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Maine’s monthly newspaper for leshians & gay men

Referendum
drive fails

by Terri Jones
Editor

AUGUSTA--The effort by Concerned
Maine Families to repeal Portland’s
Human Rights Ordinance and pro-
hibit future such ordinances has fallen
short by nearly 20,000 signatures. The
organization had been spearheading
a six-month drive to collect enough
signatures to place the repeal ques-
tion on the 1994 Maine state ballot.
In an interview with Maine Things
Considered, Concerned Maine Families
spokesperson Carolyn Cosby admit-
ted that legal challenges to the word-

“ing afthe petition helped to discour-

age the group from an “all-out push”
to collect the signatures in time for
the January 31 deadline. Without a
"healthy cushion”, Cosby said, the
group felt that the petition would be
susceptible to challenges on proce-
dural grounds.

“I believe that Ms. Cosby’s inabil-
ity to collect the signatures she needed
is a sign that her campaign of fear, lies
and distortion does not work amongst
the fair-minded people in the State of

continued on page 4
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Reno battles the dentist’s drill

The U.S. Department of Justice
has launched a suit against
dentists who refuse to treat
patients with AIDS or who

are HIV-positive.

for cbmplete details, turn to page 5

Discrimination suit settled

by Laura Smith
Contributor

PORTLAND—Two of three discrimi-
nation law suits testing Portland’s
Human Right Ordinance barring dis-
crimination on the basis of sexual
orientation have been settled out of
court.

While the details of Cynthia
Dowd'’s case against BIW remain con-
fidential, Leslie Johnson, in an exclu-
sive interview, agreed to speak with
10% regarding her case against Bagel
Works.

“l was told that because I am a

Tlesbian, T didn't fit the Ragel Warke

mold”, says Leslie who was termi-
nated from Bagel Works on July 6,
1995.

Jonathan Takami, the manager of
the Portland Bagel Works was the
one to give her the news. In prior
conversations, Takami told Leslie that
“he ecould only hold off the managers
[from the Head Officel for three
months because you don't fit the
Bagel Works image”.

Leslie, 25, of Portland, says she
had just been promoted to Level 2 of

Craig
Hickman
performs
‘Language
of Mirrors’
at the
Matlovich

Society

Craig Hickman, performance poet, singer and satirist performed to a large
crowd at the January 27th gathering of the Matlovich Society. Hickman
co-authored and performed in Through the Fire, a portrait of his experi-
ences as a black, gay man. Thursday’s performance featured pieces from
his book The Language of Mirrors, a collection of poems ranging from the
experiences of a drag queen to reflections on his parents.

pheoto: Rbecca Faslef

their training program indicating that

she had satisfactorily completed all -

requirements of Level 1 in the 4 level

- program. She was due for a raise in

August and would have been eligible
for vacation time. When she was
subsequently terminated she was told
it was for “insubordination and per-
sonal conflicts”. Previously, she had
received only two warnings for tardi-
ness during her 11 months of em-
ployment. These, she says, dropped
off her record after six months. She

photo: Rebecca Foster

states she was never given any specif-
ics with regards to the reasons for her
termination but does admit toa con-
flict with one of the managers from
the Bagel Works head office in Keene,
New Hampshire. “We just didn't get
along..butitwas nothing that couldn’t
be worked out.”
Leslie filed suit against Bagel
Works September 15, 1993.
David Soley, Bagel Works lawyer,
claims the case was “frivolous” and
continued on page 2

Health benefit limits for

AIDS/HIV found to violate
federal civil rights law

by Terri Jones
Editor

NEW YORK—The US. District Court
for the Southern District of New York
has found the Mason Tenders District
Council Welfare Fund to be a covered
entity under the employment provi-
sions of Title I of the Americans with
Disabilities Act. The Fund was sued
by the Equal Employment Opportu-
nity Commission because it excluded
coverage of AIDS-related expenses
from the health benefits it provides to
its members. The ruling came as a
denial of the Fund’s motion for sum-
mary judgment based on its opinions
that it was not an “employer” as de-
fined by the ADA.

Title I of the ADA prohibits dis-
crimination based on disability or

perceived disability. The prohibition
of discrimination extends to all as-
pects of employment, including train-
ing, hiring practices, promotions, pay,
and benefits like employee health
benefits. Under the ADA, insurance
companies can limit benefits if the
limitations are based on sound actu-
arial data but the limitation will be
considered suspect if it targets a par-

ticular disability, such as HIV.
The determination by the court
that the Fund is covered is a major
continued on page 5
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Portland woman settles out
of court with Bagel Works
in discrimination suit

Johnson attributes her dismissal to Bagel Works’

homophobia.
continued from page 1

that the offer of judgement made by
Bagel Works was “less than nuisance
value” and that Bagel Works “accepts
no guilt what-so-ever.”

“Bagel Works would never dis-
criminate against anybody on the
basis of sexual orientation”, claims
Soley of Bernstein, Shur, Sawyer &
Nelson. “Leslie was terminated ap-
propriately for
reasons other
than sexual
orientation.”
Soley would
not comment
on what those
reasons were.

“I'm not
complaining”,
says Leslie
about her fi-
nancial settle-
ment of $3,000,
whichincluded
lost wages.
“People think
it's great, what I've done. I feel it's
made the community more confi-
dent that they can look to the law for
protection.”

“Bagel Works' ignorance with re-
gards fortheiractions is homophobia”,
states Leslie, “I still think they see
nothing wrong with [their actions]”

“Hopefully employers will be en-
lightened by [Leslie’s casel”, states
Kaign Smith, Leslie’s lawyer in the
case. “She brought a meritorious
claim that has been satisfactorily re-
solved”, says Smith, of Fontaine &
Beal. “Leslie stood up for her rights.
She has been made whole...Everyone
in the community is made better for
it.”

According to Smith, they would
have been happy to “go all the way”
with the case. He feels that the ordi-
nance is a good one and that “there
should be a state-wide statute pre-
venting discrimination against people
on the basis of their sexual orienta-
tion.”

It's not easy to stand up and say
you feel you've been discriminated
against because of your sexual orien-
tation. When the main-stream media
picked up on Leslie’s case just three
days after the Bagel Works was served,

photo: Rebecca Foster

she had no idea how difficult it would
be. It was an experience that “I never
want go through again”, says Leslie
who leads a private life and has never
been involved in this type of litiga-
tion before. “Take precautions in
your life unless you want to be in the
spot light”, says Leslie.

“Be very aware of what you're
getting into”, she says, “be aware of
the facts... once you file suit, it be-

nly resnvlved; . Leslle :stood up for 1
hernghds -;Evetyane_m thecomf ,

comes public record”. For Leslie this
meant the media on her trail trying to
dig up anything they could about
her. She received life threatening
phone calls at her new job and her
boss, who was very supportive, could
not schedule her to work evening
shifts alone for several weeks after
the case became public.

