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Note _Tp Readers

A SPECIAL THANK YOU

The Newsletter staff
takes this opportunity to
thank each MGTF monthly
donor. We are aware that
many person's funds are--
like ours--very limited
and that each donation,
regardless of its size,
is a considerable sacri-
fice.

The generosity of the
monthly donors, along with
the volunteered time and
energy of contributors
and office staffers alike,
“have kept the MGTF News-
letter alive and well.

To cne and all, thanks!
* %* A %
TRAVEL NOTES

At midnight, December 31,
1976, ocur lease on the MGTF
office at 193 Middle Street
in Portland will most sure-
ly and irrevocably expire.
By January 1, 1977, MGTF
and the Newsletter hope to
be moved to new office
space in the Portland
area.

Basicaliy, our reasons
l A

for not renewing.the lease
in the Casco Bank Block
building (our present ad-
dress) are considered though
dull. For one, the rent--
currently $70/month--could,
and probably would, increase
after the New Year. Addi-
tionally, we do not choose
to remain in the building as
tenants of the building own-
ers; currently we sub-lease
from an attorney's law of-
fice that is also moving at
year's end.

In any event, the News-
letter is searching for new
office space. Ideally, we
would prefer to share both
rent and work ro with a
"fairly similaxr" (?2??) or-
ganization or endeavor, but
an economical office space
by ourselves would be ac-
ceptable as well.

If you have information on
potential office space or
may know where this scarce
commodity might be located,

the staff of the Newsletter

would appreciate hearing
from you! We're at 773-5530

weekdays, from 10AM-4PM.

We'll miss our old office
(came to "grow" on us) and
especially our 4th floor co-
inhabitants: Attorneys Reben
and Anspach, Joe Rubin, Bob

Howe, Mindy and Linda.



i PEWS HLORTS |

ANN ARBOR, Michigan {Gay
Community News) =- President
Ford@ has promised to review
the United States Immigra-
tion and Naturalization
Service's (INS) policy on
‘the immigration of Gay
aliens to the United States.
Answering a question from
Dan Tsang, writer for Gay
‘Space, a Michigan Gay news-
paper, Ford stated, "I was
not familiar with the fact
that it [homosexuality] is
the basis for exclusion. I
was not familiar with that
as a hindrance to a person
coming to the United States.
- I think that is a matter
that ought to be looked at
and I will have my people
do so." Gay people desir-
ing to immigrate to the U.S.
or to visit as tourists are
presently barred on the
basis of "psychopathic per-
sonality."

OAKLAND, California {(Chicago
Gay Life) =- Two Gay women
in Oakland are suing their
former employer because they
claim his anti-Gay prejudice
created a hostile environ-

ment in which they could not'

work, so they were forced to
quit. Lillian Williams and
Lee Dooley, according to
their lawyer, were discrim-

* ¢hurch.”

inated against by their for-
rer emplover, the Alameda
Fegicnal Criminal Justice
Planning Board. They are
now seeking $200,000 in dam-
ages. Williams and Dooley
say that their immediate
supervisor disapproved of
their lifestyle and made

- working conditions impossiible

for the pair. Their lawyer
is hopeful about the outcome
of the case since the &tste

- of California has awarde .-

the two former clerks uncm=
ployment benefits even t
they quit, rather than bsinc
fired.

MINNEAPOLIS, Minnesota (News
From the National Gay Task
Force) -~ The 65th General
Convention of the Episcopal.
Church which met here Sept.
11-23 passed several resolu-
tions relating to the rights
of homosexuals in the church
and society. The convention
declared that "Homosexual
persons are children of God
who have full and equal claim

‘with all other persons upon

the love, acceptance, pastor-
al concern and care of the
In addition, a
resolution was passed declar-
ing that "homosexual persons
are entitled to equal pro-
tection of the laws with all
2



other citizens" and calling
upon society to see that
"such protection is pro-
vided in actuality." Con-
cerning the ordination of
homosexuals, the delegates
voted that the church exam-
ine the guestion in detail
over the next three years
and make reccomendations
for action at the next Gen-
eral Convention. Resolu-
tions restricting ordina-
tion of homosexuals were de-
feated.

SAN MATEO, California (The
Advocate) ~~ A nationwide
survey of college groups
shows that only. one-half

of the groups say that they
would involve themselves in
political activity of any

- kind. Only one person in
seven says that they would
even consider demonstrat-
ing--for anything. Most of
the groups surveyed said
that social services and
educational functions, such
as speaking to classes,
were their prime work. "The
campus Gay movement is lar-
~ger than ever..." writes
the. Advocate's Randy Shilts,
"but it has adopted the
quiet, mild-mannered de-
meanor that dominates the
campuses of the mid-'70s.
For better or worse, Gay
college students have traded
pickets for proms and moved

3

their campus grolps stralqht
to the center."

WASHINGTON, D.C. (Gay Com-
munify News) -- The Metro-
politan Community Churches
has issued a pioneering di-
rective to local congrega-
tions instructing them to
eliminate sexist language
from worship, accordinag to

F. Jay Deacon, a Hartford
pastor. The directive,

voted by the denomination's
annual General Conference in
Washington last month re-
quires that masculine gender
references to God be balanced
with feminine ones or elimin-

ated. It also requires
changes in such terms as "man
kind" ("humankind"), "chair-
man” ("chairperson" or

"chair"), and the use of pro-
nouns such as "he" ("s/he"

or "he/she") when the person
referred to could be either
female or male. The denom-
ination also voted to "re-
double its efforts to include
women in visible leadership

‘positions.™"

PORTLAND, Oregon (Gay Life)
-- A Pennsylvania Deputy At-
torney General, Barry Kohn,
recently predicted that it
will be five or ten years be-
fore most states pass laws
protecting the rights of Gay
people. Kohn expressed this
belief in a talk before the



Oregon Task Force on Sexual
Preference, which was ap-
pointed by Governor Robert
Straub to study the problems
of Gay pecople in Oregon and
make reccumendations con-
cerning laws which should be
passed to eliminate these
problems., Kohn shared with
his aundience Pennsylvania's
experiences in dealing with
the issue of Gay rights.

At present only Pennsylvan-
ia and Oregon are the only
states where active gov-
ernmental groups are
studying the situation.

CONCORD, New Hampshire
[The Advocate) -- Pointing
up more evidence of the
trend to repeal repressive
sodomy laws as a normal
course of law reform is
this bit of news that has
just surfaced: New Hamp-
shire repealed its sodomy
law more than a year ago,
on June 7, 1975. The re-
peal also went into ef- .
fect more than a year ago,
on August 6, 1975. The
repeal was, buried in the
state's revised rape
statute and attracted no
attention from the non-
Gay media, the Gay media,
or from Gay activists. The
addition of this state
brings the total number of
states to have repealed
sodomy laws to 18, more

than a third of the 50 states

STATE COLLEGE, Pennsylvania
[Phifadelphia Gay News) --
In May the Borough Council-
here defeated, by 4 to 3, a
proposal from Homophiles of
Penn State (HOPS) that would
have created a Human Rela-
tions Commission charged _
with protecting people from
discrimination on the basis

- of sexual orientation as

well as all the other usual
categories., However, two
factors make passage of a
similar ordinance likely.

In the May primary election,
two pro-Gay Democrats won
their party's nomination to
the Council, and if they win
in the fall the balance will
tilt by 4 to 3 in favor of
Gay rights. Also the new
bill will be proposed not by
HOPS but by the borough's
Advisory Board, which has 10
new pro-Gay members.

CHICAGO, Illinois (GCN) -~
Gay marriage activists,
Nancy Davis and Toby Schnei-
ter, recently sentenced to

a year in prison for a sit-
.in at the County Clerk's of-
fice in Chicago, have been
transferred to the women's

. penitentiary at Dwight, Il-

linois. Chicago Gay circles
continue to express outrage
over the extremely stiff
sentences which the two wo-~



men received for the "crimin-
al trespass” when they re-
fused to leave the county
clerk's office after being
denied a marriage license.
Their sit-in prevented the
closing of the cffice.

