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ABSTRACT

Saudi Arabia has for decades felt the effects of the declining condition of its urban, social and natural environments.
The government has set out a long-term vision to address these issues through 12 major programs, one of which is
the Quality of Life Program 2020. The Program mainly focuses on making Saudi Arabia a top living destination by
improving individuals’ lifestyles and enhancing their quality of life. This paper considers the importance of landscape
architecture to the Program by way of a literature review to clarify the role of the landscape architecture profession
and an analysis of the projects that underlie the Program to highlight the profession’s potential to contribute to these
projects.
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This research aims to examine the relationships

1 INTRODUCTION between the Quality of Life Program and the

landscape architecture profession with a view to
Saudi Arabia has suffered over decades from establishing the contribution that the profession
the worsening condition of its social and natural could make to the Program.

environments, with disintegration of social ties,
a lack of public transportation, and inadequate
city management and design. The Quality of
Life Program 2020 was launched in 2018 as one
of the government’s 12 Vision 2030 initiatives
[1]. The Program aims to improve quality of life
by providing a supportive environment that is
designed to enhance the lives of all citizens,
facilitating their participation in various
cultural, recreational and sporting activities.

2 METHODOLOGY

This research was conducted by examining the
objectives and implications of the Quality of
Life Program 2020 in Saudi Arabia against the
background of a review of the literature
concerning the landscape  architecture
profession and its history. This review provided

The Program has many objectives, such as the basis foy a .p.roposed definition of the. role
improving the urban landscape in cities, and re;pons1b111tles .of the landscape archﬂect.
developing the tourism sector, improving the In addition, the project types that underlie the
quality of services provided, and offering new Program were analysed to allow the potential
jobs in terms of both quantity and quality. contribution of landscape architecture to the

Program to be identified and explicated.
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3 DEFINING LANDSCAPE
ARCHITECTURE

Understanding of landscape architecture is
expanding today because of the importance and
the need for this field. This understanding is
reflected in definitions put forward by
practitioners and scholars which help explain
the direct link between the profession and
programs that seek to improve quality of life.
Explaining the meaning of landscape
architecture and the nature of this link is
particularly valuable in connection with the
Quality of Life Program, given that there is no
equivalent term in Arabic and that the
translation (which equates to ‘architecture
environment’) can be misleading.

The word ‘landscape’ is diverse in meaning,
with definition usually depending on context.
According to Makhzoumi and Pungetti [2],
there are four broad meanings: landscape as
scenery, as a specific place, as an expression of
culture, and as a holistic entity. Other studies
highlight the diversity of the use of the word in
art and culture [3], [4], [5], [6]-

The landscape architecture profession has roots
dating back to 1804 when Jean-Marie Morel
coined the term ‘architecte-paysagiste’, which
translates to ‘landscape architect’ [7]. The
modern profession emerged in America with
the work of Frederick Law Olmsted, who is
regarded as the ‘father of landscape
architecture’ [8]. Olmsted is believed to have
referred to himself as a ‘landscape architect’ for
the first time in 1858 [9] and gave a rather poetic
definition of the role, reflecting the period in
which it was written:

‘What artist so noble...as he
who,  with  far-reaching
conception of beauty, in
designing power, sketches the
outlines, writes the colors,
and directs the shadows of a
picture so great that Nature
shall be employed upon it for
generations, before the work
he arranged for her shall
realize his intentions.’

The Olmsted definition provides a valuable
insight into the relationship between the
designer’s concept and nature, and the intended
harmony between the two. This harmony was
clear in the work of Olmsted in Central Park; for
example; rocks were left in place to link visitors
with the city’s origin in the wilderness.

https://scholarworks.uaeu.ac.ae/ejer/vol24/iss3/2

Recognition of the profession of landscape
architecture in the United States is associated
with the convening in 1899 of its national
organization, the American Society of
Landscape Architects (ASLA). The Society
defined landscape architecture in its Handbook
of Professional Practice [10] as:

A science and art [which]
embrace those professional
activities  relating to  the
systematic planning of land
areas, the design of outdoor
places and  spaces,  the
conservation of our natural
resources and the creation of a
more useful, safe and pleasant
living environment.

