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Their _Attitude toward the Overseas Diffusion of Kendo

Susumu SHIMURA

This paper talks of the second part of a survey reseafch about elderly kendo players’ and their con-
cems. The first part of the analysis was previously presented in the Soka University Bulletin of The
Faculty of Education, No.48.

The total number of subjects was 147 although all the respondents did not answer each question.
They were all males with their age ranging from 30’s 10 70’s and good kendo players. Each one was
a black belt holder. They all agreed that as a sport kendo could be practiced life—long. They'further
expressed their wish to continue their practice as long as they could play.

Out of 115 respondents,657.8% had a positive out look tdwards the overseas diffusion of Kendo ;
Kendo is a Japanese traditional martial art and the overseas diffusion of Kendo is an appropriate way
to inform the world about Japanese traditions. '

Where as in contrast, out of 99 respondents,71.7% did not want Kendo to be entered and contested
in the Olympic events ; Olympic events are emphasized too much on wining and losing competitions.
" Kendo is not just a sport, but an art too. By being contested in Olympic events, Kendo might deterio-
rate in essence just as the underlying art m Judo is lost now.

In short, many elderly players have enjoyed their practice and have made a steady progress in
Kendo. Many of them tend to seek a sort of spiritual fulfillment through Kendo, therefore they are re-
luctant to allow the art of Kendo to be commercialized and-contested in the Olympic events.



