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A Message from the Dean

Dear Members of the Class of 2013:
On behalf of the New York Law School Board of Trustees and Faculty, 
congratulations on reaching this great moment in your lives and in the life 
of the School. I am proud to have served as your dean over the past year and 
look forward to continuing to serve and work with you as you join the ranks 
of our distinguished alumni.

The legal profession is rapidly changing and you are joining it at a time when 
there are great challenges, but also great opportunities. Please know that you 
are not alone as you step forward on this incredible journey.

New York Law School will be by your side as you make this critical transition 
from law student to lawyer and will continue to provide you the support and 

motivation you need to realize your personal goals, to advance justice, and to build a better society now and 
in the future.

The study of law is not easy, nor is it supposed to be. It is not a luxury, but a privilege. And the responsibilities 
we are charged with as lawyers are often of great consequence to the personal liberties and livelihoods of 
those who entrust us.

From day one, all of you understood this, and rose to meet the demands of training for your chosen path. The 
study and practice of law requires the development of knowledge, leadership, perspective, professionalism 
and preparedness. And it requires the commitment, tenacity, and nimbleness to navigate the complexities 
and competitiveness of the systems that govern the judiciary, government regulators, and business.

Because of New York Law School, because of your drive, because of the support of our community and your 
friends and family, you are ready for this journey, and to undertake it proudly and successfully. The benefits 
of your labor will be realized over a rewarding lifelong career.

As you move ahead into new worlds, seize opportunities, build relationships, and begin to apply your 
knowledge and skills in your own creative ways, you must recognize that you are not leaving the New York 
Law School community, but becoming an even deeper part of it. Ours is a community unlike others. We 
have committed to be there for each other: as resources, as allies, and as champions, to ensure a collective 
well-being and growth.

No matter where you go, continue to draw on your New York Law School education and to look to this 
great city as a source of inspiration — a city that both shares and shapes our values: sustaining and fostering 
independence, diversity, opportunity, professionalism, service to others, leadership, and innovation that is 
emulated globally, and, of course, the drive and ambition to be the very best. That’s what it means to be part 
of New York’s law school.

Recognizing why you earned a law degree, and the positive impacts that experience has had on your life, will 
allow you to make a difference in the lives of those you touch, inform, and counsel. Indeed, your achievements 
and promise fuel my confidence that the best days for us all, and for New York Law School, lie before us.  

Congratulations!

Sincerely,

Anthony W. Crowell 
Dean and President, Professor of Law



4   |   New York Law School 

Board of Trustees

* On leave from Board. 

Officers

Armando T. Belly
Nancy Lee Berkowitz ’97 *
Tonio Burgos
Anthony A. Capetola ’70
Vincent A. Carbonell ’99
Alan W. Clark ’77
David B. Cornstein
Michael A. Costa ’81
John E. Estes ’95
Lawrence N. Field ’63
Kathleen Grimm ’80
Howard M. Lorber
John D. McMahon ’76
Susan Mendik Tarkinow

Ross F. Moskowitz ’84
Howard Nottingham
Ben Pascariu, M.D. *
Steven E. Pegalis ’65
Andrew S. Penson ’84
Charles E. Phillips Jr. ’93
Norman J. Radow ’81
Robert J. Raymond ’94
John J. Reddy Jr. ’79
Alan J. Schnurman ’71
Sybil Shainwald ’76
Steven B. Shapiro ’84
Eli Wachtel
James D. Zirin

Arthur N. Abbey ’59   
Chairman of the Board
Gerald C. Crotty ’76  
Vice Chairman of the Board
Jeffrey D. Knowles ’75
Vice Chairman of the Board

Hon. Ernst H. Rosenberger ’58  
Vice Chairman of the Board
Anthony W. Crowell    
Dean and President, Professor of Law 

Trustees

Alexander D. Forger
Maurice R. Greenberg ’50

Ronald LaBow ’62
Hon. Francis T. Murphy Jr. ’52

Trustees Emeriti

Anthony W. Crowell, B.A., J.D.   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Dean and President, Professor of Law
Deborah N. Archer, B.A., J.D.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Associate Dean for Academic Affairs and Professor of Law
Adam W. Barrett, B.A., J.D.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Associate Dean for Admissions and Financial Aid 
Darren S. Bloch ’04, B.A., J.D.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Vice President for Public Affairs
Camille Broussard, B.S., J.D., M.L.S.  . . . . . . . . . Director of the Library, Associate Dean for Information Services,  

and Professor of Law
Suzanne J.S. Davidson, B.A., J.D.  . . . . . . Associate Dean and Vice President, Development and Alumni Relations
Joan Fishman, B.A., M.A.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Associate Dean for Institutional Accountability
Nancy J. Guida, B.A.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Vice President, Marketing and Communications
Mariana Hogan, A.B., J.D.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Associate Dean of Student Development and Professor of Law
Stuart A. Klein, B.S.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Vice President and Chief Financial Officer
Carole Post, B.S., J.D.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Executive Vice President and Chief Strategy and Operations Officer 

Officers of Administration
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Full-Time Faculty and Instructional Staff
2012–13

Susan J. Abraham
Deborah N. Archer
Beverly Balos
Jodi S. Balsam
Melynda H. Barnhart
Richard C.E. Beck
Tamara C. Belinfanti
Lenni B. Benson
Andrew R. Berman
Anna Blaine
Robert Blecker
Lloyd Bonfield
Michael Botein
Frank A. Bress
James Brook
Camille Broussard
Heidi K. Brown
Carol A. Buckler
Kirk D. Burkhalter ’04
Eugene Cerruti
Elizabeth Chambliss
David Chang
Lung-chu Chen
Richard Chused 
Anthony W. Crowell
Stephen J. Ellmann
David M. Epstein
Aleta G. Estreicher
Diane L. Fahey
Mary Louise Fellows
Ronald H. Filler
Kris Franklin
Doni Gewirtzman
Mercer Givhan
Anne Goldstein
Brandt Goldstein
Marcey L. Grigsby ’06
James Grimmelmann
Lawrence M. Grosberg
Jeffrey J. Haas
Kim Hawkins
Cynara Hermes ’03
Mariana Hogan

Alan D. Hornstein
Dan Hunter
Chaumtoli Huq
Sandra K. Janin ’75
Randolph N. Jonakait
Gerald Korngold
Peter C. Kostant
Molly Land
William P. LaPiana
Arthur S. Leonard
David Levine
Jethro K. Lieberman
Joseph L. Marino
Richard D. Marsico
Michael T. McCarthy
Carlin Meyer
Howard S. Meyers
William R. Mills
Frank W. Munger
Stephen A. Newman
Beth Simone Noveck
Lynnise E. Pantin
Rudolph J.R. Peritz
Michael L. Perlin
Edward A. Purcell Jr.
Sadiq Reza
Michael H. Roffer ’83
Rebecca Roiphe
Ross Sandler
David S. Schoenbrod
Houman B. Shadab
Richard K. Sherwin
Faith Stevelman
Nadine Strossen
Lynn Boepple Su
Ruti G. Teitel
Ann F. Thomas
Marshall E. Tracht
Frank Tuerkheimer
William Wang
Daniel A. Warshawsky
Mark B. Wessman
Erika L. Wood

Faculty Emeriti
Hon. Frederic S. Berman ’51
Sydney M. Cone III
B. James George Jr.
Quintin Johnstone
Kim M. Lang
Richard A. Matasar
Joyce D. Saltalamachia
James F. Simon
Michael B.W. Sinclair

Ross F. Moskowitz ’84
Howard Nottingham
Ben Pascariu, M.D. *
Steven E. Pegalis ’65
Andrew S. Penson ’84
Charles E. Phillips Jr. ’93
Norman J. Radow ’81
Robert J. Raymond ’94
John J. Reddy Jr. ’79
Alan J. Schnurman ’71
Sybil Shainwald ’76
Steven B. Shapiro ’84
Eli Wachtel
James D. Zirin

Hon. Ernst H. Rosenberger ’58  
Vice Chairman of the Board
Anthony W. Crowell    
Dean and President, Professor of Law 

Ronald LaBow ’62
Hon. Francis T. Murphy Jr. ’52



6   |   New York Law School 

Adjunct Faculty
2012–13

Distinguished Adjuncts 
R.B. Bernstein  
Tai-Heng Cheng 
James Hagy  
Lawrence Lederman  
Peter J. Strauss 

Chitra Aiyar
Edward Ambrosino 
Brigitte Amiri 
Alan I. Appel ’76 
Karen Artz Ash ’80 
Lee Augsburger 
Ann Schofield Baker ’97 
John Baker  
Carmen Barbazan 
John Barrie 
Robert Baum 
Kathryn L. Bedke 
Steven Bennett 
Michelle Benoit 
Barbara Bishop 
Michael Blakeney 
Joshua Blank ’06 
Erin Bond ’08 
Courtney Bowie 
Anne Marie Bowler 
S. Gregory Boyd 
Judith Bresler ’74 
Laura Brevetti 
Gerard Brew 
William D. Buckley 
Emily Campbell 
Jeremiah ( Jed) Candreva ’07 
Peter Canelias 
Raymond Castello 
Nancy Chadrjian 
Pei Pei Cheng-de Castro ’00 
Amit Chhabra 
Kenneth Citarella 

Margaret L. Clancy 
Alessandro Cocco 
Berwin Cohen ’99 
Louise Cohen 
Pamela Cohen 
Faith Colangelo 
Mark Conrad 
Michael Considine 
Julia Ann Cort 
Bridget Crawford  
Heather Cucolo ’03 
Lindsay A. Curcio 
Jeffrey Curiale  
Eva Marie Cusack ’00 
Elizabeth Dambriunas ’85
Michael D’Angelo 
Bruce H. David ’92 
Lenore Davis 
Paul Davison 
Cesar de Castro ’00 
C. Nathan Dee 
Lisa Del Pizzo 
Mark F. Dewan 
Alan Dixler 
Gregory Dolin 
David Dorfman 
Deborah Dorfman ’92 
Donna Dougherty 
Hon. Laura Drager 
James Emory ’88 
Robert Erb ’91 
Paula Estrada de Martin ’10 
Mary Jo Eyster 
Kathryn Farrara ’06 
Jeffrey Ferguson ’82 
Lucas A. Ferrara 
Alex Ferrini 
David L. Ferstendig 
Daniel Finkelstein 
Marc Firestone 
Robert J. Firestone ’90 

David Fish ’96 
Lisa Fleischman 
Joseph Forgione 
Richard Friedman 
Michele Galietta 
Paul Gardephe 
Theresa Garelli 
Charles Gelinas Jr.  
Elizabeth Gertz 
Joseph Giamboi 
Hon. Judith J. Gische 
David Glass 
Gail Goldfarb 
Leslie Greene 
Kathleen Grimm ’80 
Charles Guria ’86  
Emanuel Halper 
William Heinzen 
Randy Henrick 
Sarah Hardin Hines 
Martha R. Hochberger 
Ruth Hochberger 
Richard M. Horowitz 
Mona Houck ’04 
Terry J. Ilardi 
Joanne Ingham 
Laura Jacobs 
William Jannace ’92 
Rhonnie Jaus 
Phillip Jelsma
Peter Johnson ’96 
Stephen D. Kahn 
Abraham Kasdan 
Andrew Katz 
Judith Kaufman 
Andreas Otto Kellerhals 
Michael Kelly 
Sara Kelsey 
Sarah Kerr 
Steven L. Kessler 
Hon. Diane Kiesel 
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Michael Kliegman 
Carolyn Klos ’07 
Jay Kogan 
Paula Konikoff 
Anna Kozoulina ’00 
David Kuney 
Stephen Kupperman 
Kathryn LaFortune 
Richard Landman ’88 
Steven Lee 
Margaret Sipser Leibowitz 
Dean W.M. Leslie 
Kelly Levi 
Ian Levin
Martin P. Levin ’83 
Joseph Lewczak 
John Lewis
Marc M. Lewis ’95 
Paul Lieberman ’79  
Garry Lischin ’79 
Amy Littman 
Erin Lloyd  
Steven Lofchie 
Thelma Loshkajian 
Joseph J. Maltese ’73 
Gary Mandel 
Peter Marchetti 
Michael S. Marino 
Robert Marino II ’94
Danielle Mazzini-Daly 
Terry McKay 
Deborah McNamara 
John Meringolo ’99 
Philip J. Michaels ’76 
Martin Minkowitz 
Shelley Mitchell 
Hon. William Mogulescu 
David T. Moldenhauer 
Avraham C. Moskowitz 
John J. Mulligan 
Catherine Napolitano 

Ancela Nastasi 
Elizabeth Nevins-Saunders 
Udi Ofer 
Bethany Ow ’09 
Karen Owen-Talley 
Dennis Parker 
Steven E. Pegalis ’65 
F. Peter Phillips 
Russell J. Pinilis 
Steven Plotnick 
Aaron J. Polak 
George Pompetzki ’86 
Sherry Ramsey ’98 
David Raskin ’94 
John J. Reddy Jr. ’79 
Patrick Reilly 
Tracy Reimann 
William Renahan 
Michael Resko 
Andrea Risoli ’00 
Lisa Rivera 
Jeffrey Robins 
Luis Rodriguez Jr. ’99 
Daniel Rosen 
Zvi Rosen 
Hon. Ernst Rosenberger ’58 
Randi Rosenstein 
Andrew Rothman 
Michael Rubinstein 
C. Mario Russell 
Michael P. Ryan 
Robbie Sabel 
David G. Samuels 
Rosalie Sanderson 
Anne-Marie Santangelo 
Lawrence Sapadin 
Lisa Schatz-Vance ’94 
Lawrence Schnapf ’84 
Paul Schneiderman 
Kathleen Scott  
Philip C. Segal ’73 

David L. Shapiro 
Sonja Shield  
Ilene Shifrin 
David Shimkin 
Richard Siegler 
Adam Silberlight
Mark A. Silberman 
Ventura Simmons ’94 
Cary Stewart Sklaren 
Claudia Slovinsky 
Richard Sobelsohn 
David Soskin ’08 
Lawton W. Squires ’83 
Alex Stein 
Kim Susser 
Julian Swearengin 
Eva Szeli 
Karen Owen Talley ’95 
Gary L. Tidwell 
Steven Tillem 
L. Stanton Towne 
Noreen Travers 
Andrew Turro 
Francis J. Valentino 
Karen Varriale  
Alan Vinegrad 
Mark von Sternberg 
Genevieve Wachtell 
Nancy Waite
Susan Walsh 
Benjamin Weinstock 
Robert W. Wien ’76 
Jack Williams 
Hon. Patricia Anne Williams 
Justin Xenitelis ’06 
Peter Zablotsky 
Ariella Zarfati 
Michelle Zierler 
Lee Zimet ’85
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Order of Exercises

 Anthony W. Crowell, Presiding 

PRELUDE Jubilate Deo—Gregor Aichinger 
 Contrapunctus—J.S. Bach 
 Quintet #1—Victor Ewald

MARSHALS  Victoria Eastus, Assistant Dean, Academic Affairs 
 Oral Hope, Assistant Dean and Registrar

PROCESSIONAL  Pomp and Circumstance, No. 1 Op. 39—Sir Edward Elgar 
 Triumphal March, Aida—Giuseppe Verdi

GREETINGS Anthony W. Crowell
 Dean and President, Professor of Law

THE NATIONAL ANTHEM Dondre D. Greenhouse
 Class of 2013

INTRODUCTION OF Anthony W. Crowell
OLD GUARD 
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AWARDING OF PRIZES Otto L. Walter Distinguished Writing Awards 
 Presented by Professor Stephen J. Ellmann 

 Faculty Awards
 To be announced

 Student Awards
  Erin Piper Andrews 
  For the article, “Avoiding the Technical Knockout: Tackling the  

Inadequacies of Youth Concussion Legislation”