LOS ANGELES, California
(The Advocate) -- The Los
Angeles CGay Community
Services Center, supported
by several friends in city
government, won approval of
a $305,250 grant for a fed-
erally-funded job training
program on August 24, Vir-
tually ignoring testimony
from a clague of Bible-
thumping protestors, the
council voted 8 to 5 to ap-
prove the funds from the
Comprehensive Employment
-and Training act (CETA),
which will provide a work
experience program for 75
people at the Center. Dur-
ing debate on the grant,
homophobes armed with Bibles
forecast doom for Los Ange-
les if funds went to the
Center, and claimed homo-
sexuals wouls be responsi-
ble for not only a nuclear
war, but a major earth-
quake as well.

NEW YORK CITY (Newswest) --
Nearly $5000 has been raised
by the newly-formed Gay
Rights National Lobby for
pro-Gay federal legislation.

5

CALENDAR

7 October....Gay People's Alliance
Rap Groups (every Ths.)
773-2981 X535 for time
& place. All welcome.

L e .Wilde-Stein Club %
meeting., 7PM in the
International Lounge
of Memorial Union,
Orono. Business &

rap. (every Fri.)
3 i P e GPA business meet-
ing. 7PM. (every Mon.)
LB At e ) wia ....Portland Gay group

organizational meet-
Ang. 7:30PM, 193 Mid-
dle 8t., Portland.

; 4th floor.

LB e enate s +«...Maine lesbian Femin=-
ists meeting; Bangor
area. For details
write MLF, Box 125,
Belfast, ME 04915.

Kay Gardner Concert.
8PM in the Damn Yan~
kee Room of Memorial
Union, UMO. Free,
come early!

1 November...Bunch/Brown speak at

Oronc. Hauck Auditor-
ium in Memorial Union.
Free, come early! At
8PM,

25k lnie et U iAmse g rats Rap with Brown and
Bunch in Bangor
Lounge of Memorial .
Union, Orono. At 10
AM.

[Remember, GPA meets every Mon. &

Thurs., and W-SC every Friday.]



- Sellers lo the /’Mad/e[a’eé
gy

PLEASE NOTE:

ALL letters to the editor
that are intended for publi-
cation must include the writer's
full name and address (and
phone number, if possible.)

Unverified letters can not
be printed.

If requested, a person’'s
neme will be withheld from
publicatimn, or a first name
or other designation may be
used. Please, no exceptions!

Dean MGTFN Stad4,

T coukd see my MGTFN {ssue
glow $rom my mailbox before 1
even Looked into it. Ahhh, 1
said Lo myself, a Gay companion
to keep me company 4in this waste-~
Land 0§ heterosexuals at Franco-
nia Colfege. Being the only o-
penly Gay penson in the student
body {(with the exception of the
school dead-animal-eaten's cook,
Jory the Junkie--who gets off on
spring waten and brightens the
- place up with his gentle smiles)
can be alienating indeed in these
nowwandb af Thompaon and Loeb

So I gnab my issue, walk back
Lo my cafeterdia table and conspic-
uously nead 4& 4in gront of othens.

"What's that?" asks Chea. 1,

- 0§ counse, ever 40 casually and

smugly answer, "Why, Lt's my new
issue of the Maine Gag Task Fonre
NewsLetten."

But then I fwwn fo page 14,

Blank! Flip Zo page 39. Blenk!
You non-suckens! 0idn't you Fis-

ten to Stan when he told you Lo
Look on both sides of the papex

as you collated them?! Oh, well,
That's 0.K. T guess, because Peten
Prnizen's S.8.S. was Legt iniack
and besides, T can go o the Fran-
conia College Library and read
thein copy--which s4i%s, by the way,
next Lo the Vitlage Voice: Peter
Prizen's Pie 4n the Sky. (I Love
you, Peter.)

Miviam Dyak's Letfern was rather
distunbing forn two reasons:

1.) She's night about the male
onientation which, to a deghee Ais
hand not to do since all of the
contributors, with the exception

‘0§ Susan Henderson (1'm dying o

nead that book), are male.

2.) She has no sense of humor,
The "New York City: A Plot to Di-
vert Innocent Radicals" is an ab-
sundist satire on a moral all-A-



merikan perspective fowands deca-
dant male homosexualify; and how
can anyone take a drawn nude cen-
ternfold of Frederich the Gnear
serndiously?

Aw Chnist, now Look what ya
got me doing: defending absunrd-
A5t satine from dogmatic utopian
purism £3 Lantamount Lo discus-
sing diafectical materialism with
Eugene Ionesco.

But afl in all, the Newsletlten
is a breath of fresh ain, and in
the open spaces and mountains of
northern New Hampshine, that's
quite a statement.

1 Love and miss you all,

Tim Bouffand

Francondia, New Hampshire

Dear Nemmﬂezten Readers,
Appeal Forn ALL Gay Prisonens!

As chainperson of National Gay
Prisonens Coalition, 1 would Like
to offer cur deep appreciation
fon your support of my Gay Rights
cournt action against Prison Of§4-
eiaks at the U.S. Prison, Manion,
108inois on June 21, 1976, We
were successful and feel that
your Letteons and those of othens
had a positive effect. :

7

- Ohio,

There are many othen battles at
present to be fought in cournt for
Gay prisonens in prisons and fails
throughout the United States.

To be able fo continue this ef-
gont we ask your help in publici-
zing our Gay Prisonens Fund, the
addness of which is: "Sister Eve-
Lyn Ancilla, Convent of Transfigura--
tions, 495 Albion Ave., Cincinnati,
45246," c/o John Gibbs, Prnis-
onens Defense Fund. ALso you may
inquine about ants, crafts, hand-
made knitted clothing, efe. made by
Gay prisonens.

Your help Wikl allow us to con-
tinue owr Legal battles fon atton-
neys and basdc civil nights.

In Gay Unity,
John Gibbé

National Gay Prisoners Codﬁition
P.0.Box 1000, U.S. Prison, McNeal
1sLand, Stilacoon, Washingfon 98388

BALLROOM DANCING INSTRUCTION
Group on private Lessons

| Students will be. taught to (ead

and folLow
LOUIS SIROIS STUDIO 60 LYMAN ST.

WESTBROOK, MAINE 854-2282




. THE CumBerLAND CounTy CURMUDGEON
By Susan W. Henderson

Fall Thoughts and Vast Projects

Fall is an ambiguous time of year, in a way. It is a
time of settling down, of finishing up the canning, furni-
ture painting, and other summer things. I put away the
canner with relief, having made tons of bread-and-buitter
pickles--you know what you're getting from me for Christmas,
folks! On the other hand, Fall is a time of new beginnings.
Perhaps this 1is because most of us spend the first eighteen
yvears or s0 of our lives in school--we are geared to start-
ing our year in September. The air becomes c¢risp, and the
mind revolves vast projects. '

The MCGTF Newsletter is entering its third year, and
flourisheth like the green bay tree. We have acquired a
new typewriter and an electro-stencil cutter, thanks to
generous donors, and have expanded our format. We had six
or seven people turn out to fold and staple the last issue~-
-many thanks, friends, and please keep coming. Please keep
writing, too! We never have too much material. If we
don't use your work in one isgsue, we will in the next. I
for one hope that more sisters will write for us. Most
Lesbians, it seems, lead very busy lives--I wonder if it's
an inborn Dyke characteristic? There never seems to be
enough time, what with building one's own house, teaching
" classes, building tankers at Bath Iron Works, or pushing
paper for the Fed. If you get inspired, now that winter is
coming and. things are gquieting down, please share it with
us. That goes for you brothers, too.

This brings me to the latest Vast Project of the News-
letter staff. We're writing a cookbook, folks! No kid-
ding! We want to include recipes used and enjoyed by our
readers. We plan to include graphics, and hope to put up
the book with a spiral binder and sell it to raise money
for our Beloved Rag. We are asking our readers to send, in
their favorite recipes, along with any notes or stories



about them which migtt be of interest. Recipes should all
have been tested by the person who sends them in. Let us
know if you want us to use your name, a pen name, or credit
the recipe to "Anonymous." We also need appropriate graph-
ics, suitable for black~and-white reproduction. Hope to
hear from you. After all, if the Boston Museum of Fine Arts
can do it, so can we. ;

L




MGTF Surveys Maine’s ConsreEssiONAL CANDIDATES

OR &
EVERYTHING YOU WANTED TO KNOW ABOUT THE NOVEMBER ELECTION
MADE PERFECTLY CLEAR...WELL, ALMOST EVERYTHING...
PRETTY MUCH EVERYTHING, HUH?...PRETTY
CLEAR, CONSIDERING...WHAT'S
THAT?. .. .HUH?...

