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I . hiraeth—MI%3 5 NHE—

For some there is no future but the one that is safeguarded by a return to the past.

(R.S. Thomas, The Echoes Return Slow, 66.)

(1) hiraeth

FANIEIC, FEOREAN, HCORBIREHHZELKD L, o0 Tid, L
BTOMEE. [HOBER—RS. b AD Y = — )V X—] (Wisteria, Nod, FE T RFERF
BRI CHFS, 1998.) O TH BRIz, v — L XDOBULE AL R.S. Thomas (1913~2000)
DNEDOREE, —FIERE T ABB~OTREL O LT, BEYIZLBICR
ZAETIDOIERRL TS, NYAFARE. [V — VX122 ZbRiIT7, B
EVII YR REROPICEI N TLE s 2<BEBEMRESORE, HoLo [Tz
X |, "the real Wales of my imagination" ('Y Llwybrau Gynt 2 [The Paths Gone By], 138.)
rHEOEIREIL, ZOoMRICEETAZ LI, BOEFEIBRR SN, 26, #
MEDZERAFOBEEBIZ, W ME—T AT T 147 4 FHZ LB, WOFIEDF S
Tholerb?l, 2H LITAXRIKBFOLOEE 2, P RAXY 2 - VXFET
hiraeth (%) LIFATWD, £ LTI ® hiraeth #FD 5L, HOLHEKRET 5
[AYDYy 2= VX DHEY 2RO T, RIFHEICEFOBEBL Tz, BEFHL
DORTTIZLPFELBLZVTHA ) HRELBHERFIE L KOLDIE, oxr 71y
7 %EZ, LALIEIE, OFELEBBOANEEL LD Tid b ol BII4E
LZ0FANE, ~HATHEHBRELZEFEETOH o767, REEHKZOERIIHY, £
ELTRELTREARFOEEI HECHBBLRLENS D MBS LETadro
72

EZATHITRAR [R] LV BHOFEL, BHEOL NNV TRRZ TV EEbR 5,
Tabb, 20 [F] ik, EEFHELLTIOANEZEEZLZETH), HIKE
WHESLHN DD HMIZEDCRETH Y, BEZITHOMERHEN T I ORI -
7—HOHTEH B, Lo THEREDLNVTEZSDNT, ZOHFEDRELLE
DRI RZ D, BOPAEINE L ZOMEOMBIIACOAEDEAX R L5840 H
E, LTL2E D B2 WA EEOFEBICENEEZLABLHA ), NPT ADHE.
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WOSFEIABERT [RLEDOY 2= VX | HOLDY 2 — )V X & LRTEOHF
X, FEEICEEDE - A ORI, Anglesey (F D 5%EWi - Holyhead 789 %) # [\
Tz, ZhbEE->T, HDE) hiraeth ZH 2 bk -4 L v 7 ThFiF 5 Z L3
KoV, THIZDWTIIRICEET S, L0 b EONEDOHBHEIRL, 714 v
T aiEDIE L DICALET A, Caergybi (Holyhead) ZEmIZKE{HxfHNT, R
ANCHUIR 2 2 Lyn FBIC/- LN & FT, 72T 55 A, Caergybi O 4 AIZER
LT, £330, BIZRZAETO [RETEALE] THo7od7,

LIAHT, PYAREEEB LUVBENERP VS O2DH b, COFTHLUTD 44
P Hid, BONEFEHNTEROBBMER 2O E L TOLORBRORFEME O
WAIEIE Z LIRS,

1. 'Y Llwybrau Gynt 2 [The Paths Gone Byl . R.S. Thomas Selected Prose (edited
by Sandra Anstey, Poetry Wales Press, Mid Glamorgan, 1986 .) [U#® 18, T
LD 3128 L 7= Autobiographies 12 ® Former Paths' ® % 4 MV TR E LT W
Bo 197245, 7 2 — VAGETHMEN/I P ADOBEIENT V4 - b—2 2 HFEIC
FIRRL72b D,

2. 'Autobiographical Essay' | Miraculous Simplicity (The University of Arkansas
Press, Fayetteville, 1993.) DB Ik,

3. 'No-One'(Neb): 19974E, o 3 5 & 2 Autobiographies (J.M. Dent, London) @
A MVDS LT, T x— )V XFEIR (Neb) 5 HEFEICEHER, RS h72b D,
HinL LTROFLV,

4. The Echoes Return Slow : 19884, Macmillan, London, (19894, paperback
W) £I121H, BHOHEA P HEBEIIELH O£ OEKEY, £HRME T,
FRENERIZHC BEICFHELR G P~AEH0BME) 2xBRMICEREL
72 EERE) THRIRE VMR

ZALZEEOWTREFRATH., EbNHEBNORIFHE N ADAEDFEEF —<
ThHolzZ ehbhb, (2 LEICDBRNZE I, [ CITERMLEW®RDE D S),
FOHRMMFB L LT, NoOne' 12id, BLWAERMA LA T LHHE~D hiraeth O
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LFEPNBLEIALNIEDHOLNTVE, LT, 208l H 7 TAH LI,
* ZOFIIBWTIYRE, BFEHSEZ T LIFET, £=FHI2'he' H 501 RS!
EMFATVD,
% hiraeth &£ \»9) I3, No-One' DALH, §XTA ¥ 7 21K hiracth D THS
nTna,

1. [In Chirk] the young man realised with a terrible suddenness where he was. It
was in this way that the hiraeth for Anglesey and the sea began, a hiraeth that

would influence him throughout the years to come. (‘No-One', 43.)

2. Many bombs were dropped in the area that night, and the hill-country in the
vicinity of Minera was set in fire. On seeing the flames, they started to drop
bombs there as well, and a shepherd who lived at the edge of the moorland got
the fright of his life. So hateful was it to the curate to think of the destruction
occurring almost every night, and such was his hiraeth for the hills in the
distance (Moel Fama could be seen quite clearly to the north-west), that he
decided to learn Welsh as a means of enabling him to return to the true Wales.

