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The relationship and significance of occupational therapists supporting early-
onset dementia patients and their families by the meeting Art-no-kai

Futoshi Matsushita !’ Akiyo Kanayama *’
Sanae Umehara 2’ Yoshie Yamamoto *’

1) Shijonawate Gakuen University 2 ) Osaka Council of Welfare 3 ) Hannan Hospital

Key words
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Abstract

Early-onset dementia has characteristics that are different to those of late-onset dementia; for such patients, there
are few services available at present to help adaptation. Therefore, the care burden falling on the patients family is
big, and the problems surrounding the patient become complicated. We started a series of once a month meetings
where we help early-onset dementia patients and families by holding a mini-lecture and interactions of families and in
parallel carry out a day service that helps the social participation of early-onset dementia patients. Occupational
therapists participate by a volunteer and do support by providing day service. The significance that an occupational
therapist participates is great, and we evaluate the individual states of early-onset dementia patients finding that
symptom and actions are different according to the disorder and stage of the disease, and we choose activities that are

suitable for individuals.
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