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Sapporo Television Tower

This is a big red tower that is one of the main tourist attractions of
Sapporo.

This tower opened in August 1957. Tachu Naito built Sapporo Television
Tower and the next year he built Tokyo Tower. Originally, it was used
as the electric wave dispatch of the Sapporo area broadcasting stations.
However, in 1956 a wave transmitting station was established on the top
of Mt. Teine. So all television transmitting stations moved to Mt. Teine.

Only the relay station and the reserve transmitting station remain now.

The height from the ground to the point of an antenna is 1472m. It is
20th highest tower in Japan. From the observation deck 90m above
ground, you can have 60km view of the city and the surrounding area by
telescope. You can see the Toyohira River, the Sapporo factory and the
Ishikari Plain in the east, and Mt. Teine and the Qokurayama schanze in
the west. The steel of this tower weighs over 1000t.

Business hours are 9:00 to 21:30. To the third floor we can go up free.
The admission fee to the observatory is 700 yen for adults. The Sapporo
Clock Tower and Sapporo Television Tower’s common admission ticket
is also sold. It is cheaper to buy the combined ticket, if you plan to visit
both places. Because it is 720 yen for adults and 640 yen for high school
students. It’s much cheaper.

The basement is linked to the underground shopping center ‘Aurora
Towrn’, and there are restaurants. There is a handmade rice cracker shop
‘Terakoyahonpo’ on the first floor. In Japan, many adults and children love
rice crackers, so please try them. And there is a café bar of Otaru beer
'LEIBSPEISE" . We can dip ourselves into the German atmosphere and
enjoy drinking Otaru beer with light German meal. In addition, there are
also an information desk and a ticket counter. There is a multipurpose
hall on the second floor. It can be used for conferences or meetings as
well as presentations or exhibitions during the day. After dusk, weddings
and parties can be held with a night view of Sapporo in the backdrop.
The potential is endless. On the third floor, there is a souvenir shop and
a restaurant. We can enjoy a meal while looking at the whole view of
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Sapporo.

The most famous gift item of Sapporo Television Tower is “Telebitousan’,
It's often sold out during the weekend. If you want to get one, you must
come in the morning. By the way, ‘Telebitousan’is 49 years old and he has
a very good friend. Can you guess who? It's ‘tokeidaijin’. He lives longer
than “Televitousan’. He 1s 128 years old.
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Sports teams in Sapporo

Introduction

Sapporo has three professional sport teams. Do you know them?

First, a professional baseball team “Hokkaido Nippon-Ham Fighters”.
Second, a professional football team “Consadole Sapporo”.

Finally, a professional basketball team “Rera Kamuy Hokkaido”

These teams are based in Sapporo city. One of the team, Hokkaido
Nippon-Ham Fighters is more popular than other teams because this team
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became the 2006 champion of the all baseball teams in Japan. This team
came to Sapporo in2004.This team the first professional team in Hokkaido.
Today I will be talking about the home stadium of the Hokkaido Nippon-
Ham Fighters.

1. about Fighters

First I'm going to talk about the Sapporo Dome. This dome is the base for
the Fighters.

This dome is near the Hitsujigaoka park, a famous park in Japan.

This dome was opened In June 1998 for the 2001 FIFA world Cup
in Japan and Korea. David Beckham played here for a match. And
sometimes popular singers hold concerts. The total cost of construction
was about 40billion and the area is about 300 ni .

The Dome uses the world’s first “hovering soccer stage”. On the ground
artificial turf is used for baseball games but when soccer games are held
a part of wall opens. Then, the gigantic natural turf soccer stage, which is
120m by 85m and weighs 8300 tons, slowly moves into the arena.

Finally, the natural turf stage was put of the ground. Soccer games
are played on the natural turf. Capacity is about fifty thousand. When big
baseball games are held, this dome becomes packed to the capacity.

And this dome has many restaurants. We can eat nice food while
watching sports.

My recommendation is the curry at the Sapporo Korakuen Hotel
restaurant. This shop is on the first floor near west and south exit.
Chicken curry and Beef curry are the best.

We can enter the dome when they don’t have a game. We can take part
in a Dome tour. The participants of the tour visit the backstage, including
bullpens and the locker rooms used by the popular players, which you
- cannot usually see. This dome is near the subway station. From downtown
Sapporo Odori station to the dome, it takes about 15minutes on the Toho-
line.

2. About Consadole sapporo
The second famous team 1is Consadole Sapporo. This team is a football
team.

This team is based in Ishiya Chocolate factory. This factory has the
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Shiroi-koibito park. Shiroi-koibito is the famous popular cookies. Consadole
Sapporo’s players practice on the soccer field. We can watch many players
here.

3. About Rera Kamuy Hokkaido

Third is Rera Kamuy Hokkaido. This team’s foundation was 2007.

It’s a very new team. This team is based in Tsukisamu alfa Court Dome.
This dome is near the Sapporo dome.

This Tsukisamu Dome is used by many people because many events are
held here all year round. For example an ice skate rink is made here and
flea markets are held.

4. Finally

Sapporo has these three major teams. Sapporo is a popular city, especially
for those who like watching sports. When you are going to Sapporo in
winter, please bring warm clothes. Please enjoy Sapporo. Thank you.