 David Alan Rosenberg 
  For the article, “The Slippery Slope of Search Warrant Law under Michigan 

v. Summers: A Proposed Spatial Limitation for Occupants”

 *The Finalists for the Trustees’ Prize for the Highest Average
 Presentation by Dean Archer 
 Day Division Evening Division
 Erin Piper Andrews Matthew Alan Block
 Emma S. Blumer  Kimberly A. Braun
 Matthew C. DeFrancesco   Michael Lengel Jr.
 David Hunter McCallum   Hanna Rubin
 Kelly Rose LeGrand Weiner  Jodi Ziesemer
 
 The Alfred L. Rose Award for Excellence
 Presentation by Associate Dean Mariana Hogan
 Eberle Rae Schultz
 Matthew Alan Block 

 The Dean’s Award for Student Leadership
 Presentation by Dean Hogan
 Chelsea D. Beshore
 Kaitlin Jaxheimer

 Class of 2013 Teaching Award
 Presentation by Chelsea D. Beshore, President, Student Bar Association
 Professor Tamara C. Belinfanti

*  Based on fifth semester grades for Day Division and seventh semester grades for Evening Division students. The final awards will be 
made after all grades are complete in June, to the student with the highest average in each division.
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Order of Exercises (continued)

STUDENT REMARKS Elizabeth D’Antonio
 Kiiru Gichuru

CONFERRING OF  Doctor of Laws (LL.D.)
HONORARY DEGREE Introduction by Anthony W. Crowell
 Presentation by Arthur N. Abbey ’59
 Michael R. Bloomberg, Mayor of the City of New York

COMMENCEMENT  Michael R. Bloomberg
ADDRESS 

AWARDING OF  Presentation by Michael R. Bloomberg
PRESIDENT’S MEDAL Arthur N. Abbey ’59, Chairman, Board of Trustees

CONFERRING OF  Introduction of Candidates
STUDENT DEGREES Professor Ronald H. Filler
 Professor Marshall Tracht
 Professor Ann F. Thomas
 Associate Dean Suzanne J. S. Davidson
 Professor Camille Broussard
 Professor Doni Gewirtzman
 Professor William P. LaPiana
 Professor Michael L. Perlin
 Professor Nadine Strossen

 Presentation of Candidates 
 Dean Crowell

 Conferring of Degrees 
 Chairman Abbey

CLOSING REMARKS  Dean Crowell 

RECESSIONAL  Two Voluntaries—Henry Purcell
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Honors and Prizes
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May 19, 2013
Based on fifth semester grades for Day Division and seventh semester grades for Evening Division students.   
Final honors will be determined after all grades are posted in June.

Summa Cum Laude
Erin Piper Andrews
Matthew Alan Block
Emma S. Blumer
Kimberly A. Braun
Matthew C. DeFrancesco

Michael Lengel Jr.
David Hunter McCallum
Kelly Rose LeGrand Weiner
Jodi Ziesemer

Magna Cum Laude 
Saman Aminolsharei
Danielle Alexandra Ash
Michael Bonsignore
Leah Dawn Braukman
Vivian Carballo
Stephanie Michele Chichetti
Kienan D. Christianson
Sean Francis Cornely
Vanessa I. Craveiro
René H. DuBois
Danielle Marie Esposito
Dinu Petru Gangure
Neil Anthony Giovanatti
Sarah T. Hansel
Jeffrey A. Kahn
Ryan Garrity Lewis
Emery L. Lyon

Kathleen M. Maher
Michael A. Mahovlic
Gillad Matiteyahu
James Edward Maunz
Jared Mogil
Katherine Jane Nixon
Natalie Anne Phillips
Peter B. Phillips
Joseph Thomas Kasper Rapice
Yasamin Tara Roomina
Hanna Rubin
Laura Tucker Schnaidt
Rachel L. Schneider
Eberle Rae Schultz
Stephanie J. Stewart
Charlotte H. Underwood
Caleb L. Vesey

Degrees with Honors
These honors will be awarded after computation of final grades and will be announced on the Law School’s website.

February 1, 2013

Magna Cum Laude
Nat Guerriera Jonathan Marc Reinstein 

Dana Leigh Capone 
Steve Cohen 
Stacy Ann Dasaro 
Soon June Han 

Helina Manesis 
Alyssa Petrenko 
David Alan Rosenberg

Cum Laude



121st Commencement   |   13

Cum Laude 
Adena L. Altman
Jennifer Baek
Tommas F. Balducci
Alexander R. Barrett
Joseph D. Bianco
Kathryn Blackmer
Bridget Meta Blindert
Michael R. Brancheau
Jennifer B. Cahn
Susanna Carls
Robert C. Carroll
Jennifer Chandler
Jordann R. Conaboy
Megan Crespo
Jessica Cynowiec
Elizabeth D’Antonio
Eda Derhemi
Joshua A. Druckerman
Robert Christopher Faulstich
Fara Fiore
Emily J. Freeborn
Kreuza Ganolli
Tara Irene Gatto
Melanie G. Gelfand
Joseph James Gianetti
Tracy Faye Goldberg
Michael Vincent Gordon
Tara Hewitson
Michaelan Hill
Meryl A. Hoeft
Jake N. Jamison
Allison Hayley Janell
Kaitlin Jaxheimer
Timothy R. Johnson
Oliver Holdship Jones
Michael Karpf
Jason Katz

Terence P. Keegan
Bradley James Kesselman
Aleksandra Kravets
Alexis LaMagna
Dmitry Lapin 
Matthew Alexander London
Alison Julia Lynch
Lauren Majchrowski
Xan Lynn Marshall
Vincent Miletti
Sarah Milewski
Elizabeth B. Osley
Adam T. Parks
Lailah Hanit Pepe
Gregory Perrotta
Gregory Regensburg
Jason Nathaniel Richland
Jeremiah Rygus
Nicole Scarangella
George C. Sciarrino
Carolyn Sheehan
Lauren Elizabeth Smith
Ilana Joslyn Snyder
Shantal D. Garibaldo Sparks
Reid W. Swanson
Andrew Carl Thompson
Jaclyn Tyndorf
Cassandra Rae Volkheimer
Lilia Volynkova
Katherine Voran
Christopher D. Warren
Renée C. Welker
Adam Maxwell Wolk
Anatoliy Yusupov
Michael I. Zack
Melissa A. Zeigler
Benjamin Zellner
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Commencement Prizes

american law institute-american 
bar association (ali-aba) continuing 
professional education scholarship  
& leadership award

 Shantal D. Garibaldo Sparks

chief justice rose e. bird award  
for motivation in pursuing  
public interest law

 Kiiru Gichuru
 Petal Maharaj Hwang
 Lailah Hanit Pepe

professor lung-chu chen award  
for excellence in the field  
of human rights

 Vanessa I. Craveiro

helen & andrew dokas memorial award  
for excellent achievement

 Megan Crespo
 Amanda Leigh Davis

professor stephen j. ellmann  
clinical legal education prize

 Annie Erin Causey

faculty award for outstanding service  
to the new york law school law review

 Timothy R. Johnson
 Joseph Thomas Kasper Rapice

the daniel finkelstein writing award

  Danielle Alexandra Ash, Jeffrey A. Kahn, Laura 
Tucker Schnaidt, and Katherine Voran, for their 
article, “Leasing Space in New York City:  
A Practical Guide for Technology Start-Ups”

the ruben s. fogel commencement 
award for excellence in 
constitutional history and death 
penalty (established in honor of 
professor robert blecker)

 Elizabeth D’Antonio

alexander d. forger award for  
distinguished service to the 
profession

 Cortney Blair Nadolney
 Jeremiah Rygus

media center award for  
outstanding performance

 Jaclyn Tyndorf

the abraham “avi” mund prize  
for excellence in information  
technology and the law

 Ryan Garrity Lewis

roger j. miner award for outstanding 
editorial contribution to the new 
york law school law review

 Danielle Alexandra Ash
 Terence P. Keegan
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national association of  
women lawyers award

 Eberle Rae Schultz

new york law school law review award  
for best note

 David Alan Rosenberg

new york law school moot court  
association best advocate award

 Ariella Spitalnick

new york law school national  
moot court team 

 Vanessa I. Craveiro
 Robert James Scibetti Jr.
 Ariella Spitalnick
 Melissa A. Zeigler

new york law school moot court 
award for serving with distinction 

 Kathryn Blackmer
 William H. Kleindienst
 Amit Patel
 Jessica Richardson

order of the barristers

 Addya Bhowmick
 Geoffrey Albert Bleau
 Vanessa I. Craveiro
 Cristina Marie Grullón
 Chloe Andrea Mentar
 Zachary L. Nathanson 
 Amit Patel
 Robert James Scibetti Jr.
 Ariella Spitalnick
 Melissa A. Zeigler

honorary order of the  
barristers award

 Professor Peggy Sipser Leibowitz

joseph solomon award for excellent  
character and fitness

 Erin Piper Andrews
 Vivian Carballo

ernst c. stiefel writing award  
for excellence in comparative- 
common civil law

  René H. DuBois, for his article,  
“Understanding the Scope of the Foreign  
Trade Antitrust Improvement Act Using  
Tort Law Principles as a Guide”
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Commencement Prizes (to be announced)
These prizes will be awarded after computation of final grades and will be announced on the Law School’s website.

professor joseph t. arenson award 
for excellence in wills and decedents’ 
estates

	 	 u

center for new york city law fellowship

	 	 u

elsberg prize for proficiency 
in the law of contracts—evening 
division

	 	 u

sylvia d. garland award for excellence 
in subjects relating to civil litigation

	 	 u

harry a. gotimer admiralty award
for outstanding work 
in the field of admiralty law

	 	 u

milton s. gould award 
for proficiency in the law
of contracts—day division

	 	 u

professor albert kalter award 
for excellence in tax law 

	 	 u

professor james p. kibbey memorial award 
for excellence in commercial law 

	 	 u

d. george levine memorial award 
for the highest grade in the law 
of real property

	 	 u

professor robert r. rosenthal award 
for excellence in new york practice

	 	

professor henry rothblatt award 
for criminal advocacy 

	 	 u

murray stockman memorial award 
for the highest average in the 
law of evidence

	 	 u

louis susman memorial award for 
excellence in the study of the 
law of evidence

	 	 u

woodrow wilson award for proficiency 
in constitutional law

	 	 u

henry j. wolff award for proficiency 
during a full course of study—evening 
division

	 	 u

ross gnesin award for excellence 
in workers’ compensation law

	 	 u

abraham markhoff writing award 
(for workers’ compensation)

	 	 u

new york law school alumni  
association awards

Professor Vincent Lolordo Award
for Excellence in Administration
of Criminal Justice

Dr. Max Reich Award for Excellence 
in Civil Trial Advocacy

Professor Ivan Soubbotitch Award for Excellence in 
Poverty Law and Civil Rights
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Recognition
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John Marshall Harlan Scholars

The John Marshall Harlan Scholars honors program is named for New York Law School’s alumnus and 
United States Supreme Court justice who served on the Court from 1955 to 1971. The program offers 
selected students the opportunity to pursue focused study in a field of law, including directed curricula, 
scholarship, and other academic projects, through affiliation with one of the Law School’s academic 
centers. We are pleased to acknowledge the Harlan Scholars of the Class of 2013.

Erin Piper Andrews 
Center for Real Estate Studies

Danielle Alexandra Ash 
Center for Real Estate Studies

Jennifer Baek 
Institute for Information Law and Policy

Tommas F. Balducci 
Institute for Information Law and Policy

Matthew Alan Block 
Center for Business and Financial Law

Emma S. Blumer 
Institute for Information Law and Policy

Michael Bonsignore 
Justice Action Center

Michael R. Brancheau 
Center for Real Estate Studies

Leah Dawn Braukman 
Institute for Information Law and Policy

Kimberly A. Braun  
Center for International Law

Vivian Carballo  
Center for International Law

Jennifer Chandler 
Institute for Information Law and Policy

Stephanie Michele Chichetti 
Center for Professional Values and Practice
Institute for Information Law and Policy 

Kienan D. Christianson 
Justice Action Center

Sean Francis Cornely 
Center for Business and Financial Law

Vanessa I. Craveiro 
Justice Action Center
Center for International Law

Megan Crespo 
Justice Action Center

Matthew C. DeFrancesco 
Center for Business and Financial Law

Christoph S. Doellefeld 
Center for International Law
Institute for Information Law and Policy

Joshua A. Druckerman 
Institute for Information Law and Policy

René H. DuBois 
Center for Business and Financial Law

Danielle Marie Esposito 
Justice Action Center

Robert Christopher Faulstich 
Institute for Information Law and Policy

Emily J. Freeborn 
Center for Business and Financial Law

Dinu Petru Gangure 
Center for International Law

Melanie G. Gelfand 
Institute for Information Law and Policy

Joseph James Gianetti 
Justice Action Center

Neil Anthony Giovanatti 
Center for International Law

Tracy Faye Goldberg 
Institute for Information Law and Policy

Michael Vincent Gordon 
Center for Business and Financial Law

Nat Guerriera 
Center for Real Estate Studies

Soon June Han 
Center for Business and Financial Law

Sarah T. Hansel 
Justice Action Center

Meryl A. Hoeft 
Justice Action Center

Dorian Iafeliece 
Justice Action Center

Kaitlin Jaxheimer 
Center for Business and Financial Law
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Timothy R. Johnson 
Center for International Law

Jeffrey A. Kahn 
Center for Business and Financial Law
Center for Real Estate Studies

Bradley James Kesselman 
Center for Business and Financial Law

Aleksandra Kravets 
Center for Business and Financial Law

Michael Lengel Jr.
Center for Real Estate Studies

Emery L. Lyon 
Center for Real Estate Studies

Kathleen M. Maher 
Center for Business and Financial Law

Michael A. Mahovlic 
Center for International Law

Lauren Majchrowski 
Institute for Information Law and Policy

Helina Manesis 
Center for Business and Financial Law

Xan Lynn Marshall 
Institute for Information Law and Policy

Gillad Matiteyahu 
Center for Business and Financial Law

James Edward Maunz 
Center for International Law

David Hunter McCallum 
Center for International Law

Jenny L. Mecum 
Institute for Information Law and Policy

Katherine Jane Nixon 
Center for New York City Law
Center for Real Estate Studies

Elizabeth B. Osley 
Center for New York City Law

Gregory Perrotta 
Justice Action Center

Natalie Anne Phillips 
Center for International Law

Peter B. Phillips 
Center for Business and Financial Law

Joseph Thomas Kasper Rapice 
Center for International Law

Jason Nathaniel Richland 
Justice Action Center

David Alan Rosenberg 
Justice Action Center

Hanna Rubin 
Justice Action Center

Laura Tucker Schnaidt 
Center for Real Estate Studies

Rachel L. Schneider 
Center for Business and Financial Law

Eberle Rae Schultz 
Justice Action Center

George C. Sciarrino 
Institute for Information Law and Policy

Lauren Elizabeth Smith 
Center for Business and Financial Law

Stephanie J. Stewart 
Justice Action Center

Andrew Carl Thompson 
Center for Real Estate Studies

Charlotte H. Underwood 
Justice Action Center

Caleb L. Vesey 
Center for International Law
Institute for Information Law and Policy

Cassandra Rae Volkheimer 
Justice Action Center

Lilia Volynkova 
Justice Action Center

Katherine Voran 
Center for Real Estate Studies

Christopher D. Warren 
Center for Business and Financial Law

Kelly Rose LeGrand Weiner 
Center for International Law
Justice Action Center

Anatoliy Yusupov 
Center for Business and Financial Law

Michael I. Zack 
Institute for Information Law and Policy

Melissa A. Zeigler 
Justice Action Center
Center for New York City Law

Jodi Ziesemer 
Justice Action Center



20   |   New York Law School 

Center and Program Associates 

New York Law School is pleased to recognize the members of the Class of 2013 who have completed the 
curricular programs and projects as required to be an associate of one of the academic centers or programs 
listed below.