(ibid., 50.)

3. At other times, as he wandered on the moorland on the other side of Cefn Coch,
he would perhaps meet a shepherd who would say to him, 'You can almost smell
the sea today.' All this was enough to prod the old hiraeth that was always

simmering within him. (ibid., 62.)

4 . For some people, life is a matter of looking back, and although that is not natural
in a young man, it was R.S.'s tendency because of his hiraeth. He had lived at
home long enough, and it was nice to be able to leave Holyhead and start a new
life. But even in the college in Llandaff, and more so again in Chirk, he began to

remember the sea and the whole atmosphere of Anglesey. Even in Chirk he was
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within reach of the hills and Welsh areas; but after marrying and having to move
from there to Maelor Saesneg, he longed not only for the sea but also for the hill-
country, so tediously flat was the dairy land around him. Being appointed rector
of Manafon did something to allay that kiraeth by bringing him back to the hills.
(ibid. , 73.)

5. By reaching Aberdaron he got rid of the old hiraeth for the sea and the west.
What possessed him now occasionally was the hiraeth of time; the memories of

his youth on Anglesey. (ibid. 88.)

BLOBIZII S AF N T —, NIHZEHRZ - TH . AEDOEHEITITFH O
WIRH I ERUET D, PYRIBHOANELZKRO LD A WML L 72R» 6, T
TIHSOFTHOBEVICRNT TV LA L (AMELIZZF I W) OT) Iz
Nahod, KECFERLZEDY 2HEHETRITNELRS B ol ZRODHEOE
WTHoD?, [FB I &MEND L) 10, AEORBO B, #RIE£OH
BEIZRDOENDLLDOTHH I LEMDDIZ, MEFHMN LM TH S Z &b

(2) E®OFOV T —ILZ

19364, 23F D& &, MY RIS 75 FLOBEFRITAET 5 Chirk 12, Bl L
LTHRMELA, 29 LT, BREL L TOEENEE 5, #nLR, Hanmer (Maelor
Saesneg) — Manafon (in Montgomeryshire) — Eglwysfach (near Aberystwyth) &%
WxEZ T, 19674, 54 O, B BICIZEILDOFH A ITH Holyhead 2 ¥ ¥ —
v 23 E (the Llyn Peninsula) ¢ Aberdaron i272& 0 #F W/, Z 245 Anglesey & A\
13 Holyhead ¥ Tid. lROBETIZAD 2 BERIZA ) OFEEE, ZOB$ T2, KigE (8
&K Mildred E. Eldridge) &£22¥12% % BT (Gwydion) %#F2>KEATH V. Manafon
TIEXBE (rector) DML ZH T, BEREFEL L TIELA LBBLRIZL T,

)L TRVWEBOG, )R (BBOBIZIENELILET, P ADFRIG/E
N7zOhe ZOHBAN, WO [RLDYT 2 — VA | BFEL7zOH, 'No-One' IZIFRE
D& BB DH 5,
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By reaching Aberdaron he got rid of the old hiraeth for the sea and the west, What
possessed him now occasionally was the hiraeth of time; the memories of his youth
on Anglesey. But he knew that yielding to that was completely futile. Youth was
much further away than Anglesey. Reaching the latter was only a matter of two
hours in his car, even if it had changed out of all recognition. But there was no way of

reaching the past except through the imagination, as he realised. ('No-One', 88.)

W22, BRI T 5BEILEBREN, L L, ZOHIITERSE. BIARER
WHIW T E BT CIE Do BFETEERI L%, HITEVES shb, DF
MY AEBEAZBEOHIZ, BOWRHICHTREROWTLE 7, BENEEZ/ZEL LD
i, RYBOEENIF DML D S B\, The Echoes Return Slow (LLF, ERS & B&RE) 12
. FBOZ L, UTFOL)IHFORTERLNL TV,

Years are miles to be
travelled in memory
only. The children have vanished.

Here is what they saw

over the water: a beetling
headland under a smooth
sky with myself absent.

How shallow the minds

they played by! Not like mine
now, this dark pool I
lean over on that same

headland, knowing it wrinkled

by time's wind, putting my hand
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down, groping with bleeding

fingers for truths too

frightening to be brought up.
(ERS, 71.)

BRIEROHRT LY
TeENLVWER (AL )7
HOEDOTELHIEL ) wihn
FADSILD Z DBFTIE

HOEW S AR LD
BARZEOT, WIZEEHTW:
FKEN DI

fif & REE % LD T

FEB-BLIEEATH I P
x4, [6 Lo

Z DRV E A & A A

(] &) U

ENPRLLELDOERD
FLTEDRIZFEEZANRT

FlE AR ICHCEESR
HBoEMERTIHETEL DL

EIZI TR, LPALBEHCTITHIECAE 20D, Ebh (K] 2, bid®

MBHZ LRI ZVOh, BEDFFTET L,

EE‘I:%E\& W ;) :L“\O))/%;Ef/:,\%) H gﬁ”,

AR, £HIIATRE, BEE LR Dh. ERERVT, FADLORIZEEEZ S

5.
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(3) kbh/-EFE

7= IWVANIILR, 1752 FASERE (English) 2Fo L5 ic, REMADTE
L LT, 7= I)LAEE (Welsh) 2F-o T/, SfFL I, MMOSELEXBR I
D, EOBERLTEETIE RV, ZOFHIC, DEDOFELMOSTHIIHRT AL
i, BHLEETIE Vv, MBI, EBOBRCBEDENZT TRV, BHEDEE
JRREOLHD B, MEOKM, B, BE, UL, BEEMMRS T, 0EDODE
BOEBEEEL TwA, LeL, ENETTERY, RO LD, 20O HY BE
ETHBADLARNVTHER S, Tabb, LElORBEHIEANFESMZ SN,
SiEix. Be oM, BB, RELERIEUDOVTWE, SHELIE. ThEFIET DA
MEzDLDE, ZhBEEPEGEMBELTR o TWnb, T FFLv ) ZMATRICZ
HD1, SHEIZEIIAERL DL, SFREIRED TSI FTHY, ThEMATH
REOHEIZLE LV, LALEEIFEIC, 2ot FIZBIT 2 TBROGMICIIES 1
TWwh, HOSEFHVESHELHE, $5VITEERTLHIHRIE. BEOKBO» L —HKH
WCHEBEATE, Z2HIEELT L OBRFOPRBORBR LIRS v, HAEOHF THEE
HEOLHMERNE, SO LIZ—BERTZSS,

