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Comparative study on the present situation of general
education in Sino-japanese comprehensive universities
—taking Tsinghua university and Kyushu university as examples

Shuang LIU" , Jing WANG?

Abstract

The present society focuses a lot on the general education, which is developed from liberal arts.
Influenced by the general education in the US and under the gradual flexible education policies of the
governments, universities in both China and Japan which used to value the major-oriented education are
marching to be more free and flexible. This paper makes an empirical study on the general education
of two comprehensive universities—Tsinghua University of China, and Kyushu University of Japan,
which both have similar teaching objectives and talents cultivation objectives. It is revealed that both
the two universities put emphasis on general education but in different ways. Tsinghua University aims
at cultivating “the whole man”, carrying out her general education through providing comprehensive
courses and strengthening the implementation of “core curriculum”. In comparison, the general
education in Kyushu University focuses more on teaching content and methodology to cultivate active
learners that have strict self-discipline. Besides, by establishing the implementation organizations of the
general education, Kyushu University aims at clarifying the liabilities of the organizations and enhancing
teachers’ teaching awareness.
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