Most gay men and lesbians have
experienced some form of discrimi-
nation and/or hateful comments di-
rected at them because of their sexual
orientation. Leslie, originally from
up-state New York moved to Maine
about five years ago. Portland seemed
like a more progressive town, how-
ever, she once called about renting a
one-bedroom apartment with her
lover and was told “ don't rent to two
women”.

The Portland human rights ordi-
nance is designed to prevent dis-
crimination of just that nature. While
the law still remains untested, there is
legal opinion that the law is constitu-
tional and enforceable.

Leslie Johnson is happy with what
she has done. “I just want to be able
to walk down the street and not have
to worry about someone beating the
crap out of me.” I
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Editorial & Opinion

We're here, we're
queer, and we have
news and opinion

Who are we? Why are we here?

That's probably the only time you'll hear us quote Admiral
James Stockdale in an editorial, but this won't be the last time you
hear from us. In fact, we are going to be coming at you monthly
with all the top news which is relevant to the lesbian and gay
community throughout Maine.

We are a group of people who see Maine as a place in dire
need of a quality publication devoted to news for the entire
lesbian and gay community of the state. Do the names Jasper
Wyman and Carolyn Cosby send a shiver down your spine? We'll
keep you posted on their activities. Is the latest Symposium of
interest to you? We'll cover health and family issues. What are
the most recent developments on the national scene? We'll keep
you up-to-date on relevant stories from across the country. Are
you looking for interesting gay/lesbian literature and music?
We'll give you reviews and information about gay/lesbian arts as
well.

Our monthly forum will be an outlet for discussion among
members of the gay and lesbian community. Each month we will
present a topic, and we encourage you—our readers—-to respond
with your opinions, biases, and viewpoints. We will publish th e
answers we receive. And of course, we wholeheartedly welcome
letters about news we've covered as well.

10% Enterprises is a private, non-profit organization seeking
tax-exempt status. This means two things: (1) we aren't here to
make a profit on the lesbian/gay community, and (2), eventually
your contributions and subscriptions will be tax-deductible. If
you would like to see a responsible news and information source
for the lesbian/gay community, you can directly support this
cause by making contributions to 10% Enterprises.

We want your readership, but most importantly, we need
your support. Financial support is always welcomed, but just as
crucial is active support. Can you help distribute the newspaper to
remote outposts? Do you have an idea for a column or review?
Do you have a business or services to advertise? Is there lesbian/
gay news in your very own town? Let us know!

Maine's lesbian/gay community deserves a quality publica-
tion dedicated to the news which affects. us—especially when
zealots are firing away their loose cannons at the entire state. We
are here to bring you the publication you want.

In the past two years this state has seen passage of a human
rights ordinance in Portland, the defeat of a similar ordi-
nance in Lewiston, a Governor McKernan veto of a statewide
gay rights bill, and most recently a failed drive to potentially
prohibit any future gay rights laws in Maine.

With these developments in mind, our monthly forum
question for March is:

What is the best strategy to gain

support for a gay rights bill in Maine?

Send your replies to:
10% Enterprises
PO Box 10536
Portland, ME 04104

PO Box 10536
Portland, Maine
04104

10%

Maine’s monthly newspaper for leshians & gay men

Editors
Terri Jones * Rebecca Foster  Tyler White

Contributors
Laura Smith « Chris  Lise Wagner
Maggie Fournier * Tara K. Luce « Will Sandstead

Published by 10% Enterprises, a non-profit organization seeking
tax-exempt, 501(c)3) status. Contributions will soon be tax-deductible.

10% is published monthly and is available at many
locations throughout the state of Maine.

Subscriptions are available at the rate of $12 per year,
mailed first class in plain manilla envelopes.

Opinions expressed outside of the editorial to the left of this masthead
are those of the individual author and do not necessarily represent
the views of 10% Enterprises.

Content © 10% Enterprises. This publication may not be reproduced
in part or whole in any manner without permission in writing
from 10% Enterprises.

Dykes to Watch Dut for

THIS SUCKS. T e
WONDER. WHAT PEOPLE |’

IN RELATIONSHIPS ARE

QUESTION!

THEYRE SHARING THE DAY’S EXPERIENCES. ..

WHEN T SAID (TS HEALTHY FOR | MAXINE, WHAT IS THE
US TO ACKNOWLEDGE OUR ATTRAC— | BIG DEAL? So MO KNOW,
TioNS To OTHER WOMEN, T MEANT | T THINK SHE’S CUTE., So
T0 EACH OTHER ! AT LEAST | WHAT? 17’5 JUsTA FuN
YoU COULDVE ToLD ME FIRST/ § LITTLE THING To MAXE MY

.‘...,’/, E"; JOB LESS BOoRING /

......

ELEN, YoU VE
BEEN GOING ON

BUT YosHi, 1T's Just SEX.
AnD WE'RE ALWAYS 4

THE RELIGIOUS RiGHT Is CREAMING us wiTH
ANTI-GAY INITIATIVES ALL OVER THE COUNTRY
WE HAVE To BUILD COALITIONS WITH OTHER PROGRES-J T CAN'T TAKE IT
SWVES.! THESE WHITE, FUNDAMENTALIST FASCISTS
ARE WINNING VOTES FRoM PEOPLE OF ColoR

BY CONVINGNG THEM GAYS & LESBIANS WANT

" SPECIAL RIGHTS." WE HAVE S0 MUCH WORKTD Do

%5 ‘f

I'M SoRRY, Lol S. BUT
PAULA DOESN'T LIKE
IT, AND BESIDES, 1
WANTTO TRY THIS

MONOGAMY THING.

FINE.-MAYBE 1"l FI-
NALLY LEARN To QUIT
MESSING AROUND WITH
GIRLS WHO HAVEN'T FIN~
ISHED EXPERIMENTING

...PLANNING FOR THE FUTURE, ...

MALIKA, T CAN'T I°VE Gorra woRi
o My DISSERTATION OVER CHRISTMAS.
WHY DON'T YoU CoMe HERE ... WEL,
You Don'T HAVE To SiT ARSUND ALL

EXPLORING INTIMALY. ..

GOD,NAOM | ! THERE'S FLUORESCENT
ORANGE. MOLD GROWING ON THE
WALLS [N HERE ! I'D SAY IT’s TIME
TO CLEAN YOUR REFRIGERATOR .

AN DAY, BRING ONE OF yoUR “PROTECTS.” 3
....T AM NOT PATRoNIZINGYoU ! | | =] faveven
JEEZ1Z, YOURE S0 SENSITWE /!
S e ——

Womey’s
Cun:,.,
FoRaupg
S

TonI, T aN’T STANP
THIS SCREAMING ANY
MORE . I'M GONNA
GO PICK Him UP.

