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Abstact

The Law of The Tithes in the Deuteronomistic History and [ts Developrnent:
a Modern Interpretation and Contemporary Application
Kl Young Park
LDoctor of Ministryv
A3
School of Theology, Fuller Theological Serninary

This dissertation has two pumposes, The first purpose 1s to prove from
the Scripture the error of the antagonistic views that pervades in the Chuch on
the Law of the Tithes that ermphasizes on its rrelevance and abrogation, A clear
and thorough discussion of the Scriptural interpretation on the Law of the Tithes—
W ATn  is presented as well as its  corresponding  new  understanding  and
applications, The =zecond pumpose i= to reform the previously held distortion and
misunderstanding of the Law of the Tithes—WwWwn that swere enforced in the
_hurch and to represent the proper understanding of the positive implications of
YHWH = will and instructions through the Law of the Tithes—-tw -t

Thiz paper iz an attetnpt to rediscover the description of the Law of the
Tithes—0wWm in the Deuteronomistic history and its’ Kervema  Moreover, it
intends to identify the origin and the historical lbachsround of the Law of the
Tithes—Wum  and to  examine its’  uniqgue nature revealed  in the
Ir-Deuteronomy and the Deuteronornistic history of [srael  That is, the Law of
the Tithes— Wy Won has tbeen edited in  the revised context of the
Leuteronomistic  history with a special purpose and intent in relation to the
religious reformation of YHWH (621/550 BC) The theological purpose of this
inclusion is to provide an explanation of the coming destruction and a hope for the
future that comes tlhrough faith in YHWH and the restoration of the Termple,
Hence, the Law of the Tithes—WWuw-lam swas required based on the standards of
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wholehearted love and obedience toward YHWH, This extends to the social
security and welfare for the poor, the wesalt and those who are socially andd
econormically disadvantaged,

Thiz dissertation is constituted of four main sections, The first section
researches into the origin of the Tithes in the Cld Testament Scripture related to
the Ancient Mear East culture, The comparizon of the similarities between the
Tithe zgiving in the contemporary Church and of the ancient pagan world is
ilustrated to elicit a demand for the proper explanation of the Biblical
uncerstanding of the Tithes besed on the Deuteronoristic Code (Deuteronorny
12260, Special emphasiz iz made woon the previously ignored and deleted
cornnand of the “second tithe” that is dedicated to support the poor, the wealk, the
orphans and widows, the strangers and the priesthood of Levites, The second
zection examines the Law of the Tithes from the Torah to the post-exlic
restoration period,  The third section discloses the deterioration and misuse of the
giving of the Tithes from the Protestant Hefortnation to the conternporary Church

in order to propose a new standsrd and resolution for the future,

Theological Mentor @ Sevoon Him, PhD,
Nak Heong Yang, PhL,
Mam Hyuck Jang, PhI,
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Micholson, “The Structure and Unity of Deuteroncomy”, Deutercnomy  and  Tradition

(Fhiladelphia @ Fortress Fress, 1967), 15-19,
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z279 A2 %Iz BHolan FFHACHD Martin Nothe] olgh 22

18

_lI:I'I_'I.

371 Martin Noth, Ukerlieferungsseschichtliche Studien (3d ed. Tibingen: Nievmewer, 19570,
E. W, Nicholson, “The Structure and Unity of Deutercnomy”, 20,

38) Martin Noth, Uberlieferungsgeschichtliche Studiens E. W, Nicholson, “The Structure
and Unity of Deuteronomy”, 19-21 5 &t k2l

39) Mlartin Woth, The Historv of Israel (MY Harper & Bow, 19800 The Deuteronomistic

History (24 ed.: Sheffield: JSOT FPress, 1981), 12-25,
40) E, W, Nicholson, "The Structure and Unity of Deutercnomy”, 20,
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Fress, 1981); Ivoshe Weinfeld, Deutronomy  and the Deuteroncmic  School (Oxford:
Clarendon Fress, 1972 Deutronomy I-II: The Anchor Eible Commentary (NY: Doubleday,
19913, F, W Cross, "Cansanite Myth and Hebrew Epic”, Essavys in the History of The

Beligion of Israel (Cambridze: Hawvard Univ, Fress, 1973), 274-239 55 #1352
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InterVarsity Fress, 1982), 1205,

F4) Ronald B, Allen, ™or®, TWOIT, wol, 2, T02-703,

BR) E. E, Carpenter, "Tithe”, ISEE, wvol, 4, 861 -864,
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(Sheffield: JSOT, 1991), 113-114,
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R7) G, F, Hawthorne, "Tithe”, NIDNTT, wol, 3, 851-855,
RE) J, Christian Wilson, "Tithe”, ABD, wol 4, 578-580,
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