= )VADRERIE, T VAGEILL o CEHEBREOBRRTOH 72 7TV
BIZBWTA Y77y FFEEEELIB T, 72— )V AFFIEIE ITHBRO R X
NTEL LN L —REVPZFOEFLEDLNDLE V) LT BIIHBBRIZERALS
DREDTAT VT AT 4 DREDLVIIHEERT B, 1979, 7 2 -V ADRKE
BOIREZE DV L D, Dr. Davies i&, oI Ly = -V AEEMOT LY
F ¥ Y ANVEERTLRBATEIO 012, BE, BUIIHITONTH, FORHTOH
L TORTROBIZERTV 5,

..the purpose of our action was to show that the pouring of a torrent of English
over an extensive region of Wales where the Welsh language is struggling to live —
and to do this every day unceasingly and relentlessly — is an act of destructive
violence against our language and our heritage and our very existence as a small
nation. (4 #E . [EFIZ A ZFREIL—EFOASHREE—). =&, 19894,
p.49.) * TH. £5,
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T VEBRICERRI 2, FRZREICO 2206 F, SFETEIEFL ) L LTw
57 1=V AEEWREAED ) OBNT, EHT L EHSENH S English D&,
T VAADPLEEEE, PHREL LTOFRZDLDOS 2B ML TW5 L&, Dr.
Davies (3fF 2 5. BB & 37720 % (HHVIEIAfEL) BEETIER V., BEE~ND
BEIL, LLZOBMBORTII RV, SELAMEEOMFIL, BHEUECKENZLD
72, BIZITSEOLEHLZAEANZ., BARFOANL 6 ARLMEeE CRAICE SN A0
B H HD5, BORKANIZE-TH, BOVYOSEICILNEES LI, 747274
74 AN SELELHERICE ) PRE V. HEOSHEZEDNAAG, b ) &5
AEINLAMO LT, FWRERE GERER) . BEUREK, H5VITEXZ LIS
DILE BB T B IEN R VDT,

GH. U x— VABEEHRSNOBRBSE T IFRAICBEESIHIN TS —FT, 2
SESEIN TV IHEEIAEK LV, HIRAEICLE, 1981EOKET, ¥ o —
NWZDBWANNINT BT 2 = VAFEALDDEIEIE, 1893—t > MIBERZVEWV,
(Frf, [EFFBIEALRSFEDR] pSTEHR,) P ADFHEA (1910~2041K8), 7 = —
NVAFEXTTIIBO RIS o7 LRROBEIC XL, 18014 I2IF80/ S~ 1~ + &
HO Ty 2= VAFEAOS, 20%, 8IS % H T, 192141013 b $°4237.1
N=t Y MIETEBRAATLE o Tz, £DOL, MEFTIE, 72—V AFEZ R
ETAHAANORELOTHBCTH oL EZOLND, BREOY = — VL XIIBIT 5%
FEHKE X, THEEFENR (BVS5E English 2855 L T4H#F) 0—~BELTHT
HIENFEHRTHY, TIARFTOH o7 P AHED Welsh Tid% { . English %
BEELE LTH- 2. HiZ, 2OUBOTFHICE > TOT 2 — VAXFEORRE, Ty A
DHTROIRIZBERTWV S,

It was also very un-Welsh in accordance with the climate of the day. Once a year on
St. David's Day there was a concert, and in the evening a Welsh play, when, to our
surprise, we discovered that quite a few of the staff could speak Welsh. The number
of Welsh speakers in Wales has declined disastrously since then; and yet there is
more Welsh and Welsh history in the schools now. And there are secondary schools

where Welsh 1s the medium of instruction, a thing unheard of, when I was a boy.
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('Autobiographical Essay', 2-3.)

FRIZBWTH Y 2 - VAFHREFONETE v o7, (FHTRFFIZ>TW
bo) MALZEIZ, R TCIOZLIZEMEEIBDL, DR, KoY 2 — VA
DELRIFPE T SN TR, KIEHIIHTsu~r 74 v 7 GYRELR EfRT 72, 1K
Y 2= VAFRELEL T, 225205 T, AL LT English (ZIEfEL D
LMEETL, V2 -V AANTH-oTY 2 — NV AETHLE I LRV, HEE~D
hiraeth LM - T, Kbhizy 2 — VX, HOLDORIEL [KLED T = — VX ~NF
BIRL, HOFroLKbNI-EiE, Welsh OFEVHF 72, N AI2WFDOETH
o ZORBIIW2RMER, Ty £ DR TROBIZFE-> TV 5,

1. After being a curate in Chirk, between Wrexham and Oswestry, for four
years, 1 decided to get married. The vicar did not want a married curate. I had
therefore to find somewhere else to live. There was a vacant parish in English
Maelor at the time, and since it provided a suitable house, there we went, into
what might as well have been the English plain — that part of Flintshire which
lies between Wrexham and Cheshire. And from there, in the evening I could see
the Welsh hills some fifteen miles away in the evening, magical and mysterious
as ever. I realised what I had done. My place was not here on this plain amongst

these Welsh with English accents and attitudes. I set about learning Welsh, so as

to get back to the real Wales of my imagination. I came on slowly, too slowly to

be ready for a Welsh parish. ('Y Llwybrau Gynt 2 ', 138.) * TH. EE,

2. Many bombs were dropped in the area that night, and the hill-country in the
vicinity of Minera was set in fire. On seeing the flames, they started to drop
bombs there as well, and a shepherd who lived at the edge of the moorland got

the fright of his life. So hateful was it to the curate to think of the destruction

occurring almost every night, and such was his hiraeth for the hills in the

distance (Moel Fama could be seen quite clearly to the north-west), that he
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decided to learn Welsh as a means of enabling him to return to the true Wales.