WHAT ARE YoU DOING? YoU | T CAN STILL HEAR HIM, CLA-
CAN'TWEAR EARPLUGS! HoW | RICE. THEY JUST TAKE THE

LECTURE! T WOULON’T
NEED EARPLUGS IF T WAS
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Now Serving 10 Locations

599 Forest Ave., Portland 775-0718
18 Moulton St., Old Port 774-8704
220 Mall Plaza, So. Ptld. 773-3238
Mill Creek Shopping Ctr. 767-4756
204 US Rte. 1, Falmouth 781-7234
8 Main Street, Yarmouth 846-6909
123 Main St., Westbrook 854-5209
336 Center St., Auburn. 777-7007

Mid Mall, Bangor Mall Rd.,

Bangor 942-0001
106 Pleasant St., Brunswick

Freshly Baked Bagels
Croissants B Cream Cheeses
Full-Line Kosher-Style Deli

Gourmet Cookies &
Assorted Specialties

Pizza Bagels
Hot & Cold Sandwiches

Eat In or Take Out
Catering

Bagels Contain No Fats,
No Cholestrol

Franchise Stores Available

CLASSIFIEDS!

For the first four

months of publication,
1@ is offering
FREE classified ads!

Limit 40 words per
ad, must be received

by the 20th of the
month.

Send to:

10% Enterprises

PO Box 10536
Portland. ME 04104

continued from page 1

Referendum effort
falls short;
MLGPA comments

Maine,” said Karen Geraghty, Presi-
dent of the Maine Lesbian/Gay Po-
litical Alliance. “When people have
the opportunity to study both sides
of the issue and reflect upon their
true beliefs about discrimination, then
there is no room for the brand of
discrimination that Ms. Cosby is sell-
ing.” :

Concerned Maine Families may
be able to use the signatures already
collected as part of their submission
for the 1995 ballot question. Accord-
ing to staff at the Secretary of State’s
Bureau of Elections, Maine law is
unclear on this point. Although the
law states that signatures must be
valid and no “older” than one year, it
is unclear at what point the one year
begins to run.

Concerned Maine Families now
plans to focus its efforts on expand-
ing its membership base, which num-
bers approximately 100, as well as
continuing its efforts to collect enough
signatures to place the question on
the ballot in 1995.

Carolyn Cosby and Concerned
Maine Families did not return 10%'s
phone calls for comments on their
efforts.

Maine AIDS statistics
released in January

AUGUSTA-The state Bureau of Health
released shocking figures in January
concerning AIDS and HIV.

Twice as many Maine citizens
died from AIDS in 1993 than the
previous year, and 18 news cases of
AIDS in women were reported, also a
twofold increase from 1992. Overall,
there were 159 new cases of AIDS.

There are 480 cases of AIDS
throughout the state, and some esti-
mates peg the number of people liv-
ing with HIV in Maine somewhere
between 1,500 and 2,500. The num-
ber of new cases of AIDS is the highest
since the state started tracking the
statistic in 1984.

MLGPA’s annual
dinner planned

AUGUSTA-The eighth annual din-
ner and awards banquet for the Maine
Lesbian/Gay Political Alliance is
scheduled for Saturday, March 5th.
Events will begin at 5:00. Cocktails,
buffet dinner, speaker, and an awards
banquet are being featured.

The keynote speaker is Lisa Keen,
senior editor of The Washington Blade,
the oldest and largest gay and lesbian
weekly publication in the country.
Keen has been involved in the area of
gay and lesbian reporting since 1979,
and has focused largely on the legal
aspects of the community. :

See calendar on pages 6 and 7 for more
information.

MLGPA president
named for 1993-94

AUGUSTA-Ms. Karen Geraghty has
been elected as President of the Maine
Lesbian/Gay Political Alliance for the
1993-94 year. Ms. Geraghty is a Port-
land resident who has been active in
MLGPA, as well as the Equal Protec-
tion-Portland and Equal Protection-
Lewiston campaigns.

Questions regarding MLGPA ac-
tivities, and all media contacts should
be directed to Karen at the MLGPA
telephone number: 761-3732.

Northern Lambda
Nord applies for
financial support

CARIBOU-Northern Lambda Nord
has applied to two funding sources to
assist them in reaching their goal of
building Maine’s first community
center for lesbians and gay men.
Northern Lambda Nord is a private,
non-profit group which serves the
gay community of northern Maine.

OUT: A Fund for Lesbian and Gay
Liberation is part of a national group
committed to supporting grassroots
groups. OUT lists projects that reach
isolated (rural) areas as one of their
priorities.

The other fundraising assistance
source pursued by Northern Lambda
Nord is MaineShare, an alternative to
the United Way. MaineShare re-
quires that their members do not
discriminate on the basis of race,
gender, age, creed, disability, or sexual
orientation in the areas of service,
employment, membership orleader-
ship. One requirement for funding
from MaineShare is providing state-
wide service.

Panel discussion on
lesbian parenting and
pregnancy

BANGOR-A panel discussion on the
real-life experiences and challenges of
pregnancy and parenting for lesbians
will be offered on Saturday, February
12, at the Mabel Wadsworth Women's
Health Center in Bangor. The program
is being offered free of charge.

Three lesbian couples will share
their experiences with adoption, al-
ternative fertilization, pregnancy and
parenting. There will be ample time
for audience participation.

“Having and raising children is
one of the mostimportant topics now
for many lesbians. It is a part of the
complex nature of our family life,
with concerns around health, sexual-
ity, economics, family roles, civil rights,
and relationships,” according to
Peaches Bass, coordinator of the Les-
bian Health Project at the Health
Center. “We want to offer an oppor-
tunity for lesbians to hear from one
another on the subjects of pregnancy
and parenting.”

See calendar on pages 6 and 7 for more
information.

Feinburg, author of
Stone Buich Blues,
appearing in Maine

PORTLAND-Author Leslie Feinburg,
author of Stone Butch Blues, will be
appearing throughout Maine from
February 8 through February 12. She
will hold readings and discussions at
the local colleges and universities, as
well as at the Matlovich Society’s
biweekly meeting.

Feinberg has been involved in
political activism since before the
Stonewall rebellion in 1969.

Lesbian health
conference in April

BANGOR-A first-of-its-kind confer-
ence on lesbian health will be con-
ducted by the Mabel Wadsworth
Women's Health Center at the Air-
port Marriott Hotel in Bangor. The
conference will provide information
about lesbians’ health care from a
different perspectives.

The conference will be open to all
women, and healthcare providers
interested in better serving lesbians
are encouraged to attend. “Lesbians
in Maine have been clamoring for a
forum on the topic of lesbian health,”
according to Peaches Bass, coordina-
tor for the Lesbian Health Project as
the Wadsworth Women’s Health Cen-
ter. Potential discussion topics in-
clude cancer, sexuality, mental health,
aging, family health, substance abuse,
being smart healthcare consumers,
and having kids, to name a few.

