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The Osher Map Library and Smith Center for Cartographic Education cele-
brates its re-opening after a significant expansion and reconstruction. The cele-
bration begins at 7 p.m., Friday, October 16, fifteen years to the day since the 
library originally opened. John W. Hessler, Reference Librarian in the Geogra-
phy and Map Division of the Library of Congress, will offer the first public pres-
entation of two maps copied by Thoreau from Champlain. Hessler will discuss 
how Thoreau’s study of early maps of the New World fueled his environmental 
imagination and informed his notions of the American wilderness. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The celebration continues on Saturday, October 17, with the one-day confer-
ence, “New Directions in the Study of Early American Cartographies.” This will 
be a showcase for scholars pursuing new and exciting directions in the study of 
mapping. Events culminate Sunday, October 18, with a formal ribbon cutting 
and Open House, with guided tours. For more information, please visit the new 
Osher Map Library website: www.usm.maine.edu/maps. 

Osher Map Library Opens 

Coffee Mondays! 

JUMPSTART YOUR WEEK!  
 

Stop by the Reference Desk on the 2nd floor of 
Glickman Library every Monday for free coffee! 
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The latest news from Gorham, Lewiston-Auburn & Portland 

 
“At the moment 
that we persuade 
a child, any child, 
to cross that 
threshold, that 
magic threshold 
into a library, we 
change their lives 
forever, for the 
better.” 
 --Barack Obama  
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You may have noticed some 
changes when you open Micro-
soft Word 2007, or any of the 
other Office Suite programs, such 
as Excel or Powerpoint. The pro-
grams have a very different look 
from all previous versions and 
may take some getting used to.   
 
All the functions are there but 
the way to navigate the programs 
has changed. The layout for all 
the Office programs is now simi-
lar; you will notice that Word 
and Excel have comparable tabs.  

Don’t forget Cookie Day! 
 

Every fall around finals time the library 
has lots of free cookies to congratulate 
you on a semester “well done” and com-
memorate the fact that Glickman Library 
used to be a cookie factory! We look for-
ward to seeing you at the end of the se-
mester! 

Navigating Microsoft Office 2007 

Dear Frustrated, 
 

Let me ask you something: 
do you eat soup with a 
fork?  Brush your hair with 
one?  I didn’t think so. So 
why would you use only 
one tool to do all your 
research?  There is such a 
thing as the right tool for 
the task, and this is one rea-
son that the USM Libraries 
provide you with such a 
wide variety of research 
tools.  There are databases 
that only have information 

in a specific format, like doctoral dissertations or 
newspapers; others that are limited to a specific dis-
cipline, like Nursing or Psychology or Business; and 
still others that let you limit your search to articles 
you can access immediately online.  By choosing the 
right  “tool” and employing a few straightforward 
techniques that any of the reference librarians can 
show you, you can get fewer, but more useful, re-
sults from your searches. So stop brushing your hair 
with a fork, and get down to the library for some 
help selecting the right tool for the task! 
 
Crabby 
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Dear Crabby... 

Dear Crabby… 
 
Every time I 
look something 
up on Google, I get a mil-
lion hits!  It is so annoying 
to look through pages and 
pages of items trying to 
see which ones actually 
have information about my 
topic.  What can I do? 
 

Frustrated in Falmouth 

Sage Advice from 

The Ribbon is a new feature that replaces the drop-down menus containing different Tabs 
which groups together similar commands. 

If you get frustrated, the following tips may help you:  
*Ask for help at the Reference Desk 
*Click the Help button - upper right corner of the page 
*Go to http://usm.maine.libguides.com/tutorials and select:  
Getting Started With Word 2007  

The Office Button 
has replace the File 
menu: Open, New 
File, Save, Print 

are located in this new spot. 

Another change is file formats. Office 2007 has 
a new set of file extensions that may get you 
into trouble if you try to work on a document 
on another computer which has an older ver-
sion of Office.   
My advice when you save your document is to 
click the Office Button and select Save As 
then Word 97 – 2003 Document.  
This will make it so you can open and work on 
your document at home. 



During the past year, three 
members of the USM Li-
brary staff have had the 
good fortune to visit China.  
Library Assistant Sophie 
Mendoza traveled to Beijing 
with her husband's family, 
who are Chinese, to see the 
final week of the 2008 
Olympics, including the clos-
ing ceremonies.  She says 
that virtually everything in 
Beijing was decked out in 
Olympic themes and regalia, 
from people's clothing to 
the ever present "One 
World, One Dream" ban-
ners draped over skyscrap-
ers.  Although this was 
Sophie's first trip to China, 

her husband's grandmother 
is from Shanghai, and the 
family had last visited in 
2000.  They noted the dif-
ference between numbers 
of cars in comparison to 
bicycles was astonishing in 
the eight years between 
visits. 
Cartographic Cataloger 
Roberta Ransley-Matteau 
visited China in March 2009 
with a group formed 
through the Exeter, New 
Hampshire Chamber of 
Commerce. Roberta cites as 
high points of her trip: a 
visit to and walk along the 
Great Wall, a trip to the 
Forbidden City (home of 