MGTFN recently wrote to Maine's Congressional candi-
dates, asking whether or not they support H.R. 5452 (re-
cently renumbered H.R. 13928), the National Gay rights bill.
H.R, 5452/13928, basically, would prohibit discriminaticn
on the basis of "sexual or affectional preference" by amend-
ing the 1965 federal Civil Rights Act to cover Gay people
in the areas of employment, housing, public accomodation,
and federal fund ng. The responses from both candidate and
incumbent were interesting and, as we might have expected, -
not all that supportive.

Rick Barton, Democratic candidate from the First Con-
gressional District, was the only aspirant to indicate sup-
port for H.R.13928. His opponent, Rep. David Emery said he
will not support the bill.

william Cohen, Republican incumbent from the Second
District, does not expect to cosponsor the bill. His op-
ponent, Democrat Leighton Cooney, also does not believe he
would cosponsor the bill.

In the Senate race Edmund Muskie, the Democratic in-
cumbent, wrote that he would not oppose a similar bill if
it were introduced into the U.S. Senate. His Republican
opposite, Bob Monks, said he would give the proposal every
consideration, but he would not firmly endorse the bill
right now.

In other words, all the candidates except Barton are,
with varying degrees, turned off to H.R. 13928. Emery is
the least enthused ("...I can not at this time support [the
bill] for I believe that such a law would in the end advo-

10



cate homosexuality as an appropriate and an accaptable life-
style-~-an advocacy that I can not and will not support.")

A bit homophobic, to be sure, but not unexpected from Mr.
Emery whose cheerful loathing of homosexual women and men
would appear "normal" behavior for an unmarried Republican
from Knox County. Candidates Cohen and Cooney do not ex- .
pect to cosponsor the bill; the former "until its full im-
pact is more thoroughly assessed,” and the latter "not hav-
ing given the matter sufficient study..." Not much differ-
ence for Second District voters to weigh (although Cohen
wrote back promptly while Cooney had to be prodded a little.)
For the record, Rick Barton wrote, "I believe stronglx in
equal rights for all people. With that foundation I could
easily support H.R. 5452/13928 and similar measures as your
Congressman. "

The positions of the Senate candidates are equally as

cryptic. Muskie wrote:

I can understand your interest in the provisions of H.R.

5452, which will have the effect of banning discrimina-

tion on the basis of sexual or affectional preference.

I have always supported the right of law-abiding individuals

to practice their choice of lifestyle free of officially-

condoned harasswment or discrimination. To the extent that

H.R. 5452 would codify that right at the federal level, I

would not oppose i ‘
In Washington jargon "not opposing" something is a nicer way
to say what Cohen and Cooney declared. All three comments
are basically 'No.' But Muskie's letter seemed genuinely
friendly, like Barton's, while those of Cohen and Cooney
were "proper." Emery's required a heated letter opener to
get at it. And Bob Monks, who earlier said orally that he
would support 5452, now says on paper that
. '..{I] can not provide a simple yes or no answer at this time."

It should be noted that Brian Arsenault, Monk's press sec-
retary, responded to our survey at the last possible moment
for inclusion in this pre-election Newsletter, after missing
four specially extended deadlines.

In summary, the clear-cut race is in the First C.D.,
with Barton supporting and Emery opposing H.R. 5452. Else-
where, you pay your nickle and take your choice. Clear?

11



HuMAN RiGHTS AMENDMENT (CONT.)

As reported in the Septem-
ber issue of MGTFN, concerned
people of various state Gay
organizations and the Maine
Naticnal Organization for
Women (N.O.W.) have formed a
coalition to work for the
amendment of the Maine Hu-
man Rights Act to include
the phrase "sexual and af-
fectional preference” in its
listing of protected categor-
ies. As amended, the Act
would prohibit discrimination
against Gay pecple in areas
of employment, housing and
public accomedation.

While a core group of
people is presently forming
{see November, '76) it will
be Gay people from around the
state demonstrating the need
for an antidiscrimination
clause that will be the
crucial factor. To this end
we urge that anyone who has
been the victim of legal
discrimination on the basis
of sexual or affectional
preference please write or
call us with relevant infor-
mation. If you wish, you may
remain completely anonymous.
Please don't let the other
person do this--we'll need
evidence of discrimination,
and lots of it.

" additionally, petitions

are now being circulated in.
several areas of the state
in support of the measure.
If you would like tc help
distribute a petition,
please contact the MGTF of-
fice at 193 Middle Street,
Portland, at 773-5530, or
through PO Box 4542, Port-
land, ME 04112.

This issue of the News-
letter was published several
days before the planning
meeting of October 6, the
full details of which will
be printed in the November

-issue.

WomeN's COUNSELING SERVICE

The Women s Counseling
Service provides low-cost
feminist counseling and re-
ferrals for women through-
out Maine. Some counselors
are Lesbians, all are non-
homophobic. Their hours are
Mondays 7-10, Wednesdays
11-2, Thursdays 4-7 and Sat-
urdays 10-1.

To contact them call 443~
9531 (or write) or drop by
their office at Room 23, 72
Front Street, Bath 04915. _J

12



MGTF MeeTine NoT=s will be held Octcber 15 at
7:30PM at the 4th floor

At an unusually early (10 lounge at 193 Middle Street.)

AM) meeting on Sunday,

September 26, approximately Additionally, a Finance

20 people from various parts Committee for MGTF was organ-
of the state met in the ized., Its task will be to
lounge of the Gay Penple's explore new sources of income
Alliance office to dascuss presently undeveloped. The
future activities and gen- Committee will hold regular
eral strucvre of the Mzine meetings which will be listed
Gay Task Force. "* in the Calendar.

The consensus of the four After the meeting adjourned
hour meeting was that the Bill Gordon presented the
Task Force would seek in- “semi"~classic Orson Welles
corporation and continue movie "The Stranger"” which
its role as a coordinator was entertaining for those
of statewide Gay-related who remained to view it.
activities, especially on a
"need” basis. In a related [The next meeting of MGTF
development, several people will be announced in the News-
offered to investigate the letter. At publication time,
‘possibility of forming a a definite date had not been
Portland~-based Gay group set.]

that would be entirely in-

dependent of MGTF. Part of
the discussion at the meet-
ing dealt with the observa-

tion that MGTF had become a Resources For BLIND

de facto "portland group" . : ;
inadvertantly. The creation  The Americal Library Asso-
of an actual Portland group ciation's Task Force on Gay
seen as benefiting both the of books on Gay people that
Task Force in its broader have been recorded for the
concerns and also those in- blind. The list is availa-

dividuals who may not be in- ble free from the Task Force
terested in a predominately at: PO Box 2383, Philadelph-

political organization like ia, PA 19103. Please en-
MGTF. (The first meeting of [Close a stamped, self-ad-
the propcsed Portland Group dressed envelope.

3



THE STATE STREET STRAW
' By Peter Prizen

For October, a whimsical
Straw harvest of droll wit,
crypto-dychotomic revela-
tion, unveiled inuendo, out
and out repetition and more.
If you secretly read the
cereal boxes at the local
A&P, you'll be right at home
with this month's selection.
Actually, some cereal boxes
aren't that dull. Redun-
dant, perhaps, for those who
eat slow or, for those with
very balanced diets, a lit-
tle tedious--the same box,
morning after morning...

For me, it's the Press
Herald in the morning; sec-
ond section first, in the
bathroom, with the front
page and editorials for
breakfast (yes, in the
kitchen). All in all, not
a bad reading experience.
although I'm afraid the
awesome responsibility of
having cranked out a print-
able column six days a week
for the past zillion dead-
lines has hopelessly scram-
bled the basic motor skill/
signal recognition levels
of columnist William (The
Logroller) Clark, who with
each passing day seems more
and more hooked on shame-

lessly needling any person
or group whose social views
don't conform to those of
John D, Rockefeller. Any
day now we'll turn to Clark's
column over a bowl of Kel-
logg's raisin bran and find
Uncle Jake spinning rustic
homilies from atop Somerset
County's very first Peabody
Coal Company mammoih shovel,
methodically driving both

- "preservationists" and so-

ciologists before him, like
a broom after cat hair on a
linoleum floor, from Cara-
tunk to Skowhegan. And be-
hind and astride Uncle
Jake's great swath we'll"
have an enthusiastic Bill
Clark, lavishly praising the
budding technology of strip
lichen mining and its great
economic potential for Maine.
At least if Uncle Jake's for-
ward progress isn't stymied
by out-of-state do-gooders,
jealous regulators, Augusta
pointy heads with neo~social~
istic leanings, etc. etc.
Happily, the rantings of the
House Grouch are so predict-
able that few readers bother
to contest them in the Let~

.ters section.