AIDS Lodging House
aims for creative

fundraising

PORTLAND-The AIDS Lodging House
of Portland has added a creative bent
to their fundraising efforts with the
inclusion of the “Comfort at Home”
program.

The aim of the program is to get
donors to sponsor one or more of the
monthly operating bills of the AIDS
Lodging House. ALH receives fund-
ing from the city of Portland, the
state, as well as the United Way, but
constant increases in operating costs
has forced the non-profit organiza-
tion to depend on the contributions
of individual donors.

The AIDS Lodging House is a 4-
unit building which currently pro-
vides safe and affordable housing for
five persons living with AIDS or HIV
disease. With the help of the commu-
nity, the ALH offers a service that
would not otherwise be available to
sufferers of AIDS or HIV, many of
whom do not have attractive and safe
housing options.

Further details on the fundraiser
and incentives for donors will be
released in March.

For more information, or if you
would like to be a “Comfort at Home”
sponsor, contact John Devou at 879-
0075.
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Ruling prohibits
excluding AIDS/HIV-
related expenses from
health coverage

development in ADA law. The Fund
had argued that it was not covered by
the ADA because it was not an em-
ployer — it simply provides health
benefits for its members. The EEOC
and the court disagreed, relying on
an earlier case brought under Title
VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Spirt
v. Teachers Insurance Annuity Association.
In Spirt, a broad definition of “em-
ployer” was used to find that a
university’s retirement plan admin-
istered by an independent insurance
company was covered by Title VIL
The EEOC, in its interpretive guid-
ance of the ADA, provides that the
term “employer” has the same mean-
ing under the ADA as it does under
Title VIL

The finding opens the way for
significant progress in stopping in-
surance limits for individuals with
HIV. By finding Mason Tenders a
covered entity, it falls to the Fund to
show that its AIDS-coverage exclu-
sion is based on sound actuarial data
and is not a subterfuge to avoid the
ADA.

Dept. of Justice goes
after bigoted
dentists

WASHINGTON, DC=In its first law-
suit to stop discrimination against
people infected with the AIDS vi-
rus, the Justice Department filed
suit acainst dental offices in Hous-

National News

public service and access to public

read: “Due to the recent discovery
of your health problems, Castle
Dental Center has decided to cease
providing you with orthodontic
treatment.”

In the other case, filed in Fed-
eral District Court in New Or-
leans, the Justice Department al-
leged that a dentist denied dental
services to two men, both of whom

R A ge = e

xazoamon 3o i ~

- accommodations. While the law
does not contain a "laundry list’ of

~ covered disabilities, it includes HIV
_ asan exampie ofa ccvered disabil-
ity in many ofits pro\ns;ons While
~ caselaw under the ADA is not ex-

tenszve as yet, it appears to be a

. mdmduals are ﬁred fromthmr ]{)bs .
~ because they have HIV or AIDS, or
. January 26, 1990. It prohlblts dis-
crimination on the basis of disabil-
ity in empioyment the delivery of

wherf; an individual is refused ser-
vice in publicaccommodations like
restaurants, doctors’ offices, den-

~ tists’ offices (see related story in

National News) and hotels "and

- motels. Equally, or perhaps more,

important is continued scrutiny by |
the EEOC of any efforts to limit
employer-provided insuranceben-
eﬁts so}eiy on the basis of a disabil-

‘ :plamt pmcess or have questlons;;
the AE)A,Xm; can cantactthe&

dental offices to change their poli-
cies and provide complete and
equal services to persons with HIV
and AIDS. It also seeks civil pen-
alties in each action, as well as
compensatory damages for the
three men who were refused treat-
ment.

Bovcott of Cincinnati

Wild Iris Productions, Inc.
proudly presents

S for 1%

(3 shows for the price of 1)

(YAGOTTAWANNA
2
HEARTSTRINGS
&

KIM VOLK)

Saturday March 12, 1994
First Parish Church
425 Congress St., Portland,Maine

$10.50 advance $12.00 day of show
GENERAL ADMISSION

TICKET OUTLETS: Amadeus Music
and Walkabout in Portland, Sister
Creations in Freeport, Macbeans in
Brunswick, JKS Copyprinters in
Belfast and Lady Iris in
Portsmouth, NH.

Special Reserved Seating ($15 per ticket)
Available only by mail from:
Wild Iris Productions, Inc.
P.O. Box 17
West Buxton, Maine 04093
207/929-3866 or 207/247-3461

& ®

V=

CLASSIFIEDS!

For the first four
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Bowling (ten pin, big balls) at the
Loring Air Force Base lanes on Febru-
ary 4 at 6:30 p.m. 75¢ per game. Call
the Northern Lambda Nord
Phoneline on Wednesdays for infor-
mation. 498-2088 (voice/TTY).

Fortune 500 to self-employed:
Gays and lesbians in the busi-
ness world will be the topic of a
panel discussion at the Matlovich
Society’s February 24 meeting. Local
gay men and lesbians share their
lives in the world of business.
Matlovich Society, Thursday, Febru-
ary 24,7:30 to 9:00 p.m. at Holiday Inn
by the Bay, 88 Spring Street, Portland.
Free hotel parking, fully accessible.

History of transgender will be pre-
sented by Leslie Feinburg in slide-
show format in Lewiston at Bates
College. The event takes place from
7:00 to 9:00 p.m. in Chase Lounge on
Friday, February 11.

Jonathan Katz, from City College of
San Francisco’s Department of Gay
and Lesbian Studies, will present
Culture and Subculture: How
Gay Men Put Post-War Ameri-
can Painting on the Map, Mon-
day, February 14 at 7:00 p.m. at the
USM Campus Center, Portland.

Lesbian parenting will be the topic
of discussion at the Mabel Wadsworth
Women's Health Center, Intown
Plaza/Harlow Street in Bangor, on
Saturday, February 12, at 10:00 a.m.
through 12:30 p.m. Three lesbian
couples will discuss the issues related
to parenting, with plenty of time avail-
able for audience questions and dis-
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Listing of Events

cussion. For more information, con-
tact Peaches Bass (621-2924) or Ruth
Lockhart (947-5337).

Leslie Feinberg, author of StoneButch -
Blues, a controversial portrayal of the
complexities of living a transgendered
life, speaks of her life as activist and
passing woman, as she presents An
Illustrated Lecture on Transgender History.
Matlovich Society, Thursday, Febru-
ary 10, 7:30 to 9:00 p.m. at Holiday
Inn by the Bay, 88 Spring Street,
Portland. Free hotel parking, fully
accessible.

Night at the races! Join Northern
Lambda Nord for a night at the off-
track-betting parlor at CHAMPS Grill
and Bar on State Street in Presque
Isle. Starts at 7:00 p.m.-on March 11.

