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Trving Skolniek Side 1 000 p.1

Wi AAS

LB We'll start, iﬁ‘you wouldjplease, and{tell the machine and me, your name,

IS Skolnick, Irving.

LB Irving Skolnick, And your birthplace?

SK Bratzlav,

1B Brai’;:{;(,aﬂ. And what part of Europe is that?

SK Ti's in the eastern part of BEurope, _

LB Is that in the Ukraine? - o |

X Ukraine, near & town, near TDICF‘M Y Hemirov, %’/&W | )

LB Hemirov?

IK Nemirov, yes, Near Nemirov and Tolchin,
(Wife speaks into conversation in the background, )

1B ' Excuse me, And.could you tell me what year you were bofh?

IK What year? 1902,

LB 11902, so that gives us twelve years before the first World War started, Right?
Now could you tell me, in the town of Bratslav what was the size of the Jewish

population?

IK Approximately 1500,

LB About 1500 families oxr people? 1500 families, And did tﬁey live in the usual
pattern, like in the center of the toun,.,

I Center, yes. Concentrated in the center,

LB And on the outskirts lived the non-Jeus?

IX HNon-Jews, @entiles.

LB Goyim,

IK Gentiles, Goyim, Yes.

LB And the Goyim were, what? What nationality?

IK They were Greek Orthodox most of them plus a minority of Catholics. Basically ’
they were Greek Orthodox,

LB Greek Orthodox, £x Ukrainians?

15 Ukrainians, And a minority of Poles,
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So you had Foles there too?
Sure, ¥We had a church, a catholic church, in the center of the city, In fact
that area belonged once to Poland, .I'i; was rolish,
That's right, I know,
Yes, before Chmeinitski, if you know something about Chifmlnitski,,,
1 do know, I do know about Chmelnitski, I don't think Bratslava (s¥e) is on here,
{Looking at map.) What district are you in? volhynia?'
Podolia, Podolia.
(Some discussion, proing over map as to just where Bratslav is located,)
This is White Russia and this is Kre Mg,qthﬂﬂ :
let's see if there's another map here, |
Oh there's another one,
No, that one is Hungary, That one's no good, That's Poland, I have another one,
Give me Podolski, Pedolski Gubernya, |
It might not be ond,
It's a small,,,though it was a region, ..I"ﬁnsk, Kiev, Berdichev; f’df/wﬁ, Mepane
Podolsk, mggdolsk,ﬁug o He ..L.CJ/M 0 qum Thert '/'///(0&{:6‘/
M.%.'vﬂc, the water used to go in the Black Sea, Kishinev, o, So you
haven't got our town,
But where would you be about?
I would be about near, you haven't got even the main town, Vinnitsa you haven't
‘got either, This is the date capital isn't here dther, Vinnitsa isn't here
either, There's the Bug, Podolsk, It hust be here, Kamenets Podolsk, It's in
this area.
It's near Kamenets,..
WA .
The fact is that r{amenets. A the state ca.plta.l but they moved it from Kamenets
Podolsk, Kamenetls, A1;1'193( moved it to Vinnitsa, And you haven't got Vianitsa here,
You should have it, Because that's the state capital now, Vinatse .

?
And where's Bratslav,
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I3 Bratsliavae should he right here, on the 3Buz here,

LB You know what I think, I think that Chamelnitski came up this way.

IS Yes, he came from our area by the way, Ours was the m{i whnere aewa,lly the
whole movenent started, to move a.roun « And even 1919 when Petlura cane, again
it started from our town, The First shot was from our town, 3retslav, yes,
Bra,ts_lav. Bratslav is historical as far as ‘the uprising af the Ukrainains

against the Russians and against the Poles, Natlonal movements, They call it

L
a Russian word, sa.mosef&é‘gﬁ_ﬁnye, that means to be on their own, Independent,

SBamoschest:mnye, And it actually started from our town,

LB Samoschestinnye? S'Mnoscw .

IS Samoschestinnye -« &t Ufeirieane -

'otmeans independent€f. Samoschestinnye, that®s an
44;;@ ots. .

Ukrainian word, Thati's where 1t actually sta.:f’ced. The first shot was R
And thentﬁo Proskura Md/m oul over ch?’:;.?was in 1918, against the
Sovieis,

LB 8o you say, now, 1500 Jewlsh families?

I3 Approximately,

LB And in the area all around, hoce ma.ny Goyim? Hon-Jews,

ol el ’ '

IS Well, this,.,non--Jews,, We were surrounded by the peasants, Villages, very many
villages. Couldn't tell you the state., I mean the regilon,

1B ® mean, what you would conslider...

IS The smaller villages a.round us, what would you consider...clo_se to the town?
Itﬁg'a.rted 3 the uprising,, V«*"jf/ y in the area, about ]3/,000. Because when
the uprising started, it started witn thousands and thousands, About 15,000,
approximately, The region around us, close to our town,.,

LB Was about 15,0007

IS In that area, yes, Because they had many villages, Bspecially since they could
visualize that the uprising started against the Soviet government, Thousands

and thousands M%D&w . And they were very close 1o it except the bands



L)

- Irving 3kolnlck Side 1 033 Do

that came from different sections, I'm talking about the immediate uprising,

i3 ";Yfl"

That was onlyéthe region, In the avea of 15,000 approxinately,

LB How was Peflura himself from Bratslava®
Y /'(‘_Lx,w?)

I3 HNo, Petlura wasn't there but we had our own, ¥We hadgwq,jy'tﬁﬁ » Shliakhovich,
1B What's his name?

IS 8hlakhiovich, He was from the town and he was one of the assistanfts of Petlura,

Shliakhovich, He was known by the égg; in that time. He was killed aftier by

the Bolsheviks, _ _ | Z
LB He was, |
IS He was killed after;but a long time, he'was operating, He, combined with another

- g wshe Y g Hhawn, -

group, who by the way, you have it in the...SokolovK Sokolov and Shiiakovich.

But Shliakhovich was our own native son, Sckolov was from a different region,

From kherson, But they were combiﬂed. The fact is that when they came in to

our town so Shiiakhovich's didn't kill our town people., But the Sokolov's did

kill the people in the toﬁn.
LB Now are you taiking about Jews?
IS We lost about six hundred..,Jews, Yes, ﬁut Shiiakhbvich, because he was a native,,.

his
so/if Coasackégid not kill Jews of our town, But they were together, So Sokolov

killed and Shliakovich's did not kill, X that means something to you,

1B Yes, it does., Could &0u spell bis name in BEnglish?

IS ZIyachowich, |

LB And the other one was Sokolov,

IS Sokolov, Put them together because they operated bgth of them,

LB And they were Petlura's lieutenants..,

I3 Petlura'’s assistants. Very important, yes. They were very important people, as
far as that's concerned, This is vexry characteristic of our town, I mean, by

: Nt _
the way, during the Revolution, During the counter Revolution &ﬁé—%he Revolution
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1918, 1919, When tie bands operated in that region,

Now tell me, before that time, something about, your family and %ée life there.
"How many people were in your family? Your owiy family?.

Well, you have the children, Well, we were (Fause) my father, my mother with
three children, naturally. And then I had my;the other one, grandmother and
.+ .We hajabout fifteen people anyway.

I mean living in your house, in one house,

4,;o@wu55

In your house, we were five, three and 0 £ five and then we had my grand-
mother and her daughter, five, seven or eight, Eight, The daughter lived there
too at at that time, BEight people, That means two separate sections in the same
house,

So you had two separate families essentially?

they had separate,
We lived, my family and m¢ on one side and/ln the same puilding, in the same house,

Now who was on your side? Your mother and fatherf
And we were three children,
Taree children, That's five, And on the other side, was your grandmother,.,
Grandmother with her dauvghter and another; two of them, three of them, Dora used
to come occasionaily, |
Who is Dora? An aunt? .
I/ Aaﬂl&ﬁo;~4¢a*ﬂ
An aunt, yes,,wo sisters, Two awnts and my grandmother,
0.K, So that's eight altogether.
No, one used to travel arcund but éhe used to come and stay with them, She used
to teach and she was in Bessarabla but she used to come occasicnally,
That'é your aunt Dora. And what did your father do? Fox a living? If he was able
to £ind a living, | )
Well, yes, No, he was able, The fact is, he was originally-a shochet, You know
what a shochet'means. ﬁnd while he, that means something to yﬁu, but he ecouldn't

Ne Ll Ut fre

take it, Pk was very symp omatic, 50 he was in business, He had store, leather

goods,
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LB In Bratslava®
IS 1In Bratslavé, 3Sut my father didn®t come,..he was from...my mother was from

Bratslava, iy father came from a different town. But he was married to my

TivisV Tiveov
mother naturally, He came from Bhwel . o Téwext was anothex
town,
LB Tivol?

I35 gigvrov. It was near Prilucki, by the way. That's whexe youxr parents come fxom,
Priiuki. In that area., In thot region, Againg Podolski region, Gubernya.llf
you know what that means.. Gubernya means state.

(Wife interjects that'ﬂ;vrov was not from Podolski Gubernyi)
Is ’Eivrov. Ho, %&NQDV'NHS Podolski, Priluki was Podolskil also, I remember, yes,
LB So, your father was in the leather goods business, '

IS He was originally a shochet but he was mentimental so,.,.he changed.

