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Recognition of the processes in molding upper limb orthotic systems
that are most difficult for students

Tomoko Nishikawa Kazuo Higaki

Shijonawate Gakuen University
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Abstract

The aim of the present study was to determine the number of moldings required to prepare proper fitting orthotic
systems for persons, and the molding processes that are most difficult for students in an upper limb orthotic system
preparation practicum. A group questionnaire survey was conducted on 35 students who attended upper limb orthotic
systems preparation practicum. The results indicated that some students could prepare orthotic systems suitable for
persons in their first attempt, while some required more than 10 attempts, indicating that the studentsAffailure rate
varied according to the processes they used. Furthermore, it was indicated that 40% of students felt that they could
not move their hands as intended. The results of the present study suggest that further research may be necessary in

order to more closely investigate studentsAfmovement characteristics.