Pot Luck Supper/Bottle Drive for
Northern Lambda Nord. Monthly
potluck supper starts around 5:00
p-m. on Sunday, February 27. Bottle
drive is to help increase the fund for
a community center. Call 498-2088
(voice/TTY) for more informtion.

Maine Lesbian/Gay Political
Alliance’s eighth annual dinner will
be held on Saturday, March 5. Cock-
tails at 5:00 p.m. buffet dinner at
6:00 p.m., followed by Lisa Keen, se-
nior editor of The Washington Blade.
Dancing at 9:30 p.m. Information for
non-members is available from Ms.
Judy Edgerly at 626-9309.

Maine Pride’s Tri-State Meeting
with New Hampshire and Vermont
will be held on Sunday, February 153.
Call 871-9940 for more information.

Northern Lambda Nord’s Open
House takes place every Wednesday
at the Phoneline in Caribou at 7:00
pm. Call 498-2088 for information.
Monthly meeting takes place on
Sunday, February 13 from 1:00 to 3:00
p.m. at the Lions Community Center,
High Street, Caribou, across from Shop
& Save.

Reading by Leslie Feinburg from
Stone Butch Blues, as well as a discus-
sion of gender issues will be held in
Brunswick at Bowdoin College’s
Kresge Lecture Hall from 7:30 to 9:00
p.m. on Wednesday, February 9.

Rita Kissen, Professor of Education
at USM, will discuss her interviews
with classroom teachers from all over
the country. Voices from the Glass
Closet: Lesbians and Gay Teach-
ers Talk About Their Lives.
Matlovich Society, Thursday, March
10, 7:30 to 9:00 p.m. at Holiday Inn by
the Bay, 88 Spring Street, Portland.
Free hotel parking, fully accessible.

Surviving Gender Oppression, A
Lesbian’s Journey, a discussion at
the Gathering, USM Student Center,
Student Commuter Lounge, will be
help on Tuesday, February 8, from
7:00 to 9:00 p.m.

Valentine’s Party on Saturday, Feb-
ruary 12, at 8:00 p.m. Free to mem-
bers of Northern Lambda Nord, $2 for
guests. Wear red! Call the Northern
Lambda Nord Phoneline on Wednes-
days for more information, 498-2088.
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DJ/Top 40 Music
Tues, Thurs-Sat

2's

Wednesdays are Country Dance Nights!
Free Dance Lessons, 7-9 pm

Last Friday of the Month is Country Friday, 7-11 pm

HAPPY HOUR Tuesday-Thursday, 7-10 pm

WANTED: Energetic piano player for Thursday nights

80 WATER ST, AUGUSTA - TUES-SAT 7 PM -1AM - 623-4041

one

A store for cats and dogs

Appetit:

93 India Street, Portland, Maine 04101
telephone 207.871 9442

Parenting

Mothers and Child

by Maggie Fournier
Contributor

This is the first in a monthly
series about lesbian parenting.
Throughout the year, this column
will explore a wide variety of is-
sues important to lesbian women
who are thinking about becoming
pregnant and to those engaged in
raising children. Please feel free
to write me in care of this paper if
you have specific questions or
areas which you would like to see
addressed in this column.

When I was pregnant, a friend
told me that being in labor was
like riding a roller coaster from
which there was no getting off. It
was not particularly helpful ad-
vice at the time as I was pretty
anxious about the giving birth.
As it turned out, bringing out child
into the world was a most joyful
experience. True, there was a lot
of pain and it was an exhausting
ordeal but not quite like the way
my friend had foretold. I like to
think of labor as pain with a pur-
pose. I was so determined to hold
our child in my arms thatI gave to
that experience every ounce of
courage and energy I had.

It had only been recently that
I have thought about my friend’s
words and now, I think that being
a parent is like riding a non-stop
roller coaster. Well, sometimes I
think that way. Since giving birth
our lives have jumped into fast-
forward. Time races on as though
we are in some type of sroed

everyday I grieve a little for the
child who is now a sweet memory.
The roller coaster dips and turns
and climbs once more.

The challenges of parenthood
are enormous for everyone who
embarks on that journey. They
are even greater for lesbians be-
cause lesbian moms are blazing
new trails. There are not many
books or experienced role models
for guidance. Often, my partner
and I feel as though we are flying
by the seat of our pants. We have
the support of many friends as
well as the lesbian moms group to
which we belong. And we have
discovered that our roles as par-
ents include being good teachers
to others about who we are as a
family. Pediatricians, teachers,
colleagues, neighbors, and play-
mates of our child all understand
that we are lesbians who are co-
mothers. Our daughter introduces
us to friends as her two moms.
She is as clear as seven year-old
can be about the special way in
which she was conceived. She
knows that her family is different
and very special. She is proud of
us. She is proud of herself. There
are no secrets in our home and
the closets are where we hang our
clothes. Our guiding principle
has been one of honesty. As we
continue on this exhilarating ride,
we feel secure in our love as a
family and look forward to the
new turns around the bend.

Considering parenthood?
Think about your readiness to

P Tar =Wl s



Maine Lesbian & Gay

Legal Association

Legal developments around the nation

by Will Sandstead
Contributor

December 1993 brought good
news and bad news from the legal
front for lesbians, gays and bisexuals.
Court decisions in Colorado, Oregon,
Florida and Pennsylvania will have a
big impact on our community.

Colorado

The most exciting news comes
from Colorado, where Amendment 2
has been held unconstitutional.
Amendment 2 would have prevented
the State of Colorado from adopting
or enforcing laws or policies protect-
ing lesbians, gay men and bisexuals
from private or government discrimi-
nation. On December 14, a Colorado
district court judge ruled that the
Amendment violates the fundamen-
tal right of lesbians, gay and bisexu-
als to participate in the political pro-
cess, which is protected by the First
and Fourteenth Amendments to the
U.S. Constitution. The judge perma-
nently enjoined state officials from
putting Amendment 2 into effect.
Governor Romer and Attorney Gen-
eral Norton said, however, that they
would appeal the district court’s de-
cision to the Colorado Supreme Court.
The Court's opinion can be found at
Evans v. Romer, 1993 WL 518586 (Dec.
14).

