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ABSTRACT

The Wegative Effects of the Hew Aze Movement and the Church's Counterplan
Ewong Hwan Ko
Doctor of Ministry

200l
mchool of Theology, Fuller Theological Seminary

The world iz now entering into the saturation of eastern relizgions and some
thoughts concerns of which are contacting non-—spiritual world, The New Age
Movement 15 spreading its force rapidly giving a false teaching on the human
spirit and the spiritual world under the disguise of science.

The New Agze Movement 1z about to settle in highly materialized zoclety as
a new faith with the purpose of reforming the human spiritual consciousness. [t 1s
streteching out its influence on both religions and the whole socety., The New
Aze Movement, which shows its primary concern on the reach of mysterious
things by extending human concloushess, has mixed varous elements in several
relizions with science, psychology, technology and psvchoanalvsis,

The New Age Movement is hard to define in a few words because it 1s
syncretlic on a religious dimension and has small groups scattered in various
dimensions, such as medical science, spintualty, society, and politics. Besides, it
pats an emphasiz on the sensible and intuitional experience and rejects a
reasonable and national word rather than concerns a relizious dogma and
institution of the traditional religions. [t insists that the world should have single
united government for the world peace and that all religions should be umfied.

What the New Age Movement deals with 15 deverse in kind. Psvchoanalsis,
transcendental meditation, Zen, voza, worship of human pswychology, holistic health
replacement, a previous existence(revival of life, transmigration of souls), shaman,

ecstasy, pevchic concentration, magic, Gury, spiritualism, fortune teling belong to
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it, where no meanmngful religious tradition 1z found. In other words, the New Age
Movement 1 a syncretism mized with eastern religious, philosopical elements and
western phyvchoananalysis, science such as psychology, Judalism, revealation in
Chrstiamty, Gnosticism and mysticism.

Modern western world influenced by Christianty for centuries suffering
political, social, ideological, and relizious retrogression and conllapse due to the
contradiction and improperness out of materal civilization, which in turn has
brought corruption of moral value in every life and replaced it with materalism
and hedomsm. The Hew Aze Movement took advantage of this and has shrewdly
prermeated into the church and the consciousness of the people in the world as
well. Hence, in aorder for the Church to keep herself against the Movement, she
has to accomplish renovation and reformation from inside. Weakness of the New
Aze Movement 1z that it lacks a clear svstem and structure because of 1its
syncretic nature. Un the contray, the Church has developed in the eternal flow of
history and under the lead of the Holy Spint. The Church, therefare, should rise
up boldly with hope and faith in the work of the Holy Spint.

Anurgent counterplan and a proper step azainst the inflow of the tide of the
WNew Age Movement, with the active coping with of the Church and the

Chrstians, will mummize the damage caused by the Movement.

Theologzical Mentors: Jeong Ki Min, PhD.
Moon Sang Ewon, Ph.D.
Sevoon Kim, Ph.D.
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