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@Iote’l‘o Readers

Mainely Gay is back--
stronger than ever. At a
meeting held in Augusta on
March 5, the Mainely Gay
collective met to discuss
the future of the publi-
cation. We decided that
if we stopped publishing,
it would be a victory for
the bigots. We also
agreed that we had the
energy and ability to
continue to print Mainel
Gay. [note: for those who
are unfamiliar wit the’
term, ‘collective' means a
group of people who have
joined together to du a
project, and who share the
work and decision-making
in that project. Deci-
sions are made together
rather than being handed
down a chain of command--
this is how MG has tradi-
tionally done things].

The co-editors of MG,
however, made seveéral sug-
gestions for changes,
which were adopted by the
entire group. Those
changes are as follows:

1) Mainely Gay will be
publishec on a bi-monthly
basis beginaing with the
March/April issue;

Z) We agreed that MG
exists primarily as a forum
and organizing catalyst for
all Lesbians and Gay men in
Maine. However, we also
agreed that ihe function of
Mainely Gay in the future

- would incTude more than

words --namely, any revenues
above and beyond those nec-
essary for publication,

would be used in practice.
When our financiag situation

"is finally determined, we

will ask our subscribers by
means of a survey, where
they [you] want any surplus
money to go. Several staff-
persons are currently in-
volved in the Portland Gay
Community Center Planning
Committee for example, and-
money could be allocated to

an endeavor such as the
Community Center. 'Mainel%
Gay will emerge as more than

just a voice--it will event-
ually serve us as a publica-



ticn that unites words and
practices;

3) Mainely Gay will con-
tinue to be a vehicle for
all Gay people in Maine,
with continued emphasis con
a strong, healthy politic-
al voice. We hope that
this will encourage read-
ers to get involved on
some level in the activi-
ties MG promotes.

~_ -— Main€ly Gay is back and
fighting. 's Lesbians .
and Gay men an ~i{és unity
with feminists, anmd it's
ready to continue the
long hard task of turning
Maine around.
minds, and your subscrip-
tions. $5 will do it for
six issues--you can't af-
ford to pay it, we can't
afford for you not to.
Here to stay—irere™to win.

This is a call to all
ferocious dykes and
- faggots who have a con-
sciousness of women's and
Gay oppression. It is a
call to those of you who
‘have thought about the
causes of our oppression,
wiho oppose straight male
dominance, who oppose
corporate tyranny, who
oppose all of those who

A

.is over.

We want your

run our lives and crush our
freedon.

This is a call to all
dykes and faggotts who
agree that the time for
words, theory and rhetoric
This is a call to
be active and start a prac-
tice in line with your con-
scicusness and theory.

We at Mainely Gay and our
sisters and brothers from
other Gay and feminist organ-
izations feel that it is
time to put our Gay theory
into practice. Idle rhetoric
won't free us. Currying the
straight man's fgzg; won't
free us. Fritterl away our
time in hedonistic amusement
won't free us. And siléence
most assuredly won't free us--
because silence kills. We

sel we need an organization
that exists _specifically for
Lesbians and Gay men with
strong feminist ties , to
serve our cause and nourish
our people. An organization.
dedicated to struggle against
the influence of the homo-
phobes and bigots--that meets
their attacks with equal
vigor.

For this reason, a group of
core organizers has agreed to
begin wark on a Gay Community



Center in Portland, in
which alcohol will be
noticeably absent, and
where Gay people can

gather for a variety of
purposes. The Community
Center is now in its plan-
ning stages, and there is a
mound of work that needs to
be done if we are ever to
get it opened.

According to our plans,
the Center will have a
ccffeehouse with entertain-
ment by Lesbians and Gay
men, mostly pianists and
guitarists singing Gay
music. It will have a Gay/
Feminist bookstore, liter-
ature from all over the
country and many other
countries as well. Rap
groups, political groups,
newsletters and many other
Gay organizations will be
housed in the community
Center's offices. There
will be a craft shop for
revenue, selling regular
items as ewll as Gay buttons,
T-shirts, pendants, etc.

The community Center will
"be a forum for all Gay
politics, as well as all
‘cominist speakers and or-
‘ganizations. It will unite

all of us who either already

understand where our oppres-
sion comes from or who want
to learn about it. And it
will give us the opportunity
to DO something about the
oppression other than talk-
ing about it. It will give
new faggots and dykes a
healthy, supportive place to
'come out,' and to those
already out a place to be a
Gay community.

What the Center will not
be is another pick-up
station. To say the least,
the atmosphere will be a
political one.

There is a ton of work

. that needs to be done, fronm

raising revenues, to finding
a suitable place. We have
to order publications and
films from all over the
world, contact groups for
Lesbian mothers, contact
people experienced in marti-
al arts to lead self-defense
classes for Gay men and all
women.

As more information becomes
available, we'll keep every-
one informed.




EDITORIAL _

WHO'S NEXT ?

On December 30, 1977,
the offices of 7THE BoDY
porzrrc, Canada's largest
Gay and Lesbian newspaper,
were railed by the Canadi-
an police. The details of
that raid and seizure were
contained in a letter in
the last issue of MG.

The problem is basically
that the government won't
keep its hands off our
sisters and brothers to
the North. We can't let
them throw another punch.
The police seized sub-
scription lists, files,
the paper's checkbook and

privy to.

THE BODY PoLITIC 1is back at
work and is once again pub-
lishing. But two weeks
prior to the raid on their
offices, the offices of
Diana Press, a feminist
press located in QOakland,
California, were similarly
vandalized. Their press
was virtually destroyed and
their files and lists dis-
appeared.

While we are increasingly
aware of the possibility of
an attack on Mainely Gay or
any other Lesbian or Gay

newspaper on this continent,
we are not intimidated. Our
subscribers can feel assured
that their names and ad-
dresses will not be taken
in a similar seizure be-
cause of the precautions
noted above. However, we
must back both 7HE BODY POLI-
77¢ and Diana Press in

their courage. Both organi-
zations need contributions

- - THE BODY pPoLrTIC for its De-
fense Fund, and Diana Press

manuscripts and books
slated for publication or
salélinitheir offices.

