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Some Expatiations and Examinations of the Articles on the
Economic Development of Mezzogiorno Written in the 1950 s (6)

Shuzo Goto

ABSTRACT

The 1950s were the crucial period for the economic development of Mezzogiorno. In 1950
three laws of the land reform were promulgated and the agrarian reform and modernization
began to be implemented. In the same year the Cassa per il Mezzogiorno (the state fund for
the South) was set up. A great number of scholars, journalists, essayists and politicians partici-
pated in the discussions of the questioni meridionali (the southern questions) and made public
their opinions in magazines and newspapers. This paper aims to expatiate and examine the
then current articles. They are different from the statistics or the academic researches. They
convey us the enthusiasm or the desperation of the discussants who witnessed the southern
situation. These articles were collected meticulously in Informazioni SVIMEZ which Associazione
per lo sviluppo dell’ industria del Mezzogiorno continues to publish until today since its foundation
in December 1946. This paper picks up a newspaper article La industrializzazione del Mezzogiorno
la facciamo onon la facciamo? (Do we implement or do we not implement the industrialization
of the Southern Italy?) collected in Informazioni SVIMEZ, January 26-February 2, 1955, in order
to expatiate and discuss the witness’ opinion on the economic development in Mezzogiorno.

Kevyworps : southern questions industrialization ottimi imprenditori Cassa del Mezzogiorno
finanziamenti-rischio-garanzie banchi amministratori
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1) COBHAOZLER—NV - FUOAR=TITXKD LI
HWRTVy 5B, Last but least, in 1950 the government not
only passed the agrarian reform laws, but also set up
the Cassa per il Mezzogiorno (the state fund for the
South). The Cassa was to play the decisive role in the
long-term economic development of the South. (Paul
Ginsborg: A History of Contemporary Italy, Society and
Politics 1943-1988, 1990, Penguin Books, p.140.) &5
12, The 1950s were in fact the crucial period in which
the Christian Democrats laid the foundations of their
state system, and by this and other means created a
new consensus in Italian society. (Op cit., p. 145)
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BB, hyPz—1 - 7F) -3l ZRDOLDHI2&EN
TWb, Oggl, poi, noi siamo in preda ad una crisi
economica e agraria, dalla quale non potremo difenderci
senza profondi cambiamenti nelle nostre strutture e
nell’ orientamento politico generale del paese. Il re-
sponso delle urne, nei comizi del 7 - 8 giugno 1953,
come nelle elezioni amministrative suppletive, hanno
dato la risposta a quanti pensavano di poter aprire la
strada in Italia alla <democratia protetta, cioé al
totalitarismo clerico-fascista controllato dall’ imperialismo
americano. Guai a coloro che non vedono i fermenti che
scuotono le campagne, o peggio, credono di reprimerli
con I’inganno o la minaccio o la violenzal Giache gli
avvenimneti li travolgeranno. Ruggero Grieco, La crisi 3
agraria e i monopoli, Edizioni di cultura sociale, pp. 12-13.
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