LB Did you read the story The Slaughterer?
IS By whom is that? '
LB By Isaac Bashevls Singer,

1s Sihger, yes, yes, yes,

LB Well, that man also couldn't stand it,

IS No, no, He couldn't stand it. That was the problem with the thing, The tendency

was at that time to,,,the fact is he graduated the Yeshiva, And he was a shochet,

And the first time he had to go with the
But he had the background F Htdm Hhat wre his bre éf{ 4 Yoy haa to graduate
Yeshiva for a shochet, So that was it,

LB So what kind of business was it?
IS A retall store selling leather godds and ready made leather goods, Ready made,

» he couldn®t take it and,..

-
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HShoes’ boots and that's it. Ready maie,

8o he had to buy then from someone,

Bufy them, naburally.

Was there a big enough market in Bratslava®

There was a big market, yes. Was a big market, Because it was the ezﬁie, how
do you call uyeznie, like a county, Uyeznie, let's lhok up uyeznie in the dic-
tionary, We were a center, Our town was a centef with, the county center, -

Trading? |

Trading and even when they bhad to report to the army, they have ito come to our
town, We Eggf%l | |

You had like an army recruiting center,..

Recruitling center, Recruiting center, yes, Theﬁ had to come from the whole

dﬁﬁaﬂb Lo our Yom . Was a uyeznle town, What will you call EXéEEiE? (To his
wife) Take a look here (in the dictionary), You look here, uyeznie, (Time to
look, )} It's interesting,

(While husband and. wife are looking} 0.K, So that's what your father did and
now would you say that you were poor or lower class?

No, not poor. We weren't the poorer class, We were the upper,,.not the upper class,
vwe were the middle c¢lass,

Mlddle class,

Because we had our own house, Ve had our own business, We had aﬂeducation which
ix inﬁ:htetel vas a-AQﬂJﬂfba1?¢zr « We had a Hebrew education, Russian edu-
cation.,.

Tell me about your education,

About the education, Well, we had the Hebrﬁew education, if the education means
something to you in this case, We had a good Hebrew education, :I*‘Ulﬂ a“’quidjk‘

You started in cheder,,.

Gmﬁep)hﬁﬁéﬁﬁugﬁerjh@he%

How ) don't take anything for granted. Because if the student listens
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he will know nothing, You started with cheder and you went mntil whati age?
We started cheder with seven years., And you wanted the specifics of the cheder,
Chumash, Gemorah,'@W£4ﬂ64&&;; does that mean anyhhing to you?
Yes,
Well, how many years? Well, until, it weni parallel to the Russian educatilon,

I took after Hebrew, modern Hebrew,., First I took..,

What do they call thai davdeke? Davdeke melamud?

Dardeke melamud, Dardeke means elementary, Right, starting from the dardek,

from the elementary actually, is the dardeke,th&h from the Gemorrah melamudy -
and then from the Gemorah, I didn't go in that direction so I took modern
Hebrew, Mﬁdern Hebrew. Which was a different phase, lets say, if you went
with the Gemorah all the time, you could have gone up to Yeshive, let's say,
a shochet or rabbl or something of that sort, I turned in a different direction
e« (Passe, Wife cannot find uyeznie in the éictionary) |

0.K. So you liveé in your own house, Was it a ﬁooden house?

Wooden,, N0, it was brick and wood, natuxally how they built it in those w®owns,
Brick and wood, Tt was a good sized house?

I*t. Hamood size, yes, Becuase it was in the center of town, M.ﬁ, Wit ‘;ﬂ 7& ‘1"“;0
And. how magy rooms do you have, do you remember?

One, two, three, five rooms put it, The whole house, We had three rooms, but
big fooms naturally, that was the style, And.they had two rooms,

(wife) Don't forget the kitchen wamn't considered a room, The kitchen was not

considered a room,

_ 4&@,dawuﬁa;
And then we had to the kitchen, we had another one swwny, put it that way, it -
# -
et~ .
was approximately,..it was the European towms w12  you know, very generous,
. i _ A
Aplaces.

Now when your father had the store, did your mother help him in ‘the store?

Yes, yes, definitely,
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LB So did you have, didyur parents have someone gho came in to help with the
housework? Or you'sisters,.. _

IS Ho, there was actually,..yea actually, thgy used to help but even my grandmothef
or something like that, but she was gé%ua%&y participating...Siﬁbt024/ﬁ;j?ﬁ?wa
ﬂﬂb¢bﬁ&nﬁﬁﬂi&d.

1B TYowr mother?

I3 Mother,

L Wl then, if your mother was busy in the store, was there anypne...who did the
housework, cleaning and the cooking?

IS No, FPurthermore that was the gquestion is of dertain hours, The person, the day
of doing business was up till, practitally, letfs say up to three, four-o‘cloék.
That was actually the activity as far as thé'store. Then she would go home and
my father used to stay there the rest of the hours,

I8 VWexre the store and the house connected?

IS Ho, it wasn't in the store area, Occasionally T would come out, After I was help-

ing as far as the business wss concerned. Vﬁ"f 4‘?’0{0"‘5&{/ yémuf‘%{é -

I2 0,K, How how did you get along,,.Oh, we started with your schooling, 5o you had

a good Hebrew education,..

‘IS5 Hebrew education, naturally: Hebrew education, As fézxgéfwe mentionedyzze shtetel,
you should remember the Hebrew was predominaﬁt&é]55"%&£twa;“£_. For instance
when you come to the fil1sh reglion there Yiddish was vexry popular; by the way.

\ﬁi222dse there you have the movement of the Bund, I don't know if you know that
one, S50, there you had industrial people already., Jews, industrial people,
who worked in factories,., |

LB Iet's Just stick to Bratslav,

IS Our region we had for instance, a Hegbrew education,

LB A Hebrew education,

IS Exclusively, And then, as i mentioned, later on as I advanced I had a Hebfew,.

yes Hebrew, modern Hebrew, contemporary Hebrew,

LB Now what about your secular education? What kind of a school did you go to?
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Gymnasia,

Gymnasia, Haturally, it was the hizgh school,

How was this a public gymnasla or a private gymnasia? Who ran m¥ it?

The gymiasia was a government gymnasia,

Governnent gymnasia, wWas it in Bratslav?

In town, yes, We had omr gymnasia. de had, first the high school which is about
five classes high school, high school, Above

five classes, And then we had the gymnasia, We had the gymnasia in our town too,

fo
LB Now did you have to pay to go the ¥ gymnasia?

In the gymnasia we didn't pay elther, HNo, ' : e

Did you have to go on Saturdays? |

No. e didn', T dimik Hheiek ,\o"}';%ftuxday? We did go Satnrday, We did go Saturday,
(‘f!;.fe's volce in the background),

You did, Because in some places, in some families there was difficulty and the
children were not permitted to go, to continue their education because they
would have to write on S%iurday.

Yes, That's correct, But in OUL HOWN, e

liow yas your family a very religlous, pious family? .

1t was a very religious family, But up to my age, because my grandmother I died,
vhen I started to go¢%he school, the gymnasia or the high school,
so my grandfather wasn't alive anymore and my grandmother wasn't influential
enough and my mother was, by the way, she ;;i an excellent Hebrew education,
edueation in Hebrew, But ¥ again it becanme, 1et's_say, modexn. A modern approach
to the problem of education., And there I actually, I came in with fu?P/

Saturday business,
Sc then, it was permitited?

Well, it was that)

That's the way it was,
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That was . «s ?{pm‘ﬁ:m{ o M{:HJL 11 * |
But on the other har.c§1 they kept kashruth « \’L-?/ L:jl»&lf-"— d""‘{-‘z’ e Uﬁ% )
Oh yes, ves, As far as kashruth and everything else, was kept. Good, Good, In
this sense it was very kashruth, |
How about your father, did he go to s%ggeg. regularly?
Ch yes., Yes, My father was, the fact he was a bf-u-’-mf/-—fb he used to,..
To blow the hornm,
No, not to blow the horn, He was the, he used to read the Torah, well he was a
learned man, anyway., He wasn't a Hasid, My father was not a Hasid,
Oh he was not, |
Repawse No he didn't believe 1t, Because we had the Habad Hasidim and we had the
Misnagdim over against the Hasidim, Oh, you know something about it?
Yes, I do,
He was of the one who criticized the Hasidim,
S0 he was a Hitnagid,
He was under the Misnagdim, Because he had a good education in Hebrew and Torah
aond a0 em ) and so he , 2 | the Hasidim were moxe,..
Lover,
Thatts right, 0., So kit he did not, He was not a Hasid. No, In fact he used to
laugh at the zk Hasidim, He was more of the plous, of the religious...
Of the stiict orthodox, rather that the Hasidie,,.
Hot in the strict)in the sense of a fanatic, but an Orthodox; yes,
Well, a lot of people keep using the word fanatic. And they say, well he wasn't
a fanatlic, but he was very religious, Now how woﬁld you define the difference
between what is a fanatic and what is a strict Orthodox? I mean, I wouldn't
even think of using the word but I've heard people use it over and over, He .
was not a fanatic, Wmat does that mean?
Well, for instance, if a fapatic, could follow the 'traditiOn', you know the habits

}
9{ whatever it was given over from generation to generation, He, for instance, was
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philosophic about certain things. He would not accept all those things, For
instance, he even accepted my going te school,..