('No-One', 50.) * TR, EE,

19404E., HIEETEOE LA %KD T, Hanmer (Maelor Saesneg) (Z#ELZ b=
A A VT IV REORIZEL LT, BOPVHENICLRBBECLGTIIRALZ LIS
S <o V= VXD, LWEREIE, O hiraeth BN 72 TH 0L H 12, @5 H
BHIEDOWTLE o/, B, HHROLIIC, TFORBEIHEZEAT LT
YUVEREE, MLVWZBIIE, ToEKR, CorEth, S04A40 Y 2 -
AHELEFIFEA LR ERT, Y2 VAHEOFBERET LD, 2000
BAREEBRNBENOIZL E2THhEDES>TWDS, 'Y Liwybrau Gynt 2 ' & 'No-One' |2
04R D D AL > TRRENLB D70, BREVHRTR LA IZu< > F v 7 5iEY O
WKXhoTWwh, LZAT, 20 [## % B> TJ] ("So hateful was it...to think of the
destruction...") DERB L., &k D Autobiographical Essay DRI O & % 5o iX, L
LTEVWEZIZRZ %, Autobiographical Essay (p.9) 751X, - &1 & [BEHREIIK
I Tl ("from a cowardly wish.."). 2% 0, BEIIGT2EM0 5. ZoeEEns
CEERRBLIEIENHEARNL, B UHRFEZEETL1H72oT, FOEELDERA
DLBHDSRZ B THRIREC, L2 LAIIZLTS, BEFOBBICL LY 3 v 73,
BB ZRTZoDTILTELR oD ) Z¥LL, ZOLEOKRITIIFEI
hiraeth & o2 ) LIEEZPER TW72DEHh b,

LZAT, HROFFRRICBNT, ZOFBOETICE S L) EFEILEREDOL O
T %o/ ENTHHEOHDIRE T, P AFEIIZDERELTAS—T5, L
L. BETOHE (the Church in Wales Tid W = — VAXFEROBEDFEH L 7 = -
AL BAEFRAEN TV L), B, FECBVTIREERICHECI 2 LD,
R 2 - VAFETHEZECI LA TE Lo/, TNNFFOSTHEOL ORHMEL V)
bz,

(4) MORE
N ADFOT—<ELTHIELDSDLNELDIC, KEEHELDSL [HOREK]
Wb, EFFOHFE, MIZHEICIER T NEDD, ZOMDOEBREFL LD
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W2, BRI CNEDD, TOMDAEGORE, FHEAEDFERTH)EETLIH A
MOFENDESN, FRTTLI2BRUIIH o T, EFFEORLIIERDS LR,
B4 O NHFEIMMOETORR LFEK, L EHIHEIEIOBEL, BFO L)
BERLNTLE) R RDD, FzBIZ5E 26N TWAEDIE, 172REBO L) SilE7:
Faod. WEELEROMFRBEOR T, BCOFEDIERI 72 2ZEOMBIK, EEIITSE
HLEHLHZONTHMBERLODOTIER Y, ME kR LARRAIL LI »bA
Eaohvoid, ERICIMATEE, LT, BAILIARFLLEVIRELED L\
BRBALLTOACER. RLTEINAZ LD WEIRERIKE, ZALFHNSL,
e 0L EE ZEbe - BROEZRIVETNL, —FH, MrEBL L -WEERSE
ENERT A ANBEIE, BEO—BE/-EH5E0R0 72, 29 LRI, Mo RIEE
ADEBTHOFEDOTE ZE L 2D 00, FOFMDIEH% S THEN SITWILBH
F5,

(1)

..... He will not any more

to our lure. Why, then, do I kneel still
striking my prayers on a stone

heart? Is it in hope one

of them will ignite yet and throw

on its illumined walls the shadow

of someone greater than I can understand?

('The Empty Church', Poems of R.S. Thomas, 122.)

DITREEDF VI

MARZEINE T LIFIENTHAH Lo, FRITHRE

HZOADLEIZ, ) Z3ITH DT 5 D
fAIEE N E DD ) AR E IS
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HEo LHSh7-/EEC
N RIEBRNLEHEDEERHEL A
HixHBDESH 9

(2)

It is this great absence

that is like a presence, that compels
me to address it without hope

of a reply. It is a room I enter

from which someone has just
gone, the vestibule for the arrival

of one who has not yet come.

.........................................

.................... My equations fail

as my words do. What resource have I

other than the emptiness without him of my whole
being, a vacuum he may not abhor?

('The Absence', ibid., 129.)

DRV BN E

MOLE HEIESZDTIOHIC
ICEDTRLD %% CRRFEY 2T 5
i 2 ERR IE

2L, SEEANDGEREETDOA
Fhkd, FIRAATRED
ez OE»

13
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..........................................

SEIER, FEAELTTHERZZ L
OB VI Dz L WERF
CDOEE—MIENDPBERDP—
FNIZTHBRDOET

(3)

Night after night I point my hands

at the sky, a launching pad

for my prayers to take off for their orbiting
in immense space. What listener

is this, who is always awake

and says nothing? His breathing

is the rising and falling of oceans on remote
stars. The forbidden tree flourishes

in his garden and he waters it

with his own blood. ..............
........................... 1 lift my face

to a face, its features dissolving

in the radiation out of a black hole.