This definition seeks to identify the scope of
work for the landscape architect and the
responsibilities placed upon them. In addition,
the definition highlights the importance of the
relationship between landscape architects’ work
and the impact they have on the community.

In his publication Design of the Land, Newton
took a similar view, describing landscape
architecture as ‘the art or the science, if
preferred, of arranging land, together with the
space and objects upon it, for safe, efficient,
healthful, pleasant human use.’ [8, p. xxi]

In 1983, ASLA enhanced its defection of the
landscape architecture profession, emphasizing
its role in applying ‘artistic and scientific
principles to the research, planning, design and
management of both natural and built
environments.” [11] The definition also
highlights the profession’s ‘creative and
technical skills and scientific, cultural and
political knowledge’ and the benefits the
profession delivers in terms of ‘resulting
environments [that] shall serve useful, aesthetic,
safe and enjoyable purposes.” This combination
of skills has direct relevance to the Quality of
Life Program, which aims to create
environments that achieve similar purposes.

The International Federation of Landscape
Architects (IFLA) is another key governing
body for the profession, and in its Yearbook
[12] it defined the scope of the work of a
landscape architect:

Plans and  designs  the
aesthetic layout of land area
for such project as parks and
other recreational facilities,
roads, commercial, industrial
and residential sites and
public  buildings: consults
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with clients, engineers and
architects on the overall
program.

Landscape architecture is concerned with
protecting and enhancing the natural
environment as, for example, Makhzoumi and
Pungetti [2] explain in connection with
achieving long-term ecological stability and
environmental sustainability in the
Mediterranean. Furthermore, landscape
architecture focuses on the public realm and
emphasizes its beauty, making it safe and
accessible for all citizens and supporting
support mental, physical and social wellbeing.
For example, Addas [13] and Addas and
Rishbeth [14] used case studies of different
landscape typologies to show the cultural and
social value of public open spaces to a wide
range of resident groups in Jeddah, Saudi
Arabia.

These definitions and examples demonstrate
how the profession of landscape architecture is
linked to improvements in quality of life. The
profession has at times struggled to be accepted
by related disciplines and by the public, as Baird
and Szczygiel [15] point out. However, the
profession has played a significant role globally
in countries that have suffered from war and the
effects of the industrial revolution, enhancing
city environments and quality of life. As will be
shown, the same skills and capabilities would
add significant value to the Quality of Life
Program in Saudi Arabia.

4 ROLE OF THE LANDSCAPE
ARCHITECT

Many argue that there are other professions that
deal with outdoor spaces, such as architect,
planner, urban designer, site planner, city
planner and others. However, the need for
landscape architects remains critical as they
analyze, plan, design and manage areas in the
natural and built environments and deal with
specific challenges such as urban design, green
belt planning, landscape planning, housing
layout and design, flood protection and land
reclamation [16]. Practitioners are uniquely
aware of how these challenges can be addressed
successfully.

That said, the review of the literature revealed
that there is limited material available on the
role and responsibility of the landscape
architect and there does not appear to be a
single, accepted role description. However, the
definitions and examples outlined above
provide the basis for the synthesis of a proposal
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for the principal roles of landscape architects
that align with the needs of the Quality of Life
Program. It should be noted that there is an
opportunity for further research to set out roles
and responsibilities for the landscape
architecture in more detail.

The role of landscape architects lies in
maintaining a balance between improving our
natural, urban and social environments so as to
achieve the best social and healthy life for those
living in cities while avoiding adverse impacts.
It is possible to divide the role of landscape
architects in line with four environments,
namely natural environment, built environment,
social environment, cultural and historical
environment as shown in Figure 1 and described
in more detail below.