Mainely Gay is not try-
ing to project paranoia--
‘we KNOW they're out to get
us. In fact, our sub-
scription lists are not
kept in our office here
in Portland. They're kept
in an undisclosed loca-
tion, which only co-editors
and two other staffers are

i




to Eeatare 1ts oEfico. FOR THE BODY POLITIC
(check payable. to)
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‘feminist publication. We'ne Diana Press
not asking you to nisk your's; 4400 Market Street
fust o make it possible for Oakland, Californie

us o continue o nisk our's. ,
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Maine Note G su

b

SYMFOSIUM Vi FIFTH YEAR OF A
FINE DOWN-EAST TRADITION

The fifth annual Maine Gay Symposium will be held
at Bangor Communit; College, Friday 31 March through Sun-
day 2 April. Registration begins Friday at 6 PM and con-
tinues through Saturday. Sponsoring groups this year are '
the Wilde-Stein Club (University of Maine - Orono), Gay
People's Alliance (University of Maine ~ Portland/Gor-
ham), Mainefy Gay, and Maine Lesbian-Feminists.

Several hundred people from Maine and neighboring
states are expected to attend the week-end activities,
which will include approximately 20 workshops on a var-
iety of Gay issues ~ topics range from disco dancing to
radical separatist politics. The recently released and
highly acclaimed documentary Gay USA will be shown Fri-
day night, and on Saturday evening there will be the
traditional dinner and dance. @A painting, a caned chair,
and a quilt, all made by Maine Gay people, will be raf-
fled. Free child care and housing will be provided
throughout the week-end.

Keynote speakers will be Karla Jay and Allen Young,
co~editors of two Gay anthologies, Out o4 the CLoseis
and After You're Out. Soon to be released is their
third joint endeavor, We Are Everywhene: A Celebration
o4 Lavender Culture.

Anyone wishing to attend 1s requested to pre~reg-
ister by sending the $5.00 registration fee to: Wilde-
Stein Club, Memorial Union, Univ. of Maine, Orono, ME
04473. Let them know whether you need or can provide
housing and/or child care, and whether you plan to attend
the dinner. see you therel . :



" NEWS SHORTS

NEW JORK [Press Release)=--
The IMational Gay Task
Forze is organizing a
national Gay Blue Jeans
D~ on 14 April. Parti-
cipating ccollege groups
are to announce that all
wearers of blue jeans on
that day will bw assumed
to be Gay. Blue Jeans
Day has proved to be an

‘*ﬁ\\<sff&ctive consciousness-

Tteiny, devine Four
info, cuntoct NGTF, 80
Fifth Ave., NY,NY 10011;
ter. (212) 741-1010.

MINNEAPOLIS-ST. PAUL
(Press Release) -- A group
of fundamentalist
Christians, led by Rev.
Richard A. Angwin, is
seeking to overturn
these citys' 3% year-old
.Gay rights amendment to -
the municipal human
rights ordinance. St.
Paul Citizens for Human
Rights has been formed
to defend the amendment.
SPCHR informs us that the
fundamentalists have
collected enough signa-

tures to force a referen-
dum on the ordirance, but
that this may be declared
invalid because a referen-—
dum on a city ordinance has
to be filed for within 90
days of the ordinance's
passage. However, they
foresee an emotional court
battle on the issue. Twir
Cities Lesbian groups in o
particular consider this
challenge to the amendment
a top-priority issve. The
Roman Catholic Archbishop
of St. Paul-Minneapolis has
come out in favor of the
amendment even though, as

a church official, he dis-
approves of the Gay life-
style.

BODY POLITIC UPDATE (Press
Refease) -- Body Politic,
despite the obstructive
police raid of 15 December,
has re-assembled enough of
its material t6 publish a

- February issue, and has

partially reconstructed its

‘subscription list. Pink

Triangle Press, its parent
organization, has several

7



books for sale. The paper,
the press and thres of their
officers, Gerald Hannon,
Edward Jackson and Ken
Popert, have been charged
with obscenity, and their
trial is scheduled for June

™ 1
iﬁz‘EEIEI‘wiil cost as much

as $30,000, of which about
$12,000 has been raised so
far.

. THE BRYANT WATCH: Anita
Bryant spoke at the Toronto
People's Church on 14 Jan.
and was greeted with a pro-
test march of over 500 Gay
people, led by a large
Lesbian contingent, march-
ing in 10° Celsius (about
~12F°) weather. The day
before, more than 800 people
attended a pro-Gay rights
rally and protest march
through the streets of To-
ronto. Several Gay reli-
gious groups also held
services at the time of the
Bryant speech. A gay
rights ordinance is being
introduced in the Ontario
provincial legislature, and
Bryant's visit is thought
to be da move by opponents
of the measure. The Gay
protest was remarkable for
the harmony between Les-
bians and Gay men and for

8

the leadership role taken‘
by women, reported the Body
Politic.

NEW YORK, NY (The Empty
Closet, Gaysweek) -- True to .
his word, Mayor Edward Koch
has issued an Executive
Order prohibiting discrimi-
nation on the basis of
sexual preference "over any
ar in which the [city]
government "has control "...
The order also forbids dis-
crimination on the basis of
sex, race, religion and
national origin.

FORT WORTH, TX (GCN)-- The
Awareness Unity and Research
Association (AURA), a local
Gay service organization,

.has filed a class-action

suit against the Fort-Werth
police department. The suit
charges harassment and il-
legal surveillance of the
group by the police after a
Gay conference held in Fort

Worth in June 1973. _The
poli i ction

JnLJdiing_mexas_sndgmx_%ézi;
At a hearing on 31 October

1977, the court found against
this argument, saying "the
mere desire of an individual
to commit a criminal act...
does not permit state inter-
ference with that individ-



ual to commit' a criminal
act...does not permit state
interference with that
individual's freedom." The
suit itself has not yet
been decided upon.