Oregon

The Oregon Citizens Alliance
(OCA), an anti-gay group, success-
fully challenged the state attorney
general’s official name give to OCA’s
latest effort to insert an anti-gay-
rightsamendment into Oregon’s con-
stitution. OCA is seeking to add a
referendum to this November's bal-
lot regarding the proposed amend-
ment. The amendment would do a
whole host of nasty things including
labeling homosexuality as “wrongful
sexual behavior,” preventing state
and local governments from giving
sexual orientation “legitimate minor-
ity status,” and forbidding the recog-
nition of domestic partnerships or
the extension of spousal benefits to
same-sex partners. The attorney gen-
eral, who prepares ballot titles, gave
the ballot measure a name that
pointed out that the proposed
amendment would allow the pas-
sage of anti-gay laws and would ban
any gay civil rights protection. The
OCA argued that the name was preju-
dicial because it unfairly character-
ized the purposes of the proposed
amendment. The Court rewrote the
title to ask whether the state consti-
tution should be amended to “de-
clare homosexuality wrongful sexual
behavior, forbid laws establishing
homosexuality as a protected status
[and] prohibit public spending, pro-
moting [orlapprovlall [ofl homosexu-
ality.” The proposed amendment is a
slightly watered-down version of the

measure rejected by Oregon voters
in 1992. This case may be found at
DeParrie v. Keisling, 318 Or. 62 (1993).

Florida

The Florida Supreme Court is
currently considering arguments
challenging a proposed statewide
ballot measure that would prevent
the state from enacting laws which
provide anti-discrimination protec-
tion to persons unless the discrimi-
nation is based upon race, color,
religion, sex, national origin, age,
handicap, ethnic background, mari-
tal status or familial status. Of course,
the measure would effectively ban
any gay-rights laws. However, pro-
ponents of the measure argue that it
avoids the constitutional flaws in
Colorado’s Amendment 2, because
the Florida measure does not specifi-
cally single out gays, lesbians and
bisexuals. Instead, they claim, the
measure treats all new groups seek-
ing civil rights protection evenhand-
edly by excluding them all. The
name and docket number of this case
is In re Advisory Opinion to the Attorney
General — Restricting Laws Related to Dis-
crimination, No. 82-674.

Also in Florida, a state appellate
court upheld Florida’s ban on “ho-
mosexuals” adopting children. The
case was brought by a gay male
couple who were denied training
and certification as adopting parents.
In upholding the ban, the court held
that the ban does not constitute state
intrusion into the private lives of
lesbian and gays. The court also
concluded that it is reasonable for
the state to presume that only het-
erosexual parents are capable of prop-
erly guiding heterosexual adopted
children to sexual maturity, because
homosexual parents lack experience
in heterosexual relationships and,
therefore, cannot provide children
with informed advice on such mat-
ters. The plaintiffs may appeal to the
Florida Supreme Court. The Court’s
opinion can be found at Dept. of Health
and Rehab. Services v. Cox, 1993 WL
496042 (Fla. App., 2d Dist., Dec. 1).

Pennsylvania

In Pennsylvania, a transsexual
AMTRAK employee lost a sexual and
disability discrimination case brought
in federal court. The transsexual
plaintiff originally applied for her
job as a man, but later informed her
supervisors that she was currently
undergoing hormone treatment in
anticipation of a sex change. Her
supervisors told the plaintiff that she
would ‘not be allowed to use the
women's rest room and would need
a doctor's note in order to wear
women’s clothes to work. In addi-
tion, the plaintiff's desk was moved
to a location outside the public view,
and her supervisors refused to ad-
dress the plaintiff by her female name.
The Plaintiff sued her employer al-

leging sex and disability discrimina-
tion. The court held that transsexu-
als may not state a claim under Title
VII of the Federal Civil Rights Act or
the Pennsylvania Human Rights Act.
Dobre v. Nat'l Railroad Passenger Corp.,
1993 WL 498217 (E.d.Pa., Dec. 1).

Massachusetts

The Massachusetts Superior
Court for Suffolk County decided on
December 15 that gay, lesbian and
bisexual Irish-Americans are entitled
to march in the Boston St. Patrick’s
Day Parade on the same basis as
other groups. The name and docket
number of this case is,Irish American
Gay, Lesbian, and Bisexual Group of Boston
v. City of Boston, No. 92-1518.

In addition, Massachusetts has
passed a first-ever law giving anti-
discrimination protection specifically
to gay and lesbian students in public
schools. The law was signed by
Governor Weld on December 10, 1993.

Elsewhere

In Ohio, a state appellate court
refused to overturn a trial court's
decision giving a lesbian mother sole
custody of her three children. The
court rejected the father's argument
that the trial court had “neglected to
recognize traditional family values
and standards which have been de-
viated from by [the motherl.” The
court held that there was “no evi-
dence indicating that [the mother's]
sexual orientation had any negative
effect on the children.” The citation
name of this case is Largev. Large, 1993
WL 498127 (Ohio App., 10th Dist,
Dec. 2).

An Illinois appellate court over-
turned a trial court’s decision to limit
a lesbian mother’s visitation rights
with her children. The higher court
held that it was irrelevant that the
mother lived with her lesbian part-
ner. Further, the court stated that it
was “disturbed by the [triall judge’s
numerous homophobic comments.”
See Pleasantv. Pleasant, 1993 WL 504439
(Ill. App., 1st Dist,, Dec. 8).

U.S. Secretary of Health and Hu-
man Services Donna Shalala has is-
sued a policy which prohibits dis-
crimination on the basis of sexual
orientation in her department. In
addition, she has instructed the
Department’s equal opportunity of-
ficers to begin processing complaints
of sexual orientation discrimination.

In Baltimore and Los Angeles,
municipal law makers voted to ex-
tend employee benefits to domestic
partners of city employees. New
York University issued a policy grant-
ing similar benefits to the domestic
partners of university employees.

Source: Gay Law Reporter

Will Sandstead is an interim board member
of the Maine Lesbian and Gay Law Associa-
tion (MeLeGal) and is an associate al
Farnsworth & Associates in Hallowell.
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Where can
| get my
copy of
1057

Underground
Portland

Whole Grocer
Portland

Blackstones
Portland

Books Etc.
Portland

Treasure Chest
Portland

Chartroom Saloon
Portland

Drop Me A Line...
Portland

Raffles Cafe
Portland

Videoport
Portland

Bad Habits
Portland

Ananzel
Portland

Good Day Market
Portland

The AIDS Project
Portland

Sister Creations
Freeport

Gulf of Maine Books
Brunswick

Pro Libris Bookshop
Bangor
PJ's
Augusta

Northern Lambda Nord
Caribou

Waldo-Knox AIDS Coalition
Belfast

Mabel Wadsworth Women's Health
Center
Bangor

The Bridge at Colby College
Waterville

...and many more!
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Music

Reviews

Ferron’s latest CD shares a
life with the listener

by Chris
Contributor

Let's begin 1994 with the sharing
of optimism, love, trust and open-
ness. Ferron has combined music
and lyrics to express all these emo-
tions and more in her newest album.

A seasoned musician, Ferron at
40-years old is a mentor for womyn
young and experienced. Her family
issues, love situations, and paths of
spiritual growth are shared with us
all. Many say what makes a great
songwriter is life experience. Ferron
shares her life by way of a song and
lyrics to ponder on.