Chinese Emperors in Beijing until 1911), 
and Shanghai. Roberta calls China “a 
country of compelling and profound 
contrasts between the China of old and 
the rapidly changing one of today.” An-
other highlight for her was having lunch 
at a family home in one of the fast disap-
pearing “hutongs,” the small compact 
neighborhoods with very narrow alley-
ways that have been around for centu-
ries.           
Reference Librarian Zip Kellogg visited 
Sechuan Province and Beijing in July 
2009. Zip’s trip was with friends who 
were keen birders. The bird watchers 
group traveled in a high elevation region 
near the border with Tibet. Like 
Roberta, Zip had an extraordinary day 
of hiking along the Great Wall and trav-
eled along portions of a road in Sechuan 
which had been part of the ancient net-
work of east-west trade routes known 
as the Silk Road. While Zip likes Chi-
nese food, he opted not to try the five 
spiced donkey meat, tossed jellyfish with 
vinegar, pan fried pig spine, stir fried 
yellow eel shreds with clam, or braised 
pig colon.  
All of these USM Library staff members 
truly enjoyed and benefited greatly from 
their travels and would be glad to talk 
with you in more detail… 

Three Library Staff Members Visit China 

The Music You Can’t Hear: 
Images Exploring the Work of Maine’s Luthiers 

There is a new exhibit on the 5th floor of 
Glickman Library on the Portland campus. 
It consists of about 20 framed photographs 
and is the work of Liz Grandmaison, a Ban-
gor-based artist.   
 
Ms. Grandmaison calls the exhibit a 
“sampling of images created to celebrate a 
group of dedicated Maine craftspeople who 
still work with their hands to shape natural 
materials into beautiful, functional tools for 
making music.” 
 
Come to the Glickman Library this Fall to 
see this stunning exhibit of photographs of 
extraordinarily musical instruments. 
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Commons@Gorham Library staff have been busy this summer rearranging spaces to 
create new and improved  study areas for students. On the first floor, staff offices 

were consolidated in order to convert the former reference and ILL office into the new Group Study Room. On the second 
floor, the Reading Room has been carpeted and rearranged. Some new student furniture is also on order for Com-
mons@Gorham Library. In addition, parts of the book and periodical collection were “weeded” of outdated items.  

Gorham Changes 



Portland  
(207) 780-4270 

Gorham  
(207) 780-5345 

 

Lewiston-Auburn  
(207) 753-6540 

 
Instructional Technology 

& Media Services 
 

Portland 
(207) 780-4280 

 

Gorham 
(207) 780-5356 

 

Lewiston-Auburn 
(207) 753-6526 

 
libraryadmin@usm.maine.edu   

China Road tells the story of Rob Gifford’s 3,000 
mile odyssey across China, following the country’s 
equivalent of  US Route 66 – called Route 312 – 

all the way from Shanghai on the eastern shore to the Kazakh border. 
 
I became familiar with Gifford as NPR’s correspondent in Beijing and followed his journey on pub-
lic radio. The author’s years of travel have given him a keen understanding and insight into China’s 
contradictions which he portrays with affection and humor. When I checked out this book I found 
it hard to put down. 
 

If China has become Asia’s economic dynamo, Shanghai is its 
boomtown. It is home to much of China’s new and growing middle 
class. This is the China considered to be the next world power and 
it is where Gifford’s journey and route 312 begin. But, it is a differ-
ent China that Gifford discovers in the rural heartland where farm-
ers still use water buffalo and wooden plows, and local authorities 
are as powerful and corrupt as ever. Heading further west, rickety 
vehicles ply the portion of 312 that used to be the old Silk Road. 
Now the traders deal in cell phones rather than silk and spices. 
Along the way, Gifford has conversations with people from all 
walks of life talking to merchants, hermits, prostitutes and Amway 
salesmen. While hitching a ride that takes him on a 12-hour jour-
ney through the Gobi Desert, the author gets an earful from a 
young truck driver who is torn by his love for his country and the 
corruption that plagues it. Finally, the story ends at the distant west 
Kazakhstan border town where a bowling alley symbolizes the gov-
ernment’s efforts to raise western China’s standard of living in or-
der to make the Muslim minorities less likely to revolt. 
 

This is an amazing book on the real China and the people who live there. 
Reviewed by Pamela Straw, Technical Services Assistant 
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Portland 
Monday-Thursday  7:45 a.m. - 11:00 p.m. 
Friday    7:45 a.m. - 8:00 p.m. 
Saturday   10:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m. 
Sunday    10:00 a.m. - 11:00 p.m. 
 

Gorham 
Monday-Thursday  7:45 a.m. - 11:00 p.m. 
Friday    7:45 a.m. - 8:00 p.m. 
Saturday   11:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m. 
Sunday    12:00 p.m. - 11:00 p.m. 
 

Lewiston-Auburn Library 

Monday-Thursday  8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
Friday    8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
Saturday   CLOSED 
Sunday    CLOSED 
 

Exceptions 
See our online postings or check signs posted close to the time of fall vacations and finals. 
http://library.usm.maine.edu/about/hours.php 

Fall 2009 Library Hours 

Smart Starts @ the Library 

We’re on the Web @ 
library.usm.maine.edu 

Check us out! 

USM Libraries 
One Library 
on Three  
Campuses 

 Book Review 

LAC 
Information Commons 
Over the summer, additional 
computer and study spaces 
were created in the LAC In-
formation Commons. 

Check out the very appealing 
combined library and com-
puter lab space at LAC! 

Ask Us 
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