Alexandra Lee Admans 
Center for Real Estate Studies
Justice Action Center

Adena L. Altman 
Center for International Law

Saman Aminolsharei 
Center for Business and Financial Law
Center for Real Estate Studies

Amira Ammar 
Diane Abbey Law Center for Children and Families
Justice Action Center

Elizabeth Ashley Arismendy 
Diane Abbey Law Center for Children and Families

Aimee Zenaida Arrambide 
Justice Action Center

Robin Brooke Axelman 
Diane Abbey Law Center for Children and Families
Justice Action Center

Jennifer Baek 
Justice Action Center

Nicole J. Barillaro 
Center for Real Estate Studies

Elizabeth A. Barry 
Center for Real Estate Studies

Nicole Rachel Barton 
Center for Real Estate Studies

Tal Basis 
Institute for Information Law and Policy

Catherine Baxter 
Institute for Information Law and Policy

Chelsea D. Beshore 
Justice Action Center

Addya Bhowmick 
Center for Real Estate Studies

Benjamin Birchenall 
Center for Real Estate Studies

Katie Lee Bireley 
Diane Abbey Law Center for Children and Families

Lindsey Blacker 
Institute for Information Law and Policy

Kathryn Blackmer 
Center for Real Estate Studies

Jack David Bohannon 
Diane Abbey Law Center for Children and Families

Bryan Scott Bortnick 
Institute for Information Law and Policy

Polina Brandis 
Institute for Information Law and Policy

Ty J. Brennan 
Center for Real Estate Studies

Jacob W. Brown-Steiner 
Institute for Information Law and Policy

Tiesha S. Bursese 
Center for Real Estate Studies

Richard Paul Byrne 
Center for International Law

Jennifer B. Cahn 
Justice Action Center

Alexandra Campbell 
Diane Abbey Law Center for Children and Families

John Carabello 
Center for Real Estate Studies

Eva Carey 
Institute for Information Law and Policy

Susanna Carls 
Institute for Information Law and Policy

Robert C. Carroll 
Institute for Information Law and Policy

Edgar Rafael Cepeda 
Institute for Information Law and Policy
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Shubha Mathur Chandra 
Center for International Law

Alexander Chazkel 
Center for Real Estate Studies

Mark Raymond Cintron 
Institute for Information Law and Policy

Samantha Nicole Clifford 
Diane Abbey Law Center for Children and Families
Justice Action Center

Aaron Collins 
Institute for Information Law and Policy

Matthew Cremer 
Center for Real Estate Studies

Stacy Ann Dasaro 
Center for Real Estate Studies

Amanda Leigh Davis 
Justice Action Center

Emani Davis 
Diane Abbey Law Center for Children and Families

Tyler J. Davis 
Institute for Information Law and Policy

Xusana Rocío Davis 
Justice Action Center

Eric Matthew Dean 
Center for Real Estate Studies

Melissa DeFrances 
Institute for Information Law and Policy

Samantha Elizabeth Delao 
Institute for Information Law and Policy

Eda Derhemi 
Center for Real Estate Studies

Max Dilendorf 
Center for Real Estate Studies

Nicholas DiLorenzo 
Center for Real Estate Studies

Joshua Dorries 
Center for Business and Financial Law

Zachary Kenneth Elliott 
Center for Business and Financial Law

Aisha Cheri Elston-Wesley 
Center for International Law
Justice Action Center

Ashley Rebecca Eyzengart 
Institute for Information Law and Policy

Laurent Francois Faucqueur 
Center for Business and Financial Law

Antonio G. Fernandes 
Center for Real Estate Studies

Noelle Forbes 
Justice Action Center

Suzy Sami Gaber 
Center for International Law

Lindsay M. Gamble 
Center for Real Estate Studies

Kreuza Ganolli 
Diane Abbey Law Center for Children and Families

Tara Irene Gatto 
Center for Business and Financial Law

Albina Gertsberg 
Center for Real Estate Studies

Joseph James Gianetti 
Diane Abbey Law Center for Children and Families

Kiiru Gichuru 
Justice Action Center

Fabio Alexander Gomez 
Institute for Information Law and Policy

Joshua Nathan Gordon 
Center for Real Estate Studies

Aaron Graham  
Diane Abbey Law Center for Children and Families

Heather M. Hicks 
Center for International Law
Justice Action Center

Michaelan Hill 
Justice Action Center

Brett Andrew Hirsch 
Institute for Information Law and Policy
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Center and Program Associates (continued)

Meryl A. Hoeft 
Diane Abbey Law Center for Children and Families

Benjamin Robert Humphreys 
Institute for Information Law and Policy

Marie Hutchins 
Diane Abbey Law Center for Children and Families

Petal Maharaj Hwang 
Justice Action Center

Steven Interrante 
Center for Real Estate Studies

Allison Hayley Janell 
Center for Business and Financial Law

Oliver Holdship Jones 
Center for Real Estate Studies

Damion C. Josephs 
Institute for Information Law and Policy

Aaron M. Julka 
Center for International Law

Samantha A. Kapelman 
Justice Action Center

Chaitanya Katikala 
Institute for Information Law and Policy

Jack Katsman 
Center for International Law
Institute for Information Law and Policy

Somya Kaushik 
Center for International Law

Corinne Fairchild Kavanagh 
Justice Action Center

Jamin Koo 
Center for Real Estate Studies

Jacob Korder 
Justice Action Center

Avinoam Laby 
Center for International Law

Meghan Lalonde 
Program in Law and Journalism

Dmitry Lapin 
Center for International Law
Institute for Information Law and Policy

Brittany Noel Latour 
Institute for Information Law and Policy

Michael Lavach 
Institute for Information Law and Policy

Richard Layliev 
Center for Real Estate Studies

Adrian Lee 
Institute for Information Law and Policy

Maria Lefelman 
Diane Abbey Law Center for Children and Families

Janine M. Lewis 
Center for Real Estate Studies

Ryan Garrity Lewis 
Institute for Information Law and Policy

Anne Lindenhovius 
Institute for Information Law and Policy

Christine Long 
Center for International Law

Alison Julia Lynch 
Justice Action Center

Elizabeth Lyons 
Institute for Information Law and Policy

Mitchell Markarian 
Center for Business and Financial Law

Mitchell Zvi Markowitz 
Center for International Law

Justin Michael Marques 
Center for Real Estate Studies

Julian Maxwell 
Center for Real Estate Studies

Stephanie Kristen McDougall 
Diane Abbey Law Center for Children and Families

Maria Gertrudis Mejia 
Institute for Information Law and Policy

Nicholas Paul Melito 
Center for Business and Financial Law

Carl-Alain Memnon 
Center for Business and Financial Law
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Jacqueline Merkher 
Institute for Information Law and Policy

Jared Mogil 
Institute for Information Law and Policy

Ryan Morrison 
Institute for Information Law and Policy
Program in Law and Journalism

Cortney Blair Nadolney 
Justice Action Center

Zachary L. Nathanson 
Institute for Information Law and Policy

Kimberly O’Toole 
Center for Business and Financial Law

Sondah Ouattara 
Center for International Law
Justice Action Center

Adam T. Parks 
Center for Business and Financial Law
Institute for Information Law and Policy

Amit Patel 
Institute for Information Law and Policy

Anand Patel 
Center for Real Estate Studies

Hetal Patel 
Justice Action Center

Lailah Hanit Pepe 
Justice Action Center

Kayla Pesserillo 
Center for Real Estate Studies

Emily Anne Picard 
Institute for Information Law and Policy

Joycelyn Alanna Pittard 
Institute for Information Law and Policy

Pihra Pizzingrilli 
Diane Abbey Law Center for Children and Families

Kristen Porro 
Center for Business and Financial Law
Center for Real Estate Studies

Valeria Prizimenter 
Center for International Law

Ilya Prokopets 
Center for Real Estate Studies
Institute for Information Law and Policy

Timothy John Pullen 
Center for Real Estate Studies

Kendall Renee Randolph 
Center for International Law
Justice Action Center

Joseph Thomas Kasper Rapice 
Center for Business and Financial Law

Robert Redding 
Institute for Information Law and Policy

Naomi Reyes 
Institute for Information Law and Policy

Jessica Richardson 
Center for International Law

Jason Louis Rindenau 
Institute for Information Law and Policy

Irma Anne Rivera 
Justice Action Center

Yasamin Tara Roomina 
Center for Business and Financial Law

Matthew C. Rosenthal 
Institute for Information Law and Policy

Param Kapur Sahni 
Center for Business and Financial Law

Aleida Sainz 
Justice Action Center

Jessica Charlotte Samaras 
Center for International Law

Oscar Sanchez 
Diane Abbey Law Center for Children and Families

Steven Schneider 
Center for Business and Financial Law
Institute for Information Law and Policy

Arden Askin Schweich 
Justice Action Center
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Center and Program Associates (continued)

Vivianna Schwoerer 
Center for Real Estate Studies

Jennifer  Scolnick 
Center for Real Estate Studies

Jason Sender 
Institute for Information Law and Policy
Justice Action Center

Matthew Sereno 
Institute for Information Law and Policy

Da’Nielle Serrano 
Institute for Information Law and Policy

Shirali Ravindra Shah 
Justice Action Center

Justin Shain 
Center for International Law
Institute for Information Law and Policy

Justin David Sharp 
Center for International Law

Hanoch Sheps 
Institute for Information Law and Policy

Jason Silver 
Institute for Information Law and Policy

Ilana Joslyn Snyder 
Center for International Law

Justine Alexandra Stringer 
Diane Abbey Law Center for Children and Families

Reid W. Swanson 
Center for Business and Financial Law
Center for Real Estate Studies

Jonathan Hoy-Ho Tam 
Institute for Information Law and Policy

Sonia Tapryal 
Justice Action Center

Ryan Elizabeth Todd 
Center for International Law

Amanda Marie Toombs 
Diane Abbey Law Center for Children and Families

Jaclyn Tyndorf 
Institute for Information Law and Policy

Kevin D. Vance 
Center for Business and Financial Law

Douglas Varacalli 
Center for International Law

Cassandra Rae Volkheimer 
Diane Abbey Law Center for Children and Families

Scheherazade Wasty 
Center for Business and Financial Law

Brandon H. Weinstein 
Institute for Information Law and Policy

Benjamin T. White 
Institute for Information Law and Policy

Amanda Christine Wichot 
Justice Action Center

Shanecquea D. Williams
Center for International Law

Andrew James Witt 
Center for Real Estate Studies

Robert Wnorowski 
Diane Abbey Law Center for Children and Families

Adam Maxwell Wolk 
Center for Real Estate Studies

Deborah Wollenberg 
Diane Abbey Law Center for Children and Families

Blaise Woodworth 
Center for Business and Financial Law

Maria Irene Zachariadis 
Center for Real Estate Studies
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New York Law School Law Review

Adena L. Altman 
Saman Aminolsharei 
Erin Piper Andrews 
Danielle Alexandra Ash 
Jennifer Baek
Tommas F. Balducci 
Matthew Alan Block 
Emma S. Blumer 
Michael Bonsignore 
Michael R. Brancheau 
Leah Dawn Braukman 
Kimberly A. Braun 
Jennifer B. Cahn 
Vivian Carballo 
Jennifer Chandler
Stephanie Michele Chichetti 
Kienan D. Christianson 
Sean Francis Cornely 
Vanessa I. Craveiro 
Megan Crespo
Matthew C. DeFrancesco 
Christoph S. Doellefeld 
Joshua A. Druckerman 
René H. DuBois 
Danielle Marie Esposito 
Robert Christopher Faulstich 
Emily J. Freeborn 
Melanie G. Gelfand 
Joseph James Gianetti 
Neil Anthony Giovanatti 

Tracy Faye Goldberg 
Michael Vincent Gordon 
Nat Guerriera 
Sarah T. Hansel 
Meryl A. Hoeft 
Dorian Iafeliece 
Kaitlin Jaxheimer
Timothy R. Johnson 
Jeffrey A. Kahn 
Chaitanya Katikala 
Terence P. Keegan 
Bradley James Kesselman 
Aleksandra Kravets 
Michael Lavach 
Michael Lengel Jr.
Emery L. Lyon 
Kathleen M. Maher 
Michael A. Mahovlic 
Lauren Majchrowski 
Helina Manesis 
Xan Lynn Marshall 
Gillad Matiteyahu 
James Edward Maunz 
David Hunter McCallum 
Jenny L. Mecum 
Jared Mogil
Katherine Jane Nixon 
Elizabeth B. Osley 
Gregory Perrotta 
Natalie Anne Phillips 

Peter B. Phillips 
Joseph Thomas Kasper Rapice 
Jason Nathaniel Richland 
Yasamin Tara Roomina 
David Alan Rosenberg 
Hanna Rubin
Laura Tucker Schnaidt
Rachel L. Schneider 
Eberle Rae Schultz 
George C. Sciarrino 
Lauren Elizabeth Smith 
Stephanie J. Stewart 
Reid W. Swanson 
Andrew Carl Thompson 
Kaitlyn Tooker
Charlotte H. Underwood 
Caleb L. Vesey 
Cassandra Rae Volkheimer 
Lilia Volynkova 
Katherine Voran
Christopher D. Warren 
Kelly Rose LeGrand Weiner 
Katie Lee Wright 
Thomas Edward Wrocklage 
Anatoliy Yusupov 
Michael I. Zack 
Melissa A. Zeigler 
Jodi Ziesemer

The New York Law School Law Review is the Law School’s journal for legal scholarship. Members are 
primarily Harlan Scholars, selected for that honor and for the Law Review based on their GPAs, although 
a few students are selected through a writing competition. Law Review editors work with the faculty to 
plan academic symposia as well as with the faculty publisher to select papers for publication. The editors 
edit all articles, and are responsible for all aspects of the publication process. We are pleased to recognize 
their achievements.
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New York Law School Moot Court Association

The New York Law School Moot Court Association is a student-run organization that focuses on oral 
advocacy and brief writing skills at the appellate level. Students are accepted into the organization 
by competing in the Charles W. Froessel Moot Court Competition, a constitutional law intramural 
competition. The Froessel Competition is one of the most challenging intramural competitions in the 
country and one of the most demanding recruiting tools used by a moot court association in selecting its 
members. We are pleased to recognize the members of the Moot Court Association.

Addya Bhowmick 
Kathryn Blackmer
Geoffrey Albert Bleau 
Lucy Boyadzhyan 
Vanessa I. Craveiro 
René H. DuBois 
Elena Fast
Neil Anthony Giovanatti 
Cristina Marie Grullón 

Sarah T. Hansel 
Benjamin Robert Humphreys 
Cleo M. Johnson 
Damion C. Josephs 
Michael Karpf
William H. Kleindienst 
Chloe Andrea Mentar 
Zachary L. Nathanson 
Teresa Grazia Neri 

Amit Patel
Jessica Richardson
Robert James Scibetti Jr.
Jason Sender
Hanoch Sheps
Ariella Spitalnick 
Kaitlyn Tooker
Gabrielle A. Venito 
Melissa A. Zeigler 
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New York Law School Dispute Resolution Team

Tommas F. Balducci
Tal Basis
Geoffrey Albert Bleau
Joseph M. Bonomo
Edgar Rafael Cepeda
Mark Raymond Cintron
Jacqueline Fasano

Tracy Faye Goldberg
Joshua Nathan Gordon
Chaitanya Katikala
Jamin Koo
Jacob Korder
Ryan Garrity Lewis
Alison Julia Lynch

Danielle Medeiros
Amit Patel
Jonathan Pillischer
Jason Silver
Allison Tenenbaum
Ilevu Yakubov

The New York Law School Dispute Resolution Team is a student-run co-curricular organization that 
trains members in day-to-day lawyering skills in order to prepare them to represent the School in client 
counseling, negotiation, mediation, and arbitration competitions across the country. Membership is by 
invitation only, and is based on outstanding performance either in the NYLS Intramural Negotiation 
Competition or through a rigorous writing and planning admissions process. NYLS is pleased to recognize 
these graduating members of the Dispute Resolution Team.