Speaking of early morning
ritual, if you massage your
gums with Crest toothpaste,
them you and me and Jimmy
Carter have something in
common. And that's the tooth!
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September Songs:

"Massachusetts is a communist
front." (Alan Spang, John
Birch radio commentator, .
September 4, 1976.) Warrants
investigation!

"There is no secret fund.,"
(Sen. Robert Dole, himself a
recipient of $3000 from the
$1.7 million secret cash fund
in CREEP's safes, on ABC's
Issues and Answers, September
24, 1972.) Watchdog media
sleeps through this one.

"Ice cream was never intended
to g8it on a cone." (Muttered
by a frustrated young male
Deering Ice Cream Shop train-
ee, well into smashing his
‘second plain cone with a

. scoop of butter almond, Sep-
tember 22, 1976.) Heresy
from a young radical.

HERE'S A QUESTION for the
candidates: What do they
think about the fact that
‘Americans with wealth over
'$5 million (the top 0.008
per cent of the population)
own as many assets as the
bottom 50 per cent of all
U.8. families?

BUMMERS OF NO SMALL PRO~-
PORTIONS: Adidas T shirts,
November, the Fonz, fiber
lamps, doomsday prophecies
by holier-than-thou zanies
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BATH'S DOUBLE WHAMMY:
The City of Bath on the Ken-
nebec river in Sagadahoc
County occupies a fairly
pleasant spot on the north-
ern tip of the Richmond/DC/
New York/Boston/Portland
megalopolis; the last pit
stop of civilization, as it
were. This summer, however,
has not been as pleasant as
others. For one thing, the
Carlton Bridge (U.S. 1) to
Woolwich has been a little
terse at times, due to con-
struction, and the U.S. Navy
ship Detroit (in Bath Iron
Works for overhauling) has
introduced an estimated 200
dope smokers to the already
tight southern Maine market,
forcing up grass prices and
placing a severe sgueeze on
its availability. But
sources familiar with both
situations have said that
the conditions have moder-
ated somewhat since Labor
Day.

THUMBING SURVEY: Having
spent considerable hours
hitching between Portland
and Damariscotta the past
five months, I've come up
with some trends that other
hitchers might keep in mind
(at least between Portland
and points north.) Forget:
Cadillacs, Continentals,



Chryslers and other autos
of status. Gettings into
them is harder than crash-
ing the Debutante's Ball.
Possibilities: Chevys,
Pontiacs, Plymouths, Fords
and other standard issues.
Sports cars may surprise,
especially if the male
driver is out to impress
you with his skill and
savvy. DBest Bets: VWs
(especially busses), vans,
Volvos, old junkers, Saabs,
'50's pickup trucks with
Vermont tags.

The best time to hitch is

often just before it threat-

ens to rain or snow: pass-
ing drivers will have guilt
feelings as they approach
you. But should you not
'get a ride a8 - the precipi- -
tation mounts, drivers will
get a strong inclination
not to stop~--they'll be
turned off by the idea of a
wet-clothed person entering
their car. And as you
stand in the pouring rain,
subsequent drivers will re-
gard you as a weirdo; one
who hasn't the sense to
come in from the rain.
Start walking! Bane to
‘hitchers: vehicles with

CB mumbo jumbo babbling in
the foreground (unless
you're into it.)

THE TWENTY YEAR ITCH: As

promised last month here's a
detailed fact sheet on the
dread Zero Factor, or why
every President elected in a
year ending in zero (since
1840) has never lived to at-
tend his successor's inaugu-
ration...Strange but true!l!

1840 Wwilliam Henry Harrison =
caught pneumonia at
his inauguration festivities
and died a month later, the
firgt President to die in
office. He was succeeded by
John Tyler who, it turned
out, had mysteriously sent
Harrison's heavy dress coat
to the dry cleaners one day
before the inauguration.

1860 Abraham Lincoln, elect-
ed on this date, needs
no introduction here.
1880 This election was won
by James A. Garfield,
affectionately nicknamed
"Mr. President"” by a Gilded
Age public. Garfield was
gruesomely decapitated by a
trunk 1lid in the White House
attic by Charles J. Giteau
over a dispute in employment,
Giteau spent 17 years at
Sing Sing for his role in ,
"The Thursday Night Incident.”

1900 Wwilliam McKinley coin-
ed the phrase "the

full dinner pail" in his

successful election bid in
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1900. One year later, McKin-
ley was shoved by anarchist
Leon Czolgosz into @ proto-
type pizza crust stamper at
the Pan-American Exposition
in Buffalo and never heard
from him again. A grim de-
mise for the Double Zero
Chief Executive!

1920 Wwarren G. Harding en-

riched our civic vocab-

ulary with phrases like
"smoke-filled room" and "po-
litical scandal." While
touring the northwest U.S.,
Harding became sick from
food poisoning (it was
thought) and died a month
later. No one knows what
foul device did him in, as
no autopsy was performed.
(It's too late now.) His
-timely departure spared him
the embarassment of the
court trial of two of his
Cabinet members.

1940 FDR. Again, no intro-
duction needed.

1960 JFK. Ditto.

1980 ? ?2'? TIf either Ford

or Carter are elected
in 1976, both would be elig-
ible to run again in 1980.
My fearless prediction:
Ford, who is clued to the
Zero Factor, forfeits the '76
election with his famous _
Fourth Carter Debate blooper
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("Up yours, sweetie!") thus
precluding the possibility
of a 1980 reelection cam-
paign. President Carter at-
tempts a valiant defiance of
the Zero Factor in the elec-
tion of 1980, armed with a

simple faith in the Almighty,

a beefed-up Secret Service
and a bevy of 27 specially
recruited Carter look-alikes
Fate will not be fooled,
however, and in February,
1982, the real Jimmy Carter
is stomped to death by a ra-
bid kangaroo in a children's
petting zoo in Hobart, Tas-
mania, Mondale takes the
cath of office (after a
lengthly court battle be-
tween the Justice Department
and one of the Carter impos-
ters) and serves out the re-
mainder of his predecessor's
term. Then in 1984, it's
fresh faces all around, with
Robert Kennedy III for the
Democrats and Edward Cox,
Jr. for the Republicans.

RFK in a squeaker that pits
the poor, aging cities of

- the Northeast and Midwest in

an electoral slugfest again-
st southern California, Al-
bugquerque, N.M. and Dade

County, Fla.
ued.) :

BIGOTGATE SCANDAL~--Although
this is a family Newsletter
we're going to print what
probably is only a small

(To be contin-~
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sample of the wit and humor Not only is Butz's homily

of Agricultﬁral Secretary _a bit racist, but it's a .-
Earl Butz. As the excerpt shade sexist, too. Agnew
opens, we find Butz, Pat would have loved it.

Boone and Jchn Dean chat-
ting together on a plane
leaving the Kansas City
GOP convention. Dean is
the "I" in the dialogue.

To change the subject Pat
posed a gquestion: "John
and I were just discussing
the appeal of the Republi-
can party. It seems to me
that the party of Abraham
Lincoln could and should
attract more black people.
Why can't that be done?"
This was a fair question
for the secretary, who is
also a very capable poli~-
tician. e

"I'1l tell you why you
can't attract coloreds,"
the secretary proclaimed
as his mischievous smile
returned. "“Because col~-
ored only want three
things. You know what
they want?" he asked Pat.

Pat shook his head no;
80 dia-I. -

"I'll tell you what col-
oreds want. It's three
things: first, a tight

. pussy; second, loose shoes;
‘and third, a warm place to
shit. That's all!l"

Pat gulped twice.

--Rolling Stone, Oct. 27, 1974

See you next month!

