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The incorrect idea about Native Americans sprang from the European concept of
“owing” the land. Native Americans did not feel that the land belonged to them, but that
they belonged to the land instead. .. The great Shawnee chief, Tecumseh, was surprised
at the demands of the whites: “ Sell the country? ...”" The native people of America
believed that the Above Ones had put them on the earth to enjoy the use of its resources

and not for the purpose of selling something they were themselves part of it. (Polestar

I, BHFHAR )
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When a white man kills an Indian in a fair fight it is called honorable, but when an
Indian kills a white man in a fair fight it is called 'murder. When a white army battles
Indians and wins it is called a great victory, but if they lose it is called a massacre and
bigger armies are raised. ... When an Indian is killed, it is a great loss which leaves a gap
in our people and sorrow in our heart; when a white is killed, three or four others set up
to take his place and there is no end to it. The white man seeks to conquer nature, to
bend it to his will and use it wastefully until it is all gone. The white race is a monster
who is always hungry and what he eats is land.

( Allan W. Eckert, A Sorrow in Our Heart , Bantam Books, 1992)
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The years after the Cold War witnessed the beginning of dramatic changes in peoples’
identities and the symbols of those identities. Global politics began to be reconfigured along

cultural lines.

Culture and cultural identities, which at the broadest level, are civilization identities, are

shaping the pattern of cohesion, disintegration, and conflict in the post-Cold War world.
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Avoidance of a global war of civilizations depends on world leaders accepting and

cooperating to maintain the multicivilizational character of policies.
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