Public Service Certificate

Elizabeth Ashley Arismendy 
Robin Brooke Axelman 
Tommas F. Balducci 
Chelsea D. Beshore 
Joseph D. Bianco 
Matthew Alan Block 
Lisa M. Brandquist 
Kimberly A. Braun 
Kerryanne Burke
Yissel Cabrera
Vivian Carballo
Christopher A. Carrion
Edgar Rafael Cepeda 
Gloria Mercedes Chacon 
Shubha Mathur Chandra 
Samantha Nicole Clifford 
Steve Cohen 
Kristina Cretella 
Xusana Rocío Davis 
Samantha Elizabeth Delao 
Aisha Cheri Elston-Wesley 
Danielle Marie Esposito 
Theresa J. Fortin 
Suzy Sami Gaber 

Kreuza Ganolli
Kiiru Gichuru 
Neil Anthony Giovanatti 
Aaron Graham
Danielle Guerrero
Danielle Nicole Guida 
Stephanie Hamberger
Leanne M. Healy 
Michaelan Hill
Marie Hutchins
Petal Maharaj Hwang 
Corinne Fairchild Kavanagh 
GinaMarie Killeen
Jacob Korder
Alexandra Keating Kourides 
Pawel Jan Koza 
Avinoam Laby
Kerry Elizabeth Lanzo 
Dmitry Lapin
Maria Lefelman
Fernando D. Maldonado 
Danielle Medeiros
Cortney Blair Nadolney 
Salomão Nascimento 

Zachary L. Nathanson
Hetal Patel
Lailah Hanit Pepe 
Irma Anne Rivera 
Joe Rubin
Julia Ryan
Jeremiah Rygus
Steven Schneider
Eberle Rae Schultz 
Amanda Freedberg Shapiro
Gilbert Sperling III 
Janet Marie Summers 
Ryan Elizabeth Todd
Kaitlyn Tooker
Amanda Marie Toombs
Jessica Voto
Mary Wang
Kelly Rose LeGrand Weiner 
Renée C. Welker 
Robert Wnorowski
Deborah Wollenberg
Donna Beta Yee 

The Office of Student Life is pleased to recognize the members of the Class of 2013 who have earned the 
Public Service Certificate. Students earning the certificate have performed at least 40 hours of voluntary 
service while in law school, or have a combination of at least 30 hours of voluntary service and another 30 
hours of public interest work done through a work-study placement, clinic, or externship.
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Patent Law Program

Bryan Scott Bortnick 
Stephanie Michele Chichetti 
Mark Raymond Cintron 
Melissa DeFrances 
Mercedes Lynn Hobson 
Damion C. Josephs 
Ryan Garrity Lewis 
Amit Patel
John Pyun 
Radoslaw Smolinski
Christina Lynn Tedeschi 

The Institute for Information Law and Policy is pleased to recognize the following students who have 
completed the requirements of the New York Law School Patent Law Program. The Program demands 
the completion of a rigorous course of study. Those law students who are eligible, as determined by the 
United States Patent and Trademark Office, also sit for the exam for admission to the Patent Bar prior 
to graduation. We are pleased to acknowledge the following members of the Class of 2013 who have 
successfully completed the Patent Law Program.
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The Graduating Class
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LL.M. in American Business Law 

Nicholas Davis
B.A. Union College
M.A. Seton Hall University
J.D. New York Law School

LL.M. in Real Estate

Nathaniel Alejandro
B.A. New York University
J.D. New York Law School

Sonia Chand
B.A. Purdue University
J.D. Thomas M. Cooley School  

of Law

Benjamin Jacobson
B.A. McGill University
J.D. New York Law School

Yesim Kadioglu
LL.B. T.R. Marmara University 

Faculty of Law

Anthony Lopez
B.A. Iona College
M.A. John Jay College of  

Criminal Law
J.D. City University of New York/

Queens College

Niema Mansouri
B.B.A. Hofstra University
J.D./M.B.A. St. Thomas  

University School of Law

Etienne Muhammad
B.S. Southern University
J.D. Southern University

Brent Robinson
LL.B. University of Kent

Shruti Sasidharan
B.A. Oberlin College
J.D. New York Law School

Demian C. Walker
B.A. Florida State University
J.D. Brooklyn Law School

May 19, 2013 and September 1, 2013 Candidates

Sougoto Ghosh
B.A. St. John’s University
M.A. St. John’s University
J.D. Touro Law Center

Ryan Mott
B.S. Arizona State University
J.D. Phoenix School of Law

Andrew Zang
B.A. Adelphi University
J.D. New York Law School

 

May 19, 2013 Candidates

LL.M. in Financial Services Law
February 1, 2013 Graduates

Gvantsa Chelidze
LL.M. Tbilisi State University 
LL.M. Johann Wolfgang Goethe 

University Frankfurt am Main 

May 19, 2013 Candidates
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LL.M. in Taxation

M.A. in Mental Disability Law Studies

Zuly Alvarado 
B.A. John Jay College of  

Criminal Justice

Stephanie Polito
B.A. Loyola College
M.A. John Jay College of  

Criminal Justice 

May 19, 2013 and September 1, 2013 Candidates

Edward Becker
B.A. Emory University
J.D. Benjamin N. Cardozo School 

of Law

Jennifer Bowes-McCann
B.A. Boston University
M.U.A. Boston University
J.D. St. John’s University

Sharon Brown
B.S. Northeastern University
M.S. Long Island University
J.D. Suffolk University School  

of Law

Dana Bunting
B.A. Dickenson College
J.D. New York Law School

Jeffrey Callahan
B.S. William Patterson College
J.D. New York Law School

Robert Cutrona
B.B.A. Pace University
J.D. New York Law School

Elliot Dimant
B.A. New York University
J.D. New York Law School
M.B.A. City University of  

New York/Baruch College
M.A. City University of New York/

Baruch College

Michael Epstein
B.S.M. Tulane University
J.D. Nova Southeastern University

Sean Fitzsimons
B.S. New York University
J.D. St. John’s University

Eric Kaplan
B.B.A. City University of  

New York/Baruch College
J.D. New York Law School

Monica Lee
M.A. University of St. Andrews
J.D. New York Law School

Louis Mancini
B.S. Villanova University
J.D. New York Law School

Jennifer McCarthy
B.S. Iona College
J.D. New York Law School

Daniel Minkis
B.A. Hebrew University of 

Jerusalem
LL.B. Hebrew University of 

Jerusalem

Catherine Murray
B.M. DePaul University
J.D. Benjamin N. Cardozo Law 

School

Rusudan Shervashidze
B.A. Zugdidi Independent 

University
J.D. Thomas M. Cooley Law School

Kayla Timmons
B.S. Alabama A&M University
J.D. Texas Southern University

Henry Ukazu
LL.B. Madonna University
B.L. Nigerian Law School

Martha Voelz
B.A. Hofstra University
J.D. New York Law School

May 19, 2013 and September 1, 2013 Candidates

Tanaz Daruwala
B.Com. Amrutben Jivanlal College 

of Commerce and Economics
LL.B. Government Law College

February 1, 2013 Graduates
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Amira Ammar
B.A. Wagner College

Aimee Zenaida Arrambide
B.S. University of Texas at Austin

Kenneth Evan Belkin
B.A. City University of New York/

Hunter College

Michael Anthony Bender Jr.
B.A. Ithaca College

Sarah Nabil Bibawy
B.A. City University of New York/

Hunter College

Simeon E. Boyar
B.A. University of Ottawa
M.S. Nazareth College Rochester 

Lynnett E. Brooks
B.A. Montclair State University

Mykel William Warren Brooks
Rutgers, The State University of 

New Jersey

Viet D. Bui
B.A. University of California/Los 

Angeles

Dana Leigh Capone
B.A. University of Arizona

Timothy Sean Carr
B.A. Mount Saint Clare College

Andrew Casas
B.A. Wagner College

Harold K. Chu
B.S. Pace University Pleasantville 
M.S. New York University

Aaron Y. Cinner
B.A. Touro College

Triciah Chivonne Claxton
B.A. New York University

Steve Cohen
B.A. Brown University

Stacy Ann Dasaro
B.S. Cornell University

Amanda Leigh Davis
B.A. University of Tampa

Liam C. Devlin
B.A. Northeastern University

Joshua Dorries
B.A. Denison University

Sean Michael Dusseau
B.A. West Virginia University 

Ari Nathan Feldman
B.A. Yeshiva University

Anthony V. Franzolin
B.A. Wagner College

Lindsay M. Gamble
B.S. New York University
M.B.A. New York Institute  

of Technology

Caitlin George
B.A. Bradley University

Jason Gilbert
B.A. University of Florida

Rachel L. Goldberg
B.A. State University of  

New York/Buffalo

Nancy Gong
B.A. Rutgers, The State University 

of New Jersey

Swathy Gopwani
B.S. City University of New York/

Lehman College
M.S. City University of New York/

Lehman College

Diana E. Grangio
B.A. Marist College

Toni Nicole Guarino
B.A. St. John’s University

Nat Guerriera
B.S. New York University

Alexandra Taylor Hamile
B.A. New School for Social Research

Soon June Han
B.A. University of California/ 

Los Angeles

Brittany Hartley
B.S. St. John’s University

Caitlin Jordan Herder
B.S. Boston University

Krystina P. Irving
B.A. Rutgers, The State University 

of New Jersey

Manija T. Italia
B.A. University of California/Davis

John H. Joseph
B.B.A. City University of  

New York/Baruch College

Karen Lau
B.S. Long Island University

Gene Yoon Lee
B.A. New School for Social Research

Alissa D. Levin
B.S. Florida International 

University

Paris Lofaro
B.A. University of North Carolina 

at Greensboro

Robert James Lucas
B.A. Hamilton College

Elizabeth Lyons
B.S. University of North Carolina/

Chapel Hill

Tracey Elizabeth Mack-Gorin
B.A. Mount-Holyoke College

Helina Manesis
B.S. The Ohio State University

Arthur McDonough
B.S. Villanova University

J.D. Graduates
February 1, 2013
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Stephanie Kristen McDougall
B.A. Adelphi University

Tonet S. McDowell
B.S. St. John’s University

Kimberly Jean Merriman
B.S. Pennsylvania State University

Lawrence C. Montle
B.A. New York University
M.B.A. Fordham University

Natalia Morozova
B.B.A. City University of  

New York/Baruch College

Thomas Olchon
B.A. Gettysburg College

Steven Parilis
City University of New York/

Queens College

Ina Pecani
B.A. Pace University

Jonathan Perl
B.S. Yeshiva University

Alyssa Petrenko
B.A. Columbia University

Emily Anne Picard
B.A. Columbia University

Alan K. Pollack
B.T.L. Yeshivat
Mikdash Melech

Anthony R. Portesy
B.S. State University of New York/

Stony Brook University

Zakiya Powers
B.A. Boston College

Timothy John Pullen
B.I.S. Arizona State University

John Pyun
B.A. State University of New York/

Buffalo
M.S. Polytechnic University

Naheed Rasul
B.S. University of California/San 

Diego

Jonathan Marc Reinstein
B.A. State University of New York/

Stony Brook University
M.S. Long Island University

Delawar Roashan
B.A. San Diego State University

Jeremy Rockman
B.A. Oberlin College

Edward Rooney
B.S. Villanova University

Gregory Rose
B.S. University of Maryland/

College Park

David Alan Rosenberg
B.A. New York University

Sanya Rosser
B.A. City University of New York/

John Jay College of Criminal 
Justice

Arden Askin Schweich
B.A. Boston University

Brian Shin
B.S. Johns Hopkins University

Mark David Shirian
B.S. New York University

Alan Smikun
B.B.A. City University of New 

York/Baruch College

Alexander Stim
B.A. State University of New York/

Stony Brook University

Justine Essex Stover
B.A. Franklin & Marshall College

Janet Marie Summers
B.A. New York University

Donatas Urbonas
B.A. Stevens Institute of Technology

Marissa L. Vitolo
B.B.A. James Madison University

Elke Weiss
B.A. City University of New York/

Hunter College
M.S. City University of New York/

Hunter College

Maureen Yvonne White
B.S. Savannah State College

Amanda Christine Wichot
B.A. Rutgers, The State University 

of New Jersey

Thomas Edward Wrocklage
B.S. Ramapo College of New Jersey

Ilevu Yakubov
B.S. City University of New York/

Queens College

Olga Zagika
City University of New York/

College of Staten Island

Michael Garrett Zelnick
B.A. University of Michigan

J.D. Graduates (continued)
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Jason Matthew Aaron
B.A. University of Delaware

Summana S. Abdul-Hasib
B.A. Temple University

Alexandra Lee Admans
B.A. California State University

Ololade Ajifowobaje
B.S. Pennsylvania State University

Latisha I. Allen
B.A. Boston University

Adena L. Altman
B.A. University of British Columbia

Saman Aminolsharei
B.Com. University of British 

Columbia

Bryan An
B.S. University of California/ 

San Diego

Erin Piper Andrews
B.A. Brown University

Daniel Arcuri
B.B.A. Pace University

Elizabeth Ashley Arismendy
B.A. Long Island University

Christina Arno
B.A. New York University

Danielle Alexandra Ash
B.A. Columbia University

Robin Brooke Axelman
B.A. University of California/Los 

Angeles

Blaire Kathleen Babcock
B.A. Seattle University

Jessica Leah Badt
B.A. University of Michigan

Jennifer Baek
B.A. Boston College

Tommas F. Balducci
B.A. State University of New York/

Binghamton

Stephanie Alise Balest
B.A. Duquesne University

Ryan Banich
B.A. University of California/Irvine

Nicole J. Barillaro
B.A. Quinnipiac University

Alexander R. Barrett
B.A. University of Tennessee/

Knoxville

Erica Lee Barrone
B.S. St. John’s University

Elizabeth A. Barry
B.A. Franklin & Marshall College

Nicole Rachel Barton
B.A. University of Southern 

California

Tal Basis
B.A. Rutgers, The State University 

of New Jersey

Marc Battipaglia
B.A. Emory University

Irina Bauer
B.A. Yeshiva University

Catherine Baxter
B.S. Georgia Institute of Technology

Margaret E. Beck
B.A. University of Illinois at 

Chicago

Stefanie Ann Behler
B.A. West Chester University of 

Pennsylvania
M.A. City University of New York/

John Jay College of Criminal 
Justice

Elizabeth Belt
B.A. Denison University

Chelsea D. Beshore
B.A. University of Kansas
M.A. Wichita State University

Addya Bhowmick
B.A. Northeastern University

Joseph D. Bianco
B.A. State University of New York/

Albany

Jennifer Stephanie Biondo
B.A. Fordham University

Benjamin Birchenall
B.A. University of Delaware

Katie Lee Bireley
B.A. University of Wisconsin

Lindsey Blacker
B.S. University of Delaware

Kathryn Blackmer
B.A. University of Michigan

Geoffrey Albert Bleau
B.A. Wabash College
M.A. New York University

Bridget Meta Blindert
B.B.A. Dakota State University
M.B.A. University of South Dakota 

Matthew Alan Block
B.S. Rider University

Emma S. Blumer
B.A. Skidmore College

Michael Bobick
B.B.A. University of Miami

Jack David Bohannon
B.A. Tulane University

Joseph M. Bonomo
B.S. St. John’s University

Michael Bonsignore
B.A. Emerson College

May 19, 2013 and September 1, 2013

J.D. Candidates
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Jacqueline Boone
B.A. City University of New York/