LOS ANGELES (Gaysweek) --
State Sen. Joha—¥-—Briggs

has begun a new. petition

d“‘“ﬁ*gn to put
inia law
to allow £iling of-eharges

against teach r
school personnel for "ad-

vocating, solicitin im=-
posing, encour
' ing privat

ana allowing school boards
to fire or refuse to hire
such persons. His last
petition drive was de-
railed because of techni-
calities in the wording
of the initiative. Sen.
Briggs is a Republican
candidate for governor of
California and founder of
the anti-Gay California

- Defend Our Children organ—
ization.

ek) -
lotefs or of the New

York Clty Family Court

ruled that the—state—

sodomy laws were unconstitu-
tional because they invaded
privacy and denied equal
protection of the laws. The
decision read in part, "The
court will not accept mere
claims that ‘deviate' sexual
intercourse is harmful and,
therefore, is properly pro-
scribed by a state statute.
On the contrary, it must be
demonstrated that consensual
sodomy in fact harms the
public health, safety or
welfare..." The decision is
not a binding precedent for
other courts, but can be
used in their cases by at-
torneys seeking similar
rulings -from other courts.

DUBLIN, IRELAND [Bay News,

via GaysweeR] -- David Harris,
chairperson of the newly
formed Committee for Homo-
sexual Law Reform, has filed
a suit to have Ireland's
éHEI=ﬁ6ﬁ6§éxual laws

from the books on

th&ﬂwm:_they—v—lo
late Trish constitutional

guarantees of privacy and
personal freedom of citi-
zens. A similar suit
-recently resulted in the
prohibition of contracep-
tives being lifted. Harris
is optomlstlc about the
SUlt s chances of success,

9



provided the expected cost
of nearly 30,000 pounds
(about $75,000) can be
raised. :

MIAMI, FL (From owr wire
services) -~ The Florida
W

omosexual could not

enied admisgion to the
state bar because of sexual
preference. In a 6-1 land-
mark ruling, the court .de-
clared that acknowledgment
of a homosexual preference
by an applicant was not in
itself a failure to meet
the "good moral character"
standard for admission.
The decision was believed
to be the first in the
United States concerning a
Gay person's right to
practice law. The case
arose in 1976, when Robert
Eimers, then a resident of
California, applied for ad-
mission to the Florida bar.
He had passed the Florida
-bar examination but was
summoned to Florida for a
special hearing, as ap-
_parently someone in Cali-
fornia had written the
Board of Examiners as a
form of blackmail against
Eimers. In that inter-
vier, Eimers was asked if
he was a homosexual. He

10

answered in the affirmative.
The 12 member board dead-
locked on whether to admit
Eimers and asked the Florida
Supreme Court for guidance.
The court then ruled that a

- declaration of homosexuality

could not block the admis-
sion of a person if she or
he was found to be gualified
in all other respects.

OKLAHOMA CITY, OK (GCN)
The State House has passed
and sent to the Oklahoma

Senate o bilI that allows
local school boards the
v ¥ :

"advocate homosexuality"

or_engage in "public homo-
TSR T

The bill, which is ex-
pected to face stiffer
competition in the Senate,
was passed by an 88 to 2
vote. . :




A STAFF MEMBER necently necedved
the following nresporse from Rep.
David F. Emeny, Republican of
Maine's 15t Distrnict, concerning
his support fon the Federnal Gay
Righis BLLL wikch has already
been introduced in Congress:

" ..I do not favor the bill
introduced ru former Congress—
man Koch, becazuse I do not
believe it iz recessary for
cnz's sexual preferences to be
know either to the general
public or a prospective employer.
If ona's personal 1life remains
personal, then the language in

~ the bill is unnecessary...”

Rep. Emeny's necent "Town
Meotings" 4in the Pontland area
have been welf-attended by Gay
and geminist constituents who
have been able to gather finst-
hand information on M. Emeny's
opposition Lo any Lype of Gay

nights measune. Practically
a££4u@ih&4%mwekeéb4gﬂﬁ§m?

! 1
e

e
s0-called Gay Rights bilL.

MIAMI, FLA. (Press ne-
Lease) -- The Transperience
Center, a counselling agency
for Gays and bisexuals, and
for heterosexuals living
alternative lifestyles, is
sueing Dade County CETA. 1In
October 1977, Transperience
was given a $55,000.00 CETA
grant to pay its workers.
The grant was suspended in
December and then revoked in
February 19278. Transperi-
ence, which is directed by
some of the people who wricte
the Dade County Gay Richts
ordinance, reports tiat the
opponents of the ordin. ice
put political pressure on
Dade County CETA to revcke
the grant. Transperience
is sueing to get th: grant

‘back, and believe they have

an excellent case. To send
donations for the court
costs and to get info, write
American Coalition for
Transperience, PO Box 414,
Coconut Grove, FL. 33133.




~ e State Sireet Sfraw

By Peter Prizer

New DATA FroM BASKeT CASES
ForRcE Revision oF NEWTONIAN LAws
UR,

Drive Is ON 1o Put OLDsMOBILES IN TREES

' The 1840s saw in this country an interesting if
somewhat bizarre group of religious people called
Millerites (after a guy named Miller, wouldn't you
know) who, if my Theory of Modern Society is correct,
were 130 years ahead of their bizarre time. Or, for
readers who feel the proverbial glass is half-empty
ratihier than half-full, that present society is 130
years behind the times or even the Millerites, I sup-
pose. Incidentially, I've checked out the glass and
it's empty. ' Sorry.

Miller, no known relation to what's-his-face--
Goldwater's '64 ticket-balancer in the "National Refer-
endum on Nuclear Armageddon:" the so-called Cprispy Crit-
ters Sweepstakes, according to Democratic TV ads--was
blessed with an amazing ability to prophesy the end of
the world, or at least the end of society as people in

- America in the 1840s knew it. ~

Which was pretty weird, back then, even by today's
liberal standards:

-—gold of the non-Colombian variety was turning on
folks in California;

(3!



