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The Red Pony was written a long time ago, when there was desolation
in my family. The first death had occurred. And the family, which every
child believes to be immortal, was shattered. Perhaps this is the first adult-
hood of any man or woman. The first tortured question ‘““Why?’’ and then
acceptance, and then the child becomes a man. 7he Red Pony was an at-

tempt, an experiment if you wish, to set down this loss and acceptance and
growth.®
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‘I am the land,’...'I am the rain. The grass will grow out of me in a little
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...when our species progresses toward extinction or marches into the forehead
of God—there will be certain degenerate groups left behind, say, the Indians
of Lower California, in the shadows of the rocks or sitting motionless in the
dugout canoes, They may remain to sun themselves, to eat and starve and
sleep and reproduce. Now they have many legends as hazy and magical as
the mirage. Perhaps then they will have another concerning a great and god-
like race that flew away in four-motored bombers to the accompaniment of
exploding bombs, the voice of God calling them home,®
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‘... That was the big thing in my father’s life....and when it was finished, his
life was done....”” ... ““it’s as though he was born to do that, and after he fin-
ished it, there wasn’t anything more for him to do but think about it and
talk about it.... d®
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“It wasn’t Indians that were important, nor adventures, nor even getting out

here, It was a whole bunch of people made into one big crawling beast. And
I was the head. It was westering and westering...”’

““...Westering has died out of the people. Westering isn’t a hunger any more....”' (¥
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a whole bunch of people made into one big crawling beast. And I was the head. It
was westering and westering. Every man wanted something for himself, but the big
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b, £ L THAZIEFT T ... I was the leader, but if I hadn’t been there, someone
else would have been the head. The thing had to have a head.? L E52), ZhiC
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. any organism (including man) must work toward recognizable ends and

goals if it is to survive, ...(9
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Is that what we are becoming, a national kennel of animals with no pur-
pose and no direction? For a million years we had a purpose—simple sur-
vival—the finding, planting, gathering, or killing of food to keep us alive, of
shelter to prevent our freezing. This was a strong incentive. Add to it de-
fense against all kinds of enemies and you have our species’ history, 2
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Quite a few years ago when I was living in my little town on the coast of
California a stranger came in and bought a small valley where the Sempervirens
redwoods, grew, some of them three hundred feet high. We used to walk
among these trees, and the light colored as though the great glass of the
Cathedral at Chartres had strained and sanctified the sunlight. The emotion
we felt in this grove was one of awe and humility and joy, and then one
day it was gone, slaughtered, and the sad wreckage of boughs and broken
saplings left like nonsensical spoilage of the battle-ruined countryside. And
I remember that after our rage there was sadness, and when we passed the
man who had done this we looked away, because we were ashamed for him, @b
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You know the big pine tree beside this house? I planted it when it and
I were very little; I'’ve watched it grow. It has always been known as ‘“John’s
tree.”” Years ago, in mental playfulness I used to think of it as my brother
and then later, stiil playfully, I thought of it as something rather closer,
a kind of repository of my destiny. This was all an amusing fancy, mind
you. Now the lower limbs should be cut off because they endanger the house.
I must cut them soon, and I have a very powerful reluctance to do it, such
a reluctance as I would have toward cutting live flesh. Furthermore if the
tree should die, I am pretty sure I should be ill. This feeling I have planted
in myself and quite deliberately I guess, but it is none the less strong for all
that.®®
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