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Alstract

Strategies for Effective Small Group Ministry in Korean—Ammerican Churches in
aouthern California: swith Special Heference to the Eorean Churches of Southern

Baptist Convention
Brung I Lee
Doctor of Ministry
ACE

School of Theology, Fuller Theological Serninary

According to a recent swvey of the Horean churches in Southern California,
tnore than S0 percent of thetn are small chwches with fewer than 80 adult
mernbers, The situation is not much different in Heorean churches of the Southern
Baptist Convention in Southern Californis, The small chwehes have many
dizsadhantages that keep thern from growing in numnbers (shortage of finances, lack
of human resources, etc),

There iz, however, a good way to overcome these disadvantages =o as to
grovy both in quality and nuwmnber! developing an effective small group ministry,
The small churches are indeed in a better situation to do small group rministry
than are the larger ones, The memmbers of those churches already have a networls
of relationships, Thev can keep in contact any tithe, They can be flexible in
deciding the titnme and place to tmeet, And their pastors can know and care for
each member, All these aspects can be helpful to the small chuweches to carry out
effective small group rministry,

[t iz fortunate that recently manv pastors of the small Korean churches in
Southern California have begun to recognize  the importance of small growp
ministry and are striving for it But thev too often feel frustrated in their efforts
since they are just trying to apply the models of small group ministry that are
krown to be successful without adapting themn for their own churches situations,

Therefore it iz necessary to formnulate a working tnodel appropriate in their stnall,
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Korean, and immigrant church context, The purpose of this paper is to develop
strategies for effective stnall growp ministry in the smell Horean— American
chumches in Southern California,

[n this paper contextualization or appropriation is used as a key concept to
develoy strategies for the =small group, To do this we take four steps, First, in
Chapter 2 we atternpt to understand the small group from the perspective of
sociclogy since the small group 1s basically one of the smallest units of soclety as
a commmuty, The small group  features  communal  characteristics and
intercependence, close  relationships  (like family), and  intentionality  and
purpesefulness (urlike farnily), The small growp can have various functions such
as strengthening commmunal solidarity, fulfilling the need for interdependence, close
relationships, care, support, and accountakility,

Second, in Chapter 3 we atternpt to distill the principles of the small group in
the Bible, Since owr strategy concerns the small group in the church, we need to
develos it on the finn foundation of biblical principles, From observation of the
kiblical passages relevant to the small group, we find two essential characteristics:
the small group as church comrmunity and as a spiritual family, As the essence of
the chuwreh itself, the small srowp functions as the charch does  Gerorship,
ecducation, fellowship, evangelism, and caring and healing),

T hird, in Chapter 4 we overview the fowr representative models of successful
smmall growup ministry cwrrently  being used in many chuwrches  worldwide: Home
Church, Cell Church, Meta—Chuwrch, and Purpose—driven Small Group, We try to
firnd their common principles and different adaptations that can be helpful for our
strategy—making task These models have fouor common features) ernphasis on lay
leadership, creative programiming, etmphasis on personal relationships, and diversity
in the small group formation But thev also show differences in such matters as
the status of the stnall grown in the church, its task, and its leadership stvle,

Fourth, in Chapter 5 we analyze the results of a swvey of the small group
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ministries cwrently being done in the smaller Horean iromigrant churches of the
Southernn Baptist Convention, This survey shows us where we can start to
develos strategies for effective small group ministry in the small chuech, which is
probably most of thermn, Horean immigrant chwrehes in Southern California,

Fifth, in Chapter 6, bv accwnulating all the principles for the small group
fromn the Bible and the four representative models, correcting the wealnesses and
strengthening the strengths of the cwrent small group mministries in the Horean
chumhes of the Southern Baptist Convention in Southern California, we try to
formmalate a strategy for small group ministry that s appropriate to the small
Korean imtmigrant churches in Southern California,

The strategy we develop can be summarized as follows, First, in the smaller
chumhes pricrity is to be given to personal relationships above anvthing else,
Members should find the small growp to be a second family where their warious
needs for relationship are fulfilled Second, the small group shoud be formed and
operated with much flesdbility according to the chureh’ s situation, the mermbers’
needs, and the small group’'s task Third, the Bible study in the small group
should be done in cooperation with the creative programmming and activities to
strengthen  relationships  between mmembers, Fowth, the small group needs to
gather once a weely, mostly in homes, and to keep tryving not to make table
fellowship burdensotmne, Fifth, the small churches, with fewer human resowrces,
need to cooperate in training small growp leaders, But creating small group
ministry  networks, they can also share resources and experiences with other
churches in need We hope that this strategy can be put to use in many Horean
immigrant churches in Southern  California and  be  further  refined thoush

successive studies by others,

T heological mentors:  Yea Sun Ewn Him, PhD,
Jung Suck Hhee, Dr. Theol,
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