In considering these four environments, it is
important to emphasize that, in professional
practice, different disciplines with
complementary skills work with landscape
architects to deliver outcomes.

Figure ) : Landscape Architect Roles (Source:
Author)
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4.1 NATURAL ENVIRONMENT

Sustainability and environmental preservation
are considered to be the basis of landscape
architecture field work when dealing with
natural areas. Numerous studies have shown
that economic factors and activities depend
entirely on the natural and ecological
environment of our cities [17], [18]. Thus, the
role of the landscape architect is to supervise
and preserve the Earth’s natural resources; in
turn, this preservation will lead to the promotion
of civilization, as well as environmental, social
and economic factors [19].
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4.2 BUILT ENVIRONMENT

Enhancing the urban environment can be found
in the work of many landscape architects. City
urban projects often need the involvement of
landscape architects to provide access to public
open spaces within city sectors. The
responsibility of the landscape architect towards
the provision of the open space network is one
of the most important issues in the city [20]. In
addition, landscape architects can understand
the actual needs of city residents and the type of
projects that are required, such as recreational,
cultural or commercial initiatives, working with
other professions including city planners.

4.3 SOCIAL ENVIRONMENT

Landscape architects’ work can have a direct
influence on our social and personal lives.
There is a range of studies that specify the
importance of open spaces in terms of
improving social ties and wellbeing [13], [21].
Addas and Rishbeth [14] show that open spaces
have a restorative influence on cognition and
emotions, as well as on an individual’s ability to
achieve a sense of belonging. The garden or
natural environment could aid an individual’s
healing process by improving mental and
physical health.

4.4 CULTURAL AND HISTORICAL
ENVIRONMENT

Landscape architect’s responsibilities
encompass historical and cultural landscape
preservation. The role includes understanding
the historical context, developing sensitive and
eloquent preservation and rehabilitation
strategies, and performing exacting primary
historical research [22], [23].

5 Landscape Architecture in
Saudi Arabia

Landscape architecture, as a practice, is very old
and can be dated back to prehistoric, ancient and
medieval times, as well as ancient Egypt [24].
The garden design concept is considered an old
tradition in the Middle East, such as in Persia
and Egypt; however, in the Middle East,
landscape architecture as a profession is new
and has been influenced Western ideas [25].

Saudi Arabia was the first country in the Arab
World to establish a landscape architecture
program. King Abdulaziz University in Jeddah
led with its undergraduate program, which was
established in 1984. King Faisal University in
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Dammam (which is now known as Imam
Abdulrahman Bin Faisal University) started its
postgraduate program in 1985, and this was
followed in 1994 by an undergraduate program
[26]. In addition, the landscape architecture
department at King Abdulaziz University
received approval to establish a postgraduate
program in 2018. With 34 public universities
and 20 private universities in Saudi Arabia,
having only two that provide landscape
architecture programs seems a small number in
a country with a range of urban and
environmental challenges.

Despite the establishment of these courses, the
progress made in professional practice in Saudi
Arabia is uncertain, with only limited
contributions by landscape architects to projects
in the country. There are at present few jobs and
career opportunities, and there is also a lack of
confidence in Saudi landscape architects and
the quality of their work.

There is, nonetheless, a significant range of
projects on a national scale that can be
recognised as landscape works. However, as
Al-Mohannadi and Furlan [27] and Aoun and
Teller [28] explain, these projects were
designed by international firms using their own
consultants. For example, the Jeddah
Waterfront, which opened to the public in 2018,
was designed by KLA Kamphans GmbH, and
Ayres Saint Gross/Tropman and Tropman were
responsible for the development of the
historical city Aldiriyah. These projects and
many others do not involve Saudi landscape
architects.