LISTING OF AREA GAY CGROUPRS

MAINE LESBIAN FEMINISTS
PO BOX 125 ;
BELFAST, MAINE 04915

MAINE GAY TASK FORCE
PO BOX 4542
PORTLAND, MAINE 04112

. SEACOAST AREA GAY ALLIANCE

PO BOX 1424
PORTSMOUTH, N.H. 03801

LESBIAN CAUCUS
FERNALD HALL
UNIVERSITY OF MAINE
ORONO, MAINE 04473

WILDE STEIN CLUB
C/0 MEMORIAL UNION
UNIVERSITY OF MAINE
ORONO, MAINE 04473

GAY PEOPLE'S ALLIANCE
92 BEDFORD STREET
UNIVERSITY OF MAINE
PORTLAND, MAINE 04103

SOUTHERN MAINE LESBIAN CAUCUS
c/o JOHNSEN/BREEDING '

“205 SPRING STREET APT.5

PORTLAND, MAINE 04102



BOOK REVIEW s
g SISTER GIN

By June Arnold, Daughters Press. $4.00.

Reviewed by Jennifer Woodul

In the last six to eight years, women in droves have
separated themselves~--consciously, and as far as possible--
from the dominant male culture. We've made political com-
mitments which start from a base of woman~identification.
We've talked a lot about woman-identification--but many of -
us were too recent escapees from the dominant culture to
know what that really meant.

Things are a little different now. We'wve moved beyond
conscicusness-raising, where we found strength. We Kknow
what our needs -are and create concrete structures to meet
them. We've been working on our politics together for a
long time, realizing that we always are needing to do more
work on our peolitics. We've become clearer on the things
we want to keep and the things we want to do away with.

For some time now, I've been intrigued by what exactly
it is that we're learning. How is it that we're changing,
and having lived with women only for several years now, how
are we different than we were? What are the component parts
of this new culture we're creating--this new place that
we're living in rather than just trying on. I wait for
statements that flow naturally cut of that culture, that
speak uncontrivedly about the way we. see women, feel about
. ourselves. I want to hear romantic statements about the
good times, but I also want to hear about the way we have
to struggle with ourselves and with each other. I want to
hear about the joy of discovering each other, but I also
want an honest treatment of the elements that freguently
divide us. I want to hear about our confidence and health,
_but what about our intermittent backsliding and insecurities?

19



Mostly I want to hear about how our consciousness'changes;.
how we are in process and we never expect to awvtive--ex- .
cept at plateaus, which are only stopping places to rest
up for the next changes.

I've just read a book that begins to respond to all
these needs. Sisfer Gin knocked me out. My purpose here
is to get you to read the book. I'm not particularly in-
terested in writing a "balanced" review. My overall reac-
tion is strongly positive. The task is to say why.

Sisten Gin impressed me as the finest novel I've read
that has sprung out of political Lesbian consciousness.
Strangely enough, it's not about young separatist dykes;
the characters are old women in the process of change.
Thankfully, there are no obviously didactic episodes in
order to drive home political points; our most forceful,
exciting political discussions and struggles do not often
a novel make. Yet there is no art vs. politics separation.

The focus is on a Lesbian couple of 15 years standing,
and it extends to the various other women that directly
touch their lives. The main character, Su, is liberal,
conscientiocus, thin, methodical, mencopausal, dissatisfied,
and drinks a good deal. She's a well-reputed writer of
book reviews for the principal paper of Wilmington, North
Carolina. She has worked herself up from humble origins
(lower-middle-class-one~quarter-Jewish) to a position of
respect in a town heavily influenced by its Southern aris-
tocratic WASP leadership. Her lover, Bettina, is herself
a daughter of a fine o0ld family. She is a radical when
jobless, conservatively self-protective when employed. Her
oppression as a fat woman encourages a house-bound exis-
tence; her class priviledge makes it feasible--psychologi-
cally and economically. She drinks a great deal.

This is no fantasy-light Lesbian relationship. Con-
flict is sharp and incessant.. 01d resentments have become
habit, liquor provides both the source and resolution of
painful skirmishes, there are no tools for understanding
what's gone wrong. The women love each other. But the
source of their love can only be traced to memories; mutual
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frustration and misinderstanding have long since forced
them to search their history for the rationale of their re-
lationship. Day-to-day contradiction deepen, but some need
holds them togethorn

The other characters are the mothers of the two women,
an 80 year-old friend of the family with whom Su falls in
love and has a brief love affair, the woman who has worked
for Bettina's family for decades (the only Black character,
Miss May), a young woman with feminist leanings, and sever-
al other old women who have played bridge and drunk togeth-
er for vears. Some of these are women who consider the
League of Women Voters to be radical because it supports
the ERA. Ironically, they are the same ones who organize
A secret committee to seek out and punish rapists--a vigi-
lante sqguad of old women disguised in yellow wigs and choir
robeg. - (The same ones, indeed, who complain that a life-
time of high heels has produced a permanently shortened ten-
don.) Most all ¢of them drink--to pass the time, to ease
communication, to kill pain, to slough off fear--~liberating
bolder ideas.

" The striking thing about this novel is that it tells
~about women from a perspective of woman~identification ra-
rather than merely portraying woman-identified characters.
Oh relief, oh genius, oh merciful distance from where we
live that shows us what we've learned!

Classism, racism, ageism divide the women in Sister Gin
-=-confusing, affecting their behavior. §8till, strong
Southern traditions of propriety have compelled the white
women to become used to speaking for each other--transmit-
ting each other's needs, explaining each other's pains and
silences. It's Su who reinterprets that customary concern
as an outgrowth of their- shared identity. And when Su
realizes that she (they) cannot speak for Miss May, it's
with a positive commitment to let May speak for herself.
The common oppression the white women share brings them to-
gether to seek vengeance against male violence toward alf
women, against patriarchal injustice to all people.
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The women here have renamed menopause a new beginning,
and not an end. Age has been called beautiful, and its .,
accompanying physical changes inspire desire, respect, and
appreciation, not fear. Body fat has been renamed a posi-
tive weight for a woman--for as Bettina knuckles under to
society's dictates, she senses persconal loss, hollow vic-
tory. Trying to feel the triumph promised to one who will
starve for it turns out to be a frustrating experience,
irrelevant to her own needs. To be deaf, to be fat, to be
old, to be afraid, to be voung, to be alone, even to be
drunk is no tragedy here. &An understanding of each other's
plight in relation to a woman-hating world has made us
believers in our own beauty, supporters of changes, strug-
glers with pain, misunderstanding, and failures. We cannot
really afford to name any woman a tragedy.

Finally, there is no resolution. There is a tracing
of a change of consciousness. Hollow feelings of disatis- .
faction lead to bold feelings of exploration followed by
a forceful episode of direct action dissolving in despair
and confugicn, finally growing into certainty of righteous
anger-~knowing all along that it is only the beginning.

I urge yoﬁ women to read this book. I congratulate
June and the other women of Daughters. Cover to cover—-
interior design, composition, and wamu--you do nice work.

[ Bditor's note: The above article originally appeared in The Les-—
bian Tide of July/August 1976. A feminist Lesbian publication,
Lesbian Tide consists of news, analysis, interviews and poetry.
$5/yr. from the The Lesbian Tide Collective, c/o The Woman's Build-
ing, 1727 North Spring Street Los Angeles, CA 90012. $1. per
single issue.] =

‘CONFIDENTIAL GAY DRUG AND AL~
COHOL RAP GROUP-meets Monday
evening 6:30 at the Community
Resource Center, 68 High St.
Portland. 773~5530 for info.
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BOOK REVIEW >
GAY SPIRIT

By David Loovis, Grove Press, 1974, 172pp, $1.95 (paper).
(also available in hardcover).

Reviewed by BLLL Gordon

How can anyone seriously review a book that concludes
with a bed scene between the-author and his lover wherein
Loovis states about the book "It's a spoof of all those
'Senucus’' books, but serious too."? Subtitled "A Guide to
Becoming a Sensuous Homosexual," Gay Spirit purports to be
a healthy, aware, self-improvement course for Gay men who
wish to become happy homosexuals. As Loovis intones, "You
want to be a complete homosexual, don't you?"