Connect with Ferron by listening
* to Driver. Let Ferron share with you
whathas driven her. All of us womyn
have the need to know how others
have made it through these different
paths of life. Ferron is a womyn
mentor of our time teaching us
through music what we may have
not had a chance to experience yet,
and reminding us how much we
have grown for those of us who have
experienced it.
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This album is deep. You can
listen to the music but you will miss
something special if you don't take
the time to listen to what the words
say. Listen again with your thoughts,
and the beauty of her music will
shine even more.

Listen to Driver with stereo head-
phones and experience the different
instruments used in each song to
create that special feeling felt by your
heart and soul. Enjoy 63 minutes of
Driver and answer Ferron's question:
“Who is driving?”.

Ferron is also a must see in con-
cert. Her humor, love and caring
draws womyn from many miles away.
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10% Enterprises PO Box 10536 Portland: ME 04104

by Lise Wagner
Contributor

Given the relative lack of lesbian-
oriented films, you may want to see
any of them you can lay your hands
on. Nevertheless, you want to lay off
of at least one of the following two
films.

The director of Salmonberries,
Percy Adlon, also directed the won-
derful, woman-strong film, Bagdad Cafe.
Both of these films are set in desolate
places: Bagdad Cafe is in the desert and
Salmonberries is set in the arctic. In
this film, Adlon attempts to portray
the struggles of two women, one try-
ing to forget her past and the other
trying to find it. Roswitha (Rosel
Zech), a German librarian, escaped
from East Germany, leaving behind a
husband shot by the border guards.
Kotzebue (k.d. lang) seems to be an
Eskimo, but has no idea who her
parents were (in fact, she’s named
after the town). To add to her identity
crisis, people often don't realize she's
a woman because her hair is cut so
short and she barely speaks to or
looks at anyone long enough for
them to figure it out.

While this sounds like an inter-
esting premise, for the most part the
film is incomprehensible. Itis shot in
shadows so it's difficult to tell who
people are and what they are doing.
Forexample, the famous “nude scene”
— I had to rewind to see if that really
was the famous nude scene. Numer-
ous actors mumble, especially k.d., so
following the dialogue can be torture.
Itis hard to tell exactly what Kotzebue
does (she seems to work either for a
mine or a refinery). Zech, as the
librarian, has some acting ability, but
she’s about the only one. Even Chuck
Connors, as the Bingo caller, doesn't
seem to know why he’s there.

Kotzebue develops a crush on
Roswitha after throwing some books
around in the library and proceeds to
follow her around. A romance is
attempted, but unfortunately, it is so
melodramatic that it is laughable.
Melodrama seems an apt description
here; for example, Kotzebue stands in
a huge satellite dish and howls and
all the dogs around howl too. Instead
of causing me to understand the angst
she is feeling, it caused me to roll my
eyes.

Well, this longtime k.d. lang fan
has doubts after seeing her in Salmo-
nberries. No two ways about it, this
movie is awful. Its only redeeming
quality is k.d. (repeatedly) singing
“Barefoot”. It was rather a shock, after
being so impressed with her vocal
ability and expression, to see lang so
inept and untalented. The best ad-
vice to those interested in k.d. is to
rent Harvest of Seven Years. You'll see
her doing what she’s really good at-
singing.

The second of these two films,
Claire of the Moon, is not terrific, but

¢ Clam: of the Moon (1992) h
1 hour, 32 minutes
" Directo Nu:ole Conn

it is much better than the first. Writ-
ten and directed by Nicole Conn, the
movie is set in the Pacific Northwest
at the Arcadia Women Writers Re-
treat. It is the story of two of the
women who are roommates at the
retreat, initially hating each other
and yes, you guessed it, ultimately
falling in love. This is a film filled
with dichés; in fact, it could be an
amusing party game to keep score.

Maggie (Faith McDevitt) is the
stereotypical butch who runs the re-
treat. She thinks it's a great idea to
put lesbian Noel (Karen Trumbo), a
“mysterious therapist who made
brooding a fine art,” in the same cabin
with straight Claire (TriSha Todd), who
spends most of her time smoking,
drinking coffee, and being extremely
sexually active. From their first meet-
ing, the two women don't speak civ-
illy to each other, and within a short
time they're slamming cabinet doors
in the kitchen. Isn’t it interesting that
Claire finds Noel intriguing once Noel
comes out to the writing group? They
can even talk pleasantly to each other
after that.

While the writing group deals
with Noel's “announcement” and the
abandonment of one of the other
writers by her husband, Claire spends
a lot of time fantasizing about Noel.
Noel also fantasizes about Claire. They .
talk about fantasies. They sit on the
couch reading each other's books.
Sexual tension builds. You get the
picture. And we are actually re-
warded with both an erotic all-woman
dance scene and a steamy sex scene.

So, while you are counting the
clichés, you can enjoy lovely Pacific
coast scenery, try to figure out the
symbolism of when and why various
women’s long hair is pulled back or
let down, and take bets on whether
Claireis justexperimenting orwhether
this is just what she needed to know
her true self.

It's easy to poke fun at this film
because it takes itself too seriously,
particularly given all the stereotypes
it expects us to swallow. Although
this is a relatively enjoyable movie,
one certainly hopes that the budding
lesbian film industry can generate
some films which will challenge its
audience and not merely rely on a sex
scene or two to satisfy the audience.



Fuchsia Stamens
fiction by Tara K. Luce

It will be the bras I miss the most was
the first thought into my mind when
her lips stopped moving. She’s got a
soft light down on her face that is
caught only by this kind of afternoon
sunlight and I'll never strip her out of
abra again. Helen was the first woman
I'd ever met who wore anything other
than a plain beige or white bra. Hers
had pastel flowers and burgundy and
purple flowers with fuchsia stamens,
they had lace or were made out of silk.
Helen's bras were not some poly-cot-
ton blend. Not that was the first thing
I was drawn to. | was definitely at-
tracted to her before she took her shirt
off. Her hair began at her face and slid
back over her shoulders onto some
dark, single-colored sweater or knit
shirt. She was short and walked solely
on her toes, so her walk was a bounce,
always a bounce which occasionally
threw me off her mood.

No way to miss her mood today.
She was sitting in a metal and black
vinyl chair. Her legs were pulled up
under her and she had a stuffed puppy
dog clutched against her chest. I was
sitting in an identical chair with my
elbows on my knees, my hands cra-
dling my face.

Helen and I had stopped talking
almost four months before. I'dbeen on
the brink of an emotional affair. I was
spending every moment of every day
with my friend Pam who'd moved
back into town over the summer. Pam
had spent a year in Alaska and I was
overcome with:every detail that she let
hanging in rooms or on store counters
so I spent my time tagging along after
her making sure I collected each one. 1
was under no illusion of where I stood
in regards to a future with my
snowshoeing dogsledder. Then one
night as I stepped out onto the porch
Helen said either come back inside or
take your things with you. I thought it
might be her way of shoving me out
into a dream I keptbacking away from.
Then after I'd made my decision and
the New England days started to
shorten, I had my first jolt.