(ERS, 39.)

BEbE LIRRICEP > T

WFEEXS LTS KR FHZERO#EIC
RO 2476 LT 555572

HOF D #FENTW DB DR
FBILEROLVPLOUREETLHHE
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MOBKEZELDED

K\ EFT OB O LT
FHOREIZEERTORITHR 2
FIZHODIMEFDORIZEEETS
FizmoEE R RT3
FOBIXTT v k=L bEEH BRI
BITH LD

I.HRICHE M

Holyhead T@®8Z L 724 ERt, M AT EHRZ L 723, 'Y Liwybrau
Gynt 2 "WCHEEZAZLBEHIATHE, —HIIEAIN)ZZIFD bRV, B
I OMIZIZAR S BEDOADIIT, PEFIEFHIE»ET, BOKERZEL
AT, BRREEL. ARV EFA, FROVBIZIIBLTIE LD o7, THIZDNT
F = Z1&. No-One' DF TROFIZHRT V5,

But one must be honest : the boy (=Thomas) had little interest in books. The open

air was his main delight, with sport a very close second. ('No-One', 35.)

ELPLFNTEBITIEDNKIFE > EARLTWD, 2ESL L NBOIIICD
FRAF o 7205, TR LD O ARFREIRBENLERTICLEEDN, T—X T —
ANZIEBT DS E I DL, ZOMEADPL, FTRIZOR YT 4y I RFRIIK
BLTWL, KFICAD, DEVES LEHRORKIE, 5K, Zo%0 ETEEHRT
By, = 7L 2y FIZ&0ilfr {20 TidR <, A2 D ICEL Sh/-BEx %5
72912,

One moonlight night I slipped out after supper down through the town and out along
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a track beside the stream that came from Felin Esgob. The way led beneath the
trees. Tawny owls called: the water flashed and rippled under the full moon: a feeling
of exhilaration at being out in the country at night, young and free, possessed me.

('Autobiographical Essay’, 4.)

WROBWHIZZLDHNDITEL D 2HE, BWARUTHCEY) 770y 0FEICHE 4
J, BB ZEOF) ZMRE, HWIEOCIIBBE TRz S Nb D72,
BETORNZL I, BEREFLELT, ~HOAME LT, MORFEDEREIZNE S
N2 T ATRBo72H, FALL TR, ETLEATELTHEICHEEL L Z L%
FRioo HIZESDS, UV VROFEA, T—AT—RALFELLEFoTWEILEH-T
Wz, L2L, BARICBRELZLBEDENZRALZI LI, AL LTREERDZI LT
b, BREODGIIHBEDOGE. VA MESILRRLE AR EINIREV, LA
25 BRAE (KFH) ORBEIREZENL LTHRICENRL I L2 RBAL DX, HEES
ELFRRRBI Y A DR THERTWE, ZRil, (MAPREL-BREETS) FA0
WALICHA LR hE RS2 0ne, HIES ),

I acknowledge the validity of the mystics' claim to know God immediately: but it
would seem that the deity has chosen to mediate himself to me via the world, or even
the universe, of nature. I realize, therefore, that, because I have chosen the love of
created things, I may not have reached the highest state possible to a human here on
earth, but must be content with the fact that that is the sort of poet I am.

('Autobiographical Essay’, 19.)

EH1C, Ry A DORIOERT T, s L TEEF IR, [BSCEDNLHT, B
EBIOWTOBTFLABYHIRE 2o r] BB~ TWA, ('Autobiographical
Essay' 135 \B&E»N72.) L L, BREFLFAOIGOMICTEIZE D L NIZH
L E IR0 L [FAMIFATHY, FIHEBIFHS] L&2 70 FLLT
BELHZLICPEREZVE, FHEEZ T,
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As long as I was a priest of the Church, I felt an obligation to try to present the Bible
message in a more or less orthodox way. I never felt that I was employed by the
Church to preach my own beliefs and doubts and questionings. Some people were
éurious to know whether I did not feel some conflict between my two vocations. But

I always replied that Christ was a poet, that the New Testament was poetry, and that

I had no difficulty in preaching the New Testament in its poetic context. (ibid., 17.)
* THR. EH,

HARBIIHOBIEY CHLENTWS, TOHKY., HEULIIHETHY ["The
woods were holier than a cathedral." (ERS, 26.)]. B4 2MOEHTHL I iz, b
AL > TR FHOLZVWEEDNL ) 72,

Myself I need the tall woods,

so church-like, for through their stained
windows and beneath the sound

of the spirit's breathing I concede a world.

(ERS, 27.)

FICLELR D DIX, #HEITH U

KELE 72T FDOATF Y FTFADBDNI ) IZ
RZEBEDEIHP VDT

B IR OMREYEH L0,

m. gl oskne

(1) Abercuawg—EENDSH—

Abercuawg & 13, FNx2BREEZ, FBEH LV S DIZDWTEZ TRV,
FwA, Ty A OFRT, FOSEIFEON GIH) oW TRORIZEITWS,
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The nearest we approach to God, he(=Coleridge)appears to say, is as creative
beings. The poet by echoing the primary imagination, recreates. Through his work he
forces those who read him to do the same, thus bringing them nearer the primary
imagination themselves, and so, in a way, nearer to the actual being of God as
displayed in action. So Coleridge in the thirteenth Chapter of his Biographia
Literaria. Now the power of the imagination is a unifying power, hence the force of
metaphor; and the poet is the supreme manipulator of metaphor. ... The world needs
the unifying power of the imagination. The two things which give it best are poetry
and religion. Science destroys as it gives. ("Introduction to 'The Penguin Book of

Religious Verse'", Selected Prose, 64.)