~--the natlonal euonomy was in one of its tepid, e. g.,
fucked up states; -

--Whigs had decided that their name was tacky and
were switching cautiouslys natch; to the embryonic Re-
publican party;

-~the slavery issue had begun to take on overtones
of the emotional battleground it would become;

--the Eastern cities were discovering the pleasant
and rewardlngIUﬂlﬂcaﬂﬁs of participatory corruptlon,

--the Republic of Texas, with an eye to future nation-
al gasoline and junk food (Bonanza) franchising, was seek-
ing annexation, much to the legitimate fears of anti-
slavery people and New Engl :nd whale oil capitalists.

Everybody else, or so it seemed (I was there, observ-
ing as a frog. By the way, in the space entitled "OCCU-
PATION" on my '77 federal tax return, I entered--ever
notice how no one ever "writes" on tax forms?--"GAMOPHONE
TUNER. This rash outburst will either garner some gig-
gles at Andover or reserve me a slot at Allenwood. To
backtrack a moment, I suppose that straight male psycho-
logists at the Treasury Dept. devised the word "enter"
rather than the more descriptive "write" as "enter," to
many nominally disgruntled taxpayers, may have subcon-
scious though pleasant sexual overtones. Also, the act
of "entering" on one's tax form, for the symbolically-
minded, may subtly compensate for the out-of-pocket ex-
pense of the whole rip-off.) But I digress, and shame-
fully so, in the middle of a split sentence. We were
talking about what 'everybody else' was doing in the
1840s...[They were] busy elbowing their way across the
great unknown of the trans-Mississippi west to the hope-
ful edens of Azusa and UC Berkeley. (By 1845 there were
6,000 whites in Oregon and 2,000 in California.)

President Polk, a no nonsense, humorless shit who
appropriately died of--gasp!--diarrhea, deliberately pro-
voked war with outgunned Mexico to militarily back up the
elitist and racist notion of Maniféest Destiny. In the
same year, 1846, (this is all made-up) Polk, in between
mounds of McDonald's-like french fries, carved out the



Oregon Territory from Native American (nominally British) -

land. As for the war with Mexico, 80 distinguished
American as U.S. Grant (no relation to Spiro Agnew)
termed it a "wicked war." So it goes. Polk, for people

into trivia, had all music and dancing banned at his in-

auguratlon, in deference to his wife's religious hang—ups.
Nixon, we'll recall, provided his inaugural footnote in
'72 when he left the festivities (sic) without Pat, an
interesting oversight for a supposedly "happily married
man." Pat, by the way, was silently pissed, especially
when the snub made the papers, and later sought re-
venge by her Deep Throat revelations to the Washington
Post.

But back to the poor Millerites, who got lost in the
shuffle.

Millerites, apparently without inducement from tele-
vised football games or other mind-warping depressants,
fervently believed that Leader Miller had what might be
billed today (pun intended) as a "toll-free" line to the
deity (wouldn't N.E.T. love to charge long distance
rates for operator-assisted, person-to-Goddess calls)” and

was tipped as to when the Final Curtain would fall.

To digress for a moment, what's all this fascination
with end-of-world trips by some religious groups? If
they're bored or have time on their hands, why don't
they try pin-ball? If the demand was sufficient, I'm
sure the leading pin-ball manufacturers could come up
with machines with a specific religious motif. For in-

" stance, the "Reformation" pin could feature little tabs
with a pontifical theme that would be knocked down to
score points. Fundys would play the "Sodom and Gomorrah"
-pin-ball, with knock-downs that portrayed dykes and
faggots: "BORN AGAIN" would replace the "EXTRA BALL"
light and, on Catholic machines, "EXCOMMUNICATED" would
flash rather than "TILT."

* gy
see the "Christian Yellow Pages" for dialing. info.
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‘Back to the Millerites. The specter of self -fulfil-
ling prophecies aside, thousands (hundreds?) of white
Americans, many of whom sane by 1840 standards, thus sold
all possessions, often getting ripped-off by the non-
Millerite. And, pleasantly garbed in flowing white robes,
stood patiently on tree limbs, waiting to be plucked to
heaven by God, by God! More mundane Millerites, or those
with -an equally sensitive regard for History/Theater/Cur-
rent Events/State Strect Straws, stood in baskets on hill-
tops; awaiting induction upstairs. (At this time, photo-
graphg was in its infancy, so they must have felt rather
safe.

Alas, the deal bombed and Miller, sad to say, was
forced to revise, often on a periodic schedule, his so-
called "Date of Reckoning." As false starts became em-
barassing, even to the hard-core, Millerites as an organi-
zation faded from the scene, although thelr spiritual
descendents are reputed to be the Jehova'$ Witnesses, an
equally flaky outfit. ‘

Which reminds me...Several years ago two Jehovas Wit-
nesses had the audacity to rap on my door at 7:30AM one
Sunday and attempted to sell me several 10¢ pamphlets
"outlining their major tenets, in terminology which required
a grasp of 3rd grade English. Confusing their white flow-
ing robes for KKK garb (actually, they had on suits) I
quite easily affected a very bored facial expression (I was
wrapped in a towel) and confessed that I wasn't particular-
ly interested in their pamphlets, or them either. Easing
the door closed in a firm manner, careful to snag both a
Witness hand and foot, I thought, 'Christ, these tax-free
people are really into physically imposing themselves on
the rest of us ignoramuses.' I was really pissed off.

The other day in Portland I hitched a ride with an
obviously upper-middle-class woman who apparently had
taken the time to place a cutesy printed notice on the
dashboard of her car which duly warned literate prospective
co-travellers that she may, at any random moment, be
"called (plucked) to heaven" and that the observer party,
in this case me, was duly and certifiably notified, if T 5)
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valued my pagan life or wanted to take pictures. Thanking
her for the ride and the courtesy.of a printed warning that:
her 1978 Oldsmobile Estate wagon might at any moment be
~hurtling head-on towards an innocent flock of Sunday School
children (Manifest Destiny?) unwomaned, she apparently de-
tected my subtle skepticism and probably regretted that
she'd stopped in the first place. I thought, in my para-
noid manner, that she had spotted another religious out-
cast, me, and that was why she had pulled over.

