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Summary

This paper proposes a useful direction of the Social Economy (SE) in the area of public policy for
civil society that does not depend on economic principles, focusing on the characteristics of the SE
through examining the trends of the SE in the area of policy from the perspective of civil society the-
ory. After being reinvigorated in recent decades, the SE have played a crucial role in addressing the
complex social problems such as the social exclusion and poverty, which are caused by the decline of
the welfare state and economic crisis. However, there was a kind of the strategic choice by the state to
overcome the economic crisis in the background of re-emergence of the SE in the 1980s. Certainly, the
definition of the SE have some characteristic ways of achieving the social purpose. The social purpose
was be emphasized on not capital but human tended to center around the question of the role of the
SE in the context of economic theory. This paper suggests that it is important to change viewpoint of
the SE related to the aspects of civil society, in particular human-oriented economy based on social
value, and to change from dichotomous perspective to comprehensive perspective of the SE in the
policy making.
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