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Alstract
growup Evangelization and Church Grosvth
with Special Heference to Seoul Young Dong Presbeterian Church
CHANG SUNG AHN
Loctor of Ministry
A001
School of Theologsy, Fuller Theological Serminary

Thiz study, centering on the tministry, covers the area of group evangelism
that i= one of the core elermnents of the chuwech groswth [t is true that Horean
Frotestant Church was rapidly grown through 1970s and 1980s, This iz supported
e the fact that almost half percent of the 20 largest churches in the world ae
located in Horea, But, as stepping into the 1990s, the circumstance came into view
that a tendency of increase in Horean Church was twned into that of stagnation
or decrease, There were good reasons for Church growth the unigue religious
instinet of Horean people, the rmovement for revival, thecological tendency of
Herean church being eager for evansgelismn, a rmissiclogical strategy called " Mewvius
Mission , religious enthusiastn, and socic—environmnental elernents, ete,

On the contrary, it is hard to deny that amnong the reasons of the decrease of
church members iz the adhesion to every awvailable mesns without regard to
biblical wiew, Too much getting hung up on the outcome of Church  groswth
prevented church from focusing on her real essence and ministry, The main
reasons  caused church to step into the phase of decrease, passing that of
stagnation, were the enfeeblement of Christian  ethics, division between
denominations, a wealkened influence over the society, and the increase of the
truly cornmitted mmernbers, as a result of the overall change of society as well as
the stakility of politics and econormics,

But most of all it should be pointed out that the crucial resson of that

decrease is church's loss of motive for evangelism and declination of the heat of
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church's training her members for that cause as well as her disinterest in it It
takes for granted that charch's rapid growth is derived from her effort o
evangelize, Many churches have gained their members by holding all membership
evangelismn conference or an event for awakening—soul But in the meantirme the
local church has becormne wvulnerable to the criticismn that in that timme of rapid
change of society, in which the development of intelligence and technology is
prominent, church hasn' t provided any proper method for evangelism, With regard
to this context, the situation of Seoul Youngdong Presksrterian Church is not far
away from that of Horean church in general Seoul Youngdong Presbwteria
Church, established in 1976, has been gaining a good reputation in that she bears
good features such as reevaluation of elders, not establishing budget for coming
vear, spending a vast rmoney for almsgiving and mmission, which has had her
viewed as a influential church

Heowvever, despite these merits, this church could not evade the criticism that
she has failed to evangelize to the its full strength with an appropriate evangelism
strategy and method Fuwthermore it can be admitted that the leadership didn't
provide its members the necessary method for evangelizing, modern people, Under
this circumstance, a positive and effective provision of evangelism method and
systermatic evangelism  training are needed for the evangelical works  toward
non—Christians more efficacious,

Thizs study iz designed for =seeking the model for thi=s evanselistn, based on
my observation and interest in it Before [ became a founding and serior pastor of
the church whomn [ am serving, [ was serving Seoul Youngdong Church as staff
pastor for 10 wvears =ince 1991 and [ was exploring an effective evangelismm
strategy and possibility of its usage and set up the prograrn for putting it into
practice, The chwureh [ am serving runs the part of the evangelism program and
tnakes an effort to g0 to the point of letting this program be fruitful, This

program made me not only to take it 83 a proper model for renewing church and
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but also to judge it as a suitable one for the church growth, What [ am trving to
solve through this study is (1) to find a essential factor of church growth in the
group evangelism program, (2 through that program to seek a way for church to
go to the point of growing—up through the growp in disagnosing its social setting,
i1 dealing with the change of the enviromrnent of evangelism,

The goal of this study 15 to provide many churches, which are turned into a
tencency of decrease of their tnetnbers, with the tmethod of proper grow
evangelistmn, to test and anslvze both this program and the real stage into which it
iz to be applied, and therebsy to help thermn apply it to their own situation, T hrough
this study, the various pastoral programs along with this evangelism program are
also observed and tested To do this goal, I am going to deal with in chapter 1
and 2 the motive, background, methodology, theological necessity and legitimacy,
and its hiblical ground In chp 3 [ will look into the definition of the group
evangelismm and its unigqueness and supericrity over other mmethods, The pastoral
unckrstanding of the grow evangelism in chapter 4 and analyzing our chumh' s
group evangelistm pattern (its result, swvev on the people who are both doing
evangelismn and are evangelized) in chapter 5 also will be dealt with In chapter 6
[ arn going to see what is general necessity in the group evangelism, its possible
problern, its solution, and proper suggestion for developing it [n chapter 7 I will

conclude my study,

T healogical Mentors @ Jung Suck Hhee, Th L.
Jeong Hii Min, Ph D,
Sevoon Him, Ph D,
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