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BEDROCK
for Masa

Snowmelt pond warm granite
we make camp,

no thought of finding more.
and nap

and leave our minds to the wind.

on the bedrock, gently tilting,

sky and stone,
teach me to be tender.

the touch that nearly misses—
brush of glances—
tiny steps—
that finally cover worlds

of hard terrain.
cloud wisps and mists
gathered into slate blue

bolts of summer rain.

tea together in the purple starry eve;
new moon soon to set,
why does it take so
long to learn to
love,
we laugh

S
and grieve.
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PIUTE CREEK

One granite ridge

A tree, would be enough

Or even a rock, a small creek,

A bark shred in a pool.

Hill beyond hill, folded and twisted
Tough trees crammed

In thin stone fractures

A huge moon on it all, is too much.
The mind wanders. A million
Summers, night air still and the rocks
Warm. Sky over endless mountains.
All the junk that goes with being human
Drops away, hard rock wavers

Even the heavy present seems to fail
This bubble of a heart.

Words and books

Like a small creek off a high ledge
Gone the dry air.

A clear, attentive mind

Has no meaning but that

Which sees is truly seen.

No one loves rock, yet we are here.
Night chills. A flick

In the moonlight

Slips into Juniper shadow:

Back there unseen

Cold proud eyes

Of Cougar or Coyote

@
Watch me rise and go.
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THE SNOW ON SADDLE MOUNTAIN (translated by Gary Snyder)

The only thing that can bz relied on
is the snow of Kurakake Mountain.
fields and woods

thawing, freezing, and thawing.
totally untrustworthy.

it’s true, a great fuzzy windstorm
like yeast up there today, still

the only faint source of hope

@
is the snow on Kurakake mountain.
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RIPRAP

Lay down these words
Before your mind like rocks.
placed solid, by hands
In choice of place, set
Before the body of the mind
in space and time:
Solidity of bark, leaf, or wall
riprap of things:
Cobble of milky way.
straying planets,
These poems, people,
lost ponies with

Dragging saddles—
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and rocky sure—foot trails.
The worlds like an endless
four—dimensional
Game of Go.
ants and pebbles

In the thin loam, each rock a word

a creek-washed stone
Granite: ingrained

with torment of fire and weight
Crystal and sediment linked hot

all change, in thoughts,

)
As well as things.
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BY FRAZIER CREEK FALLS

Standing up on lifted, folded rock
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looking out and down—
The creek falls to a far valley.
hills beyond that
facing, half—forested, dry
—clear sky
strong wind in the
stiff glittering needle clusters
of the pine—their brown
round trunk bodies
straight, still;

rustling trimbling limbs and twigs

listen

This living flowing land

is all there is, forever

We are it
it sings through us—

we could live on this Earth

IO)
without clothes or tools !
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