Institution in modern socletles. Max Weber
uged the term 'bureaucracy’ to connote ratlonal, efficient organization: political
sclentiste ldentify 'bureaucracy' with the administration of the state. There are
diverse perspectives on bureaucracy In soclal sclence.

Central valusg of the bureaucracy are Ingtrumental rationality, efficiency, and
effectiveness. Efficlency, and effectiveneszs, alons with Instrumental rationality,
are frequently the criterla uged In judsing most of the activity in the church
Bureaucracy's emphagis on rationality, attachment to rules, and depersonalization
of work may cauge red tape, put more welght on the means than on the ends.
Bureaucracy brinss members under the Influence of itz authority. Althoush
efficlency and effectiveness are important for the swvival and success of
oreanizations in all modern socleties, they are not appropriate to the church,

Korean churches are authoritative, hierarchical, forceful and hawve been
influenced stronsly by Confuclanism. In terms of structwe, Korean churches are
centered around conferences and pastors. There are few studies which

theologically analvze about the Bureaucratization of the Korean Church. The
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view point of the bureaucratization of the church will be explained as follows.

Az the church srows, there are institution—building need. When the church
1z small, the senlor pastor can work alone In many things. In that case,
institutlons are not necessary. However as the slze of church becomes blsser,
the problems church faces 1z very complex and ambisuous. These are not easily
able to golve by the senior pastor alone., Therefore the senior pastor bullds
several institutlons such as rules and resulations to solve them. As the church
grows rapidly, 1t tends to depend on institutions. Churches do not know 1t is
becoming bureaucratizatied sradually. This i a serlous problem Korean church is
faced with today. Therefore, Korean churches need to ldentify it self in the risht
perspecilve. We need to ask what church Iz

Korean churches need to re—conceptualize the nature of the church ag the
community church. Such re—conceptualization may be the bagis for  the
debureaucratization. In Korean mesa churches, the bureaucratization of church iz
the primary barrier to  church renewal. In a bureaucratizatied church,
organizational structure becomes an end, Instead of a means. The transformation
or metamorphasis  for debureaucratization can  be Investisated from  the
perspective of biblical church administration. What are the alternatives to avold
the bureaucratization of church?

First, the process of church chanse besging with the senlor pastor's
leader ship. Community leadership iz able to contribute to debureaucratization of
church. Second. It must be consider the orsanizational desisn for the orsanic
structure of the church. Third, community culture can bring health and benefit to

itz fellowshin.

Theolosical Mentorz: Moon Sans Kwon, Ph. D.
Youne Shin Kim, Ph. D.
Sevoon Kim, Ph. D.
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The General Aszembly of Presbyterian
Church in Korea
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