e NHIZ, BIETAEL L THICRDEDIS ZEDEREL L, a—-VY vy VIEIEW
7 d S, AR, B-0BBNEERTAILT, BRERIT). RAIZOME
mEMLT, RBIFABOITAELBYS, 2H LT, BBFEE—0OEBEHOLY
ECICEE, 29§52 LT, ASTHERETAEREDOMIILNADTLI LIZH % B
D7Z, a—=NY v Vid, [FFHME] OFI3FET, TH LT xlRTw5, T,
HMEHLIIHETLNGE, FR, 257 7—0R1E, #L T, FAIAY 77—
FEANGOLE, ORI, BEDICLAHKENELEL LTS, FATERLL
BLEBEL LD, FEFEEL B, COERE P oL OIRT 5,

& AT, IS5 7z "the primary imagination” (55— ®R & 1) #HBET 52
i, A=)y VHEOSENSLETHA ),

A [181% 7] (Imagination) 28— B LT TER 5, F— D& [the
primary imagination] 3&» 5WAABOAEZZHTHY, T-FOHEO—FRID
TEBETH 2 LRIITIRT 525, £HUd £/, BRO (] (TAM) (28T BkE%k
LRI %, AEROLOFTRETL2HDTOH S, FZOBEHIREDZ2F
Thh, BRNLEELRETLLDTHEH, LA LEOEHOERIIBVTIZE
— LR THo T, LEZOFHFRBOEGEHKAIIBVTELRL DEEZLL, TE
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FENET A0 B L, IRL. L. 5T I 0BRSS EE B
TH., ZBEICHELEFIKE L iCmr o TENRL, TXTORMKD (BRLLT)
g L7 TH LD LT, £ T SICKREWIAEE2b0TH D,

(2= v, [XFE=]). Chap.13, p.194.)

-y VORBEZFHOE, PYALRE L Lo L LRSS L L )ILER L, b
23 E—DMEN] %, FTYZEE L - HOBEN LRI TVWE LI EHF, a -1y
VABRHEITOIABICETAODEEZTWD, LALa— V) v TIZBVThH,
NEIHORBGEHDOE L ThHLLIFELIL, NHBRFEOFTIED S05. »HHORME
(FRICEE) CAEGEREIALILOTRELR O, BENZOFEL LT, HOW A A
. WEOHE BTSSRI TLEY) DI L T, #Fid ) shiz, FHoown
REEOH LV AEGES L, b{ b TEHLI)RERDHLMRLY, FHICHHEEL
THhED, ThHBEENOREL, FATEBRCHELE) BENT, RAHHRER
REVHFROBEL 21TV, —REETFEL-FYoET K1 BRIk 2 LT
REIE, NADPEZBIET AL MRDOT s Pard2RRLE) ERAARS, FLT
INEWRIZT A0, EMORETIIZ L, BROT, NIAP (2577 —-0DJ)]
(the force of metaphor) LIERS D72, WORGEHOENE A, FYIFELT, A
MoOBGHOENEZ A, LS THBFEL 2V, BBEHEBAEZERTLNTH
D, BIEMICERERERALDDTH D, I— NV v VDFH L) [T F SIok
HWIZEE 7L D] ITHESR

EC, W% Abercuawg IZJR% 9, Abercuawg & 13fAh, FHE 7 = — L ADFEA.
Llywarch Hen OFFICEB T A7, #2iF, Htov -V XDk Hiz, 2o h
LIbHRLIn, ERPL Y 7 — P THALNLDIZSNIzHER LIIFID, Fo X
IICELVEGFT (BUEE) 72L&, P REED

..whatever Abercuawg might be, it is a place of trees and fields and flowers and
bright unpolluted streams, where the cuckoos continue to sing. For such a place I am

ready to make sacrifices, maybe even to die. ('Abercuawg', Selected Prose, 166.)
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[(RE]
.Abercuawg i3, K4 LB ELL &, FROLNVEALZNOESE, #ZTidh
-7, BAHERNT WD, TALGBFOLO LI, wEBHTTHEL 2V,

b ZiE, 19764E O the National Eisteddfod T, T OB ICKAZEE LT, 22
THRONT VL0, SELHFEOBRL, Pz = — 7 A TRIOBEB A\ E 2
e, NALby b0 kS, BCELERTEAXF YT 77—k, EEOAYLLEI
DA A FFOW RS 5, EIIFEDSED LV IILHNIL, B, BEho
FTHREL, B2 HEBT, VEVRERHEOLILIDHEDE, LIALENLETT
v, SEEMXD LIS, TREERLL, MITTHI LT, #HRFICAET HER
¥IFOEFT oL AEER DT,

If Wales knows those things which pertain to her peace, Abercuawg may come
nearer. ... Nothing does not exist. And yet one cannot conceive of this nothing. That
is the mistake which the brain always makes. People tend to think that original state
1s a void and that being is something which comes and fills that void. We speak of
presence and absence. But we can never become conscious of absence as such only
that what we are seeking is not present. Only being is real therefore. "Nothing"
cannot be conceived, as I have just said. Try, You cannot. There is always something
present. Fall back on language. Call out: NOTHING! It is totally meaningless. But
shout: Abercuawg! and the echoes begin to awake. (ibid., 171-172.)