Yet there is something basically wrong with the first
national best-seller about male homosexual lovemaking: it's
tacky. To be more precise, its ideas are outmoded and at
times even harmful; not so much in the semi-clinical de-

- scriptions of sexual activity but rather in its advice on
the finding, creating, bulldlng and sustaining of Gay male
relationships.

If this book were to be taken seriously by any substan-
tial number of people, it could throw Gay consciousness back
into the '50's. In that very same final chapter entitled
"Pulfilled" Loovis writes about his again-found lover "You
recall Dennis. Well, he's back, and he's in bed with me
again. I'm proud of winning Dennis. He had two people con-
testing for his love...But I won Dennis!" - This sort of
self-righteous ego inflation (which is typical of the entire
book) puts poor Dennis on the level of money won in a poker
game. Also, I think it's safe to assume by now that a Gay
man with any awareness of successfully working out a rela-
tionship realizes that owning, possessing or otherwise con-
trolling one's partner robs both of their independence and
spirit of free will. This results in antagonistic feelings
from the always submissive half that may often be strong
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enough to break up the relationship.

This book is also guilty of gross elitism. In order
to make yourself appear attractive enough to win a lover,
you must spend massive sums of money for the right clothes,
a car is required for those weekend excursions (to get away
from it all), regular cocktail and/or pot hours are advised,
occasional purchases of original art can spark up your love
lives, the performing arts are preferable to films, litera-
ture and even recorded music, etc., ad nauseum. In general
Loovis obviously is saying that a Gay male relationship is
able to survive only if each partner has an income in the
$15,000+ bracket. And all this from a chapter that begins
"Few human relationships are as beleaguered by devils with~
in and without as gay love affairs..."” Loovis's suggesticns
are anything but an act of exorcism. '

In the chapter on cruising, where Loovis is wise to
concede that a one-night affair may result in a long-term
relationship, the author has a decided preference for bars,
parks, restrooms, truck-stops, etc. as the place to meet
someone. He cannot advise on the equally substantial meet-
ings that might occur, say, in a classroom, at work,
through friends, or even a Gay organization. (And yes,
there is no mention anywhere of the importance of Gay {tiends
--zagain, in typical outmoded style, Gay relationships must
appear to be restrlcted only to "tricks" and lovers.)

Need a clever line to begin a relationship? Try this
one (over the department store counter): “How much do you
charge...[pause}...for this tie?" -

The book amounts to only 172 pages--with a lot of
blank spaces everywhere. For such an unexplored and mis-
understood subject as Gay male relationships, this is in-
deed not nearly enough. I met Loovis this past spring at
the New England Gay Conference in Worcester, Massachusetts.
In his three~piece suit and ever-present pipe, he talked
to me and a Lesbian friend for a few minutes. His conde-
scension, air of superiority and downright evasion of any
substantial questions asked are well exhibited in his dis-
astrous book. '
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If anyone still “in the closet" were Lo ever sece this
book, they'd undoubtedly -e so turned off by the transitory
picture of Gay life pressn:zed therein to not only close
the door but lock it as well.

Gay Spirit might be a nice, nasty present to give to a
hopeless homophobe; it cculd be somewhat effective as a kin-
dling helper on a cold Malne night; or if you're into
starting a library of Gay literature 1'd suggest placing
this tome amcngst those old curiosity pieces from preliber-
ation days such as the script of "Boys in the Band." .

g ;/ﬂﬂqi)ze s’k Newsletter Meetings

?%MWBMAN'S | The next geheral meeting

of the MGTF Newsletter will

: agﬁALn ‘ be held on Tuesday, October
' - 19 at 7:30PM at a staff mem-
54 792 sneddle i ber's apartment in Portland.

. /w@z‘e’emd, me.

Everyone who has an in-
terest in the publication
is welcome to attend and con-
tribute to the discussion.

(,,.
Oscar

Wilde
Memorial |
Bookshop

15 Christopher St
dew York 10014
(212) 255~-8097
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For directions and more
information, please call
773-5530 weekdays.

Newsletter meetings are
often interesting (at least
that's what we think.) If
.you'd like to contribute
your ideas and comments to
MGTFN, then this is the time
to do it!




Rita MAE BrowN AND CHARLOTTE BNcH To SPEAK AT ORONO

ol

(Information supplied by Diane Efze of the Lesbian Caucus)

It's our great pleasure to announce that RITA MAE BROWN and
CHARLOTTE BUNCH will be giving a joint lecture at the Uni-

versity of Maine at Orono. The lecture is being sponsored

by the Distinguished Lecture Series.

DATE: DNovember 1, 1976

TIME: « 83100 P.M. .

PLACE: Hauck Auditorium, Memorial Union, UMO
ADMIESION: Free

Furthermore, Rita Mae Brown and Charlotte Bunch will be
campus the next morning to participate in a discussion with:
those people who would be interested in rapping with them.
The discussion will take place at 10 A.M., November 2, in
the Bangor Lounge of the Memorial Union.

Newsletter readers may recall Brown's September article
"The Shape of Things To Come” and Bunch's August essay
"Perspectives '76." :

The joint lecture will take place in a facility with a
seating capacity of 600. To ensure yourself a seat, you
may want to get there early. :

It is hoped that everyone will be able to stay for the dis-
cussion. If you need a place to stay, please drop a note
to the address below and the Orono Women's Center will try
to accomodate you. ‘

And please - tell all your friends and, if you can, put up
notices in your area.

Diane Elze

c/0 Orono Student Government
Memorial Union :
University of Maine

Orono, ME 04473 Phone: 581-7801
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RITA MAE BROWN Y

R

Not only has Rita Mae Biown been a well-knowr Lesbian femi-
nist political activist for nine years, but she is also an
accomplished novelist, post, filmmaker and political writer
as well. As early as 1968, she was the Administrative Coor-
dinator for the National Organization for Women. Since
then, she has co-founded a variety of feminist organizations
including a feminist theatre, a newspaper collective, and,
most recently, Sagaris, an independent institute for the
study of feminist theory and issues. '‘Ms. Brown has been a
visiting faculty member at Goddard College in Vermont, a
visiting Fellow of the Institute for Policy Studies in Wash-
ington, D.C., and a lecturer in Sociology at Federal City
College, Washington, D.C. In addition, she was a member of
the faculty at Sagaris in 1975. She is presently on the
Steering Committee of the National Women's Political Caucus.

Her published works include two novels, Rubyfruit Jungle
(Daughters Press) and. In Her Day (to be released later this
year), and two widely-acclaimed books of poetry, The Hand
That Cradles The Rock (New York University Press, 1971) and
Songs to a Handsome Woman (Diana Press). A collection of
"her pclitical articles, The Plain Brown Rapper, is scheduled
to be released later this year.

Her articles and poetry have appeared in such well~known an-
thologies as Sisterhoocd Is Powerful (Random House); The New
Woman (Bobbs-Merrill); Women: The New Voice (Bantam); No
More Masks! An anthology of Poems by women; Women's Libera-
tion (Dell); Class ‘and Feminism (Diana Press); and Out Of
the Closets (Douglas), and in the following periodicals:

MS Magazine; Women: A Journal of Liberation; Off Our Backs;
‘The Furies; Quest: A Feminist Quarterly; and Aphra. Various
WOrks have been translated into Japanese, French, and Span-
ish for foreign publication.

Rita Mae Brown's proposed lecture on the relationship of art
to politics will be accompanied by some reading from her own
poetical works. ©Not only will she have an appeal to femi-
nists and to all persons involved in social change, but she
will also be of interest to individuals in art, literature,
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poetry, sociology and political science, for she unxquely
combines the perspectlve of all these areas of study. e

CHARLOTTE BUNCH

Lesbian, feminist, theorist, activist, author, editor,
teacher~-~Charlotte Bunch is a living expgrience of nearly
every phase of the Women's Movement in America. With a
background that includes extensive travel, study and speak-
ing in Asia, Eurcope, Africa, the Middle East, and Australia,
she is as well-versed in international politics as she is

in the internal struggles and ramifications of the new fem~
inism.

