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Sociocultural Model Lesson Outline (Warford & White, 2010)
*Warford, M. K., White, W. L., & Amato, W. W. (2010, March). Toward the integration of literacy and culture into foreign language instruction. Workshop presented at the Annual Meeting of the Northeast Conference on Foreign Language Teaching, New York, NY.
Sociocultural Model Lesson Plan  (Warford  & White 2010)
Title:
LOTE Topic:
Standards Addressed
Communication
Cultures
Connections
Comparisons
Communities
Learning Outcomes
Common Core Curriculum Points Addressed
I. Activation of schemata:   (lexically and morpho-syntactically simple top-down (i.e. Kramsch, 2003; Wiley, 2000) and bottom-up leading questions about cultural conventions (in L2) that pertain to the text students are about to explore. The teacher then collects students' comments, translating them into L2 if offered by students in L1. 
Top-down activation (leading questions about students' (C1) experiences of the symbolic capacity in question, preview text (freeze frame, if video is involved) generate and record for further discussion some hypotheses about content).
Bottom-up activation (Address unfamiliar lexical, idiomatic items that may undermine comprehension of the text vis-à-vis a glossary and or, students to scan for and present unfamiliar terms for clarification).
II. Text Interpretation:  Combine bottom-up and top-down leading questions to process text
Top-down strategies (in L2): 
l What is the purpose of ____?  Is it to ___?
l What are the interactants trying to accomplish?
l Do they accomplish the task?
l   What are the phases of this discourse/speech event? (beginning,
      middle, end?)
Bottom-up strategies (in L2): 
l What do you think ____ means?  Is ___ a cognate or false cognate?
l What do you think of when you picture ____ ?
l What does person A ask? How does person B respond?
l   What form of the verb does person A/B use in addressing the
      interlocutor?
III. Sociocultural interpretation:   Lead learners through an examination of the points raised in the activation stage. Sample leading questions include:
l What similarities do you see between the way native speakers approach 'X' and our approach to 'X' (for examining L1 and C1 assumptions).
l Which of our assumptions about this text were correct? ... incorrect?
l What are the rules for carrying out this speech event in the L2? (address relevant grammatical, lexical, and discourse, and socio-pragmatic elements.
IV. Sociocultural presentation: Students develop an adaptation/recreation/response related to the presented text(s). Directions (in L2).
V. Sociocultural debriefing:   Teacher and students examine appropriateness of students' simulations against the linguistic and cultural elements identified at Stage III and the assumptions generated at Stage I.  There may be some lingering transference of L1 and C1 to the L2 and C2 features imbued in the text.  Write your leading questions below.
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