LB To school on Saturday,
is 'School. This is, by itsélf, is not fanatic, Or, for insténCe, if he gave me a.

modern education, was something that fanatics would not permit it, The Hasidim
wouldn't permit it even, There you have the collision, For instance, in the way
of bringing me up, for instance, I used to go Saturday skating which wasn't
something unbelievable, Saturday you sit in shul, or .wha.tever you do on Shabhos

0,K,s it's not important, But hexe you are, So that means,,,and he permitted me

L]

to a degree, naturally, not full¥, But to a degree. So here you have this
different directions, There, he wasn't a fanatic in the sense of bringing me
up, the same way maybe _Ea was brovght up., He gave me freedom _to a degree, he

gave me freedom, So I suppose I give you a little definition of the fanatic,

Mm
IS ‘'Mat's exactly what it is, For insta,ncez M/MM %»L%m.tf <l et jﬁe

Frvimakine?, ded Rgat, & MM

’ ( . IB Yes, I heaxrd it but I didn't know what it meant,
|
E a oe&t&mlmodem approach from the ‘Ia.sidim, a certain old fa.sh:l.oned. He stuck

A
to every word and to every tradition or 'bo\ every habit, whatever it was given

over from generation to generation - same line, For instance, if you
see the fanatics right here in this area right here? (Miami Beach) With all this
stuff, with the,.,

1B With the paiS.e,

IS Pais, isitses you know -« and the l1little kidé, you know, this
is a fanatic, A fanatic in the full sense of the word because God didn't say
you have to do this and this"*/{ula 2 &Zﬁwm + And the modern approach was
You accept it, naturally, he was a Jew, He was, let's say, religious, up to a
degrew, W{Mo W"W AL ﬁz,M to disagree with certain -thing;.

( And moxre or less, I mean, reughly s_pea,king, ida-a 1ittle definition of fanati=

clsn, Sﬁ;a.ll towns, Small towns,

LB But you couldn't actually deviate too far, could you, because you hda the
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weight of public opinion, that you would have to then, fight against, Isn't
that correct, in the shtetel?

' . . : . %{oq;

IS In the shtetel, public opinion played a part, no questlor{a,bout it. But Hhaesk
g L Yl :

neans s Y bundl J/public opinion, natuwrally., You couldn't be e-excluded
or an exception in ‘this sense, you go just confrary to the opinion of the shtetel,
.There was a certain pressure, from the shitetel, you have to go withing the 1imits.

UL v Lo ’ _
Pxzm For instancey nmy way, going without a hat, let's say, Saturday and carrying

your ska.i;es}f D W"‘g oy at meant something for the public opinion,
¢
who-look at this, Th:jﬁar son is going and...But that wasn't any more,

That was the freedom Y0 & Ofigfz&- A ceVpen W %MM .

You see, I'm gifling you more or less a type, I mean the trend of thet time, What
a meant, It was a good thing that our shtetel wasn®t provincial
100 in that sense. Because it was more or less,.,

LB Well then you were exposed to other influences, you were saying.

IS ‘hat's correct, Because of the army, They used to come to,..Ilt was more or less
a progressive or modern or civilized, more or less, in terms of a small town,

Ao nsesunito

they had to come for conscription, Right? (to wife), The a.rmy.‘; They hdd to come

Because it had an influence of people %‘5‘4% %(% -t

to register and they had to train them there, a small part of the army and so
on, That means the high officials we;ce there, It was a town, It was a town, They
webada

had the gymnasia school, we had even a technical school and so forhh, So we were more
than a small provincial town, We weren't a provincial town, We weren't a big
city like Odessa, but we were not a small town,

LB Bratslav is on the map quite often, _

Is Yes, well it had to be because Bialik, if you know something,..Bialik when he
mentions the he mentions there Braitslav, Bratslav, Nemirov,
‘/&?/Ju’.ﬁl‘f/ﬂ MO;L don't know Hebrew I don't think,

LB I know some Hebrew,

(Vife speaks from background ),
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IS Kishinev? Ho he had something about another cone, one of his . » ° ;@uie
Well the fact is that Eiggggﬂa//diifb J&g, pogroms, Bratslav 1s in history
starting from 1600, 1625 I think,

LB Well the Chmelnitski rebellion started in 1648,

I W8, mat's the tine, Cnelnilihi  startes to operate on the Dnteper i Wialoau,
around Kiev and the Podol, the Podol, That's the whole state, The Podol state,
And th Bratslav was the town where the Ukrainians had a good...thexe they were
entrenched, As I sald before when I mentioned samoschennye, <% ﬁas the originél
Ukrainian word, independence, - |

LB And that place was also ovmed by the Foles, then,

IS Yes it belonged to the Poles, Podolia beionged to the Poles, yes,

LB Until the final partition,

IS The feudaliém, the feudalism, it belonged to the Poles, It was Polish and then
the Ukrainians s ted to gight against them, We have even drawings when Poland

T Huido thief it 46 1n Yy
demands,ﬁthey come to Chmelnitski they should glve in,..

LB Oh yes, I saw that, That's a very famous painting,

IS That's a famous painting, yes. They laugh% at the one who came with the message
from the Poles,

1B They were lovely loocking types.

1S They viere lavghing at the representative who came and wanted them to sign, Yes,
So, there the way they came and the Ukrainians were laughing aé:them. They'11
never give in,

1B Now.tell mey most of the Jews in town then, since this is not a very small, a
little bywater, how did they make a living?

1s Well,ﬁﬁh«£%4fiiif#dg was the same thing, First of all, they had the small +town

»

business, I mean the small town storekeepers, Naturally, storekeepers, And we

have those carpenters, blacksmiths, tallors, what do -you call it, the small towm

. - /
businesses : ﬁfm 1&; M %"ML . Yhen charity played a little part too.

et

Very poor,
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LB Now one of the men i interviewed the last couple of dajs said tbat_any Jew
could move to any part of Russia, provided that he had a trade and a Jjob,
He did not(permission. I had never heard that before,

I3 DNo, That wasn't that way., You had first of all a few ways that you could come,
But tha.ti\wecs MM’& ;b(w’.mfor instngée you could%ﬂco a city there

A
were a few ways._First of all | that was Fhe official
document that you could be there, otherwise you couldn'tfggﬁg;zg the city,
That was In the period of the cof...ghetto. They calleﬁ it Clémicuf
alimited area,

LB That's the Pale, That's what they trying to say, CGould you transilliterate, what
was it? Cher,.. Cherta...

IS That means an area, Ossedloisi, where you lived, residence. Cherta Ossedlosi,
Ossedlodtsi, Cherta ossedlotsé,

1B I want to write this down, New that's the second time I've ...

IS That's a vexry important expression, at that time, before the Revolution,

- IB Cherta ossedlosl, And then there's another word after that?

IS5 Ghetto? Uell the ghetto you could see,

LB Neo, no, That I know, Now what was that,,,

IS It means up to a certain line you could live and not further than that, Not to

. overstep,

LB Was this in every single villaze or,..

IS No, no, no, not the viilage.

1B We're talking about the Pale then?

IS About the areas that you could live, Cherta ossedlosi,

LB Areas where the Jews could live,

IS Could 1live and not go out of that area, Now for instance,&togﬂéy eéggithe villag;s
you had to y» have permission to stay in a village,

LB If you were travelling?

IS Well, travelling was not the qeustion, But if you come to live in a village, you
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had to have permission for that,

IB That's what I thought,

IS Yes that is correct, Now as far as moving from one city, it's not a question
of going to a city but a questioﬁ of settling in a city or staying in a city.
They give you a limited amount of, how many days you could stay in a city,
The only ones who could stay in a city or settle down in a city is.a merchant
they called it merchant pervii guildi, first, high merchant,

18 0,K, I heard that, | |

IS Perviii guildi,

IB That's the first guild, _

IS5 Pirst guild, right., That means, pervii guildi, then you éould liﬁe there,
‘That means you had to have a big buiiness, That was one, now as far as
I'm talking about staying in a city, not a transit,.,

Ly Tolive.F | pw&d’zé’ .

Is To livesw/ 0-*&%' u"‘f"h’ That was pervii guildi, And then you had the gues-
tion of,,,(discussion with wife from background) professional, not even pro-
fessional Again you have to be of the highest guild,,.By the way
there is a very important question that you would want to know is pertsenti
norma, That means the percentage of the Jewish population who. go to school,
That's évery important thing,

IB Yes, But I'm still not clear on this other thing, You said percenfa norma,?

IS Percentni norma, That is a percentage of the population, FPercentni norma,

(End of tape). |
Side 2 | 000

LB HNow when you talk about the percenini norma, are you talking aboutihe percent
of Jews who were allowed to attend the schools? Pepcent of Jews compared to
the percent of Gentiles, or compared to the total population,

IS No, no, no, Compared to the reglonal,..l suppose that'wasiﬂWZékf(
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LB

according to the percent, Or maybe it was. evééwufgbﬁi' tooJ A certain
percentage of Jews, but it had to come proportional to the population of that
region, |

8o there was like what you call a guota,

A quota system, That is.correcf. Yes, But that specific term, percentni norma
seo

Now that's the first time I've heard it, I've heard of a nﬁmerus clausus, and
I've heard of a quota, I've never heard of a percentni norma,

That was the actual literal expression,

Now iﬁpour gymnasia, the one that you ﬁent to, which was gdverﬁment I, you
were taught in what language, Russian?

Russian, yes, Completely,

And what subjects did you study?

What subjects? Literature and naturally math, languages...

What languages?

to have

In fact we had/three languages, French, German and latin., In high school too,
In high school we had to have three languages, compulsoty, German, French and
Iatin, |
Most Furopeans had quite a good education if they managed to get to school,

As far as education, it was a real solid educaiion.

