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Abstract
The Crisis of Pulpit and Christ—Centered Preaching
Hyeon Jung Kim
Loctor of Ministry
A06

School of Theology, Fuller Theological Serninary

One of the most significant fortes of the Horean Church mministry is its
eagerness for preaching A pastors sincerity and akbility to produce  excellent
teachings are essential and indispensable for the revival and growth of the KEorean
Church, A sermmon's contents rmay vary according to both region and the type of
worshippers, Every serrnon, however, requires an essential common characteristic—
true preaching

It alwaws existed wherever Gods word existed [t has alwaws been where
God's true word was proclaimed, True teaching alwaws produced and maintained
erectable churches, but a false teaching brought decadence to churches, “According
to preaching,” writes ] Danisl Bawrnann, “Christian success and failwee is decided”

If we emxamine the Christian history, there were five separste times the
church saw exceptional growth and development, These titmes line wpe with the
titnes of the ministries of great preachers, There were the apostles of the 1st
century, Joharnes Chrysostornos and Awrelius Augustinus of the dth  century,
Assizeu's Pewransiseu and Dominic of the 12th centwry, Luther and Calvin of the
16th century, and Spuelzon and Maekeuraren of the 15th century,

Contrarily, one can exarine that declining preaching brought stagnancy in the
growvth of the Churchh The 1dth, 15th, 1%th, and the 18th centuries were times of
wealh and enervated preaching, which caused what could be considered as the
Christisn dark age,

S0 what about the Korean churches today™ One can clearly see the overtlow
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of preaching produced in Eorea Teachings flood the society in almost ewvery
elernent of the media as churches publish, record, and broadeast their thinking in
boolis, on tapes, on television, and on the Internet, And vet, the steadily incressing
prolificacy of the Horean churche=s does not necessarily translate to the growth of
the Church, In fact, the growth of the Church in Korea is slowly declining,

One may then ask, "Why i that =0?” [t is because it neesds to realize that
every proclamation of the Word of God needs to e one of truth With so many
preachers  preaching non-hiblical doctrines, Horean chwehes are lacking true
preaching, To repair this crisis in the Church, Horean pastors need a renswed
passion for the proclamation of the real, true Gospel

What iz the Gospel? The Gospel in its core is Gods redeerning sacrifice in
the form of his son Jesus Christ, who died and rose in atonermnent for the sin of
mar, [ hat is, in resuscitating Jesus, God bridges the gap separating him and man,
giving man eternal life,

Jesus sumns up the Gospel in John 318, “"For God so loved the world that
he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but
have eternal life " The Holy Bible @ New International Version, Grand Hapids:
somidervan, 1996, <1984 Jn 316, This is the sumnrmeary of the Gospel Creator—{God
lened us enough to sacrifice his own son, even to the cross, so that man mayv be
zaved from his sin The puwpose of preaching is to extend and proclaim this
Gospel

. H Dodd spobe of preaching as Gods plenipotentiary ambassador for the
proclamation of his message,  Sertoon is not preaching one's own ideas [t s
proclaiming God's message John Stott states, "Thers is no opportunity to recover
preaching without recovering first confidence about g2ospel” Jav Adarmns declares,
"Preaching roust be evangelical preaching, Ewvangelical preaching has Jesus Christ
it the midst of preaching, This is, death and Hesurrection of Christ—his

redernptionn and death, physical reswrrection—rmearning must appear clearly,” That



v

iz, evangelical preaching mesns preaching with Jesus Christ in the center,

Paul wrote, "For [ resclved to hoow nothing while [ was with wou except
Jesus Christ and him crucified "The Holy Bible @ Mew I[nternational Version Grand
Hapids: Zondervan, 1995, <1984 1 Co 22 This speaks of Paul's hkelisf that
everything he dees must be convergent with Christ, This same attitude should ke
present in all preachers whenever theyv approach the pulpit,

