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COMPETENCY I:

A successful legal researcher possesses foundational
knowledge of the legal system and legal information sources.

» Many ways to assess that students are learning
these concepts

» Easy to employ a “flipped” classroom model to
teach students terminology and basics

« Easily assessed by quizzes or exams
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COMPETENCY II.:
A successful legal researcher gathers information
through effective and efficient research strategies.

« A tool to assess a student’s research

— Research Plan & Research Log

e Journal
* |able
e Qutline

» Assess over the time to see how students
strategies have evolvead
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Legal Research Tools and Strategies Section 202
f.h-:h-:-s,lng Secondary Sources Exercise

iday temnber 7. 2018

larmes Frankhin was about to start his first year of aw school at Penn State Law. While visiting the schoo

n June, he entered into a one-year lease for an apartment with Sandy Barbour, a landlord. The lease

stated that the lease term was to start on August 19 and that rent of 5500 was due on the first of sach

month

lames showed up at the apartment on Aupgust 127" with a rental truck lnaded with his furniture, having
already paid the rent on the first of the month, but he was unable to move I Because the pror tenant
was still living there. lames immediately called Sandy and informed her of the situation. Sandy said, "It's
not my problem.” Sinoe erentation started the next day, lames was forced to check into a motel and keep

his furniture in the rental truck incurring nightly motel rates and additional charges an the rental truck
I

l'wo weeks later, the prior tenant moved ou it, and lames moved into the apartment on

Aupust 287
Since James has been so preo gen paying attention during his
Legal Research Tools and St
come to you asking where
action against Sandy for

research this issue. He has
QET O MDY e Can assari an
iy at the beginning of his

F attention dur N CEEs,
arch plan, Then answer

Since lames is looking fi
you know that seconda
the questions that follo
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COMPETENCY III:
A successful legal researcher critically evaluates
information.

* Focusing on analyzing their research results

» Choosing the best cases to support their
argument

@ PennState Law
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COMPETENCY IV:
A successful legal researcher applies information
effectively to resolve a specific issue or need.

* Focusing on whether the student accurately
related their chosen sources to their client’s legal
ISSues

» Students are expected to apply reasoning
behind their choices, not just repeat back a list of

SOUICesS
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Rubrics
» Makes grading easier for instructor
» Provide consistency and fairness across grading

« Can make explaining/justifying grades to
students easier

 Clarify what you're expecting from your students
In @ given assignment
@ PennState Law
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Should you provide rubrics to students?

* Pros:
— Provide transparency for students
— Create a perception of fairness

« Cons
— Can make grading less flexible
— Provide too much guidance to students

@ PennState Law
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RUBRIC

Legal Research Tools & Strategies Section 202
Bl et et e | iroun Project & Presentatior

Part 2: In-Class Presentation
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RUBRIC

Legal Research Tools and Strategies Section 202
Final Research Project Assignment
Due: Monday, November 27, 2017 by 11:59 PM

MEMORANDUM

TO: SUMMER ASSOCIATE
FROM: SUPERVISING PARTNER
DATE: NOVEMBER 6, 2017

RE: RESEARCH FOR NEW CLIENT

We recently took on representation of a new client, Everet 15, Nevada his entire life, is a widower with three children,

Alexis, age 9, Kevin, age 6 and Derek, age 4. Mr. Banks's wi been a single parent for the past 4 years. He does not have
any living relatives and cannot afford to hire additional he handles all parental duties on his own. Mr. Banks started
and ran a successful job recruitment firm in Las Vegas, how t job hunters and employers use online job websites rather

than recruiters. As a result, Mr. Banks has been desperatel n.

After attempting to sell drugs to an undercover cop, Mr. Ban H distribution of drugs, a category B felony, and sentenced to

13 months in Nevada state prison. This is his second criminal L second child, Mr. Banks was convicted of misdemeanor assault

and served six months in Nevada state prison.

During his prior incarceration, Mr. Banks exchanged letters, drawings and | Fith his oldest daughter, Alexis, and developed a relationship with his infant
son, Kevin. His youngest son, Derek, had not been born yet. During his current incarceration, Mr. Banks continues to call and speak with is children on a bi-weekly
basis and often sends letters and drawings, and, while he can't provide significant financial support for his children, he does include small monetary payments for

his children’s allowances which he earns from his prison work payments. He also sends special cards and presents for birthdays and holidays.

hts:/cfnearpoc.com/neareucaton/mew/ Webpage/ 390615762 iconoriginalpPAWSAccessKeyla=AKIAINYAGM2YWP2OWQBAGExpires=214748304 76 Signature=seNDP2nv5ind8talU2mWS JoTHKR3D

several months ago. The Briggs, who are not attempting to adopt the children, are claiming that Alexis, Kevin and Derek are too afraid to visit their father in
prison. The Division of Child and Family Services hired a child psychologist, Dr. Sara Martin, who evaluated the Banks children, Her report stated that the two
younger children are apprehensive about visiting Mr. Banks in prison, but that Alexis, has expressed that she still wishes to continue visiting her father, Last

manth, the Clark County District Court Family Division entered an order terminating Mr. Banks's parental rights to his three children stating that there was clear
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