Right, Did you have history?

Oh sure, History was vexy important, Ancient history, that was the beginning...
the first %giiéﬁgs also naiional history?hgﬁssiaﬁ history and then the anclent

A
his tow *

Now while you were going to this gymnasia You were also pursuing your Hebrew |

education, Right?

Parallel with it.That was the modern Hebrew., I'm talking already about the Hebrew

education, not the Talmud. Not the religion,

Now, you would go to the gymnase from what hour to what hour?
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From the beginning, ffom nine o'clock lét's say to o thirty or three o'clock,
ind then after that, you...would go for your Hebrew schooling,

Hebrew school : (dem&w with several students:, u&ﬂnight
naturally, It wasn't set hours, Sunset, Sunrise and sunset,

Were you expected to do homework?

Ve did homework under kerosene lamps, Kerosene lamps,

You 4id, You had.kerosene lamps,

It was the beginning, the beginning,,.of the end,

Of the century, The beginning of the end, is right,

The beginning of the end,

The beginning of the end, That;s right, Would you say that living in that town
was a happy time for you? ' |

Yes, it had certain +thrill. Yes, it had a certain excitement, no question about
it, Specifically, in that line, in times BE when we were, We had an education
we were, so to say, not émall towhish; 5o4d®Jﬁﬂ&;ﬁ&ﬂ;“%£{€jéeﬁiﬁaall towmish,

provincial, Then, for instance, besides, I used to tutor too, tutor while I was

in school, Then I did e )ittle charitable work, c’déecﬁiy ﬁv:ﬂc;ﬁwa Widl tind)
Vg 2otual Lty ao ey

I used for instance to tutor the children who the rich used to pay for them,
You tutored the pooxr and the riech paid for it, N
And the rich paid for it, That's right. Well naturally they had to /&f%

for your meals, The ones who pald ;. |

or with handicapped children, That's why it was a certain thrill in the whole _
thing.

So talking aboui the group, my type of people, I mean that group was...
Did you have a lot of friends in that town?

Yes becanse 1t was moxe or less considered a bigger town so the same thing) 1&e§

nears
also went to school, Then outside, it used to be, at that tine weeu;edp%ewhe

Zionists, %//antsf‘ e movement, '

You were?
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Loy

IS Jn f-f\_., %a&ﬂl‘lo‘f 5 s. 1482 Zion, ‘The young 0 means younsg
=3 . LAl Zeii
Elonists, Faole Zion 1s Iabor Zionist which we dida't Fuwtese §i
&g’&‘; Joud. I mean in a small town. But Zion, that much I was,One

of the TAWJL{J Zion, Which was by itself an actlivity too, And that was per~
mitted by the government, at that time, I'm talking about those years which

ver
LB DNow which years are you talking about?
Socialisnm
IS A Socialist group was not permitted, /At, that tlme was note..,I'm talking in texms
of the Czar, That was before the Revolution, Zion was permitted, was
permissible, |
IB Do you remember what year? Beglnning with what year it was permitted?
Because you know what they do, 'bhejf turn it on and off iike hot and cold water,
One year something would be permitted and then li't would not be permitted...
| { IS No, it wasn't, For instance, Tpf/wlb Zion, it wasn't completely as a iJoli-
tical party, It was close to Zionism Just by, abstractly, Leaning toward the...
LB You mean through social activi'ties.
IS Social activities, that's all, But it wasn't in the full sense of a political
party,Participating, 1et s say, in city affairs, It was a close group of
youngstbers, young Zionists and that was the M /e as far as the

political activities were concerned,

LB What was the age, upper age limit?

P

I8 Youwngsters, Youngsters,

LB What age? Fifteen,

IS Well first of all, twelve, thriteen, fourteeh, small towns, we were active very
young, .. JF ung an M/‘%‘ Mﬁﬂg Ye were pretty active because the en-
vironment was such anyway, YI’W (1 &% the popula.r ones were active in

(. every phase actually of the town, wﬁA

LB So, up to about fourteen, tﬂwz‘ o‘wﬂf W

‘I3 Fourteen, that was the movement so to say, But it wasn't a nnlitinnd wo—to-
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LB Did you read the Zionist writers? Did you read Jabotinsky or Achad Haam? or

Herzl? -, ) .
Jﬁq;ggubﬁéﬂify
IS No, no, That wasn't that time, No, not yet. It was more of a social nature

A
e than a political nature, As I said, Tt et ,&,»l?@cxﬁuﬁfg( MM

Wm i

But we were a Zionist organlza.tion.
LB T see, I see,
IS That was the inclination, the tendency,

IB Did it occur to anyone in your family to emigrate to Palesiine? -

U ooy tothal’
Nachnsny Bivso /‘/ Me twra ),
Sohadl, Mo »'2;%/% N //e:;’f:a&é ALV LG St ﬁ’f/

P L
J hnd ne cafle back and he died, But that's Haednerm. Brosse | B
poﬂ)owa&% obar, .

IS No, no, not from my fa.mily. Not to Pa.lestjj /W/
j e

IB Well, as you were growing up, what would be the major influences, that shaped

you as you remember them? Would it be Judéxism? Would it be Ukrainianixk national

movement? Would it be Zionism, Socialism.,,What? W

IS Well, wal'h a m:mu’cp, let's see, It's a period too,%en the Revolutioén came
g DLrELT Heq /@{& whrly Jreerziice -
1ot ahaded 7 be Hevstly

we started to be influenced by the revolutlonaxy pexriod,

IB How old were you then? Oh you were éleven.

is T:’Ech% as tl;e time, After the war, 1919, That was the first,,.the Kerensky revo- |
lution was the first in March, in Feb:pua.ry. .o

LB February, Depending on which calendar you use,

13 March, Kerensky - atnd /Bsézf Mz&{&w FJ%‘W
So that was the Revolution that was actually swept all over. That was 'bhe
Menshevik revolution, You know what Kerensky revolution, Menshevik revolution,
February revolution,,.,until the October rebolution, And then we had new ideas .

( brotherhodd and so forth and so on, I mean that was éwﬁ%&z@a&, dﬁ%ﬁ{;

youth got in into it, But the ekgge(tgg—%the Revolution was something
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of
revolutionary in the full sense of the word, Because, first/all doors opened

up, completely as far as electing even, they called it the Duma., the city
government was started to be elected, Before we didn't have it.

LB Wou're talking about, now, Bratslav,

'_ IS DBratslav or every town, it was involved That was actually, the reformists

wso
wanted the Menshevik revolution, the February revolution, Kerensky revolution,

LB Well, I don't think I would call it actually a lMenshevik revolution, I would

say the Kerensky government xwmingx came into power, hecause it was a coalition
government actually, wasn't it?

IS Yes, but it was a Menshevik in the sense,..it was a coalition government but it
was inclined on the Menshevik side, not on the Bolshevik side, The Bolsheviks'
for instance, you know what the Bolshevik and the Menshevik means? Minority
and the majority., Yes so the Kerensky party, that was/ilggcial Democratic
Party, So the Menshevik was the Kerensky group, a whole group of them and
that was the Boléheviks, that was in 1905, I don't know if you are familidxr
with the Lhiakos . In 1905 was a Congress and that was the
erucial period where the Mensheviks, they had to decide what is the.50cialism...

LB That was the Second International Gongress?

IS That was the Second International Congress? No, I'm talking about the Rugsian
socialist party., Russian Social Democratic Party, And that was the split be-
'tween Mensheviks and Bolsheviks, Andlﬂﬁat was the definltion why Menshevik and
Bolshevik, Some decided they would go through reform,/%gnzizvgis were concerned,
Revolution, slowly, they will educate the people. The Bolsheviks said we have
to build the party, that the party will take over, Never mind this reform ox
changing or education and so on, We have to teke it by power, the power is in
the hands of the ones who have the power., That was Lenin's revolution, The
Bolsheviks, So the Bolsheviks were ow Lenin's side and the Mensheviks wére an
Kerensky's side, Q%Jiigirta/ the minority and the majority. So that was
the revolution of the February revolution, Amd{ﬂgen the February revolution

oo adoer .
came naturally the whole, life all over the city, the small towns started to
A
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o /JM/ Crenind

bloom you know,New life. Schools started, Courses started. Hebsew A
courses, modern approach to education.,.a whole new 1ife started with the
February Revolution, Didn't last too long, but that was @ cewfuel fﬂy{pé’ :

LB Now were you involved in either one of these political...

I8 DNo and even ‘the let's say, the Tseriei Zion were involved too, because they
were part of the ?MUL . that time., The Tseriei Zion. Because revelution it
ggw freedom and so on, against the Czar and 80 on, so we participated in our
owWn way, &&&&dfmg , ;pmﬁaf

. LB Well, but what I'm asking you is...you were only eleven then, so you could
hardly have been a Paxrty member,,.

Is AJU,“\ e, wetALL older.than that., It was in 1917, yes 1917, But that was
young yes, Buletiul wie . we (o ell szxg, Al -

IB Now what about your father? Was he in‘a,ny way connected...

