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Abstract
A Model of the Lay Farmly Mimstry for the Couples in Marital Crisis
Bwung Sang Lee
Doctor of Ministry
a0z

=chool of Theology, Fuller Theological Seminary

A rapid increase of divorce rate in Korea can be one of the prominent
influences of industrialization or Westermzation, It 1z reported that in the vear
of Z000 one couple divorced when three couples married in Korea.
Unfortunately, divorce seems to be similarly prevalent even in the church.
According to Barna Research Group(Wentura, CA), dewvout Christians who think
themselves born again, tend to divorce more easily than non—-Chrstians do.
There has not wet come out a survey report on the divorce rate in the
Eorean Church. Howewver, the situation must not be so  different with
reference to the Korean churches,

This makes us ask! Why the divorce rate of the Korean soclety increases
so rapldly when the Korean churches grow ezplosively? Why iz the divorce
prevalent in the Korean immigrant church? Why do the Korean churches and
pastors stand helpless on these divorce matters?

There can be many reasons for their failure to deal with the divorce
problem. Among them two primary reasons are to be taken into account in
more detalll growth-—-driven or pastor-centered mimnstry philosophy of the
Eorean churches and opastors and their failure to recognze the
essencefdentity of the Church as a healing, encouraging and edifwving body.
The Korean Churches and pastors did not allow the lay persons to take part
in a pastoral care for the troubled couples, for they considered anvy pastoral
care(so also counselling) as uniquely belonging to the pastors., But this
minmstry philosophy 15 not supported by the Bible, because the Bible calls

every [Christian az a member of the body, who i1z responsible to edify the
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whole body with his/her own gifts. The back—from-the brink couples share a
strong tool, which is testimony of successful overcoming of the troubles/fcrises
in marriage. [f they are allowed to get involved in the pastoral care for the
troubled couples, they can help them best. And this wall be found as a great
zain for the pastor's mimstry and the church as a body.

The aim of this paper 1s to define the essence and identity of the church
with a biblical perspective and to sugzgest a model of the lay ministry program
for the troubled couples in the church. In chapter 2, we dizcuss on the
current state of marriaze crisis in the Korean society and the efforts made to
solve this crisis by the Korean Churches. In chapter 3, we attempt to
establish the biblical foundation of the lay ministry and ecclessziclogviessence
and identity of the church). In chapter 4, we consider the structural
preparations which the EKorean churches should make for the lay ministry and
the healing commumnty. In chapter %, we observe the five lavy mimstry
programs for the couples in marntal crisis, which are beinz practiced in the
American churches: The Third Option: Marriase Ministry: Tres Dias: Marriaze
mavers. and Caring Couples. The prominent feature shared by all of these is
that the back—from—the brink couples are wvalied and trained and used for the
troubled couples. In chapter 6, we attempts to suggest a Korean model of the
lav muinistry for the troubled couples, by setting out the basic principles and
proposing some practical procedures. And in chapter 7, we zives our tentative
concluision to the thesis and prospect the lay ministry for the couples in

marital crisizs in the Korea Churches.

Theological Mentors: ¥Yea Zun Eum Kim, Ph. D.
Jung =uck Ehee, Dr. theol
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