In the 1840s, people sat in baskets on hilltops or
stood on tree limhbs, self-confident that a deity recognized
their special, elite status. Today, the same self-recog-
nized "chosen few" sit in expensive automobiles, equally as
confident. My hunch is that, 130 years from now, they'll
be back in trees again. Ayuh.

I get paid by the word, so why stop now?

PINBALL UPDATE 'The pinball wizard of the U.S. is Ken
Lunceford, 19, of Columbus, Ga. Lunceford reached the:
pinnacle of pinball success when he took first place in
the First National Pinball Championship of America in
Chicago with a score of 1,333,560 points on 5 balls. He
got a new Datsun for his flipper finesse. There were
60,000 entries. End of update.

WELL, LO AND BEHOLD The graffiti at UMPG/Portland is
on the upswing after 23 consecutive, rock-bottom semesters
of discontent. On a quite immense partition in Luther
Bonney library:

“SPOCK--1 THINK WE BEAMED DOWN INSIDE A WALL!"

‘[A note .to readers: last month ill-informed ghost writers
stated that the Supreme Court is 200 years old. Well,
"it's not. The ghosts were apparently duped by the Bicen-

tennial Sellabration and assumed that everything federal
is 200 years old. The Court is around 185, it's thought.]
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UNTITLED
by Kevin Mohn '
(oniginally pubkished in Magnus)

Give me your tired
your humble masses
still
yearning
-to be free.

I stand so solid
on an island
where 1I'l1l f B :
1ift my dress for you ¢l I Loy
and hold my torch i SRS
in one hand

masturbating

against a thousand pink horizons.

I gave birth to my child {;1‘
justice
and killed it.

I drowned it

in pubic hair [ am an exile
like isles of seaweed France
and oil. never wanted me.

I gyrate now
on this rock.
Like the Lorelei
in my porno pose
beckoning the masses
to my womb,
promising to shelter
the proletariat,
the sick,
the tired,

S DR G N and cough blood
|8 v at ferry boats.




I stand for liberty
- but my knees

are weak.

They work me

in Amerika

until I vomit my
steel entrails

like intestines
into smogsets.

The rich '
throw stones at me
in the night,

and I bleed the blood
of my bloodless masses.

I will seal my womb

like an honest promise

to 1ift my robe

and get off of

this rock

that they've anchored me to.
I will uproot myself

- if I must,

instead of rusting here
like tin.

And behold the day
when I

slowly wade

into the Hudson
and swim upstream.

I will take your tireéd masses
with me Amerika,

oh yeah,

and spread my menstrual blood

~across your fields
dropping clothes
‘and . pounding the rich
-into the ground
with this torch.
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Cumberland Cmmw Curmudgeon

By Susan W. tendenson

British Dykes, Goddess BLess 'Em

Stewart-Park, Angela, and Jules Cassidy, We're Here: Con-

versations with Lesbian Women, London, Quartet Books,
1977, 152 pp., $4.50.

Angela Stewart-Park and Jules Cassidy say in their
intrcduction, "Although [this bock] is about eleven specif-
ic lesbian women, in some ways it is about all of us."

They are sc richt. They have interviewed eleven remarkably
different women - nurses, a peace activist, an ex-prisoner/
welfare mother, a journalist, students, an artist, and
others. One is Ame2rican, one is Swedish, one is Irish; the
rest ares fnglish. They come from widely different view-
points, but have many experiences in common with each other
and with American Lesbians: feelings of guilt and.
isolation in the coming-out process, hassles with family
and scmetimes spouses, the oppressiveness of role-playing,
the influence of the Women's Movement. Most of the inter-
viewees are feminists and several found English Gay move-
ment men unperceptive about the oppression of women. _Their
expreiences make the recent withdrawal of Lesbians from

CHE (Campaign for Homosexual Equality) more comprehensible
to an American reader. One gets the feeling that English
Gay men have been slower to deal with sexism than thelr
brothers in the U.S. and Canada.

I read the interview with the Irishwoman on St. Pat-
rick's Day with the Chieftains playing in the background,
and the effect was spooky to say the least. The woman,
Luchia Fitzgerald, whose mother had her "out of wedlock,"
told about her battered childhood and how her mother was
beaten by her husband - woman-abuse is- an even bigger
national disgrace there than it is here. Fitzgerald grew
up to found a wcmen's shelter, where her mother lived for
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half a year, and then the mother went home and kicked out
her husband. Celtic women live! Erin go bragh!

This book is well worth reading. It presents eleven
grass-roots Lesbians talking about their lives and work.
American readers will have to accustom themselves to the
British iJliom, but there is no real language barrier.
Doing these interviews must have been an act of courage
for many of the women, because their real names and photos
are used - several of them are mothers, and Lesbian
mothers apr:azr to have worse luck in custody cases there
than herc¢. The authors intrude very little, asking ques-
tions now and then and letting *the interviewees speak for
themselves. The results are coherent, moving vignettes of
eleven Lesbian lives. Readers ¢f both sexes should find
a lot to relate to in this book.
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THE HORROR FROM DADE County
By Kenneth Lanozn

It was a dark and stormy night.

A brillant flash of lightening filled my bedroom as a
thunderclap explcded. I awakened, startled, confused.
Rain poured against the window =5 the storm roared on out-
side. i
I lay under the covers, motionless, thinking about
Roger, wishing he had not had to stay down in Boston over-
night, this night, wishing that he were in bed, beside me
now. 1 touched the pendant. around my neck; Roger had
given it to me during dinner on my last birthday. I
smiled as I recalled the long evening that had followed.
The memories brought a moment of reassurance to me, but--
something was wrong.

I lay there, trying to identify what was making me
feel something was wrong. Something was out-of-place, -
which didn't belong, which hadn't been there before and was
here now... :

Suddenly, I knew. There was a faint odor in the room,
one that shouldn't be there, one I hadn't smelled in
menths. ,

I rose silently from the bed, found my robe and
slipped it on. Slowly, softly, I moved towards the
- closed bedroom door. The smell grew stronger. I stopped
in front of the door, my hand on the knob, unsure. I was
frightened at the thought of what I may discover in the
living room beyond the door. I knew that once I opened it,
- I could not turn back. T threw the door open.