City College

Bryan Scott Bortnick
B.A. University of Miami

Aubrey Nicole Bowermaster
B.A. Loyola Marymount University

Lucy Boyadzhyan
B.A. Loyola Marymount University

Patrick Boyle
B.A. Boston College

Michael R. Brancheau
B.S. University of Illinois/Urbana

Polina Brandis
B.A. City University of New York/

Baruch College

Lisa M. Brandquist
B.A. City University of New York/

Brooklyn College

Leah Dawn Braukman
B.S. University of Florida

Kimberly A. Braun
B.A. Bucknell University
M.A. University of California/

Riverside

Ty J. Brennan
B.A. Gwynedd Mercy College

Ella Brodskaya
B.A. City University of New York/

Hunter College

Michael Steven Brown
B.S. Metropolitan State College

Jacob W. Brown-Steiner
B.A. State University of New York/

Oneonta

Jonah Bruno
B.A. State University of New York/

Plattsburgh
M.A. State University of New York/

Albany

Anthony Buono
B.A. State University of New York/

Stony Brook University

Piotr Burdzy
B.A. State University of New York/

Stony Brook University

Kerryanne Burke
B.A. City University of New York/

Hunter College

Tiesha S. Bursese
B.A. Hartwick College

Humberto Busto
B.B.A. Florida International 

University

Richard Paul Byrne
B.S. Carnegie Mellon University

Yissel Cabrera
B.A. University of Florida

Salvatore Cacovic
B.A. State University of New York/

Stony Brook University

Jason Cahill
B.A. Texas Tech University

Jennifer B. Cahn
B.A. Syracuse University

Samuel Calvo
B.A. City University of New York/

Brooklyn College

Alexandra Campbell
B.A. University of Michigan

John Carabello
B.S. Providence College

Vivian Carballo
B.A. Fairfield University

Eva Carey
B.A. University of Delaware

Damien Carlino
B.S. St. John’s University

Susanna Carls
B.A. Duke University

Christopher A. Carrion
B.A. City University of New York/

John Jay College of Criminal 
Justice

Robert C. Carroll
B.A. State University of New York/

Binghamton

Annie Erin Causey
B.A. University of North Carolina/

Charlotte

Jessica Jeanine Centauro
B.S. Fordham University

Edgar Rafael Cepeda
B.S. Saint Joseph’s University

Gloria Mercedes Chacon
B.A. Rutgers, The State University 

of New Jersey

Jennifer Chandler
B.A. Fordham University

Shubha Mathur Chandra
B.A. George Washington University

Soutric Chatterji
B.A. University of Pittsburgh

Alexander Chazkel
B.S. University of Delaware

Stephanie Michele Chichetti
B.A. Boston University

Kienan D. Christianson
B.A. Western Washington 

University

Andrew Chung
B.E. The Cooper Union for the 

Advancement of Science and Art

Mark Raymond Cintron
B.E. State University of New York/

Stony Brook University

Samantha Nicole Clifford
B.A. Boston College

J.D. Candidates (continued)
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Aaron Collins
B.P.S. Culinary Institute of 

America/New York

Jordann R. Conaboy
B.S. Fordham University

Sean Francis Cornely
B.A. Rutgers, The State University 

of New Jersey

Jonathan Cotler
B.A. McGill University

Kelli Coughlin
B.A. Syracuse University

Vanessa I. Craveiro
B.A. Rutgers, The State University 

of New Jersey

Matthew Cremer
B.A. University of Notre Dame

Megan Crespo
B.A. Montclair State University

Kristina Cretella
B.A. Monmouth University

Gidette Cuello
B.A. Florida Atlantic University

Jessica Cynowiec
B.A. Johns Hopkins University

Edward Albert D’Agostino
B.B.A. Hofstra University

Elizabeth D’Antonio
B.A. College of Charleston

Kristina Rupashree Das
B.A. Johns Hopkins University
M.S. Johns Hopkins University

Emani Davis
B.A. Vanderbilt University

Megan Davis
B.A. Lees-McRae College

Tyler J. Davis
B.S. Fashion Institute of Technology

Xusana Rocío Davis
B.A. Fordham University

Eric Matthew Dean
B.A. Flagler College

Lindsay Marie DeCicco
B.A. Fordham University

Aisha Decoteau
B.S. Nyack College

Melissa DeFrances
B.A. College of Saint Elizabeth

Matthew C. DeFrancesco
B.S. Villanova University

Samantha Elizabeth Delao
B.A. Adelphi University

Eda Derhemi
B.A. City University of New York/

Hunter College

Luis Diaz
B.S. State University of New York/

Cortland

Paulina Diefenbach
B.A. City University of New York/

Hunter College

Max Dilendorf
B.B.A. City University of New 

York/Baruch College

Nicholas DiLorenzo
B.B.A. Kent State University

Christoph S. Doellefeld
B.A. University of Washington

Daniel M. Donohue
B.S. Sacred Heart University

Joshua A. Druckerman
B.A. University of Vermont

Trevor Richards du Bois
B.A. University of Alaska/Fairbanks

René H. DuBois
B.B.A. City University of New 

York/Baruch College

Michael Duffy
B.A. College of the Holy Cross

Jonathan Eggers
B.A. Northeastern University

Robert W. Ehrlich
B.S. State University of New York/

Albany

Allison Elliott
B.S. University of Central Florida

Zachary Kenneth Elliott
B.S. Miami University Oxford

Aisha Cheri Elston-Wesley
B.A. California State University/

Fullerton

Danielle Marie Esposito
B.A. William Paterson University 

of New Jersey

Ashley Rebecca Eyzengart
B.A. University of Connecticut

Emily Frances Fagiola
B.A. James Madison University

Madeline G. Fajardo
B.A. Fordham University

Jacqueline Fasano
B.A. Duke University

Elena Fast
B.S. University of Massachusetts

Laurent Francois Faucqueur
B.S. University of Paris

Robert Christopher Faulstich
B.B.A. University of Miami

Patrick Fergus
A.B. Georgetown University
M.P.A. Long Island University

Antonio G. Fernandes
B.A. Western Connecticut  

State University

Fara Fiore
B.A. Adelphi University
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Samantha Flores
B.A. Adelphi University

Noelle Forbes
B.A. Syracuse University

Theresa J. Fortin
B.A. University of Massachusetts

Marlyn Frage
B.B.A. City University of New York/

Baruch College

Antony Francis
B.A. City University of New York/

Queens College

Mashaun Frank
B.B.A. University of Miami

Emily J. Freeborn
B.S. The Ohio State University

Dilenia Frias
B.A. Williams College

Suzy Sami Gaber
B.A. George Mason University

Caroline L. Gallagher
B.A. State University of New York/

Binghamton

Dinu Petru Gangure
M.D. University of Medicine & 

Pharmacology

Kreuza Ganolli
B.S. City University of New York/John 

Jay College of Criminal Justice

Jessica Garrett
B.A. University of Florida

Tara Irene Gatto
B.B.A. Villanova University

Melanie G. Gelfand
B.A. State University of New York/

Binghamton

Michael T. Genchi
B.S. Pennsylvania State University

Jodie Gerard
B.A. Vassar College

Albina Gertsberg
B.A. City University of New York/

Baruch College

Joseph James Gianetti
B.A. Montclair State University

Kiiru Gichuru
B.S. City University of New York/ 

New York City Technical College
M.A. City University of New York/

Brooklyn College

Neil Anthony Giovanatti
B.S. Michigan State University

James Clark Glenn IV
B.A. California State University/

Fullerton

Tracy Faye Goldberg
B.A. American University

Tracy Golden
B.A. New School for Social Research

Fabio Alexander Gomez
B.A. University of California/Riverside

Joshua Nathan Gordon
B.A. George Washington University

Michael Vincent Gordon
B.A. Dickinson College

Aaron Graham
B.A. University of Maryland/College 

Park

Kristin Grant
B.S. Howard University

Paul Greenberg
B.S. University of Management 

“TISBI”

Dondre D. Greenhouse
B.F.A. Carnegie Mellon University

Cristina Marie Grullón
B.A. Fordham University

Daniela Guerrero
B.S. Lehigh University

Danielle Nicole Guida
B.A. Long Island University

Lindsay Marie Gurbacki
B.S. University of Kansas

Stephanie Hamberger
B.A. State University of New York/

Binghamton

Sarah T. Hansel
B.F.A. New York University

Ross Bennett Harrison
B.A. George Washington University

Ashley L. Hart
B.A. Richard Stockton College of  

New Jersey

Erin Marie Hayes
B.S. James Madison University

Leanne M. Healy
B.A. The College of New Jersey

Alexandra Heicklen
B.A. Seton Hall University

Andrew A. Heitner
B.S. Skidmore College

Valdine Henrius
B.A. Eckerd College

Diana Hernandez
B.A. Seton Hall University

Cyrill Hester
B.A. University of Colorado

Tara Hewitson
B.A. Clark University

Heather M. Hicks
B.S. St. John’s University

Michaelan Hill
B.S. Lehigh University

J.D. Candidates (continued)



121st Commencement   |   39

Jared L. Hinsey
B.A. Pennsylvania State University

Brett Andrew Hirsch
B.A. University of the Pacific

Mercedes Lynn Hobson
B.S. University of California/Los 

Angeles

Meryl A. Hoeft
B.A. University of Wisconsin

Thomas Holdsworth
B.A. Monmouth University

Lynda Hu
B.S. City University of New York/

John Jay College of Criminal 
Justice

Benjamin Robert Humphreys
B.A. State University of New York/

Oneonta

Marie Hutchins
B.F.A. Cornish College of the Arts
M.B.A. University of Phoenix

Petal Maharaj Hwang
B.A. University of the West Indies

Dorian Iafeliece
B.A. Rutgers, The State University 

of New Jersey

Nicholas P. Iannuzzi II
B.A. Fordham University

Steven Interrante
B.A. State University of New York/

Binghamton

Saiful Islam
B.A. University of Vermont

Daniel S. Jaffe
B.A. Princeton University

Mahwash Jaffery
B.A. Fordham University

Cheryl Jakinovich
B.A. St. John’s University
M.A. City University of New York/

Queens College  

Brian James
B.A. Cornell University

Jake N. Jamison
B.A. Arizona State University

Allison Hayley Janell
B.S. University of Wisconsin

Kaitlin Jaxheimer
B.A. Dartmouth College

Nsenga Jenkins
B.A. Dickinson College

Cleo M. Johnson
B.S. University of Oregon

Timothy R. Johnson
B.A. James Madison University

Oliver Holdship Jones
B.A. Skidmore College

Richard Jones
B.A. State University of New York/

Binghamton

Damion C. Josephs
B.S. University of Virginia

Aaron M. Julka
B.S. University of Wisconsin

Jeffrey A. Kahn
B.S. Florida State University

Neha Kale
B.A. University of Rochester

Michael S. Kane
B.A. State University of New York/

Albany

Youn Wook Kang
B.A. Syracuse University

Samantha A. Kapelman
B.A. Union College/New York

Michael Karpf
B.A. University of Delaware

Chaitanya Katikala
B.A. New College of Florida

Jack Katsman
B.A. State University of New York/

Stony Brook University

Jason Katz
B.A. City University of New York/

Brooklyn College

Eric Kaufer
B.A. University of Massachusetts

Somya Kaushik
B.A. George Washington University

Corinne Fairchild Kavanagh
B.S. Providence College

Terence P. Keegan
B.A. Rutgers, The State University 

of New Jersey

Elizabeth L. Kern
B.A. New York University

Bradley James Kesselman
B.A. George Washington University

Mary Sangmi Khym
B.A. Rutgers, The State University 

of New Jersey

Angela E. Kiladitis
B.A. City University of New York/

Hunter College

GinaMarie Killeen
B.A. Florida State University

William H. Kleindienst
B.A. University of California/Irvine

Andrew Kluger
B.A. University of Wisconsin
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David Knappenberger
B.A. Wesleyan University

Danielle M. Koch
B.A. Montclair State University

Jamin Koo
B.A. American University

Jacob Korder
B.S. New York University

Alexandra Keating Kourides
B.A. Brown University

Pawel Jan Koza
B.A. New York University

Aleksandra Kravets
B.A. City University of New York/

Hunter College

Briana Leigh Kresic
B.A. Siena College

Vladimir Kulinenka
B.A. Flagler College

Avinoam Laby
B.A. Drew University

Mikko Lähteenmäki
B.A. American University of Paris
M.A. American University of Paris

Meghan Lalonde
B.A. State University of New York/

Purchase

Alexis LaMagna
B.A. Lehigh University

Kerry Elizabeth Lanzo
B.S. University of Scranton

Dmitry Lapin
B.A. City University of New York/

Baruch College

Carrie Jean Larson
B.A. University of Minnesota

Brittany Noel Latour
B.S. Auburn University
M.S. Auburn University

Michael Lavach
B.A. Wake Forest University

Richard Layliev
B.A. City University of New York/

Queens College

Adrian Lee
B.A. Boston College

Judy Chong Lee
B.A. Emory University
M.B.A. Georgia State University

Maria Lefelman
B.S. St. Petersberg State 

Engineering University

Michael Lengel Jr.
B.A. Marymount Manhattan 

College

Boris Y. Lepikh
B.A. City University of New York/

City College

Daniel Levit
B.S. Babson College

Janine M. Lewis
B.A. City University of New York/

Lehman College

Ryan Garrity Lewis
B.S. Villanova University

Anne Lindenhovius
B.A. William Smith College

Nicole R. Lloret
B.S. New York University

Megan D. Lohan
B.A. Siena College

Matthew Alexander London
B.A. Hofstra University

Christine Long
B.S. Georgia Institute of Technology

Susan Knight Long
B.A. Newcomb College of Tulane 

University
M.B.A. Pace University

Alison Julia Lynch
B.A. Mount Holyoke College

Matthew Lynch
B.S. Florida State University

Emery L. Lyon
B.A. Siena College

Ari Leonard Maas
B.S. Rutgers University

Lisa Macchia
B.A. New York University

Daniel John Magney
B.A. Dickinson College

Robert John Magrane
B.A. Franklin & Marshall College

Kathleen M. Maher
B.B.A. University of Notre Dame

Michael A. Mahovlic
B.S. Seton Hall University

Lauren Majchrowski
B.A. New York University

Fernando D. Maldonado
B.S. Rutgers University, The State 

University of New Jersey

Jillian Mangiacapra
B.B.A. George Washington 

University

Edward Mangosing
B.A. Boston University

Jennifer Ann Marcus
B.A. Indiana University

J.D. Candidates (continued)
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Mitchell Markarian
B.S. Hofstra University