I3 No, that was the.pogroms. When you come to 1917 my father was killed,

LB Your father was killed,

IS My father was killed, That was the time of Lia.khevich . mat was a group,
That was a national group, Along with Sokolov, He was killed by the Solkolovs,
And that night, we had two,three nights, small towns and there were mkmut six
hundred fifty people were killed, And there where the problem came out and I
actually buried my father and everybody was afraild to come ocut and s0 on and
so forth, They were three days, two days, Two afternoons where the whole thing
happened, That was in, that was 1919._#&‘ ter the Petlura ,O«W d’/vu(.:
Thexe the Liakho V‘d"5 and Solkolovscame to our town and they had even

! Hhe Liakhavich aek W SOKIE. .
separate, dressed diffewently, THE MAKhOVICH The Solkolovs _kll‘___;l_._?.s]_.
the L1aKhevich  only robbed-but they didn*t kill the peoples Thoush the
Iahovichs in other towns did kill, But not in our town, So here wher_e they

actually split and we had two,.,or mutwal oxr a way of working togethex, He

did one part to one Jwﬁm “q Selabpre Lcalﬁ.wu&»

/
If that means something, M”%“’ /y in poetry by the way in Yiddish
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o
there is mentloned that af7ut Thoar %KM«@ -
You mean in Bialik's...
Not Bialik®s, ILater on, later on, Where they lived through all those pogroms,

There's a guy Cantor, Kantor a poet, mentions all "those'things.

Kantor?

‘Cantor, A poet, He died., Was here in this country, He came frolm the same.,.
next town to ours, A small business dekonee . Vi/f&é{dﬁ W~
So that was the 1919, that was the time of the pogroms, '

Well, abtually the civil war wasn't over till about 1921,

that was

Tn 1920, 1921, Yes/still with the Polish,..I don't know if you're familiar with
the civil _wa:; with Trotsky. They went to, near Iiarsa;ﬁ. They had to retreat,

Petlura went to Warsaw, No? |

No, Petlura stopped at gigavkdkiﬁg,t)nféqagyz That's_where he stopped, He claimed
that he's the head of the Ukraina, pmme states,

Oh maybe Budyenny went to... _ _

Well Budyenny, no not Budyenny., Trogsky actually went. Trotsky was the Commissar
‘at that time, Secretary of War and he was the one, he went.,,no Budyenny
wans*t the one,,.and he went straight.up to Warsaw, And there where the Alljes
organized the terrific pressure on them and they had to retreat and they were
disorganized M&,\(&-ﬂ% M M;ga‘t.’s whereTrotsky actually lost his hold
on the Russian government, that time, 1920, 1921, '

That was how you saw it then? _

Yes I was in Kiev at that time,We had leaders, General Zo;folsky,)‘{%.]: Vrevctled

avimd as long as my father was.,,when my father was killed I started
to travel around, over Russia, ﬁge? the aimened Teiws and that was the

civil war. M AL téﬂ M WAL

Well you had to have a position in order to travel around, .
| TAtudeed , -
No, no, I didn't have a position, Itravelled because I was in the Lj,.
kel A

4 And T travelled in the sense I was in the @trtswed. VAaunas | T travelled
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to (dessa, and back and on the way,..

LB Well that was Trotsky;armored trainﬁ'

IS The armored train for generals, ‘the Red Army, But as far as VWarsaw was concerned
that was the offensive up to Warsaw and then they had to retreat. The English,
Amexican army, the Canadian army gave thém supplies, big supplies and there
they started to pressure them and they couldn’t hold on any longer and they
were disorganized, running back,

LB Now my mother claims that that‘s when they sacked the town that she was working |
in, I don't remember the name of that town, She was working in an apteka at
that time, And she thought it was Budyenny's men who came through that town,

IS And what happened? |

LB Well they got drunk., They were on their way back..;

IS Oh no that wasn't the Budyenny army. I know udﬁytkuﬁa hitz 326, There were two

armies Z‘ \; LoLiap € Takag o 11 Ay They're both the Red army.
But they wexe up front., The avanit garde, And when they came in, as in evexy
army, it's the same thing, though the Red Army were looking for peace, not for
peace, for order, so to say, But the forefront, they were actually the avant
garde, and when they came in,they did the samelthing as the Petluras, The first
ones, And then immediately came in the government, so to say, and everything was
in order, But the front, they were the P ”'ﬁf?fr' R TN 5'Hgt the
Budyenny. V

LB Not Budyenny. Who would it be? Could you spéll it?

IS Taraschantse Baguntse, _

LB Baguntse. They were the forefront. Hodieeamyx These weré two.generals?

IS No, they were two armles, the Red armies, Taraschantse Baguntse, under certain
‘et waa W rame ~ Targachan U Baguw .
names.nbaybe under certain names, But 4ld you readthe And Quiet Flows the Don¢
LA
You did read it,. They have something else about the Eighth Army, The same thing

was with the Eighth army in And Qulet Flows the Don by Sholokov, There you'll

find it, That that army, that was the Taraschantse, Bagun$se and the Eighth army
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when finally they came in and they grabbed him, he was in our section;‘the v
v CEAME TGV, )
Eighth army, there's the name of the genexal, we remember hlm, until he came
dcwwmib Sﬁwf'iw M
out and started, Genoral‘{the Eighth army so and so, and grabbed him andthf

exposed him and so on and so forth, Thexe you'll find it, Finally thexre was
an order from loscow, that we'll wipe out all that region and you*ll find it
there, And that was the fxwm two of them who were very rough, When they came
in the impression was a.lwa.ér that, they are the Petlura.s. But they were the |

4

It was anything, whatever they had on the way, they put it on, all kind of

forefront, the first ones come in, dressed even not like in the army,
Jackets and so forth and so on, but they were the front, The roughest of all '
of them, And as long as they moved zn further, ih came the government or Come

J%ﬂi .
o the city, I had the same thing., They came

missar whatever it was,
into our town, Not Bratslav, I was in Nemirov, I was sick with typhus at that
tiﬁe. They canme in and nearly killed me that time, I had a high tempera?ure.
B AR =
Anyway that was the sltuation because they were the rough ones, the impression
was they're bandits, But théy were the front, Front line, In every army it's
the same, In the American army the same thing, The All the armye¢sThe rough
necks are being sent in front and they are reckless, whatever they can do, they
do, Permitted, Tt's peimitted. You can't control them anyway, Because they're
so wild and desperate anmiso on, They'll come in and do anything, They'll rape
and rob, but as long as they move a little futther, immediately.cdmes the or-
ganized power, oxganized government and everything. So she didn't mean Budyenny,
Budyenny wasn't that time in that area, It was the ax Baguntss{ Taraschantse,
if the name means something, it was that movement,
No, 1t doesn't to he, but T know she kept repeating Budyenny.
Not Budyenny, No, Budyenny no. |
Where was he?

Budyenny was ‘that time,,.filrst of all, he wasn't known that time, He wamA't one

of the,..
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Has he a Red?

Sure! He was a Cossack, He was a Coasack, He came from the Don,

But he was a Bolshevik?

Naturally, He vwas in the army, And he was inthe army, the Red army. But he
vasn't that known, That time, there were other, if hames nean something,

Zatonsky was a good general, Vbroéhilbv was a good general that time. Voroshidov
who died,., -

He became, later a general in the second Weprld Var,

Iater, Secretary of State, uh, Secretary of War, No, Secretary of War, We had
some other ones, At that time, m€x for instance, in the fifst Russian Revolu-__.
tion, uwh, in the beginning we had Tukhachevsky, who was a known man but he was

shot after by the Stalins, Tukhachevsky was very kmown, Yakir, there are many
Soviet generals, You'll find them in the (J\Paﬂt%ggg 5y  Yyou know, in the
history., They were outstanding generals as far as the civil war was concerned,

1ﬁ¢+a?&,a. ¢ o
but after Stalin™s P with Hitler, there was a whole L 200 0
_ and they were shot, by the Soviets, And ,

they were the outstanding, the most brillia.n‘i:generals. 'L,MJM«.({‘, Wa}b:
:Lgﬁlbif' ' a wnole group of them were bery prominent during

the Civil ¥War, PFor Instance, in our area, it was a general, Brusilov, By the
way, in our area, Podolia, Brusilev  wag a known general of the Czar axrpy.

And after he came over to the Russians, to the Red army and the Soviets controlled
him, Controlled him but he was a good general, A prominent general, Brusilov;

He was in owr region Yasfime I}Bﬁ{Si[e»’ . He was an old Czarist general but
suddenly he saw he couldn't find his way out and‘they put a commissar, a political

commissar over him, controlling him, checking him, so on, but militarily, he

was very good, and his strategic («s

LB Now what happened to him?

IS Well, he lived, They didn’t shoot him, He wasn't shot, But he was an old

general, They shot, actually, the old good commissars, the old Communist
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commissars, they shot, But he was an old Hikelas, one of'those group, Ivan
Ivanovich, uh Hikolai Nikolievich and that Brusllov was one, so he died after
Promtiten t 8 U/]L
all, But they let him go on because he had a good,..Commurist general& were
controlled fully,politically. 4s far as militarily, they let him go. As Ffar
as politically they checked and controlled him. That was Brusilov,
That was in our region, The Red army Camu cedit ﬁh{;ﬁ;ﬂb

The problem now is, let's see, you left, what year was it when you left Russia?

Actually.