Bunch was one of the founders of Women's Liberation in Wagh-
ington, D.C.; a founder-writer for The Furies, one of the
earliest Lesbian feminist collectives in the United Stateas;.
an organizer for the First National Women's Liberation Move-
ment and a women's seminar series in Cleveland, Ohio in
1969; an organizer of the first D.C. women's center in 1%70;
an organizer of a conference of Indochinese and North Amer-
ican women in Toronto in 1971; and a participant in the
first International Feminist Planning Conference called by
N.O0.W. in 1973. She has been a participant, speaker and
writer for numerous seminars and discussions covering topics
from religion to politics, and has taught courses in femi-
nist theory at American University and at the Sagaris Femi-
nist Institute.

" Presently, she is a Resident Fellow at the Institute for
Policy Studies in Washington, D.C.; an editor of Quest: A
Feminist Quarterly; teaches feminist theory at George Wash-
inton University for the graduate program in Women's Stud-
ies; and is writing a book on feminist political theory.

Her published works include: "The Reform Tool-Kit," an es-
say on the role of reform in the radical feminist movement;
Class and Feminism (Diana Press); Women Remembered (Diana
Press); "Asian Women in Revolution: China and Vietnam";
‘and The New Women: A Motive Anthology on Women's Liberation.
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Her essays and articl2s have appeared in nearly ‘every major
feminist journal and newspaper in the United States.

In her travels, Bunch has made contacts with the women's
movement all over th2 world., Not only will she have an
appeal to women on this campus and in the community, but
to anyone interested in the international milieu.
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MAINE LESBIAN FEMINISTS

The third statewide
gathering of Maine Lesbian
Feminists will be held on
October 16 in Bangor. The
all-day gathering will be
followed by a Xay Gardner
concert in Orono that even-
ing.

MLF statewide gatherings
are held every two months
in varying locations across
the state. ILocal groups in
Augusta, Bangor, Belfast,
Brunswick and Portland meet
according to local interest
in the interims.

For details about the
October 16 gathering or for
information on Lesbian ac-
tivities near you, write to
Maine Lesbian Feminists (or
MLF), PO Box 125, Bel:ast,
Maine 04915.

Kay GARDNER CONCERT

Lesbian feminist musician
Kay Gardner will give a con-
cert on Saturday, October
16, at 8PM in the Damn Yan-
kee Room in Memorial Union,
University of Maine, Orono.

The admission is free but
the seating capacity is only
200...s0 arrive early! ~

.

435 th;bemlarzc{ rias
For lamd




YOUR CRITICAL DAYS AY/) HCW
T0 CALCULATE THEM: 2 simple
way to caleculate yovr per-
scnal biorhythms... biorhy-
thms are used to make people
more aware of their mental,
emotional and physical
energy levels, and to deter-
mine when these energy cyc-
les are in harmony or.con-
flicting; they are used ex-
tensively in Japan)...a
pocket calculator would be
handy:

ONE: How many days have you lived?
1. Write down your age in
years at your last birthday.
2, Multiply the figure by
365, :

3. Count the number of leap
years (a leap year can be
 exactly divided by four and
come out even. Leap years
occur every four years.)
Count the number of leap
vears that you have lived
through, and add one day to
the figure in step 2 for
every Feb. 29 that you have
lived. )

4. Count the days since your
last birthday and add the re-~
sult to the step 3 figure.
You now have the number of
days that you have lived.

TWO: THE PHEYSICAL CYCLE
5. Divide the number of days
you have lived by 23, the
number of days in the physi-
cal cycle.
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;. FOUR:

6. Take the apswer and dis-
gard all the numbers to the
‘left of the decimal point.
7. Multiply the remaining
number, including the decimal
point, by 23.

8. This is the current day
of your physical cycle. If
it ig from 2 to 12, it ig.a
good day. From 13 to 23 isg
a poor day.

THREE: - THE SENSITIVITY CYCLE
9., Divide the number of
days you have lived by 28,
the number of days in the
sensitivity cycie.
10. Take the answer and dis~
gard all the numbers to the

" left of the decimal point.

11. Multiply the remaining
number, plus the decimal
point, by 28.
12. This is the current day
of your sensitivity cycle.
From 2 to 14 is a good day;
from 16 to 28 are poor days.
Days 1 and 15 are very criti-
cal.

THE INTELLECTUAL CYCLE
13. Divide the number of days
you have lived by 33, the num-
ber of days in the intellec~-
tual cycle.

14.  Disgard all the numbers
to the left of the decimal
point and multiply by 33.

15. This is the current day
of your intellectual cycle. -
2 to 16 is good; 18 to 33 are
poor. 2 and 17 are critical.
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PHILADELPHIA COFFEEHCUSE--
Beginning on Friday, Sep-
tember 17, the Philadel-
phia Gay Coffeehouse will
be open two evenings each
week, both Fridays and
Saturdays, says the Gay-
zelte. The Coffeehouse is
located at 326 Kater St.,
off South Street. For
‘further information, per-
sons are asked to contact
one of the Coffeehouse
Coordinators, or a message
may be left with the Gay
Switchboard, 928-18%19,

and your call will be re-
turned.

FREE PERFORMANCES~=-The
Profile Theatre of Port-
land has anncunced its
October schedule for free
performances for low-in-
come and handicapped res-
idents of Portland. Made
possible by a grant from
the Portland Community
Development Program, the
performances will be held
Wednesday October 6 and
20, as well as every
Thursday through Sunday.
Wednesday through Satur-
day, performances are at
8:15PM. For the month of
October, the classic

- French comedy, THE MISER,

by Moli€re will be perform- .

ed. For eligibility re-
quirements and reservations,
call the Profile Theatre at.
774-0465 or We Who Care at
772-6395., In addition, free:
theatre workshops will be
continuing each Monday night
at 7:30PM. For details call
774-0465.

CITIZENS BLAND RADIO--CB's
are apparently the latest
rage in male Gay meeting
areas, reports Gay Communiiy
News. In at least two gather-
ing spots=--in St. Louis and
Key Biscayne, Fla.--patrols
of Gay men have been using
CB radios to warn of harass-

.ment, muggings and the like

in view of police inaction.
Among the names of the CB
handles in St. Louis are
"Swampfox," "Pincher,"
"Sugar Bear" and "Pancake."

LAMBDA BOUNDARY MARKER DIS-
COVERED~~-A discovery of an
unusual rock may have solved
the long-standing contro-
versy between Rockland and
Rockport concerning juris-
diction rights over the
valuable Treadway-Samoset
Resort. 1In July, 1976, two
beach strollers found a
boulder resembling a land-
mark used over 200 years ago
to define the line separat-
ing the two towns. A . line
drawn from the boulder to a
survey stake on the hotel
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grounds put Samoset in Rock-
port. Rockland has claimed
the valuable proper:y comes
under its jurisdicvion. On
the rock was found Lvo mark-
ings which appeared co be
the Greek letters "lewbda"
and "kai." A surveyovr mark-
ed a boulder with the same
Greek letters on Jan.- .3,

1791 to define the town line.

A SUBSCRIBER IN CALIFORNIA
sent in the following guota-
tion..s

We will make no moral progress -
until cruelty is properly view-
ed as a weakness, not as a

- strength.

IN CONGRESS, when a bill has
25 co-sponsors, it is rein-
" troduced with the identical
wording but with a new num-
ber so that more Representa-
tives can be listed as co-
sponsoring the legislation.
The national Gay Rights Bill
was re-introduced by Rep.
Bella Abzug of New York on
May 20, 1976, with four new
co-sponsors who were not
‘listed on HR 5452, The new
bill number is HR 13928..

JARLSBERG CHEESE BOYCOTT--
Companies whose true exper-
tise is in marketing, not
nutrition, have been selling
infant formula to new moth-
ers in Africa. Thousands .
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of babies deprived of -the
nourisament from their moth-
ers’' breasts are malnourish-
ed, dying or already dead.

A documentary film called
"Bottle RBabies" shows scenes
of an infant graveyard with
baby bottles and crushed
cans of infant formula
planted on many of the small
mounds. A Swiss citizens'
group has issued a report

‘entitled "Nestle Kills

Babies." The Maine Feminist
Health Project recommends a
boycott of Nestle products,
including Nestle Jarlsberg
cheese.

SPECIAL SERVICES~-In honor
cf Cay Pride Week, the en-
tire service at the First
Unitarian Church of Pitts-
burgh, Pa. was devoted to

a presentation on Gay op-
pression and Gay rights.