Mitchell Zvi Markowitz
B.A. University of Massachusetts

Navjit Maroke
B.A. St. John’s University

Justin Michael Marques
B.A. Connecticut College

Peter J. Marshall
B.B.A. Loyola College in Maryland

Xan Lynn Marshall
B.A. Virginia Commonwealth 

University

Carlos Martinez
B.A. University of Vermont

Lindsay N. Marturano
B.A. Quinnipiac University

Gillad Matiteyahu
B.A. Boston University

James Edward Maunz
B.S. United States Air Force 

Academy

Julian Maxwell
B.A. Touro College

David Hunter McCallum
B.A. Vanderbilt University

Germania R. McCleese
B.A. Dominican College of Blauvelt

Justine McGuire
B.A. University of Scranton

Jenny L. Mecum
B.F.A. New York University, Tisch 

School of the Arts

Danielle Medeiros
B.A. Siena College

Maria Gertrudis Mejia
B.S. Loyola University/Chicago

Elba Melendez
B.S. Fordham University

Nicholas Paul Melito
B.A. Molloy College

Carl-Alain Memnon
B.S. Cornell University

Arthur James Mendola Jr.
B.A. William Paterson University 

of New Jersey

Chloe Andrea Mentar
B.S. City University of New York/

Hunter College
M.A. City University of New York/

Queens College

Jacqueline Merkher
B.F.A. Pratt Institute New York

Justin Christopher Meserole
B.S. St. John’s University

Jennifer Christine Mild
B.S. Fordham University

Vincent Miletti
B.A. City University of New York/

John Jay College of Criminal 
Justice

Sarah Milewski
B.A. University of North Carolina/

Chapel Hill

Emily Dean Miller
B.B.A. University of Miami

Jared Mogil
B.A. State University of New York/

Binghamton

Irina Moin
B.B.A. City University of New 

York/Baruch College

Justin Morales
B.A. Indiana University

Ryan Morrison
B.A. State University of New York/

Albany

Roxana Moussavian
B.A. New York University
M.A. New School for Social 

Research

Kenneth Charles Muller Jr.
B.A. Rollins College

Carl J. Muraco
B.S. Saint Joseph’s University

Cortney Blair Nadolney
B.A. University of Connecticut

Shanthi-Sree Nandam
B.A. University of Iowa

Salomão Nascimento
B.A. Rutgers, The State University 

of New Jersey

Zachary L. Nathanson
B.A. George Washington University

Teresa Grazia Neri
B.A. Fordham University

Katherine Jane Nixon
B.A. Queens University

Mary C. O’Donoghue
B.A. Richmond, American 

International University in 
London

Danielle Olverd
B.A. University of Miami

Aaron Nicholas Orcutt
B.A. St. John Fisher College

Elizabeth B. Osley
B.A. Rutgers, The State University 

of New Jersey

Kimberly O’Toole
B.A. Manhattanville College New 

York

Julie Elizabeth Otton
B.A. Bates College
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Sondah Ouattara
B.A. City University of New York/

Baruch College

Damla Özger
B.A. Georgetown University

Matthew Taub Palatnik
B.S. State University of New York/

Purchase

William Joseph Palazzolo
B.S. Bentley College

William L. Palka
B.S. Syracuse University

Joel W. Pangborn V
B.S. Florida State University

Maria T. Paolillo
B.B.A. Hofstra University

Adam T. Parks
B.S. Indiana University

Scott C. Paskal
B.A. Indiana University

Amit Patel
B.S. Illinois Institute of Technology

Anand Patel
B.A. University of Texas/Dallas 

Hetal Patel
B.A. Rutgers, The State University 

of New Jersey

Shirley Paul
B.A. Delaware State College
M.A. City University of New York/

Brooklyn College

Kristine Pecunia
B.A. Pennsylvania State University

Lailah Hanit Pepe
B.A. New School for Social Research

Adam Peralta
B.S. Muhlenberg College

Gregory Perrotta
B.A. City University of New York/

Baruch College

Kayla Pesserillo
B.S. Quinnipiac University

Ashley Danielle Philippe
B.A. State University of New York/

Albany

Daniel P. Phillips
B.S. St. John’s University

Natalie Anne Phillips
B.S. Vanderbilt University

Peter B. Phillips
B.A. California State University/

Long Beach

Renaldo Phillips
B.A. Columbia College
M.S. University of Denver

Jonathan Pillischer
B.A. State University of New York/

Albany

Carmen R. Piñero-Benítez
B.A. Adelphi University

Joycelyn Alanna Pittard
B.S. University of Houston

Pihra Pizzingrilli
B.A. University of Wisconsin

Maximilian James Polsky
B.A. Drew University

Kristen Porro
B.A. Pace University

Yuriy Potashnik
B.A. City University of New York/

College of Staten Island

Valeria Prizimenter
B.A. New York University

Ilya Prokopets
B.A. Arizona State University

Hiba Qazi
B.A. Hofstra University

Joseph Carmine Raffanello
B.A. Temple University

Timothy Ralls
B.A. Georgetown University

Jannine Ramlochan
B.S. Polytechnic University

Leann Rampulla
B.A. Muhlenberg College

Kendall Renee Randolph
B.A. San Diego State University

Joseph Thomas Kasper Rapice
B.A. Fordham University

Michelle Elizabeth Rauen
B.A. Wagner College

Muneeba Raza
B.A. New York University

Robert Redding 
B.A. University of California, 

Berkeley

Gregory Regensburg
B.A. State University of New York/

Binghamton

Christopher J. Reilly
B.A. Saint Joseph’s University

Nicole Reustle
B.A. Ithaca College

Naomi Reyes
B.S. University of Connecticut

Joshua Rhein
B.A. Fordham University

Shelley Richards
B.A. Rider University

Jessica Richardson
B.A. Western Connecticut State 

University

J.D. Candidates (continued)
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Jason Nathaniel Richland
B.A. Northeastern University

Aaron Daniel Riedel
B.A. Boston University

Jason Louis Rindenau
B.S. Rutgers, The State University of 

New Jersey
B.A. Rutgers, The State University 

of New Jersey

Erin Rivera
B.S. Embry Riddle Aeronautical 

University

Irma Anne Rivera
B.A. St. John’s University

Jose G. Rivera
B.A. New School for Social Research

Rob J. Rodgers
B.S. St. John’s University

Uri Roer
B.A. Yeshiva University

Yasamin Tara Roomina
B.S. University of Maryland/

College Park

Jessica Brooke Rosen
B.A. Lehigh University

David Rosenfeld
B.A. State University of New York/

Binghamton

Matthew C. Rosenthal
B.S. Lehigh University

John Brian Roswick
B.A. Brown University

Hanna Rubin
B.A. Bryn Mawr College

Joe Rubin
B.S. St. John’s University

Kelley M. Rutkowski
B.A. Rutgers, The State University 

of New Jersey

Julia Ryan
B.A. New York University
M.A. New York University

Jeremiah Rygus
B.A. University of Washington

Param Kapur Sahni
B.S. University of Florida

Aleida Sainz
B.A. University of Rochester

Peter R. Salerno II
B.A. University of Vermont

Judith del Carmen Salgado
B.S. St. John’s University

Jessica Charlotte Samaras
B.A. University of Maryland/

College Park

Oscar Sanchez
B.A. California State University

Samantha Marie Sannazzaro
B.A. Hofstra University

Mark J. Scancarella
B.A. Rutgers, The State University 

of New Jersey

Nicole Scarangella
B.A. State University of New York/

Binghamton

Laura Tucker Schnaidt
B.A. Columbia University

Rachel L. Schneider
B.A. University of Delaware

Steven Schneider
B.A. University of Florida

Eberle Rae Schultz
B.A. Wells College

Vivianna Schwoerer
B.A. State University of New York/

Stony Brook University

George C. Sciarrino
A.A.S. Parsons School of Design
B.A. Rollins College

Robert James Scibetti Jr.
B.S. Wagner College

Jennifer Scolnick
B.A. New York University

Michael N. Seif
B.S. Wingate College

Stacey L. Seltzer
B.S. Syracuse University

Jason Sender
B.A. Rutgers, The State University 

of New Jersey

Matthew Sereno
B.S. State University of New York/

Oneonta

Da’Nielle Serrano
B.A. Rutgers, The State University 

of New Jersey

Shirali Ravindra Shah
B.A. University of Rochester

Justin Shain
B.A. University of Delaware

Dmitriy Shakhnevich
B.A. City University of New York/

Brooklyn College

Igor Shandler
B.A. New York University

Amanda Freedberg Shapiro
B.A. University of Wisconsin

Justin David Sharp
B.S. San Francisco State University

Carolyn Sheehan
B.A. University of Pittsburgh

Hanoch Sheps
M.A. Rutgers University, The State 

University of New Jersey
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Genki Shiohara
B.A. College of the Holy Cross

Russel Shmargun
B.A. City University of New York/

Brooklyn College

James C. Silas
B.A. Colgate University

Benjamin F. Silfen
B.A. University of Colorado

Jason Silver
B.S. Monmouth University

Jacob Sirotkin
B.A. Hofstra University

Rebecca Smallberg
B.A. University of Maryland/

College Park
M.A. Ben-Gurion University – 

Israel

Lauren Elizabeth Smith
B.B.A. Baylor University

Radoslaw Smolinski
B.S. State University of New York/

Maritime College

Ilana Joslyn Snyder
B.A. Yeshiva University

Vincenzo S. Sofia
B.A. Union College/New York

Ronald W. Solares
B.A. Rutgers University, The State 

University New Jersey

Shantal D. Garibaldo Sparks
B.A. University of Texas/San 

Antonio

Gilbert Sperling III
B.A. California State University/

Dominguez

Ariella Spitalnick
B.A. New York University

Mariel Stack-O’Donnell
B.A. Mount Holyoke College

Stephanie J. Stewart
B.A. Fordham University

Mary Elizabeth Stone
B.S. University of Evansville

Justine Alexandra Stringer
B.S. New Mexico State University

Mohamed Suliman
B.A. Virginia Commonwealth 

University

Reid W. Swanson
B.A. Georgetown University

Devin E. Sweeney
B.A. Ramapo College of New Jersey

Gulnora Talipdzhanova
B.A. City University of New York/

Hunter College

Jonathan Hoy-Ho Tam
B.M.O.S. University of Western 

Ontario
M.B.A. Loyola Marymount 

University

Sonia Tapryal
B.S. Emerson College

Christina Lynn Tedeschi
B.A. University of New Mexico

Pia Katerina Santos Tempongko
B.S. Ateneo De Manila University

Allison Tenenbaum
B.A. University of Michigan

Katrina Theodorou
B.S. State University of New York/

Stony Brook University

Tara J. Thomas
B.S. State University of New York/

Albany

Andrew Carl Thompson
B.A. Mankato State University
M.A. Bowling Green State 

University

Ryan Elizabeth Todd
B.A. Providence College

Kaitlyn Tooker
B.A. Rutgers University, The State 

University New Jersey

Amanda Marie Toombs
B.S. State University of New York/

Albany

Elias D. Trahanas
B.S. Boston University

Jaclyn Tyndorf
B.S. Syracuse University

Charlotte H. Underwood
B.A. Skidmore College

Kevin D. Vance
B.S. Bloomsburg University of 

Pennsylvania

Douglas Varacalli
B.A. University of Colorado

Chloe Vargas
B.A. Boston College

David A. Vargas
B.S. Rutgers University, The State 

University New Jersey

Oliver J. Vega
B.A. Iona College

Gabrielle A. Venito
B.A. Marymount Manhattan 

College

Joshua Lorenzo Versoza
B.A. Temple University

Caleb L. Vesey
B.M. James Madison University

Cassandra Rae Volkheimer
B.A. Ithaca College

J.D. Candidates (continued)
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Lilia Volynkova
B.A. Kursk State University
M.A. Rutgers University, The State 

University of New Jersey

Katherine Voran
B.A. American University

Jessica Voto
B.A. New York University

Maxwell Wachtel
B.S. Skidmore College

Mary Wang
B.A. Drexel University

Christopher D. Warren
B.S. University of Phoenix

Scheherazade Wasty
B.A. Bryn Mawr College

Carly H. Weinberg
B.A. Tulane University

Kelly Rose LeGrand Weiner
B.A. New York University

Brandon H. Weinstein
B.A. University of Michigan

Elissa Sharon Weiss
B.S. University of Central Florida

Renée C. Welker
B.A. Dickinson College

Robert Whitbeck
B.A. Fordham University

Benjamin T. White
B.S. State University of New York/

Buffalo

Jennifer Williams-Alvarez
B.S. Texas A & M University

Shanecquea D. Williams
B.A. University of Florida

Andrew Wilson
B.S. Rutgers University, The State 

University of New Jersey

Andrew James Witt
B.A. Miami University/Oxford

Robert Wnorowski
B.A. Drew University

Adam Maxwell Wolk
B.A. Colgate University

Deborah Wollenberg
B.A. Lehigh University
MED Lehigh University

James David Wong
B.S. City University of New York/

Brooklyn College 
M.S. New York Institute of 

Technology

Blaise Woodworth
B.A. University of Minnesota/

Duluth

Katie Lee Wright
B.A. New York University

Naoki Yaguchi
B.A. New York University

Ling Z. Ye
B.A. St. John’s University

Michael Yedin
B.A. State University of New York/

Buffalo

Donna Beta Yee
B.A. State University of New York/

Albany

Jiarui Yin
B.A. Sichuan International Studies 

University
M.A. New York University

Anatoliy Yusupov
B.S. St. John’s University

Maria Irene Zachariadis
B.A. Boston University

Michael I. Zack
B.S. Bucknell University

Melissa A. Zeigler
B.S. Palm Beach Atlantic College

Benjamin Zellner
B.A. Skidmore College

Aicha Ziba
B.B.A. City University of New 

York/Baruch College

Jodi Ziesemer
B.A. Grinnell College
M.A. Fletcher School of Law & 

Diplomacy

Byron Z. Zinonos
B.B.A. City University of New 

York/Baruch College

Gadi H. Zohar
B.A. Rutgers University, The State 

University of New Jersey

Evan D. Zucker
B.A. Marist College/New York
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President’s Medal of Honor  
and  

Honorary Degree 
Recipients
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Michael R. Bloomberg
Mayor of the City of New York

Michael R. Bloomberg was elected the 108th Mayor of the City of New 
York in 2001. He began his career in 1966 at Salomon Brothers, and 
after being let go in 1981, he began Bloomberg LP, a start-up financial 
news and information company that now has more than 15,000 
employees around the world. 

As Mayor, Bloomberg has cut crime by more than 30 percent, 
revitalized the waterfront, implemented ambitious public health 
strategies, including the successful ban on smoking in restaurants and 
bars, and expanded support for arts and culture. His education reforms 
have driven graduation rates up by more than 40 percent since 2005. 

The Mayor’s economic policies have helped New York City avoid the level of job losses that many other cities 
experienced during the national recession. And since October 2009, New York added as many private sector 
jobs as the next ten largest U.S. cities combined.

Mayor Bloomberg attended Johns Hopkins University and Harvard Business School, and is the father of 
two daughters, Emma and Georgina.

For your extraordinary leadership as Mayor of New York City; your unfailing commitment to the people of this 
great City and nation; and your dedication to providing justice and equality for all, New York Law School is 
awarding you, Michael R. Bloomberg, the degree of Doctor of Laws, honoris causa, with all the rights, privileges 
and responsibilities thereunto appertaining.

Honorary Degree, Doctor of Laws
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Arthur N. Abbey ’59
Senior Partner, Abbey Spanier, LLP 
Chairman of the New York Law School Board of Trustees 

Arthur N. Abbey ’59 graduated from New York Law School 54 years 
ago. His legal education at New York Law School enabled him to build 
a law practice as a litigator and to start his own firm, now known as 
Abbey Spanier, LLP. He was invited to become a member of the Board 
of Trustees of the Law School in 1995 and has served as its Chairman 
for the last 14 years.

A leading lawyer publication recently said the following about him: 
“This master securities litigator uses expert strategy and a straight-
shooter approach to win over courts and juries, netting the largest 
verdict ever in a securities class action trial.”

To the Class of 2013 and honored guests, he wishes to say:

Receiving New York Law School’s President’s Medal of Honor from Mayor Bloomberg at the 2013 
graduation, and at center stage at Lincoln Center, is the honor and distinction of a lifetime.

What makes me most proud today are the members of the Class of 2013. Your hard work and perseverance 
entitles you to now join the ranks of graduates of this great institution. My wish for each of you going 
forward is that you not only achieve personal success but that you also use your legal education to make the 
world a better place.

Cordially,
Arthur N. Abbey

New York Law School honors Arthur N. Abbey for his inspiring leadership, his distinguished and dedicated 
service to the Law School, and his outstanding accomplishments and influence in the field of law. 