The wind howled rain poured in through a wide-open
window in the living room. Lightening flared, thunder
boared. A dark figure, silhouetted by the lightening,
stood in front of the window. I choked on the overwhelming
stench of rotten citrus. : ) ..
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It was her!

I stood frozen with horror as she moved slowly forward,
coming from the raging storm which she had made and which
she had used to invade my home. Slowly she moved farther
into my home, coming towards me!

Lightening flashed again. I saw her clearly for one
awful second, dressed in a tacky evening gown with a
shoulder sas h with the words MISS OKLAHOMA on it. Orange
juice drooled down her chin from a corner of her twisted
mouth. Painted fingernails became claws, reaching slowly
towards me.

"NO!" I screamed at her. I quickly found my pendant
and held it forward as far as its chain would allow, the
gift Roger had given me out of love, the Sign of the Lambda.

She stopped, hissing with anger--her hands moving to
shield her eyes from what she did not want to see, what she
could not face.

. "No, Anita, Queen of Darkness!" I exclaimed, watching
her flinch at the word "queen."

"Queer," she said, spitting orange juice.

"Gay!" I said.

"Faggot!!" she screamed.

"Gay," I said again.

We stood there, unmoving, stalemated. Seconds passed,
and I realized that the storm outside was growing stronger,
worse, more insane. She lowered her hands, away from her
eyes, and took another step toward E0'y galnlng strength from
the madness outside.

I moved sideways, away from the doorway, away from her,
backing towards the bookcase on one of the living room's
walls. I knew that the Lambda was not powerful enough to

protect me from the madness that was now in her.

Her hands became claws once more. She came near. With
my free hand, I reached up, pulled a book from the shelf,
and thrusted it at her. She- shrieked and leaped backwards,
falling to the floor as she saw the -title: SOCIETY AND THE
HEALTHY HOMOSEXUAL by Dr. George Weinberg. :
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She lay huddled on the floor, muttering in senseless
tongues. Suddenly she looked up at me, eyes filled with
hate. She wispered, "If a man also lie with mankind as he
lieth with a woman, both of them have committed an abomin-
ation.". Her voice grew louder. "They shall surely be put
to death: their blood shall be upon them!”" she shouted

and jumped to her high-heeled feet.

Holding her off with Weinberg's book, I said, "How
you forget, Anita!  For Leviticus says two chapters
before, 'You shall not take vengeance or bear grudge
against the sons of your own people, but you shall love
your neighbor as yourself.' Hipocrite!"

i did no good; the madness had filled her. The
‘storm outside grew louder, louder, wind screamlng, lighten-
- ing and thunder exploding. The world was insane and could
~ no longer hear me. :

She moved forward. Still holding Weinberg's book, I
let go of the Lambda and found another book LOVING SOMEONE
¢ay by Dr. Don Clark, and held it up. '

She slowed her pace, but continued to come towards
me. The storm was a hell which no longer knew reason. It
was a blinding, deafening, hate-filled chaos that knew
only destruction.

She moved forward, hands outstretched in a distorted
gesture of love that was hate. I backed away knowing that
there was only one hope left. Holding the books towards
her, I moved into the kitchen, towards the refrigerator.
'She followed me, coming closer, still closer.

I bumped into the refrigerator and stopped. She also
stopped, watching me, hating me. '

I dropped both bocks to the floor. She stared at
‘them, thinking I had surrendered my soul to her hate,
believing that she had won. She smiled, dripping orange
juice, and said, "I love you," as she moved forward to
destroy. :

Swiftly I pulled open the refrigerator door and
reached inside. My hand felt for it, found it, and
pulled it out.  As she was about to clutch me, I smashed
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THE PIE in her face! _

She screamed! A scream of blindness, of hate, of
total insanity. She screamed and the pie-shell fell to the
floor, revealing the true face of /nita, warped, crazed, in-
human with hate.

I laughed! I laughed at her! I laughed because hate
lives on hate, but it cannot live on hLappiness, on laughter.

She whimpered, "Save our children," and ccllapsed to
the floor. I laughed at her as she started to melt. T
laughed as she melt, melt, disappeared. Outside, the =tcrm
was rapidly dying. _

I laughed and said, "Save them from the haiter-., ot
the lovers," and I thought, a moral, how funny! and lz.gzhed
some more.

THE END
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“Something is stinging me!” cried the miser. “My nose is swelling frightfully!”
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Perceptions

CLOSE ENCOUNTERS OR THE REVOLUTION IS HAPPENING WHERE .
YOU LEAST EXPECT IT!

At least half of you, I imagine, have been to see Close Encounters.

I can't e estimz-e how many of you who went were enraptured, how
many liked it pui M ‘t want to admit it, and how many didn't like it
because it wasn't Star wars. sL-wiil.o_y zi "t off thatI didn't go
to Star Wars because I don't go to wars of any uird, period. (Some of
you may want to stop reading in disgus - rignL “'t will also say
right off that I was enraptured both times I 've been ComD S T -
ters; but before all but the devoic? nut this down (Jr go om iu caner

_ctuff like Peter Prizer), let me say ti:.I tbink someiiing signifi~
cant is going on here and this review is more th:: an accolade ic
Spielberg's light works.

For those few of you who may have missed out on America's latest movie
marathon, let me explain briefly that Close Encounters is a film about
UF0's and people's experiences with them. The first scene in the
Snora desert in Mexico shows an old man dazed and blissful repeating
that the sun came out at night and sang to him. Throughout the film
others' lives.are transformed as amazing lights and sounds come out

of the sky -- some wait patiently on mountainsides to see them again,

- gome drive off cliffs in pursuit, in India masses chant the sounds
they have heard, and our central characters are seized with a vision
that won't let them rest. A women watches her house come apart and
her little boy disappear entranced into the light; a man loses his

" very normal job, family and home as he (like others) ceaselessly re-
‘creates & strange cone shaped vision out of shaving crsam, mashed
potatoes, clay and finally dirt and rocks and trees ir what was once
his suburban living room. Elsewhere on the globe a French expert and
the US armed services among others trace computer readouts and tone
patternas with the sawe excitad frenzy until they all end up in the
same place.

