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2 1. Introduction to Property

and more contentiously, claims of the government to take private property for
economic development. Property lies at the core of our society. Throughout
history disputes over property have been some of the most contentious and they
remain so today.

In the first four chapters of this book we introduce you to four very funda-
mental aspects of this critical subject: (1) the basic causes of action available to
protect interests in property; (2) acquiring property by capture, finds, and sal-
vage; (3) acquiring property by conquest, adverse possession, and prescription;
and (4) protecting property acquired by creative activity (herein of intellectual
property).

To illustrate the very broad range of property law, we have included cases
ranging from land to human body parts, with stops for wild animals, oil and gas,
water, cash, sunken treasure, stolen art, human cannonball performances, celeb-
rity personas, copyrights, trademarks, and patents. We also introduce you to a
variety of perspectives on the role of property—particularly private property.
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