Some 15 years after the establishment of the
academic department of landscape architecture,
the Civil Service Bureau established a job title
for landscape architecture graduates in 2001.
Even with this job title in place, however, the
involvement of Saudi landscape architects has
remained limited; this could be related to many
factors, such as a lack of understanding of the
field, a lack of confidence in the quality of Saudi
graduates, or the control of some specialists and
their lack of recognition of the importance of
landscape architecture [25], [26].

The Quality of Life Program provides an
opportunity for a change of direction, where
Saudi landscape architects can bring their
cultural understanding and technical skills to
bear in contributing to developments of national
importance.
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6 THE NEwW KINGDOM

In the last five years, the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia has been marching towards its new
vision to become one of the leading countries in
the world. Vision 2030 will be delivered
through 12 Vision Realization Programs (VRP),
one of which is the Quality of Life Program,
which was released by the Council of Economic
Affairs and Development in 2018 [1].

The Program’s overall objective is to ‘deliver
high quality of life to all KSA residents’ and it
is based on an analysis of internationally-
recognized quality of life measures which led to
the identification of the two principal
dimensions of the Program, namely livability
and lifestyle:

e Livability — ‘establish world-class
livability standards across FSA cities.’

o Lifestyle — ‘develop vibrant lifestyle
options for KSA residents.’

Under these principal dimensions, the Program
has identified ten categories for delivery, as
shown in Table 1:

Table 1 Quality of Life Program categories

livability Lifestyle

Infrastructure and )
Entertainment
transport

Housing, urban )
Heritage, culture and

design and
) arts
environment
Healthcare Sports
Economic and
education Recreation
opportunities

Security and socio- )
i Social engagement
environment

In addition, it was essential for each region in
Saudi Arabia to understand and become aware
of the natural, social and cultural context before
implementing the Program. Before identifying
the necessary major development in the 13
regions of Saudi Arabia, the Program therefore
took into account five factors, which are size of
the population, average household income,
geography and climate, population preferences,
and the key infrastructure required.
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It is recognised that the Quality of Life Program
itself has interdependencies with other VRPs. In
particular, the National Transformation
Program 2020 seeks to improve urban design
and rehabilitate natural landscapes.

7 LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE AND
THE QUALITY OF LIFE PROGRAM

There is a range of studies that demonstrate the
relationship between quality of life and
landscape architecture theory and practice work
[29], [30], [31], [32], [33], [34]. Similarly, the
objectives and goals of the Quality of Life
Program relate to the landscape architect’s
scope of work and roles and responsibilities,
especially in the categories of infrastructure and
transport; housing, urban design and the
environment; and security and the socio-
environment.

Achieving the Program’s goals depends on the
extent to which an interactive and integrated
physical environment can be created for the
individual and society. Such an environment
should be recognised as having a positive
impact on the behavior and psychology of
individuals through the application of
innovative and effective solutions that are
embodied in urban development projects based
on the residents’ needs and desires [13], [14].
Saudi landscape architects are important actors
in shaping the decision to make, promote and
enhance life and civilization in one way or
another. Therefore, we need to acknowledge the
importance of our urban decisions by allowing
the best-equipped specialists to make these
decisions, so the decisions meet the residents’
needs and, in turn, promote their sense of
belonging and happiness and enhance the
quality of life in the cities.

To establish where landscape architects could
be most effective in making this contribution,
the present study looked at the 220 initiatives
through which the Quality of Life Program will
deliver its outcomes; these initiatives are
divided across the ten categories shown in Table
1. The project types that emerge from this
analysis are shown in Figure 2.

Figure ¥ : Quality of Life Program 2020
proposed projects types (Source: Author)

The scope of work for landscape architecture in
professional practice is wide-ranging because of
the variety of issues and projects that can be
conducted through landscape architecture. In
regard to the natural environment, landscape
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architecture work can include desertification,
conservation and the development of forests,
oases, pastures and all means of natural
resources, as well as the provision of natural
protection places (nature reserves) and land

Built Environment

Natural Environment

Residential
== Nature reserves =
landscape
u Sustainable i Water
development management

Environmental
assessment

- Urban design

reclamation [35].