2 6
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To tell you more on that level wouldn't exactly spoil it, but it isn't
really necessary. This movie isn't about UFO's at all anyway. It s
rather a portrayal of the classical spiritual quest as it has been told
and retold around the world from Beowulf to Jesus to Buddha to the ini-
tiates at the temple of Demeter and Persephone at Eleusis to the search
for the Ioly Grail and so on and on. There are all the steps along the
way. An ordinary person is touched by the extrcordinary, they are azwake
ned and the vision they have received will not let them rest. In order
to follow their vision they have to "give up" or rather go beyond iife
as they have known it. They become strange and mystical, their actions
seem insane to the ordinary world around them. What they have sencead
is somethiug more powerful than the comforts and games of ordinary 1i-
ving, even more powerful than sex or money or war. It Is never easv,
though. The woman is gripped by her fear for herself and her chiid,
but even at the scariest moment it is impossible to hold on to the ’‘esar
in the face of the child's joyous trusting of the force that pulls him.
And after he is gone she pursues her vision with more emergy than ever
despite the pain of her loss. The man, tormented by his need for an-
swers, almost gives up again and again because of his family, his own
confusion, the strain of going for broke on the spiritual plune, and
finally out of love for Earth; but something more inward, more powerful
always keeps him going on.

And what is the vision? the power? Spielberg has taken all the spiri-
tual beliefz of all cults: and cultures, stripped tnem of dogma and words
and ideas, and reduced them to their only true essence, color and music,
1ight and sound. We are back to (or never truly left) the realm of the
"music of the spheres." There is nothing new going on here, or is
there? What amazes, excites and delights me is that somehow this man
was able to get enough power in the movie-making industry (through mak-
ing the usual ghastly horror flicks) to be able to go through with a
project of this magnitude and reach millions of people with a film that
portrays the unknown and the cosmos not with the usual aggressive phal-~
lic probings, not with monsters or death machines, not with violent
sexist little boy games elevated to the level of Science and Adventure,
but with the passion of the mystical, with the power of pure beauty

to touch and change our most mundane lives. He gives us a benevolent
view of the universe that is healing to the child within each of us

in a way that comic bock wars will never be. :
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And this view is more than healing on a pérsonal level, it is truly re-
volutionary on a political level. The.Feminine is exalted here, from
‘the giant "Mother Ship" to the great respect afforded the powers of
the intuitive,to the beings from the space craft who despite their ob-
viously enormous mental and nhysical knowledge and power (light years
beyond the Earth scientists) are small, delicate, graceful, spider-
like and resemble children and women. Mow limited man is to think that
the ultimate power recembles his own body, how limited his "science
fiction" like Dune or Star ars in which no matter how far into the
futvve he goes he still can't see beyond the end of his cock, he still
only envisions better, slicker, cleverer ways to kill people, mexa
elaborate destructions and more elaborate games for holding on to the
material. For once I find myself not resenting the vast sums that

go into making a movie like Close Encounters; how else in America
could so many people be reached all at once? And if the message that
beauty is more powerful than destruction, the spiritual is more impor-
tant than the material, gets through to even a fraction of those peoplq
on even a subconscious level, thenI think there will be some pretty
profound inner changes that will help all of us who are struggling
against the patriarchal puwer system on ar outward level in more ways
than we can know.
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IF You CoME TO MAINE...
By Kevin Hoha

- Recently a lesser Gay newspaper which will remain
nameless, published a long list of "color codes" for Gay
men subscribing to the whims of handkerchief placement.
Rather than print an extensive guide to sexual technlque,
we decided to print an 1nterpretatlon of our own...

COLOR CODES FOR FAGS § DYKES

RED s LEFT (pocket): "Gay Revolutionany"; RIGHT: "Gay
Guenitla"

BURGUNDV. ; LEFT "I RALEL stnaights"; RIGHT: "1 onfy madm

Lthem"
SALMON. . ... LEFT: "Wanted by F.B.I."; RIGHT: "Noi wanted
now, buf possibly in the future”
PINK o vvn LEFT: "Witch"; RIGHT: Wankock
GRANGE 2%« DELETED!!!

PURPLE.....LEFT: "Boan 0§ Gay parents"; RIGHT: "Only one
parent was Gay"
LAVENDER.....LEFT: ‘"Undenrground. Just out for a breath o4

airn"; RIGHT: "Prefer using grenades”
AQUA..... LEFT: "Dyke Squad"; RIGHT: "Hei patnol”
BLACK.....LEFT: "1 manufacture machine guns"; RIGHT' "Bul -
Lets only"

GRAY.....LEFT: "Faggoi 4s Zhe most beautiful word I've
ever heand": RIGHT: "Dyke 48 the most beautiful
wornd I've ever hearnd"

GREEN %% LEFT: "Special Anita Bnigade"; RIGHT: "Bob Green
‘ Brigade"
GOLDI &8, LEFT: "Fonrget about whene you put youn Lousy
genitals--what about 6needom9" RIGHT: "Spinit of
Stonewall”

"VELLOW.....LEFT: "Qutta my way, straight pests"; RIGHT:
"Make 'em get off the sidewalks"
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BROWN.....LEFT: "An anrmy of Lovens~can't Lose"; RIGHT: "Keep

oun Laws off my body”
WHITE, s « s 4 %EFT "I'm gonna get fnree"; RIGHT: "Fon Zhe

creation of a Gay homeland"

GAYELLOWV]
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The Kitchen Sink

WITH FRIENDS LIKE THIS...
(GCN) -- Ronald Reagan has
attacked California State
Senator John Briggs for his
proposed anti-Gay-teachers
legislation., Regan told a
news conference recently
that he did nor believe Gays
should demand recognition of
their private lives in the
classroom, but that the pro-
posed ban would be "going
too far" in allowing the
government to pry into priv-

ate lives. =

CAUTION! FLORIDA OJ MAY
BE HAZARDOUS TO YOUR HEAT.TH!
(GCN) -~ There may be =
other reason to boycot
rida citrus products. i
portedliy the oranges from
that state contain Citrus
Red #2, a known carcinogan.
This was found in The Efem-
ents, an environmente.list
magazine, which noted that
California oranges are not
dyed with Red #2.

