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Abstract
A Strategy of Church Growth through Small Group:
With a Special Reference to Kwang Chun Church
Jeong Hee Yoo
Doctor of Ministry
2001
School of Theology, Fuller Theological Seminary

| feel that Korean ministry lacks growth in spirituality compared to its rapid growth in number
in such a short period. To resolve this problem, we need to have church growth with balanced
spiritual maturity through small group Bible studies and active involvement within the church. This
thesis gives emphasis on the need of small group activities to have continuous and solid growth of
church. With this premise, 1 first inquire into the foundation, meaning and bait (special quality) of
small group activities. In other words, | studied the function of mutual supplementation between
members. | present the model of small group activity, which was formed by Christ with the twelve
disciples based on the biblical truth. 1 also studied the basic system of small group activity and the
core elements including fundamental principles. | found out that small group should center around
Bible education, worship service, mission, communal fellowship, and serving others.

Secondly, I gave an account of church growth through small group activity. | wrote about the
functions and mission statement of church to have numeric and qualitative growth through small
group activity. | pointed out the factors that header the growth and present the roles of small group
members as members of a body. | gave an emphasis on the role that small group members have to
contact directly with the world as divided members of a body in Christ. | also emphasized that small
group has a role to evangelize and serve others as an outpost of a church and that small group is the
structure to have balanced and healthy growth.

Thirdly, in order to form a small group, there must be at least two people and the presence of
Holy Spirit. Also, there needs to be a thorough consideration of age, occupation, and residence for a
better and effective development of small group. If a church wants to start a small group, the
minister needs to understand the activity of small group and participate in it. When a minister

participates first, the church can form and scale up the elective small group. There are many forms



1
in organizing a small group, but its form always needs to be modified and supplemented because it
is different from the military organizations and often lacks the binding power. | studied the role,
responsibility, and qualification of small group leader. As an assistant shepherd, the leader has to
think about the future, take the initiative, and challenge the members. It requires enormous training
and guidance of Holy Spirit to have one leader.

Fourthly, | studied the management of small group activity. In management of small group,
the best way to develop a strong group is to have fellowship within the group, evangelize, and tend
the new people. That way, members’ faith can grow mature and as a result help the growth of
church. There are many ways of evangelism in small group, including one-to-one method and
group evangelism. For evangelical task, there are various evangelical methods and disciples training
to be accompanied. A leader may need assistance from professional evangelist or from evangelism
organizations. One-to-one evangelical methods in small group include Evangelism Explosion, 4
Spiritual Laws, and other pamphlets and booklets for evangelism. When small group evangelizes,
there can be various kinds of meeting to preach the gospel. I studied and presented the process of
grafting that allows the new believers to be members of a church after they are secured with the
methods above and go through courses for the new comers.

Lastly, I studied how the small group activities can be carried out in the church in reality.
Small group members utilize their spiritual gifts to supplement each other, and together they serve
the people in needs, finding opportunities to preach the gospel in season or out of season. As an
outpost of a church, small group members can arrange various kinds of meeting, centering their
residence and jobs to deliver the gospel. Or they can select a certain area for their team.

In conclusion, small group activities are places for fellowship and sharing with small number
of people. There are dynamic meetings where members can have close relationship and help each
other developing their potential gifts and ability. They are the leading men of the church who spread
the gospel outside the church and vitalize within it. Through these activities of small group, not only

the members grow mature but also the entire church grow in both quality and quantity.

Theological mentors: Hyo Shick Pai, Ph. D.
Jung S. Rhee, Ph. D.
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