The Rev. Jemes A. Hobart and
two members of the congrega-
tion read from the report of
the church's subcommittee on
homosexual rights and called
for "massive opposition" to
Pennsylvania's Senate Bill
743 which would severely re-
strict employment opportun-
ities for state Gay people.

TO BEEP OR NOT TO BEEP--

' The Village Voice reports

that the Federal Communica-
tions Commission is ponder-
ing the future of the "beep



...beep...beeps" that ap-
pear by law every 12 to 15
seconds whenever the other
party is taping your phone
conversation. But when the
beeps first appeared in
1948 more and more excep-
tions have been made with
the recording warning
(mostly by the Sacret
Service, the Pentagon and
private citizens) that the
Commission rule has be-
come, according to the FCC,
"totally unenforceable."
The FCC has asked all the
large corporations like
State Farm Insurance, NBC,
ITT, Dictaphone and AT&T
what they think about the
beeps (they'd like to see
them done away with or
that their corporation
should be the one excep-
tion) but they say they
also want to hear from the
people about bleeping the
beep. If you're into it,
your comments should be
sent toi FCC, 1919 M st.;

. N.W. Washington, D.C. :
20554. Refer to docket
#20840.

NEW YORK DANCES--The Gay
Activists Alliance (GAA)
will join with the West
Side Discussion Group in
co~sponsoring the second in
its 1976-77 series of

dances for Gay women and men

Saturday October 9th from

9:00PM until 3AM at 37

Ninth Avenue, at 14th St.,
New York City. After Octo~
ber 9th the dances will con-
tinue every second Saturday
of each month through June
1872,

Women's Nights at the West
Side Discussion Group from
October 6th through November .
3rd will deal primarily with
personal and psychological
issues of interest to Les-
bians.

AS A PUBLIC SERVICE FOR
FRANK RIZZ0O...In order to
insure speedy and convenient
local distribution of the
Philadelphia Gay News, lavender
vending machines for the
paper are being purchased and
placed in locations through-
out Center City. The first
area to receive the machines
was Spruce Street. An added
advantage of the vending
machines is their potential
for use as a public sign-
board. On the lower front
panel of each machine are
slots in which advertisements
and announcement cards can

be inserted. These spaces
are available to all Gay

‘organizations on a first-

come, first-serve basis.

[Have an item forn this column?
Share it with the neadens!.
c¢/o Odds 'n Ends, MGTFN, Box
- 4542, Pontland, ME 04112.]
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WOULD LIKE to get in contact
with Gay People in the Northern
part of Maine for friendship.
~ Please write and I'll get in
touch.
R. Thibodeau
80 St. Thomas Street .
Madawaska, Maine 04756

* %* *

GAY MAN 4in LQWLAton, Maine
is interested in meeting others--
any age, any race--gor fun and
possible nelationship. A non-
smoker and non-dninker, my in-
ferests include demonéu,
movies and wiiting novels.
I'm 5'6", 22 yeans, ‘175 Lbs.
Wnite to Mank Allyn, PO Box -
. 3083, Lewiston, Madine 04240.

* * *

Companionless bi-sexual male
would like to hear from lonely
or not so lonely Gay people in
southern and central Maine.
Reply to Don, c/o MGTFN, PO
Box 4542, Portland, ME 041l2..

* * *

MALE, 25, would Like fo meet
and cornrespond with othen

Gay people in ithe Greatern
Porntland area. Please wriite -

De0ROB0EO@EOE
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Lo Steve, c/o MGTHV PO Box 4%12
Portland, Maine 04712

* - % *

FEMINIST WOMEN--Gay and non-Gay--
and CHILD are locking for women

to share house in Brunswick. Con-
tact Nan at 443-9531..

* * *

Ga
is Good

The Cengidential Gay Drug and
Alcohok Rap Group 44 meeting
every Monday evening at 6:30
at the Community Resource
Centen, Located at 68 High
Street in Pontland. 1§ you
Zhink that alcohol on othe)L
drug 45 a negative influence
on youwr day-to-day Life,

then it may be a good idea

- to drop by and check out

this very 6uend£y and ne-
Laxed group.

- In sharning there is Aﬂteng'th'."

DEO
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(Cont.'d from back cover)

Design: any design

Must Include: the words, DYKE,
a quarterly. First anniver-
sary Issue, Winter 1876-77

~ (DYKE must be in caps)

Colors: up to four colors; do

not use light blue

Size: final print 17%"x22"

Artists: Lesbians only

Deadline: October 31, 1976

Send orniginal artwornk orn slide.
1§ you want your work returned,
please send netfurn postage.
Tomato Publications will pay
$100 for the poiter used as

the annivernsary issue. Artwork
and ghaphics wilf also be
gratefully considered for use
Ain othern issues. We pay gon all
wonk that we print. ALL wonrk
should be sent fo: Tomato Pub-
Lications, 70 Barrow St., New
York, NY 10014.

* * *

A GAY MAN living near Dexter, ME
would like to write to others in
Cetral Maine area. Write to:
Henry, c/o MGTF, Box 4542, Port-
land, Maine 04112.

* % *

BITS are FREE! Wnite: BITS c/o
MGTFN, Box 4542, Pontland, ME 04112

OBEDE0E0BE0BE0S
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MGTFN, Box 4542, Pontland, ME 04112
DEFEOBOBOBOBOS
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FOR SAL=: £952 PLymouth, mech.
ood, needs some body work-
350, ALso twin boxspiing and

mattness, nightstand, beokcase,

asst. dishes and rugs.

Call: 773-0377 Porntland.

* * *

Gay people interested in formir

a group in the southern York Ccusn -
ty area are asked to write:

Chris Wright, P.O.Box 478, Berwick
Mainhe 03901 or call Alan at
698-5535.

* * *

The following is a List of people
in prison who would appreciate
cornespondence with Gay people on
the outside:

George H. Deputy #143-263
P.0.Box 787
Lucasville, Ohic 45648

Thomas Maxwell #26313
Unit 0

Pembroke Station
Danbury, Conn. 056810

Jémmy Hall #006827

East Unit M-3-S-15
Box 747 _ ‘
Starke, Fla. 3209}

"BITS"™ are run for 2 consecu-
tive months. .Mail yours today

ID@DIDIDﬂDmDG
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tive months. Mail yours today.
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DEADLINE FOR NOVEMBER NEWS-
LETTER:

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 26, 1976

PUBLICATION DATE:

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 4, 1976

* * *

ALL neadens are invited to use
this space for grief notices, ads,
information, announcements, and
othen miscellaneouws Ltems o4
common Anternest. Please send
your news to: BITS, Box 4542,
Portland, Maine 04112.

* * *

SUBSCRIBE TO GAY COMMUNITY NEWS--
A non-sexist, non-exploitative
publication of news, features and
opinion. $15/year; 52 copies.
Mailed in no-peek envelopes. To:
"GCN," 22 Bromfield St., Boston,
Massachusetts 02108.

* * *

The Maine Issue, the statewide
paper for working people, 45 Look-
ing forn wiitens, antists, photog-
napherns, Local reporterns and dis-
tuibutons. ALL arne volunteer, al-

though commissions are arranged for

distriibutons. The Maine Issue,
published monthly by the Maine

U O el O () (] ) O ) (] ()

-« (5] (1] (1) (] m=-

Onganizing Committee, neports on
Mainers who are thying to bring
about progressive changes. Sup-
ported by subscribers and by a
sustainen progham, the paper Ls a
gorum gorn Aideas and discussion on
the problems of our society and
what Lt 4s people are doing about
it. 1§ you would Like to help or
subscnibe, wiite: Maine Issue,
Box 433, Portland, Maine 04112.

* * *

SUBSCRIBERS to the Gaycon Press
Newsletter receive poetry, infor-
mation, articles on various pris-
oners in various prisons around
the country. $4/yr. for 12 cop-
ies. To: Gaycon Press Newslet-
ter, c¢/o Ron Endersby, Editor, 1
East 3rd Street, NY, NY 10003.

* * *

DYKE, a quarterly magazine of
Lesbian culturne and analysis, 44
seanching for an original posten
design by a Lesbian. «We will se-
Lect a posten design which we
will print and distrhibute as our
st anndversarny 4ssue, Winter

1976-77. Guidelines:

Medium: any two dimensional me-
dium

Process: printed by offset

Subject: any subject

(Cont.'d 'inside back cover)
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