BLOY 2 —WAH, ZOEOFHMIZE > THIEL WD Z & % 5o Twihid,

Abercuawg i3 X DL BATLE Yo ELZEYHEELIHA, L2b, ANFELZEW
FLIERERRZVDOTY, TAZDDIE, HAVDOHLTHELZOTT, EHO
KERERETH ) FESELCEORELNZTE ANIEZNBTT, LaLEA
i, WL TVBHDPRODE 2 WEELA, AELZESRTLH I LidlikIHEA, £
W, FlE (F52L) RIPEEZDOTT, $TIXBRARLHIT, [HE] 2 EBVHELC

ZEIIHRERA, RoTIHALE Y, MREWVWTL & 9o FHEZIIEICHFET
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HDTYT, SEDOZELILENFL L9, KFET, NOTHING! &, o TITH AL SV,
MOBE®RDL DY A, 7217 &, Abercuawg! LWMATITH AL SV, %9 T 1L,
CEENFOCEETENEDTT,

(2) BRADOEH

ERCHFELRYT (BRUHT) hAd 0, BREAVEGEETOOLLIE, Kbi/:
ELWHROHBIIWMERETH ), RERZHEOBROEHRLE L5 LIZLERN D
bo ZTOK, NI, SOREMICEICHLIKSIND Z &%, o VY ROBEERE,
PB.vx) -0kl BEMANERZERIE I REVH L0900 Lz, b
AR Ty L DHFTRED LI BRI L #HRTV D,

. if we subscribe to Shelley's description of the poet as the unacknowledged
legislator, then it is only by upholding such an ideal in poetry that we can at long last
change the people and lead them to their essential dignity. ('Some Contemporary

Scottish Writing', Selected Prose, 38.)

REVEDL O EEFEL, AHOBERICHED XE LI L2, FAOMGL I,
FHRRFLZENTBOFTEREINZITNELR S ZVwEW) Z L2, M AIZZOfEdR
A - 7o Z L 3D T, Tony Brown DRD—LAZNHEEX L TWh,

As Ned Thomas and Tony Conran in particular have pointed out, R.S. Thomas's view
of the poet's social role is rooted in the idealism of the Romantic poets, to whom he
frequently alludes in his essays. In the interview which he gave to John Ormond in
1972 he emphasizes the fact that the word "imagination” has for him the meaning
which Coleridge gave to it; "the highest means known to the human psyche of getting
into contact with the ultimate reality." (Tony Brown, 'On the Screen of Eternity',

Miraculous Simplicity, 186.)

%12 Ned Thomas & Tony Conran 233 L 72 & 5 12, HFAOHEREREIZODVWTO
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RS. P ADRMBII? VRFAZOHBEIRIIZOENH L, LITLITHKIIZ Yy &
ADFT,INODFALEFNELRCER LTS, 1972460 John Ormond &L D 1
FTa—DFT, RIZE->T [HEN] LVISENFERTLIDE, a—-1) vy
BENIGEZEREFLUCTHL, EVOFELZEFAL TV D, T4bE, [FREDY
TUTAIEMT 27010, ABOSPHN 55K EOFE] L) BRI,

FAOERBIE, BOOBEGEHZEREL T, HRIRINHROEEL ALIIRL, R
ROEELTZTOLZLICHLHE, PTRTEZ TV, bBHAAIHIE, O VRO
NEDORBLLEBEBTALD, KiZ, FOFRTHEMKDOZ Lx BTV 5,

But what to do? Doctors in verse

Being scarce now, most poets

Are their own patients, compelled to treat
Themselves first, their complaint being
Peculiar always. Consider, you,

Whose rough hands manipulate

The fine bones of a sick culture,

What areas of that infirm body

Depend solely on a poet's cure.

('The Cure', Poems of R.S. Thomas, 31.)

7EH, EYTHITE VDR, BEELTOFALLY
SEIEH, 2V TWIZEAR S

HOOBEHET, —HIZETOEHRE
BOHNTWD, LT, HHDHKZIE
WOBRAZEDLY T, LohDEXTAHALR IV,
AT D, EELGERLHRD
BEDLFENHOY D%,

FACLPEETE RO



% RS. b~ ADT v iR 23

FOEBL-BEROEODEY RO E,

ZLOBMRFEANE, FALLLEELZVIITORREOHRE (Fid) 2 R-EFTI2V5,
Woidu < R EUSEEE L o), BEAZEEL., BICIE, HEX2dH0IiE
FOF Ay hEBRIZLEEDNY L Tnh, THILOEMRI-LEBLTCEZ L L
7259,

V. #@— RS. P A< rREEH

PEZHRRTELHAE,S, PADOERT L EZAZBEEXIZTNIE. XKD LD
WhB12A9,

. BISHR L BRIOREN L ELEOMRND 5,

L EREHIEBIIBOTOEDDLDTH S,
BARPMOBETH ), BEARIHOFEDETRYD 5,

. FAORKE, HOOMBHERMEL T, IXNTOHRIIHELIEELRL, BE
DEWEZHODLI LIIH b,

W N e

CAFFELTALE, RIFT—-XT—R, I=NY v P, Yz —bkwnolav/iRkD
BANELFEUBMEHO, BABATHLEI LI Sh b, JHELT LS, BEfAgas
BT AL TELV, DEDOBOFT, NZZoBROERICHEEEDLNT, &
PRI AEASH L, FAOHABFELZ L, BELOFTAL, KFEHONEEZ
THEBLLI2ENT, WEMHREBICNbI, MEENICE T RECY EVWE
W, BRAGATAROF - ERIROPEE)ETH, PTARICLTH, £H LZAH
DEEPOEEIIERIN TV D LI Tidzv,
LA THDBEE, No-One' id, KOBELZFERTHEE S,

Man is a prolific being; he has covered the face of the earth. Why fear barrenness,
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then? This very minute women are giving birth in every corner of the world. It was

so in Cardiff on 29 March: one birth among thousands. ('No-One', 27.)