I left my town in 1919 after the pogrom§, I left my town,

After your father was killed, you left,

Well, I left, Yes, The town became, hard to live thére, and I went to Nemirov,
Nemirov, that's another town, In FNemirov I started to be active in every way,
I started to teach in public schools, Anyway, I was very ac-
tive in the Zionist movement. There where I became in Halutz movement, the

Halwtzim, 1 travelled to Calicia, throngh Galida , I stopped in L AWy & o v,
SHa b, N certain towns . L CQame o Slemealord .
Thoughii}was Zﬂﬁﬁé&ltb{bﬂ) hecause I was active under the Soviet Sys-
tem, I worked there, I had documents. I was teaching in the publiec schools, |
at that time, in Nemirov, agd I had documents that I used to teach. And through
those documents I went xm/iighgioup across the Galician border and I came over
to the Polish side,
And what was your purpose on the Polish side?
Going to Israel at that time,
You were going to Israel?
Israel, At that time I was definitely outspoken, fully Zionist,
But you didn't get to Israel,
No, I stopped in the Bukhovina, Cernovitz,

iin the where?
Bukhovina, Cernovitz., In the Galicia, And then I went %o Kishinev,
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}{,5&,“4€, Bessarabia, And I did have documents, The fact is I was 4&2,
Keak d-ﬁ'wu £ Halutzim but they didn*t get my d ts%%Mf?ﬁMTM
group of Halutz ey ge't my documen official Jferuswd
coming from Tel Aviv or Jerusalem, 5S¢ I went to Kishinev, to Bessarabia, So
that's where a new life startéd. I became a revolutionary anl so on,
LB You started bo be a revolutionary in Bessarabia? Once you were outside of Russia
you became more revolutionary?
i way sliape
I3 Hore revolutionary. That was natural, beca¥ﬁe :rszA&hJ&4g Eberythlng
was strange, as a matter of fact I wanted to go back to Russia, In Bessarabia,
And I started to })Kij ; I started to work, I graduated technical schoel,
LB there, in Bessarabia? |
I3 In Bessarabia, Kishinev, That wasg the expense the Joint paid already..The Joint
Distribution Committee, And I graduated from school, a technical school and I
had my test in City Hall, I got mj license there as an electrician, In the mean-
time I worked in the factpry as-electric /M%&cgﬁﬁéedﬁf . And I became @ reve
olutionaxry thére. There T actually turhed more left,
LB Now this was after you left, the Seviet Union?
IS That's correct, Because the environment actually, When I was, for instance, in

Galicla, I was there several weeks, I worked very hard'during the night, with

the mill you know, In fact, the environment'was extremely heavy you know, No

wsmp L\ﬁé.e,a,&dé/ o Aabicia, Oums oo OROHay~ gohtn 2le =Lt -

\-\a

and conditions were very, very hard for us, And so I started to move further,
Mnd T came to Bessarabia, And in Bessarablia X nafurally I didn't know the,.,
the language played a part with ne, thoﬁgh I spoke Russian, In fact I used to
teach Russlan there, Russian in Bessarablia, Because the Russian language was
predoninant,,,.still Russian, Though Rumania had it, at that tinme,

LB Vhat year are you talking about?

IS That was in 1919, 1921, 1922,

IB 8o the war was already over three years,

IS Oh yes. The war was over, In fact, when I left Russia the war was practically
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over, 1921, The war was over,
In 1918, The war was OVETX, ..
No, no, I'm talking about the civil war, the war with Pégluras, the war with
. Aaade
the Polish and so forth and so on, The war with the b&aé&%3414cdixbﬁgir£,
I'n talking about the world war was over,

Well, the world war was over when the Soviets, they settled the Brest Litovsk
peace, That was the end of it. 7‘/(—%6 W’ﬁbﬁ& \SA&LEMO... ‘f/(,ﬂ-% ‘VWU‘* AT

Qs far as concluding the yar, &L Glal. /ﬁoéé/ul W ’Z;é
‘”’”2% (b tmo 24 //7 A /@w

Because the army was exhausted, the Russian army wasn't prepared for the war,
Especiaily dragging that long. And they were betmayed. And the generals weren't
wbrking. And the equipment wasn't there., They were exhausted actually, KZ?J%ZQ??'
ekl g e, -

They lost the hhermesndttiq s

They weren't equipped for the war, for the war with )ﬁf/’fw M
soy as far as I was concerned, so I went on to Bessarabla, Again it was/42§;z¢gpz-
‘environment and the language, IN fact, just coming to this country, I was here
five years and I went back to Russlia, And I lived in Russia and I had a big
position there,
Is that right.

In the CaucausHs thewe,; where what's hié name, he wrote a book in that section

It was in Rostov I was for a year and a half, There I had a position already

in the Soviet governpent., He wrote And Quiet Flows the Don, Sholokov, I 1ived

in that area@ for a year and a half in Rostov, the capital of the Caucasus,
Now what year was it that you went back?

Back in 1931 up to 1933,

‘You were there a year and a half,

I lived in Rostov,

In what capacity?
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IS In the capacity, I supervised certain work., I had charge of a political job
already there, As fat as helping the Russian workers with the foreign, I was
there with the oel }wﬂdh’ Gl f(iﬁi%,.the shoe industry, The shos industry, biese
the agricultural  machinery was there, the biggest factory in Russia, Rostov,
the biggest factory of agricultural machinery, Plows, combines, all that, I was

.in ft‘{a:grpp where they ﬂa& té@ﬂeigggfézi}}s. The biggest eﬁgghfggigii in
Russia and 1 waé the intermediary,'between.the forelgn workers and the Ruésian'
workess, The Russian workexs, They get the best out of the foreign workers and
then to 1lift the Russian, there was always a xift beiween the Russians,.,they
couldn't adjust themselves., They couldn't understand each other, So I waS tﬁe
one, not only myself, there was a whole group who worked in the area t0,..
the Russian and the foreign workers, Czechoslovak workers, German workers
or BEnglish workers or American workers. Flrst of all they lived separate-

1y, the Russian englneers lived separately. The idea was to bring them together
and exploit each others knowledge, To get the best out of the American workers
or the English speclalists. So that was my Job that time., That was my Jjob, I
was there, I lived there for a year and a half,

.LB Now did you go over alone®?

IS No, With my wife, But that time we were just married, The fact is, as far as
conditions, I had the best conditidns. In fact, I didn't want to éome baék any

moxe to this cowntry,So then I got married and that was the time she Ceang, aly;

WMW
84?4*6 M Mm@&dﬂ% The fact X% she gave birth on the

A
boat, so she Just came,..

LB Oh, she go¥ pregnant. S0 she wanted to come back?

IS B8he wanted to mwrexkagk give birth here, And as far as conditions, the econonic
conditions were, for me, spgcifically, because I was a privileged, high positién,
I had a vexry high position, the fact is my Jjob was to travel, They gave me the
best accomodatlions and I travelled., And that was the purpose of my Job, you see;

To el wp, iy ouno on “ e |
0 ‘fﬂ?, ko L I knew fluently Russian and BEnglish already at
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time, So Jadic ccz&*zwﬁ%:o é%i y

Because there were rifts all the time, Frictlons, All the friciions, The English
couldn't uwnderstand the l:h_lssiansla\mH they kept them separate, and they didn't
ta.ke, M 717/{%“{ D ﬁ/" WZ%@/ at that time. At time, specially
in those years when money was very scarce because they were,,.there was friction
in the Party. ez (Wi}é& C&MW%@% the Communist Party at that time.,
Including the party of Trotsky, Zinoviev, Kamenev, all that, Anywajr, so that
was it, I was very close to¢ them, sc that was my jcﬁ} bectuse %%dz ) M-‘
economically, politically I was extremely good,., And the best conditions, But
she, Brucha (his wife) she wouldn't feel like staying, giving birth to a child,
Take that time, 750 rubles, the. center of the town were my quarters

and I had the biggest hotel suite., I wanted to stay and never thought of going

back, I don't know eventually what would ha.vé happened, That's something else,.

But at the time, it was excellent, I was in a high position} Mt Zf& W

They kept me there. Bui she decided, we
' b AT i
came to the, write to the a.ui.horitles, I gave even up even American W Yk -
Uk werd. b0

I nean- for Just five years, we canme backh Then explained the situvation, so and

so and so,and they gave us back the papers, “zég/fm WW‘

That was the end of it,
LBI Is your wife also from Russia?
IS She's Russian too, The fact is, they gave her all the chances, They wanted to
send her to a conserva:hory; ,zyfc& M&ex Aert BF (“f?, A _ &w /&@‘Zt’b"
In Wosoow they wanted to Jpecl her in the Comintern, she should work
as a translatoxr, t:gt we _travelled,..as long as I had a high position and,..
but that was theMﬁ is, I had it good, especially in 1933, c.onditions
were impossible at that time, you know before the New Deal, it was the most

depressed situation in American history, Unemployment and so on, So I .h%fo d'd(/llf(/‘vl

3;&@,‘9’* ﬁé Akt come,?back, but we decided that was it, If she gives
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birth, she gives bdxtk it right here in this Country; not in Russia,

Were you sorry to come back?

In the beginning I was extremely sorry, because I didn’t feel like coming back,
First of all, the language which meant at that time, and the environment and
the social conditidns; the economic conditions and so forth, And as far as
specially was concerned, I mean as far as gualification was concerned, I mean
Toee |

(Tape ends?
(side 3) 000

I won'g keep you too much longer, You know, it's sort of intereéting because
you were raised in a vexy, in a fairly religious home, righﬁ? and you Were
hot a revolutionary to starf kith, You coxrect me if I saj anything wrong,

Correct, Correct, Correct, It couldn't be becéuse the environment was fﬂxlf«
Religious education, upbringing

Upbringing and environment and %traditidnal surrougﬁings, right?