My friends nodded at my admis-
sions of recklessness and momentary
insanity. My sister Theresa just smiled
dully, “You just didn't make it through
the three-year slump. It happens to
the best of us.” I grimaced thinking
about the fact that she still kept her
wedding ring in the top drawer of her
dresser even though she had originally
filed for the divorce. He had argued and
then gotten over it and now was living
with a woman in Connecticut. Theresa
was living in the same town in New
Hampshire that they'd lived in together.
And she talked to me more than she
talked to anyone else.

I, myself, had almost rationalized my
new apartment, the idea that I came
home from work and spent my free time
reading and then this morning Peter
called.

“Is Suzanne there?” Noteven a hello.

“This is Suzanne.”

“This is Peter, Helen's brother.” He
didn't say anything for a minute after
that. I started shaking and slid down
the kitchen cupboards onto the lino-
leum clamping my head between my
knees. “I neverreally liked you. I didn't

- approve. [ still don't” He stopped

again. “She asked me to call you.”

I cdlenched my jaw and squeezed
the phone until a button beeped.
“Sorry."

“Fuck it. She's at Mercy, on the
fourth floor.” Click.

I hung up the phone and walked
into the living room.

“Who was that?” Liz, my room-
mate, asked.

“Work. I've got to go in early.” 1
walked into the bathroom and turned
on the shower.

It took me four hours to get to the
hospital. Forty-five minutes on the
bus and a three-hourtour of the neigh-
borhood surrounding the hospital. My
keds kept crunching random piles of
ice while I thought about Alaska. Fi-
nally I got cold enough and walked in
and took the elevator up.

When I walked into the room she
was standing with her forehead pressed
against the glass. “I feel like I've been her
forever. This cold,” she says laying her
hand on the window, “is the closest I've
come to fresh air in a week. I was afraid
he wouldn't call you.”

“He doesn't like me much.” I took a
seat near the door, clenching and
undenchingmyhandsaround my gloves.
The room was small but a single. illness
was almost the great equalizer.

“Iwasn't sure thatI was going to be
but I'm glad you came, Suzanne.”

“I'm glad you asked him to call and
I'm sorry, Helen."

She turned around holding the
stuffed animal in front of her. “No
apologies. it was half my fault and I
don't have the energy for them.” She
walked over to sitin the chair that was
at a perfect angle to mine with a stand
between them. “How've you been?”

“Fine. I mean. Shit. Helen, he
didn't tell me what was wrong.” 1
shoved my gloves into my pockets.

“I'know. I wanted to tell you myself”
She stopped and was quiet. It didn't fit
with my picture of Helen. She was the
onewhojustsaid things. Ata fancylunch
downtown with her parents, she'd folded
up her doth napkin, set it down next to
her plate and told them we were together.
We hadn't been planning to, we hadn't
even discussed it. She just said things, it

didn'tmatterwhattheother peoplewould -

think or have to feel or deal with, she just
said it. About a week after we met we
were sitting in my apartment. She'd
turned to me and said, “I'm going to take
my shirt off. I think it's only fair because
then I'm going to take off yours.” It didn't
matter if you were angry—she never said
she was sorry. And then most recently,
“Get out and don't come back”

She stood and turned toward the
window. She looked so much like she
ever had. Royal blue jeans with a brown
knit turtleneck. Her hair ending in an
even arc just below her shoulder blades.
Her stance slightly forward on her toes.
She set the dog down on the window sill
and dropping her arms down to her side
turned to face me. I might not have
noticed except that halfway through
her pirouette the sun outlined her
form. The light making her a dark
outline, like being behind something
showing in the headlights of a vehicle.
Her shirt fell straight down in a line
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from her chin to where it tucked in at
her belt. “I had breast cancer.”

That was when I thought of bras,
allmanner ofbras. Thenllooked ather
and came out of the chair, all in one
motion. My hands coming to rest, one
on her face and the other at the small
of her back. “You are a breathtaking
creature.” She cried then, leaning in
toward my breast and neck. Her hands
coming to life, sliding up our sides to
my face. Then her right hand de-
scended until it stopped on my breast.
Stopped, just resting. Her hand reflect-
ingand amplifying the sound of my heart
until I was sure she must feel it even
through my flesh.

I almost reminded her that one of
them was hers but resisted, in a way it
wasn't true. The first year we were
together I'd given her one. It was before
I'd started giving massages and I didn't
have any money. Id knitted her a
sweater, worn it in to her and told her she
could have one of what was under it.
When she asked about the other I'd held
off saying, “Whatif nextyear'snobetter?".
The sweater had been a green jade, one of
her dark colors.

She leaned down and lifted her
hand to kiss my breast then drew
away. She walked over to the bed,
taking her dog with her. She sat with
her head against the wall her knees
drawn up close. She looked small
“God, Suzanne, I just want them back.”
She took a deep breath. “You know it’s
funny-they built themselves so gradu-
ally and now in one day they're just
gone.” She sat on the bed not speaking.
I leaned back against the wall. “Re-
member when you got your braces
off? ‘It felt like you had no teeth.” She
stopped on a ragged breath and then

started again slowly. “I feel like I have
no body. I feel like someone took my
body away. Someone stole it. Even if I
beat the cancer it will have taken a vital
partofme. Even after] get used to this flat
chestitwill stillbe gone. I am an amputee.
lalways thought ofan amputee as some-
one who'd been in awar ora car accident.
Notme. Justnotme.” By the end she was
pounding on the bed rhythmically.

I walked over and climbed up on
to thebed in front ofher. She was tilted
slightly forward on the bed as the
mattress caught my weight. I caught
her had, opened itand kissed her palm.
When she would have pulled away I
didn't let go. With my other hand I
reached up and through her shirt felt
the bandages. She smiled at me.
“Suzanne, you should go. I'm about to
get my first chemo shot and it's sup-
posed to be a scene. I won't be much
good as far as conversation.”

“I'm going to stay, Helen. I mean
really stay. I should never have left in
the first place.”

“No more snowshoeing, eh?”

“Helen, I love you. I'm not going.
And you're going to help me move in
right after your chest heals up.”

She leaned forward and we kissed.
Her lips were warm and velvety. Her
hands reached up and found my breast
withnone of the restfulness ofbefore. She
ran her finger over my nipple and I
shivered. She pulled backlaughing. “You
are so wonderfully predictable,” she said,
lifting my bra strap through my shirt
“Now I am going to take this old thing off
of you and throw it away. Come tomor-
row morning you are finally going to be
wearing some decent bras since I don't
have the option.” And with that she let
the elastic snap back against my skin.
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