NEV)EEYIZE, NHIZZOBEREZBRBORSLTWA, 72056, FHRIHE
ZBLEPEZIZDD ), ZOBRMIZH, RO LA TR LIIHELHIT TV 5,
3A29BDH —F 4 7THE) Eolz, L, BRUNZVEEDFODEDIE
Ehhol,

WA LFEONDHCOEE, FhIE, HFHAKTELNEL, BRI EINEIIADD
DEANTEHOVDEDICBE o725, L2LIDOFIE, MEVWLECRYIZEETR
DVTWDE, FRIZL T, PYAMMIKI DL ) LFEYOTREE R HED DD,
HoBEH%Z, [TV b D], noone z L EIFATVLDN, CRIZFXEFTETL
WIETEDLLD, BCOHHEDTAT V74 74 %BELKRDZ P ADANEIZDWTIL,
BEiCl 7z, 7245, BOOEDIEKRE M- Tnd NM % EFET 500, £B, AL
ERLVAEEYZE BERLHLLROLDE M TALIENTON  ZORTTIE. M
EORWHSMZo») EOERMITT, AEFELXITTWwH077, BRI, B0
FENRLRALAEEIZ, ZIMOREBE SN THLERMDOANL, BHWAEL O EHED
HH\LEVFEFIC, MAOEMOEELMUEL TL EHAaHE - RiFHEOH T,
a7 MEENIAEEEZBLBA, G ETVRFL, RPTEIIOERER
ZOEIEAZ TN T, PRRAFERONERELE Y, SERVRELICHDLOILLO
72

Despite the atmosphere of the nursery, that half-light before the fire, cradling
the child, telling it stories, wishing it God's blessing in its small cot, dark thoughts
come to the priest in the church porch at night, with the owl calling, or later at his

bed-side. (ERS, 38.)

FTELEHBOBHDOESR, BFEORDIZOWHNY, Y PTE2ETH, BELEEL
B, hELXRy FTIRLDDICHOMBEN D 2230, E2EEOLITRD, BD
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BT ILIHEDAVIIT, BROBEKT,

BWREREFBORSTIEREREEL, 0 WEICZIoO® LRI 2 AHH, TTORLE* TR
SELBITIE, MOBEL LAY, REBIREHVET, R LEODH 50 BIFHTICN
el =% VTV, BEEHELTES T N 77 T aIRResTT
ID0WEHEL, TRPBMRCHE, EREIEWELZERY WHIUKFLHEL T, O
DEFEIILT 500, ABMIZBZIIREIREZL, P RIEED,

Wales today is a land of pylons and wires, ... a land of new roads full of visitors
rushing to the sea, where the planted forests and the caravan parks are fast
swallowing the remaining open ground. In the face of all this, R.S. well knew why he
had become more and more interested in birds. Since the spirit of the countryside
had weakened, since its beauty was being destroyed by modern developments, one of
the few pleasures remaining there was to see some of the creatures still going about
their traditional business. Birds existed millions of years before the advent of man.
They are beautiful and full of life, and have adapted perfectly to their own needs. Man
has for ages yearned to be able to fly, and at last he has succeeded at the expense of
exhausting the earth of its resources and polluting it, and of filling the sky with
unbearable tumuit. Twice a year millions of birds rise into the air without much
noise, without any harmful effect on the environment, to winter in warmer countries

for a few months and to return in the spring to raise a new family. ('No-One', 99-100.)

GHOY 2= VAIHE L EROE, . BENEFDOPT BT THOH L Vil
DE, T TRALHIHEBENTZHRE FYyINI =7 (P L—F—NT A F ¥
YT W FREINAEERMERRIIFAAATVL, T LAEELHIZ, RS,
(FABHOZE) I EPETETHEILLEELINSL L)X o 7BHMN L
ThoTwi, B (B BITIhEEDR, ZOERMABICLIBESI A TRL
D Tholarb, G DPOLDERITEZTHWLIEYOENIZBETSH I LT,
FIUEREINLEL L VELAOD LD TH o2, BIIAEFHBET AH, 5, MH
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AEDESTHRTN, BEEIEL, EGNTIHSEN TV T, LEIIRU5EEL
Fa i LTz, NEIZRE, RITICEATE L, 2L T, BIFEROWKE L A%
EREREDLNTM R DT VEEE 2 MM, ZKICETBII L7z, FIZ2H, fERE
V) BED, W LZCEE D 2, RELBIEETIIEORICHS, X0y A%,
HEECHTHIL, BRI FETCR->THRL DI,

ADFEH L RATHIE, BE LAV ATHMEES Lo, ZxEIETVL, B
EBOBREDPO, Vv MIIRTB O WEELEM T, TOEZRTKRITTEL,
RETHRREZEAIILDZZ LI, MMOoEGEEEHICTLII LR, BRXOY X
LERERT LV LR BODOTRIEBLLAZABERIZBEL T .COB LY
BR2Gora5 27 hwEREE Fifl, 28R BE3I 20050, OREITE
ZHDEDP, ZOWMRDDHDERELIIVHILELDh, ZOEEMHLHEDOLO®
Wdh b, LONDEEDFEICHAENET T, CORROEEL NS Z LITTET
H ), PEMPIZLEEDN T, TITORBIH LA SINEZ LA, NEAFEICH
YETHEE, REEWORITAHE, TR EDPEOEBZENITHA I, RS, AN
BB S LT 200k, &9 Lizax ViRNESE LD,

(=SR]

(1) Thomas, R.S., Autobiographies (ed. & tr. from the Welsh by Jason Walford Davies) ,
J.M. Dent, London, 1997.

(2) Thomas, R.S., The Echoes Return Slow, Macmillan, London, 1988. (published in
paperback, 1989.)

( 3 )Thomas, R.S., Selected Prose (ed. by Sandra Anstey), Poetry Wales Press, Mid Glamorgan,
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(4) Thomas, R.S., Poems of RB.S. Thomas, The University of Arkansas Press, Fayetteville,
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(5) Davis, William V. (ed.), Miraculous Simplicity, The University of Arkansas Press,
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(6) IV v ¥, FIaxib-F4F5—, [XFEHe] BEAER) ., EERRFEHHE ()
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A0 HEHE). 19765,
(7) B B, [RFREALEHES,—EFOLSHFE—], =&, 19894,

(RS. b=AH»Wo 727 2 — )V AD#E] (R.S. Thomas, Autobiographies, xxxvi-vii. & 1) S5
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