Right, This is the bvackgroung,

And then all of a sudden, you hecome a revolutionaxy.

Yes, because conditions were,,.don't forget the environment changed,

Did you see that this whole thing seemed to promise something good xm/{gz
future? Is that how you saw it then? -

Naturally. First of all, my way of life changed, My way of 1life changed, I
started to earn and there I had a certain.,,a roof over my head, I had certaln
economic conditions, ..

(Wife re-enters after telephone confersétion. Tapef off, )

Iet it get started again,

Now, let's talk moxe syecifically,lyes?

Well, I'm being very specific, Because I want to know what it was that made
you do a "flip"? You flipped,,

It came out of that environment, Because I came out of that enfironment. I
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started to work, as & YyOoUNZ,..early age,..

What were you working as? |

I was there working as & I said, I came, for instance, when I creossed the bor-
der, First, the revolutionary, becéuse the revolutionary period is aiso sweeping
2ll over the country, It was a séntiment.

I know, In Russla,,. _ _ N

In Russia, right, |

In Russia itself. In Bratslav, As soon as your fathexr was killed, you left,
Right, Right, | |
And you started travelling around the countxy, ' A ﬁf;
Country as a, as a protection, You see, at thgt timelit was af?gzzig:;;n be~-

of the
cause/yauxsme, bandits or the counter revolution or whatever they called them,

the Petlura, was still cééﬁiﬁr:rﬁnniu£%9ﬂ, they were operating in all those
regions yet, So 1 ran from one area to another Just forx safety's sake,
C.K, ﬁut you say you travelled in the armored cars,
Armored cars because that was the only way to go, There wasn't anything else,
But how could you get on to an armored car?
It was permitted. Because they would be acfually moving from one town to the
That was the way they ran
other., They permitted people to come into these cars,/FrERXLREXHAIKEREYHLIH
from towns, 3%&-* fZJ?LaLu
But didn't you need to have a pass or money or something? There must have been
millions of peoPle on the run, | | |
charge you for
No, Free of charge. Free of charge, They didgn't’ / tickets, There was just armored
trains with the army, running from one rggion to the other, Whoever could come
in, the fact is I was lying on the roof of this trdin, not even inside,. It wasn't
a guestion of permititing you, or a question of a pass or something, you came
in, that was this, You sees you travelled with him, And there was the army

running from one area to the other one, The fact is, from Kiev, to Qlessa,

they kept on running there and back, You see, every time they need supplies
and so on, And on the way they were stopped, let's say, and they had to run
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out, The Tact is, in certain reglons we had to run out and bring wood for the
ﬁg' locomotives., They didn't have coal that time, We had to, well I didn't handle
a gun, but they put everybody with a gun to run out and meet the...because they

used to cutd off the railroad line and so on and so forth, There was the problem.

that time, § i, vier/ apiizie' T
And I actually ran for safety/ And as far as normal condiuionsy\&iigg—can—égy
; Vracite - ' . i
e is—%hggg safe, They were all under control of the army, That was the army,

There were the trains,

IB And this was the Red army,

wit e led Do, Wtk 3 conddr T o

IS That was the Red army, operating

W fellura.

.And I ran for safety. I came to Odessa, let's say, and I stayed there for a
_ . ' back
while in Odessa and I came back to my town, Not to my town, I came/to Nenmirov,

And T ran again to Kiev and again,..like they had in the,,,Brucha (to wife) what

g

do you call the {3§ft&§§$$"; A T

LB Oh, I know what you're trying...
a Russian word,
Bs | _ is a word, a special word/ Neglected children,
LB An orphan? Displaced? |
IS Not neglected, Not orphan either,
B3 Not orﬁhans, no, But they are neglected, just a moment, Des
means somebody takes care of.you. If nobedy takes care
of you, it means
IS I understand you, Here's a plcture,.,the Russian picture,,.
LB I've heard the woxd,
BS Children or persons they're negiected e
IS We ran, We ran, without anything,
BS And that®s the best explanation,

IS There's a word for it, You have it in Fnglish, You have a good word for it,

So that's what we ran, And we ran just for safety and then pro-

tection and then ,,,
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LB But you say wound up at Nemirov?
€ IS Nemirov, In the hwezinning., Yes, that's what I said,
| LB You were teaching there?
IS And I was teaching there, yes,
LB 4nd you said you contracted typhus there,
Is Aﬁd there was typhus there, And there what your mother mentioned :
Dragunzi pereschals, they came in, xkmy that was the Red.army
who chased out the Petluras, And when came in, they Jjust walked into the houée
and grabbed everything and do anything ymuxshmwid and shoot and so on énd g0
forth, Because they were very reckless ¥rest|e®S and so on, Until,,.and then
when they came in they knew I was alone, Everybtody was hidden in the basement,
Evﬂrybody. There wasn®t a living soul, But while I was left 'it was in a dif-
feren't town, It wasn't in my town. MJ?W M DSo W 1lived in a room and
I was left alone and I was, I had a high temperature. - So they
{ came in, the group came in, the whole group of them, Who are you" THey said

They saw that
it in Russian, I couldn't even answer them/ Zepanxsy I had a high temperature,

%ﬁw D% /X%i Otherwise they could have shot me that time, I mean,
there Was no problenm, That time, it was a question of killing and so
on and so forth, That was the core of the trenfd, And after, that was'ZﬁéLvﬂkﬁ%J
W mﬁﬁn e the Dragunzi.

LB That's what the.man told me this morning. He said, ILife was not worth anything,
Killing was nothing, If éo& came into a room and there was a body blocking the
door, he said he would just push it aside, you know, he didn't even look to
see who it was, | |

I3 That was the time, That was the time when deaths were actually,,.for insténce,
as I mentioned in our town,nfhat first night there were about 120 dead, ILying
in one place, There were even a few Gentiles, They were undei the lmpression

(- _ that there was a Jew, Zéoa/ MW ?’/"6 /M”" IR

so they were lying there and then there was,..in the beginning it wes a little
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strange, I mean Ffor a small town, to approach that'persbzf And then it becane

il ?ﬁ"f" AL

just natural, during the war dxxean you know, what was his name that wrote the
#
report from the war, who was killed .'»/a'%: Jﬂ e ot JZ/ 0t
LB Trnie Pyle,

IS FErnie Pyle, That's right, Ernie Pyle or the others who were ;5k4441 Dﬁrante,

-

the other reporters of thewar, nothing, The other who-ﬁ%ewén The Best Years

of our Lives, They all wmx wrote.ﬂ(?Lftaﬂ“ex) I think if I'm not nistaken,

So,‘ﬂtﬁf gave me the same thingt#izl that doesn't mean anything, You just take
o Valdtraeos : .
it, That's all.ia?ﬁt/“ﬁéghe Jepansse War, In Mlay ... LOﬁibﬁ§n5¢,¢Z?4ugz\

So that was it,

LB So that's something that you had to, well, that in itself was a revolution,

IS 4é£ﬁugﬂ$5ﬁ€z' was a revolution, naturally, You have to come to some tranquillity,
And that was to a degree runing away, but on the road, on the road to glory,
on the road, while ltravelling you had gﬁﬂbtfﬁibtdﬂﬁgﬁﬁ;d{) that you werentt
used to them,You weren't prepared for them, You actually weren't equipped for
themy those hardships, Haturally, it had to lead you in a different direction,
And that was the directlon ?n that time, Thinking that this will solve the
problem, But maybe we-kéZi:£§Zhe ones because that system created it, the old
-system. That means the new system will eliminate all those hardships and short-
comings and all that stuff, That was the cause, It dldn't justify, That's some- .
thing else, But that...

LB Well, nobedy knew that.

IS Iwell that's something else, Iaybe every revolution had the same shortcomiﬁgs
ag Tar as that's conﬁérned. |

LB T expect it does.

IS Mell, that isn't, ?h}btl expect everything, You never know the Aﬂﬁﬁh%za; .
The French Revolution which tuxned out to be completely different as they fore-
saw it, You know, at the time of the French Revolution all those, Dante and

the others, Robespierre, They paid with their life, And they were outstanding
vevolutionists and at the end they were guillotined, Same thing with the
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Russian revolution, All those revolutionists were killed after,..counter

ﬂg? revolutiontsts, That's the Communist...

LB Well-that's what they were called,

IS Yes but they were the creators of the revolution, They worked together with
Eenin, they were in line with lenin, All of them, Zinoviev, Kamenev, the whole
group, And consequently Stalin found them being counter revolutionary,
And that was the end of it, So that was the cause, the trend and I suppose
every revolution has its consequences, It doesn't Justify itself or maybe it
goes in a different direction,

LB Well probably once it starts, there's no way to control which way it's going to
0 |

TS And then conditions. Local conditions, National conditions, International situa-
tioﬂhevelops and so onand so forth, We have it right here, right now, We're
facing problens Cioneleme £v£d¥b26QfﬂmQ%H£.:I% it's Angola or Bietnam ox
if it's Cuba or lMiddle East, Something it's hard to foresee and hard to plan,
You know when Karl Marx wrote his theoxry he nevex forsaw so many things that
he c&uld have never seen those things,

I3 Well, he didn't plan a socialist state either,

IS He did so, as far to a¢éegree. He wrote his Manifesto, he wrote %ﬁdﬂt revo-
lution will break out. Karl Kauisky wrote about revolutions and it didn't twmn

v Rl
out the way they predicted itK So according to thelr blueprint it didn't work
out, In fact the Russian revolution didn't work out. According to Marx,'revolu-
tion in Russia could have never ﬁf&yntd{ : ' It has to be an industrial
revolution not a peasant

IB I know, It has to be a bourgeols revolution, .

