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Abstract

A village located in a seaside area of the Iwate Prefecture was tremendously damaged by the
tsunami of the Great East Japan Earthquake in March, 2011.

The purpose of this project was to provide meaningful occupations for the residents of
temporary housing. Between forteen to twenty menbers of district S, living in temporary
housing, participated in this project. The occupations provided were decided each time
according to the results of interviews or questionnaires.

Occupations provided were as follows:

1. September 16, 17, 2012 : Making of soft caramel (Nama-caramel). Discussion and
conclusions using the KJ method. Making of fabric sandals. (18 participants)

2. November 11, 2012 : Providing “Feel Easy” time: tea time, songs with a harp accompaniment (19
participants)

3. March 23, 24, 2013 : Baking of cakes and cookies, making Andersen bracelets, preparing the
Shizuoka hot pot stew, and sing song. (18 participants)

4. July 14, 15, & Aug. 20, 21, 2013 : Making necklaces & bracelets with Polymer clay. (16 & 21

participants respectively)

This program can be roughly categorized into craftwork, sweets making, music, food and
drink, and discussion. Participants seemed refreshed after experiencing a number of different
occupations, as many desired variety. The results of the questionnaire conducted in March
also showed that requests for new occupations were more than numerous for those already
performed. We provided various kinds of occupations according to the requests from the

participants, though not enough, in their time of need.

Key Words : the Great East Japan Earthquake, occupation, temporary housing



