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ABSTRACT

In this article, I analyze poems by Misuzu Kaneko, focusing on how Japanese
demonstratives help the reader perceive the world the poet creates. The analysis is based on the
classification of Japanese demonstratives discussed in Iori (2007).

First, demonstratives with exophoric reference based on spatial relations presuppose
concrete relations between the referent, the speaker, and the hearer in space. In the case of
poems, there is one more perspective involved: the reader, who may or may not be the same as
the hearer. This means that a poem may assume the existence of two distinct worlds, one with
the speaker (and the hearer) in it, and the other with the reader and the poem in it. The
demonstrative kono (this) with exophoric reference based on a spatial relationship can bring the
two worlds together, as in the poem Fusuma-no E (The Picture on the Sliding Doors), in which
the poet pretends to be in (a picture of) a forest on sliding doors. Not only does she succeed in
making the reader feel that she is close by, but also she takes the reader into another world deep
in the forest. In the poem Kono Michi (This Path), on the other hand, the same demonstrative
captures the moment the poet comes out of the poem and urges the reader to follow the path
that lies ahead, with the poet walking beside them.

Second, demonstratives with exophoric reference based on a notional relationship signal
that the referent is in the speaker’s memory. They are used in cases where the speaker and the
hearer share information or experience, or in monologues. In poems, this usage prompts the
reader to infer that the referent has had a certain relationship with the speaker in the past. The
demonstrative in the first stanza of Naka-naori (Friends Again) tells the reader that it is a
monologue, which in turn implies that the referent of ano ko (that girl) is the speaker’s only
friend. The poem Wasureta Uta (The Song I Cannot Recall) uses ano (that) based on a notional
relationship and kono (this) based on a spatial relation. Together they emphasize the gap
between the speaker’s distant memory of her mother and the reality in which she cannot even
recall the second half of the song her mother used to sing.

Finally, demonstratives with endophoric reference build cohesive relations among the
expressions in the discourse. In Hasu-to Niwatori (The Lotus and the Chicken), the use of
cohesive relations in a recursive pattern creates a structure that suggests to the reader that the
being that watches over and guides the lotus, the chicken, and the speaker’s consciousness, is
perhaps even watching over the reader as well.
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