lo~-

The screwdriver,

YOUR MONEY OR OUR LIFE!

subscribe to

Mainely Gay
p.0. box 4542

portland, maine 04112

Y $5 — 12 issues

V $10 — 12 issues (15t class)
V Plus donation of §

V NEW

V RENEWAL
name
address :
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Aceess

THE FOLLOWING PRISONERS
wish to have correspondence:

Rick English #119872
PO Box 3520
Wal. Walla, WA 99362

Thomas Sherman #041243
PO Box 747
STarke, FL 32091

Archie Miller #034495
PO Box 747 East Unit
Starke, FL 32091

Phillip R. Grant
PO Box 747
Starke, FIL 32091

Tom Simonis #053889
PO Box 221
Raiford, FL 32083

Jerry Thomas C71531
Box 711

Menard, Ill. 62259

Gzay Community Center of
Orange County Newslestter
12732 Garden Grove Blwvd.,

Suite H
Garden Grove, CA 92643
Tel. (714) 534-32890

IR

UPCOMING CONFERENCES

National Gay Health Coal-.
ition

Washington, DC

19-21 May

Contact MNaftional Gay Health
Conference Committee, 501
S. 44th St., Philac, PA
19104

Eastern Regional Lesbian
Conference

New York City

1-2 April .

Registration $5 in ad-

_ vance, $7 at the door

Contact Lesbian FEminist
Liberation, 243 W. 20th
St., ‘NY¥, NY - 10011,
tel. (212) 6921-5460

For women only.

Southeast Gay Conference

Atlants, GA

31 March-2 April

Contact Tom Carr (404)
874-9995, or Maria Dolan
(404) 876-2346.
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Maine Women's Conference

Co-sponsored by Me’. Civil
-Liberties Union and the
Attorney General's office.

Colby College, WAterville,
ME.

15 April 1978

Contact MCLU,
st.,
tel.

97A Exchange
Portland, ME 04101,
(207) 774-5444.

m’. - g p—

COMING NEXT ISSUE

Starting next month, MG
will have a column of in-
formation and sharing by
and for Gay people who have
problems with alcohol. We
need input from our read-
ers - guestions, personal
experiences, suggestions,
etc.  Not all guestions
will have easy answers,
perhaps any answers, but
e will respond to all to
the best of ocur ability.
We will do referrals to
agencies who can give non-
cppressive help. Corres-
pondence should be ad-
dressed to "To Drink or Not
to Drink,: Box 893, Water-
ville, ME 04901.

or

s “Mmmmm*mm-.& )

‘Lincolnville,

ST. PAUL CITIZENS FOR
HUMAN RIGHTS needsg support
to defend the Twin Cities’
Gay rights amendment. To
send contributions and get

infeo, write SPCHR, PO Box
80134, <=t. Paul, Minn.
55108, tel. (612) 645~
1147,

LUNA BASE ONE on Park St.
in Orono has Cay Night every
Svnday evening. Manu Wilde-
Stein members go there :znd
have had several successful
parties. There will be
reguoar liquor prices and no
?over charge. Luna Baze One
1s on US Rte. 2, across from
the north entrance to the

Univ, of Maine,

THE GAY COUNSELLING SER~-
VICE - We're still here.
Counselling for Gays and
those connected to us. Fees
according to ability to pay.
For information write: Marjorie
Mever, Box 532A, Kennebunkport,
ME 04046.

ISOLATED MALE, 30, seeks con-
tact with others. 'Nature'
lore, rambling in the woods,
realism, 20th-century literat-
ure, art. Bergstrédm, RFD 2,

ME 04849.
Would~be experimental novelist.
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5Y POSULAR DEMAND

svailable arfter a decade!
order her novels of lesbian
love direct from publisher.
"rje of Twilight" and/or ’
its scqu-+l, "This Side cf
ove,” .ow available at $4.50’
each, pius 75¢ postage and
handlinv apiece. Checks or 3
money orders payable to: 3
7imely Booxs, P2pt F, PO
Box 267, New Milford, CT 9
~;"76., Connecticut recid- 9
4

-

|

Paula Christian LoOks .
{

|
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ents ploase add 7% state
fales tax.
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Our Right to Love: A Lesbian
Resource Book, ed. Ginny Vida,
foreword by Rita Mae Brown,
an be ordered from NGTF, 80
Fifth Ave., NY, NY 10011.
Price $11.95 (will be $12.95
regulaxrly).

LAMATI (Ore.) GAY UNION
pukbliches a newslettex. For |
info., write Klamath Gay Union
Newgletter, % Tomera, 428 S.
Ninth St., Klamath Falls, Ore.
97601. !

CARDEN SPACE HEEDED 4n or near
Pontland. topefully for free, but
can porsibly agford Leas han $20.
Rease contact Kewin Molm, PO Box
4542, Pontland 04112




& Access i

[

UALITY MERCEANDISE: MAGAZINES & LOCEER BOOM )

AYNEscoUNTRY

Forest Ave., Portland, Me. 04102

OPEN NOON TO MIDNIGHT EXCEPT WED, FRI, SAT: NOON TO 2 AM

MAINE'S FIRST GAY ADULT BOOKSTORE

LEATHER GOODS__ &  BOOES &  NOVELTIES |

ROLAND'S
n TAVERN

est. 196§

,, 413A

BN| CUMBERLAND AVE.
: PORTLAND

EEEEmmmn g - 1PM-1AM DAILY 7729159

e i/




Access

g T

%

83 Oak Street
Portland, Maine
773-5695

DISCO + BAR + GAMES
* COCKTAIL LOUNGE +
-+ DINING ROOM *

FR1 & SAT Cover CHARGE: $1.50 ... Sun: $1.00

oF
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