Preaching scholar Hoskstra of Netherlands declared, “preaching without Christ
iz not already preaching Thotnas F. Jones said, "People whore called preachers
must preach Christ,” Professor Jung stated "The theological basis of Christian
preaching iz Christ hirmself ™ Jesus Christ must ke the central idea and core point
within any interpretation of the tesxt,

Martin Luther asserted about preaching, “Jesus Christ always must become
the Biblical center subdect Calvin spoke of the same matter, “Jesus Christ is life
of people and sowls food Only proclaimn about Jesus Christ's personality and
works can save peopls”

Hecognizing the irmportance of Jesus in the sulbdect of preaching is not the
only essential step in asswing the effective preaching of the Gospel Preachers
must also be suwre to deliver teachings that do not distort the foous of the sermon
frorn Jesus Christ, Edmund P, Clowney spoke about this matter, "Still, distorted
and unskillful preaching thrives in the Church, Audiences must hear preaching
where Christ's name does not appear except in the conclusion of the last
application, 4 preacher feels presswre to put Christ's works in the center of
preaching, The reason iz that he thinks that such contents are entirely untold in

[t 1= especially difficult for a preacher when he teaches from the Old
Testarnent, where references to Jesus aren't readily awvailable in much of the text
Howvever, when one views the Bible as a unified body devoid of a central division,

it becornes clear that Jesus of the New Testament is the centerof the revelations



found in the Old Testarnernt,

Christ—centered preaching displays Christ as the center of the accornplishinent
of redernption attained in Christ who is the sumrnit of redemptive history,
_hrist—centered preaching is redernptive historical preaching,

The origin of redemnptive historical preaching may have been to oppose
“exmernplary preaching that occwrred in Netherlands in 1930 They viewed historical
teachings as messages that called for people to follow the examples of the
characters of the text On the other hand, proporents of redermptive historical
preaching  viewed the bikle in this way, The Bible is not a series of marny
incidents, [t is a history of special salvation of God's Christ who is creator and
savior of mankind”

Do, the New Testament and Old Testament cannct be disassociated into
fragmentary elerments, One must see the two groups of texts as a unified body
witch 1= Gods history of salvation Seeing the MNew and Old Testaments as a
unified body allows one to see the progression of both history and revelation
God's revelations given to Adam, Noah and Abraham are not the same as those
given to us now, DMNoses, the Judges, and the prophets reinterpreted them
thereafter, All revelations of God are interpreted arnd completed by Jesus who is
the final revelation We should understand this fact in order to understand the
Bible,

Hedermptive historical preaching refuses to separate Biblical text b individual
paragraphs, Also, redemptive historical preaching refuses to teach the text for
model principle, Hather, redemptive historical preaching teaches within a broad
context of the entire bible and its redermptive story,

Christ—centered preaching stands on the foundation that recognizes the
relationship and unity of the Old Testament and MNew Testament as a concept of
redermptive  history, Therefore, Christ—centered preaching itself means redermnptive

histeorical preaching,
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[ have descritbed briefly the issues that face the Horean Church todaw, The
pulpit  has  faced  spiritual dangers by wrongly  presenting the  gospel  and
proclaiming a contorted wview of the hible 5o, [ as an investigator, have tried to
dizplay redernptive historical preaching as a pattern of preaching most loval to
kiblical truths, Also, [ present the strongest fortes of redemptive historical
preaching, [ do so to help recover a pulpit that has fallen into crisis and to supply
principle, This 1= also to investigate the problems and stronger solutions  in
constructing redernptive historical preaching, Specific assigmments will supplernent
it,

[ will examine the theoretns of hiblical theology and the correct hbiblical
interpretation methodology through this process, [ wish to stimulate the need of
recognizing the right views on preaching and inspire interest about redemptive
hiztorical preaching to preachers, Thizs gude, which may be best sumnrmed wp to
sav that redemptive historical preaching is a Biblical preaching that displases

strong fortes, is for the Horean Church,

Theological Mentors: Chi ¥Young Kav, Ph, D.
mevoon Kim, Ph.D,.
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