President’s Medal of Honor
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President’s Medal of Honor Recipients
2002 to the Present

2002  Awarded posthumously to
 BErnArD H. MEnDIk ’58
 Chairman of the Board of Trustees,  
 New York Law School 
 President, Bernard H. Mendik Company, LLC
 Benefactor, The Mendik Law Library

2003  Awarded posthumously to
 SHEPArD BroAD ’27
 Member of the Board of Trustees,  
 New York Law School 
 Founder, Broad and Cassel
 Benefactor, Shepard Broad Scholarship Fund 
 Benefactor, The Shepard and Ruth K. Broad  
 Student Center 

2004 J. BruCE LLEwELLyn ’60
 Former Member of the Board of Trustees,  
 New York Law School
  Chairman and CEO of Philadelphia Coca-Cola  

Bottling Company, Inc.
 Founder of “100 Black Men”

2005 LAwrEnCE S. HuntInGton ’64
  Former Chairman of the Board of Trustees,  

New York Law School
  Chairman Emeritus of the Board,  

Fiduciary Trust Company International
 Generous Benefactor

2006 Awarded posthumously to
 PHILIP M. DAMASHEk
  Member of the Board of Trustees,  

New York Law School
  Managing Partner, Schneider, Kleinick, Weitz,  

Damashek & Shoot
  President, New York State Trial Lawyers  

Association (1990–91)

2007 SyBIL SHAInwALD ’76
  Member of the Board of Trustees,  

New York Law School
 President, Law Offices of Sybil Shainwald 

2008  tHE HonorABLE  
ErnSt H. roSEnBErGEr ’58

  Member of the Board of Trustees,  
New York Law School

  Adjunct Professor of Law, New York Law School
  Of Counsel, Stroock & Stroock & Lavan LLP

2009 ZyGMunt wILF ’74
  Member of the Advisory Board, Center for  

Real Estate Studies, New York Law School
 Attorney, Wilf Law Firm
 President, Garden Homes Real Estate Developers
  Principal Owner, Minnesota Vikings Football 

Club, LLC

2011 HArry H. wELLInGton
 Professor of Law and Dean Emeritus,  
 New York Law School

2012 Awarded posthumously to
 tHE HonorABLE roGEr J. MInEr ’56

  Senior United States Circuit Judge 
Trustee Emeritus and Former Adjunct Professor 
of Law, New York Law School

 JAMES F. SIMon
  Martin Professor of Law Emeritus and Dean 

Emeritus, New York Law School

2013 ArtHur n. ABBEy ’59
 Senior Partner, Abbey Spanier, LLP
  Chairman of the Board of Trustees,  

New York Law School

Awarded to New York Law School’s most outstanding and accomplished alumni and its most generous 
benefactors, the President’s Medal of Honor acknowledges those who have made the most significant contri-
butions to the history of the Law School by their exemplary professional lives and their generosity.
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Honorary Degree Recipients 
1955 to the Present

1955   The Honorable Charles William Froessel ’13 
 The Honorable John Marshall Harlan ’24 
 Archibald Robinson Watson 

1956  Albert Cohn 1908 
 Albert Conway 
 Denis O’Leary 

1957  Nathaniel L. Goldstein ’18 
 Charles H. Griffiths ’10 
 David W. Peck 

1958  The Honorable Joseph A. Cox 
 James Thomas Hallinan II 
 Gerald Nolan 
 Ferdinand Pecora 

1959  Bernard Botein 
 Theodore Granik 
 Philip M. Kleinfield ’16 
 Edward J. Neary ’15 

1960  Charles Stewart Desmond 

1961  Robert Moses 

1962  Stanley Howells Fund 
 Sylvester Comstock Smith Jr. ’18 
 Murray Stockman ’15 

1963  Sydney E. Foster 

1964  George J. Beldock 
 Hunter Labatut Delatour 1906 
 Marvin R. Dye 
 Alfred Gross 

1965  Edwin L. Weisel 
 The Honorable David T. Wilentz ’17 

1966  Daniel Gutman 
 John Van Voorhis 

1967  Alfred J. Bohlinger ’24 
 Leo M. Cherne ’34 
 The Honorable W. Averell Harriman 

1968  The Honorable Ramsey Clark 
 Tom C. Clark 
 David Finkelstein 
 Orison S. Marden 
 Robert Morris Morgenthau 
 Edward Joseph Mortola 

1969  Jerry Finkelstein ’38
 John-Seward Johnson
 John Vincent Thornton

1970 Adrian P. Burke
 Joseph I. Lubin ’30
 Joseph Edward Lumbard Jr.
 Samuel Miller ’26 

1971 Willard Heckel 
 John E. Scileppi

1972  Maurice R. Greenberg ’50
 Samuel Rabin 
 The Honorable Whitney North Seymour Jr. 

1973  The Honorable Paul J. Curran
 Charles H. Dyson
 Harry B. Helmsley 
 E. Donald Shapiro
 The Honorable Joseph Weintraub 

1974 The Honorable Brendan T. Byrne
 Walter M. Jeffords Jr.
 Samuel J. LeFrak 
 The Honorable Owen McGivern
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1975  The Honorable Charles D. Breitel
 William J. Curran
 Gen. John Einar Murray
 The Honorable Peter W. Rodino Jr.
 Stefan Treschel 
 The Honorable Robert F. Wagner 1900
 William Weary

1976 The Honorable Warren E. Burger
 Milton Helpern
 Mary Gardiner Jones 
 Gen. Rowland F. Kirks
 Harry Ostrov ’25
 The Honorable Edward D. Re
 Joseph Solomon ’27

1977 The Honorable Dennis DeConcini 
 Elizabeth Hughes Gossett
 The Honorable Howard T. Markey
 The Honorable Daniel Patrick Moynihan
 Albert M. Sacks 

1978 The Honorable Griffen B. Bell 
 The Honorable Gerald R. Ford
 The Honorable Erwin N. Griswold
 The Honorable Damon J. Keith
 Rabbi Emmanuel Rackman

1979  The Honorable Benjamin R. Civiletti 
 The Honorable Lawrence H. Cooke 
 Barbara Knowles Debs 
 Abraham S. Goldstein 
 The Honorable Jacob K. Javits 
 The Honorable Wade H. McCree Jr. 
 The Honorable Francis T. Murphy ’52 
 The Honorable Potter Stewart 

1980  The Honorable Richard Reeve Baxter 
 The Most Reverend Terence Cardinal Cooke 
 The Honorable Richard N. Gardner 

 A. Leo Levin 
 The Honorable Lewis F. Powell Jr. 
 Edward Allen Tamm 

1981  Mario M. Biaggi ’63 
 The Honorable William Frank Buckley Jr.
 The Honorable William Joseph Casey 
 The Honorable Matthew Joseph Jasen 
 The Honorable James Skelly Wright 

1982  The Honorable Mary S. Coleman 
 The Honorable Alfonse M. D’Amato 
 Archbishop Jakovos 
 Rex E. Lee 
 The Honorable Shigeru Oda 
 Thomas Grey Wicker 

1983  The Honorable Harry A. Blackmun 
 The Honorable Sherman G. Finesilver 
 The Honorable Constance Baker Motley 
 Albert Parker ’21 
 The Honorable Lowell P. Weicker Jr. 

1984  The Honorable Geraldine A. Ferraro 
 The Honorable A. Leon Higginbotham Jr. 
 Eugene V. Rostow 
 Robert B. Stevens 
 Otto L. Walter ’54 

1985  The Honorable Mario M. Cuomo 
 Robert B. McKay 
 Bill Moyers 
 The Honorable Ellen Ash Peters 
 Donna E. Shalala 

1986 Barbara Aronstein Black 
 The Honorable William Joseph Brennan Jr. 
 The Honorable Edward I. Koch 
 Myres Smith McDougal 
 The Honorable Spottswood W. Robinson III 
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1987  Fred W. Friendly 
 The Honorable Thomas Howard Kean 
 Frederick A.O. Schwarz Jr.  
 Ellen V. Futter 

1988  The Honorable Patricia McGowan Wald 
 Archibald R. Murray
 Ernst C. Stiefel 

1989  J. William Campo 
 The Honorable Roger J. Miner ’56 

1990  Alvin J. Bronstein ’51 
 Linda A. Fairstein 
 The Honorable Milton L. Williams ’63 

1991  The Honorable David N. Dinkins 
 The Honorable John H. Sununu 

1992  The Honorable Sandra Day O’Connor 
 James F. Simon 

1993  Shepard Broad ’27 
 Drew S. Days III 
 The Honorable Judith S. Kaye 

1994  The Honorable Rudolph W. Giuliani 
 Bernard H. Mendik ’58 

1995  The Honorable José A. Cabranes 
 Alexander D. Forger 

1996  The Honorable Sidney H. Asch 
 Boris Leavitt ’26 
 The Honorable Jon O. Newman 
1997  The Honorable Harry T. Edwards 
 Dr. Raymond D. Horton 
 Lewis M. Steel ’63 

1998  Joseph T. Arenson 
 Lawrence S. Huntington ’64 
 Vernon E. Jordan Jr. 

1999  The Honorable Guido Calabresi 

2000  Sybil Shainwald ’76 
 Harry H. Wellington 
 The Honorable Ralph K. Winter 

2001  Taylor R. Briggs (posthumously) 
 Ira Glasser 
 The Honorable Judith B. Sheindlin ’65 

2002 The Honorable Pierre N. Leval, LL.D.
 The Honorable Charles E. Schumer, LL.D.

2003 The Honorable Jack B. Weinstein, LL.D.

2004 The Honorable Alexis M. Herman, LL.D.
 Anthony Lewis, LL.D.

2005 The Honorable Bob Kerrey, LL.D.

2006 The Honorable Joel I. Klein, LL.D.

2007 David Boies

2008    Dennis W. Archer

2009    Gregory H. Williams

2010    The Honorable Jonathan Lippman

2011    The Honorable Cory A. Booker

2012    Kenneth R. Feinberg

2013    Michael R. Bloomberg

Honorary Degree Recipients (continued)

1955 to the Present
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About New York Law School
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FounDInG
New York Law School was established in 1891 by Columbia 
College School of Law faculty, students, and alumni who 
were protesting their trustees’ attempts to dictate the 
teaching methods used by professors. The central figure in 
the revolt against Columbia and the subsequent creation of 
New York Law School was Columbia Law School’s founder, 
Theodore Dwight, a major figure in the history of American 
legal scholarship. 

tHE EArLy yEArS
Almost immediately, New York Law School attained a 
formidable reputation due to the excellence of its students 
and faculty. 

Dedicated to providing diverse routes to achievement 
through innovation in scholarship, service, and 
professional training, by 1904, New York Law School was 
the largest law school in the country. That year, the Law 
School’s founders created one of the nation’s first evening 
divisions to provide a flexible alternative to full-time 
legal education for those in the workforce or with family 
obligations. The Evening Division also allowed students to 
build upon previously established successful careers or to 
begin a second career. 

Among the Law School’s early lecturers were Woodrow 
Wilson and Charles Evans Hughes. The first class included 
James W. Gerard, who went on to serve as Ambassador 
to Germany during World War I, and Bainbridge Colby, 
who became Secretary of State under President Wilson. 
Other early graduates included Robert F. Wagner, a future 
U.S. senator from New York and a leader in developing 
national labor policy, and two Pulitzer Prize winners: 
Wallace Stevens (poetry) and Elmer Rice (drama). Another 
prominent alumnus from the pre-World War I era was the 
Honorable James S. Watson, a distinguished judge and 
an important member of New York’s African American 
community. The judge’s daughter, Barbara Watson, also 
attended the Law School and was the first woman to attain 
the rank of Assistant Secretary of State of the United States. 

Many of those attending at the beginning of this century 
became founders or name partners of leading law firms, 
including Alfred Rose of Proskauer, Rose, Goetz & 
Mendelsohn; Henry Hurlbut Abbott of Breed, Abbott 
& Morgan; Edwin Sunderland of Davis, Polk, Wardwell, 

Sunderland & Kiendel; William Parke of Chadbourne 
& Parke LLP; Alfred Mudge of Mudge, Rose, Guthrie & 
Alexander; Jacob Scholer of Kaye Scholer LLP; and Albert 
Milbank and Walter Hope of Milbank, Tweed, Hope & 
Hadley. 

Classes of the 1920s and 1930s produced graduates 
who would play a leading role in the profession. Among 
the most notable was U.S. Supreme Court Justice John 
Marshall Harlan. Other prominent graduates included 
Albert Parker, a founding partner of Parker, Chapin, 
Flattau & Klimpl; Randolph E. Paul and John F. Wharton, 
founding partners of Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & 
Garrison; Cameron F. MacRae, a former chairman of 
LeBoeuf, Lamb, Greene & MacRae; Chester Carlson, who 
invented the xerography process leading to the founding 
of Xerox Corporation; and Justice Emilio Nuñez, the first 
Latino to be named to the bench in New York State. 

New York Law School closed for one year during World 
War I, interrupting a steady expansion that had lasted until 
the mid-1920s. While the situation improved by the late 
1930s, the draft in 1940 dealt the institution another blow 
when the Law School was forced to close in 1941 for the 
duration of World War II. 

PoSt-wAr rEBuILDInG 
In 1947, New York Law School reopened and began 
to rebuild. A major impetus came from graduates who 
formed a committee spearheaded by New York State 
Supreme Court Justice Albert Cohn. The new program 
was small, but the Law School made significant strides and 
gained accreditation from the American Bar Association 
in 1954.

Steady growth marked the next few decades. With 
the appointment of E. Donald Shapiro as Dean in the 
early 1970s, the Law School joined the Association of 
American Law Schools and the trustees authorized an 
increase in the size of the full-time faculty. Admissions 
requirements were raised and enrollment grew. As facilities 
expanded, an endowment fund was established. In 1975, 
the School received its first endowed professorship, the 
Joseph Solomon Distinguished Professorship of Law. 
The Law School’s first center for specialized study, the 
Communications Media Center (now the Media Center), 
opened in 1977.

About New York Law School
We are New York’s Law School.
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Many graduates who were students during these years 
achieved prominence in the bar, the judiciary, government, 
and business. They include the Honorable Roger J. Miner, 
Senior Judge, United States Court of Appeals for the 
Second Circuit; Maurice Greenberg, former Chairman and 
CEO of American International Group (AIG) and current 
Chairman and CEO of C.V. Starr and Co., Inc.; Bernard 
Mendik, former Chairman of the Real Estate Board of 
New York and former CEO of Mendik Properties; Arthur 
N. Abbey, Senior Partner at Abbey Spanier, LLP and 
current Chairman of the Law School’s Board of Trustees; 
Lawrence S. Huntington, former Chairman and CEO of 
Fiduciary Trust International and former Chairman of the 
Law School’s Board of Trustees; Hon. Judith Sheindlin 
“Judge Judy,” New York family court judge, author, and 
TV personality; Zygmunt Wilf, principal owner of the 
Minnesota Vikings of the NFL; Kenneth D. Werner, 
President of Warner Brothers Domestic Television 
Distribution; and Kathleen Grimm, Deputy Chancellor 
of Operations, New York City Department of Education.

rECEnt LEADErSHIP AnD GrowtH
Dramatic growth and revitalization continued under 
the leadership of James F. Simon, Dean from 1983 until 
1992. A series of major facility renovations were begun, 
highlighted by the opening of the Mendik Library in 
1990 and the construction of the Ernst Stiefel Reading 
Room. During Dean Simon’s tenure, the Rita and Joseph 
Solomon Professorship of Wills, Trusts, and Estates was 
added, and the Law School introduced the innovative 
Lawyering Skills Program into the curriculum. 

In 1992, Harry H. Wellington, Sterling Professor of Law 
Emeritus and former dean of Yale Law School, became 
the 14th Dean and President of New York Law School. 
Under Dean Wellington’s leadership, a strategic plan was 
implemented to position New York Law School as a vital 
urban law center with an academic program that integrates 
the strategic and ethical perspectives of the practicing 
attorney. During Dean Wellington’s tenure, the Ernst C. 
Stiefel Professorship of Comparative Law was created and 
the Law School’s Centers for International Law and New 
York City Law were established.