In work on the built environment, there is a
range of projects for which the involvement of
landscape architects is important, such as
recreational projects, including parks and theme
parks, waterfronts, museums and open
exhibitions. Furthermore, the involvement of
landscape architects is essential in those
projects dealing with the urban context and
community. Abusaada and Bdr [35] note that
landscape architects play an important role in
the design of education and health projects.
Their role is also very important in those
projects with historical and archaeological
value, projects with political, ideological and
religious significance, and projects involving
the design of squares and public squares in
cities. Furthermore, landscape architecture
encompasses an artistic sense of the ways in
which living elements, namely plants and water,
can be managed [35], [36].

The review of the proposed projects types
against the roles and responsibilities of the

landscape architect shows that many of the
Quality of Life Program’s proposed projects
can be conducted by landscape architects in
partnership with other professions. This work
includes improvement of the country’s
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infrastructure and the suitable provision of
transportation and other services, where
landscape architects are part of a team of
engineers and experts, helping and assisting
other disciplines to improve the quality of life

Cultural and Historical

Social Environment .
Environment

Recreational
o e == Museums
facilities
— City parks — Exhibitions

Tourist attractions

and achieving the Kingdom’s vision.

8 CONCLUSION

This paper identifies the importance of the
landscape architect profession to the Quality of
Life Program 2020. Making this link is
important because the profession has been
neglected in Saudi Arabia as a result of
misunderstanding and a belief that landscape
architecture is part of other professions and does
not warrant separation [35]. This view is
compounded by a general lack of knowledge
about the field of landscape architecture [13].

To move forward, landscape architects must
immediately identify their contribution to the
Program, mainly by examining Program
objectives and translating them into a
professional language that will enable
landscape architecture tasks to be described.
The first step would be to outline the reasons for
achieving a satisfactory quality of life by
establishing systems that support and contribute
to the creation of new and effective projects in
Saudi cities. The second step would be to
explain how attractive and stimulating
environments can be created by participating in
the development of various activities and
ensuring they enhance the quality of life of the
individual and society.
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The desired outcomes will stem from landscape
architectural designs being provided as
solutions for projects. It is important to
emphasize the importance of the collaboration
between the related disciplines involved in the
design of these projects, including architecture,
planning, urban design and all other associated
disciplines.

In the future, it seems likely that the number of
projects emanating from Vision 2030 will drive
demand for the involvement of Saudi landscape
architects. However, because there are a limited
number of academic institutions providing the
Kingdom with graduates in this field, there
could well be a need to establish new landscape
architecture departments in Saudi universities.

It is essential for decision-makers to understand
the importance of the landscape architecture
profession, not only to achieve the objectives of
the Quality of Life Program 2020 but also to
assist the country in achieving the major
changes implicit in Vision 2030. In addition, the
involvement of young Saudi landscape
architects will strengthen the country’s ability
to realize the vision by providing an
understanding of the challenges from a youth
perspective, using their knowledge and
experience.

The country is facing a huge transformation and
so it is essential that individual decisions within
the urban landscape industry support public
decisions based on the priority of quality of
community life and development. This
approach will help when it comes to improving
and enhancing communities from various
perspectives, such as social cohesion, personal
and community physical and mental wellbeing,
and the provision of sufficient public services.

Landscape architects must respond to the
development movement in the Kingdom and
contribute to achieving the vision and programs
established by the government to enhance
residents’ lives. Through research,
experimentation and learning, landscape
architects will help the country and other
disciplines to create liveable spaces and projects
that will assist cities to become amongst the best
in the world. Landscape architects believe that
the effect and changes made on the city
communicate a particular message and
language that everyone can read and
understand—that of art.

Published by Scholarworks@UAEU, 2019
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