Richard A. Matasar was named the 15th Dean and President 
of New York Law School in 2000, serving until December 
2011. Under Dean Matasar’s leadership, the School 

expanded its academic Centers and increased its graduate 
offerings, which now include five advanced degree 
programs in American business law, financial services law, 
real estate, tax, and mental disability law studies.  During 
his tenure, the Law School completed an expansion and 
renovation program that transformed its TriBeCa campus 
into a cohesive architectural complex. The centerpiece of 
the expansion is a glass-enclosed, 235,000-square-foot, 
nine-level building—five stories above ground and four 
below—which opened in 2009. 

“nEw york’S LAw SCHooL”  
AnD tHE FuturE
In spring 2012, New York Law School, continuing its 
tradition of bold and innovative leadership, named 
Anthony W. Crowell, former Counselor to New York 
City Mayor Michael R. Bloomberg, the 16th Dean 
and President of the Law School. He joined the Law 
School in May 2012, after having been a member of the 
adjunct faculty for nearly a decade. Under Dean Crowell, 
the Law School is poised to maximize its strengths, 
develop new ones, and bring it recognition as a leader 
in legal education. In his early months, he aggressively 
restructured leadership in key areas of the Law School 
and launched a strategic planning process that addresses 
areas of strategic priority including fostering academic 
excellence and innovation; supporting the career success 
of students and alumni; creating a vibrant intellectual 
community that supports research and scholarship;                                                                                                            
strengthening engagement among students, alumni, 
faculty, and other constituents; and driving operational 
efficiencies and institution-building. The Law School is 
setting its sights on the high-growth fields of tomorrow: 
intellectual property; technology and applied sciences; 
business and financial services; and government and public 
interest—all of which encompass what will be the major 
areas of employment and growth over the next 10 to 20 
years.

To strengthen the Law School’s connection to our great 
City, Dean Crowell introduced the “We are New York’s 
law school” campaign, which has now become the Law 
Schools’ motto. Initiatives already underway as New York’s 
law school include the establishment of a new Public 
Service Scholarship Program for uniformed services 
personnel and other dedicated public servants working 
in New York City at the local, state, and/or federal level. 
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The Scholarship celebrates the Law School’s rich history of 
enrolling students coming from these professional areas to 
advance their careers and be the most impactful leaders in 
this great city and beyond. 

In fall 2012, New York Law School was the first law 
school to announce an initiative to identify and create 
new experiential learning opportunities for students that 
would help provide the community with access to justice 
and help students satisfy the 50 hour pro bono requirement 
for admission into the bar. Dean Crowell worked with 
the Law School faculty to expand the school’s experiential 
and clinical learning programs to encourage each of our 
students to bridge their classroom learning to practical 
legal training. In spring 2013, the Law School announced 
a historic expansion of clinical and experiential learning 
programs, doubling the number of clinics from 13 to 26 in 
one year. New clinics include:  Administrative Enforcement 
Clinic; Child Welfare Clinic; Civil Justice through the 
Courts; Clinical Year; the Criminal Prosecution Clinic; 
the Legislative Advocacy Clinic; the Municipal Litigation 
Defense Clinic; the Post-Conviction Innocence Project; the 
Suspension Representation Clinic; the Transactional Law 
Clinic; the Taxpayer Assistance Clinic; the Tax Planning 
Clinic; and Disability Rights Information Center.

These and other initiatives are garnering greater visibility 
than the Law School has had in recent years, including 
media attention in legal and popular media outlets. The 
Law School recently earned Presidential honors when 
it was named to the 2013 President’s Higher Education 
Community Service Honor Roll by the Corporation for 
National and Community Service. NYLS was one of only 
three law schools in the country and the only law school in 
New York State to be named. 

Engaging the Law School’s constituents—from students 
to alumni to faculty to employers and other leaders and 
influencers—is a key component of Dean Crowell’s strategy 
to reintroduce the Law School and lead it to new success. 
New York Law School will embrace its location in the heart 
of the City’s legal, government, and financial districts and 
provide students with unmatched opportunities to gain 
valuable practical experience and build the foundation for a 
meaningful and successful career. Simply put, New York Law 
School is New York’s law school. We are a vibrant, diverse 
school that has given and will continue to give opportunities 
to countless students to advance justice, improve society, 
and reach their goals in every sector of the economy.

ACADEMIC CEntErS 
The Law School’s academic centers, led by members of the 
faculty, continue to maximize the effectiveness of faculty 
research and scholarly endeavors, teaching, and activism, 
and to increase opportunities for students to engage in 
important policy issues. Eight academic centers, described 
below, play an integral role in the Harlan Scholars honors 
program.

Center for Business and Financial Law
The Center for Business and Financial Law (CBFL) 
provides students with an unparalleled, rigorous, and 
integrated approach to academic study and skills training 
in all aspects of corporate, commercial, and financial 
law. Through cutting-edge courses, events, projects, 
and research, the CBFL brings together academics, 
practitioners, and students to address the challenges that 
animate business and finance.

Center for International Law
In 1996, aided by a grant from the C.V. Starr Foundation, 
the School created the C.V. Starr Center for International 
Law. The Center supports teaching and research in all 
areas of international law but concentrates on the law 
of international trade and finance, deriving much of its 
strength from interaction with New York’s business, 
commercial, financial, and legal communities. The Center 
sponsors events such as the prestigious C.V. Starr Lectures 
and the Otto L. Walter Lecture Series, which regularly 
bring world-renowned speakers to the Law School. It also 
provides extensive resources for researching careers in 
international law. 

Center for new york City Law
Established in 1993, the Center for New York City Law is 
the only program of its kind in the country. Its objectives 
are to gather and disseminate information about New York 
City’s laws, rules, and procedures; to sponsor publications, 
symposia, and conferences on topics related to governing 
the city; and to suggest reforms to make city government 
more effective and efficient. The Center produces several 
publications, including CityLaw, which tracks New York 
City’s rules and regulations, how they are enforced, and 
court challenges to them; and CityLand, which reports 
decisions from the New York City land use agencies.

Center for Professional Values and Practice
The Center for Professional Values and Practice provides 
a vehicle through which to examine the role of the legal 
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profession and approaches to law practice. The Center’s 
work supports research and teaching on the legal 
profession, focusing on the dynamics of professional 
regulation, the market for lawyers, and lawyers’ careers. 
Designed to provide students with an in-depth portrait of 
law practice in a variety of settings, the Center sponsors 
research, symposia, and speakers to bring the “real world” 
of practice to the classroom. 

Center for real Estate Studies
The Center for Real Estate Studies provides students with 
a unique educational opportunity to study both the private 
practice and public regulation of real estate. Launched in 
2007, the Center offers an extensive selection of classroom 
courses, advanced seminars, and independent study 
projects, as well as externships in governmental offices and 
real estate firms. It also sponsors conferences, symposia, and 
continuing legal education programs on a broad spectrum 
of issues for New York’s real estate community. The Center 
aims to bridge the existing gap between the private practice 
and academic study of real estate, and is one of the premier 
research centers in the country for the study of real estate.

Diane Abbey Law Center for Children and Families 
The Diane Abbey Law Center for Children and Families 
exists to ensure that children and the families who care for 
them receive the legal assistance they need to remain safe 
and secure, and to thrive. Founded in 2009, the Center 
offers a comprehensive curriculum aimed at creating 
excellent practitioners able to represent children and 
families in all aspects of family law. The Center’s approach 
is holistic and interdisciplinary, recognizing that assisting 
families requires a basic understanding not merely of law, 
but also social work, psychology, and other fields. Center 
members engage in volunteer externships, work with 
alumni mentors, and complete capstone projects that make 
concrete contributions to the lives of families in need. The 
Center not only prepares graduates for successful careers, 
but also helps give New York’s children and families the 
support they need.

Institute for Information Law and Policy
Established in 2003, the Institute for Information Law and 
Policy is home to the study of information, communication, 
and law in the global digital age. The goal of the Institute 
is to apply the theory and technology of communications 
and information to strengthening democratic institutions 
and the rule of law as technology evolves. Through its 
curriculum, ongoing conference and speaker series, and a 

variety of original projects, the Institute investigates the 
emerging field of information law, which encompasses 
intellectual property, privacy, free speech, information 
access, communications, and all areas of law pertaining to 
information and communication practices. 

Justice Action Center
The Justice Action Center brings together New York 
Law School faculty and students in an ongoing critical 
evaluation of public interest lawyering. Through 
scholarship and fieldwork, the Center seeks to evaluate the 
efficacy of law as an agent of change and social betterment. 
Through a focused curriculum, symposia, clinical 
experience, and research opportunities, the Center seeks 
to instill in students a deeper intellectual understanding of 
the law regardless of their final career goals, and to present 
opportunities to maintain their ties to the social justice 
community beyond law school. 

ADDItIonAL ProGrAMS AnD ProJECtS
Legal Practice Program
In fall 2011, New York Law School launched a new 
first-year skills program, Legal Practice, which provides 
students with a comprehensive introduction to lawyering 
skills at the beginning of their law school careers. The 
program is designed to prepare students for their first 
legal work experience and presents them with challenging 
scenarios that call on them to problem-solve and apply the 
law in context.

Media Center
The Media Center is the Law School’s home for the study 
of telecommunications, media, and new media law and 
policy. One of the oldest and most extensive programs of its 
kind, it was established in 1977 in response to the explosive 
growth of communication technologies. The Center 
sponsors pedagogy, scholarship, and projects relating to 
the intersection between evolving communication and 
information technologies and the laws that regulate them. 
The Center has three goals: to promote scholarship, to 
preserve democratic values through effective media policy, 
and to train media-savvy lawyers who understand the law 
of media and the role of media in the law.

Program in Law and Journalism
The Program in Law and Journalism is home to the study 
of the relationship between and among law, lawyers, the 
media, and the public. The Program hosts seminars, panels, 
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and colloquia for practicing journalists on legal issues 
raised by newsgathering activities, for lawyers on the ethics 
and practicalities of dealing with the media, for academics 
on issues at the intersection of law and journalism, and for 
the general public on the role of lawyers in media and the 
influence of the media on lawyering.

ADDItIonAL DEGrEES AnD CErtIFICAtES
Master of Laws (LL.M.) in taxation
In 2003, the Law School began offering the Master of Laws 
(LL.M.) in Taxation, becoming one of the only law schools 
in the New York City area to offer this advanced training 
to tax attorneys. The program enables students to increase 
their mastery of tax law and refine their practice skills in 
order to better serve clients and communities.

Master of Laws (LL.M.) in real Estate
In January 2009, the Law School began offering the Master 
of Laws (LL.M.) in Real Estate. The program provides 
students with a thorough grounding in the law, business, 
and regulation of real estate transactions, finance, and 
development. 

Master of Laws (LL.M.) in Financial Services Law
In fall 2009, the Law School began offering the Master 
of Laws (LL.M.) in Financial Services Law. The program 
provides students with knowledge and expertise in the law, 
business, and regulation of the global financial services 
industry.

Master of Laws (LL.M.) in American Business Law
In 2012, the Law School began offering the LL.M. in 
American Business Law. The program provides foreign-
trained lawyers with a thorough grounding in the basic 
principles of American business and commercial law.

online Mental Disability Law Program
The Law School’s Online Mental Disability Law Program 
welcomes J.D. students as well as professionals who work 
with, or on behalf of, people with disabilities. It is the 
only program of its kind presented by an ABA-approved 
law school. Each of the current 13 courses comprising 
the curriculum is delivered to students through the 
convenience of distance education. In January 2009, the 
program expanded from offering courses on an individual 
basis to offering a Master of Arts (M.A.) in Mental 
Disability Law Studies and a Certificate in Advanced 
Mental Disability Law Studies. 

Patent Law Program
The Institute for Information Law & Policy offers 
the Patent Law Program to provide students with the 
opportunity to develop greater expertise and experience in 
patent law. Students who are eligible, as determined by the 
United States Patent and Trademark Office, also sit for the 
exam for admission to the Patent Bar prior to graduation. 

Certificate of Mastery in Law Practice technology
The Institute for Information Law & Policy offers a 
Certificate of Mastery in Law Practice Technology to 
demonstrate to potential employers that the student 
awarded the certificate is unusually qualified with respect 
to understanding and use of technologies employed in 
law practice. It is also designed to encourage students to 
contribute to the Institute’s efforts to develop innovative 
legal technology applications and to better understand the 
potential impact of technology on law and legal institutions.

Public Service Certificate
The Office of Professional Development offers a Public 
Service Certificate. Certificates are issued to graduating 
students who have performed at least 40 hours of voluntary 
service while at law school, or who have a combination of 
at least 30 hours of voluntary service and have another 30 
hours of public interest work done through a work-study 
placement, clinic, or externship. 
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Academic dress and graduation date back to the 12th 
century at the formation of early universities in Europe. 
Historians believe that academic dress originated when 
scholars, who were largely clerics or aspiring clerics, 
wore long robes and hoods to keep warm in unheated 
buildings. From these practical origins, the gowns, hoods, 
and caps have developed into the accepted attire that 
symbolizes scholarly achievement. Over time, colleges and 
universities have customized the ensemble to reflect their 
schools’ unique symbols of visual identity such as the seal, 
school colors, and additional adornments that become 
part of their commencement traditions.

Faculty members, staff, and guests in today’s procession are 
robed in the gowns appropriate to their highest degrees 
earned, and their hoods carry the distinctive colors of 
the institutions from which they received those degrees. 
Differences in the doctoral, master’s, and baccalaureate 
gowns are illustrated below.

Gowns
Our graduating students in both the J.D. and LL.M. 
degree programs process with the traditional doctoral 
gown with bell-shaped sleeves. The gowns have three 
velvet stripes on the sleeves and velvet panels on the front 
and neck. Our graduating students in the M.A. degree 
program process with the master’s robe with oblong 
sleeves that are square cut at the rear part of the oblong 
shape and have an arc cut away at the front part with a slit 
for the wrist opening.

Hoods
The hoods, designed with the Law 
School’s official colors, blue and gray, are 
worn draped over the shoulders with the 
lining exposed on the back of the gown. 
The satin lining comprises a gray chevron 
on a blue background. The velvet border 
on the hood is of a prescribed width and 
color—purple for the field of law, or 
white for the M.A. degree. 

Caps
According to historians, academic caps were adopted 
for this use by the church in 1311 and are based on a 
close-fitting cap worn by the ancient Romans. There are 
two styles of caps: the Oxford, a stiff mortarboard; and 
the Cambridge, a beret-like soft cap. Our J.D. and LL.M. 
students process with the Cambridge caps made of velvet 
and with gold tassels, as befits the doctoral degree, and 
our M.A. students process with the Cambridge caps as 
well, but with black tassels appropriate for a Master of 
Arts degree.

Fourragères
Introduced as a new component of our 
academic attire in 2005, the fourragères 
are symbols of academic achievement 
worn on top of the gown on the left 
shoulder by the candidates for the 
post-graduate degree of Master of Laws 
(LL.M.).

Seal 
The Law School’s seal dates to the School’s founding 
in 1891. It is used on all documents related to 
academic matters such as the diploma, certificates, 
and all publications and other print items related to 
commencement. In the center scroll depicted on the 
seal are inscribed the words of the juris praecepta of the 
Justinian Code: Juris praecepta sunt haec: honeste vivere, 
alterum non laedere, suum cuique tribuere (The precepts 
of law are these: to live honestly, not to injure anyone, and 
to render to each person what is due.)

The Tradition of Academic Attire and  
the Symbols of New York Law School

Bachelor Master Doctor

Purple
Grey

Light Blue
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