IS Yes, That's xight, lLenin made it somehow patchéd up and he made 1%, and it still

( doesn 't work out, It doesn't work out,

IB Well, nothing's pexfect,

IS Xt's not g question of perfection, It just went in a different direction com-
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pletely, How Russia has to come for wheat to us, Unbelievable. She used to
feed the world with wheat. And now with the revolution, with all that stuff,
she®s in trouble, -

It's interesting,

This is the wmeff? e

_ finally

Tell me something, the way, as you recall your youth,,,how did youxxfatimx/zet
t0 the United States? _ |

That's a separate chapter altogether., It*s a different chaptef altogether,

You ne§er told me that, You mean, you told me you wbund up in Bessarablia and
you were becoming a revolutionary,..

Yes and in Eeséarabia I had to go back to Russia and while studying, that was an0
other chapter, iy wife was there too, in Bessarabia, Ve were together, HNot
married, Right Brucha? |

What?

He weren't married in Bessarabia?

In Bessarabia? Imxifishinew I met you there, Did I7? I don't remember where I met
you, I think in Kishinev, yes,

So I was studyling and T studied with another one, 2 nephew of a certain man,

SKivwsky who was the head of the Joint Distribution Committee.

What was his name?

Skwirsky, He ﬁas known in Qhe...

Skwilrsky? \

Yes, He worked In the Joint Distribution Comqif?eé. I studied with his nephew,

His nephew was very backward, He couldn't..iI helped him in his work and he,,
(Wife says something, Tape off,)
This 1is a chaptexr by 1tself, And I worked in a place at that time, a metal worker,

in Kishinev and the head of the,,.the owner of the place was an active member of

the Zionist movement, That Skwirsky nephew, recommended me to his wncle, I had

nobody here in this country, After I found out I had an uncle in Texas., But that
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time I didan*t have anybody. So he recommended e to his uncle tha£ this
uncle will see to it that I should go to the United States, I had no papers,
nothing, So, I met that Skwirsky and that man where I worked for, he was a
member of the Zionist movement, so both of them worked out and they gave me

papers and money toad. Aotlars tzuj Adat-  and that was the time that

they sert me to this country £ ,7,*%3 ey e colentine m% fW‘?M

Ly fuasca frpm ‘
IB  But I thought originally you went to Bessarabia with the Halutzim group to go

to Palestine,

IS Yes, But as_long as that didn't materialize so they decided to go back, In fact
is he decided to go back too,

- IB To Russia? |

IS To Russia, He decided from Bessarabia to &0 back, But while they decided to 
liguidate the refugee problem there, thef.refugees in Bessarabia, so that was
the way, But that Skwirsky recommended me to his uncle together with the other
guy who worked togetherland they gave me all the papers, everything,'and.they
E@i sent me to this country, And that'e .. -

LB Did you want to come here?

IS No, Basically I didn't, I wanted to go back té Russia,

LB DNo, Well why didn't you go back then?

_IS So as I said, as long as the chance came ﬁp to g0,..

IB I know, but that's not a reason, is it?

IS Yes coming back again it was a problem of facing, my parents lived, I mean my
mother lived 1in a different town already, not in Bratslav anymore, And again
the chance Jjust goiﬁg to the United States, That was the only,... '

LB One man told me today, it was an adventﬁre. Why not go?

IS It was an adventure,Haturally, I was always dreaming and reading about United
States of ithe economic conditions, the political specially, freedom and so on,

attracted // 4;
That actually/affextedt me, hat There's a certain AW
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about ithe freedom and labor movement and so on and all that., Propaganda stories,
And T read it and I was very much 1mpreosed bepau se Rumania was so suppressed,
Ag fax as pplltlcal freedom was concerned in Rumanla. That was undey the King
yet, So especially they suppressed the Russ%an spgakiné you know, it was the
refugees, So that xax actvally was what attracted me and I went to ﬂnited
States, though I had a chance, naturally, that didn't work out
So that was it, So that's why we went,
And were you married at that time? : Cﬂ;«&?
Hot yet, no., My wife, she came to family here, She had.éé?6&0¢uxhbzaﬂ S0 We.
went parallel, both of us, Same boat,
I don't know how much you'll gét out of those cilrcumstances.,

Well, We'll see,

Well more or less I gave you a picture of a £gggff it’s a ﬁi&ﬁiﬁ it's not

IR )

It sounds.like a lot of confusion, It sounds too, as if you've skiﬁped a good
deal,

Nell, the confusion may be certain transition periods, Periods, well maybe
9@@912@%6— j%. be more specific in that, But naturally I skipped, Surely.

I mean, many events, naturally I would skip,

When you were growing up, before the war and before the%evolution..;did you feel
oppressed as a Jew? Did you feel that the anti-Semitism was affecting you?

Yes, It was to a,&egree. First of all, the percentni norma as I mentioned, All
rightg T was in school already; but still the percentnil norma, For instance,
Individually you can't ask me because I, my appearahce had something to do,

I wasn't typically sensed as s Jewish looking, I saved myself during
the pogroms, I ran, My fabher was killed .. ny mother was a differeﬁ%
direction, vy sister was dlfferent. I ran not knowing where I was going, And

I ran to the villages where actually theyﬂgéﬂf Hﬂtg + killing evexry-

whoe

ore, And for instance in the summer I used to wear a long,



Trving Svolnik Side 3 o223 p, 41

wearing a long S%LH-Q{: vith a -«

and I was in a techmcal school at that time, And they were under the impression
that T Imow{é' the 1anguabe f&z‘m"’

LB You knew Russian?.

IS Russian, Ukrainian and so on, /;ZM%ZZ‘&// +  And the impression wasn'™ of a Jéw.
So for instance personally I didn't,..so I was saved that time, They ;ﬁ"z
me actually, face to face, Theyssked me, Why did you run? And I answered them,
Well, accidentally, I didn'*t know it was all right, And I saved myself, But
in other cases I would have been killed imediatelf,r'becauée that was the senti-

" ment at that time, that was the spirit, Whoever didn'lt 0’7’52‘1"

immediately théy shot him, Or they chopped him, Whatever they did, That's not
what I want,.,.S0, pérsonally, but generally speaking, naturally you felt the

- decae
anti-Zunkt Semitism, 5L£Wdéﬂ , naturally 1“&5—5M school, 5&;&0/
I mixed with Gentiles, The great majority were Gentiles, There very few Jewlsh ,

.':

We were just chosen onhes so .*l:o say, crivileged ones, So here you are, So per-
sonally maybe I didn"t feel it to that degree but naturally you €elt it, Per-
sonally I didn*t feel it because I was in a different, sorrrf:ha;t, environment,

For instl}'ace, as I mentioned, if we were going skating Saturday d)%L 743 ﬁﬁ//MLIL?
Jewish boys wouldn't go skating on the lake, especially the Bﬁg there, The Bug

goes from Kiev to Odessa to the Black Sea.. But I used to go, I wasn"t afraid

because I was among, with "them”, C{/L[d) ,Zfé *-‘%/‘owtl/ re 5"’/‘4“’%’5&5 /J
zfég ctack Ao pee 4 Jeryiah, //y/mﬁ dint A Ao, Ty’ L

L . 5ea:t him up, that t:ime._ I didn't have that pressure
‘Lééa,use‘i [;'ra.s with them, In the couxrse _of time, all the time, I was in many
cases with Gentiles generally, Even in Kishinev I lived among Gentiles. So that
somehow, psychologically it didn't affect me to that degree, Though I came from
a family where the Jewlshness was felt everywhere, But in the course of time,

in the course of my living, so to say, somehow I didn't bave that pressure, as

you say, Individually,
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LB I understand, I do, Because when, if you're young and &ou're minzling with the
Gentiles you don't feel, somehoﬁ, that you're one of the oppressed ones,

iS That's correct, Yes, That's the situation, For instance, if I would have been
with the pais, with the shiremel, with the ' - : with all this
business now, and we lived in the ghetto, extremely, you know complétely iso-
lated and a Gentile would see me and immediately recognize me as.a J;w énd he
night give me some vulgar expressions. You know, Haybe that would have been,,
pressured me, I would have been conscious of it, But I was“;;conscious personally

as far as that was concerned, Conscious of it. I was one of the...mixed with

everyvone, specially with the Gentiles, And so physically was the same thing,

Tall, whatever [ am, So I didn't look nebuch (like a nothing) I wasn't a nebuch
in this sense, And I felt I could defend myself, ALl this business worked so
psychologically to the degree that I didn't feel it, I didn't sense.it to that
.;eg : degree, Haturally, the sentimzz;bgas t?ere, Ehxﬁﬂaiﬂéﬁznb' .
LB Did you ever have the feeling/that you would have liked not to be dewish?
IS No, I don't think so, No, I wouldn't say that, Mo, that assiml,,,No, it didn't
come to that point, I told you, it didn't press me +to the point that I'm so
exploited, I'm so yéu know, taken advantage-of and éo on, No, Personally, I'm
talking about personally, /g%i::is would have, Faybe my background would have
been different, maybve I would have felt.that way, Yhy do we have to be among
those depressed ones, suppressed, oppressed,..but I didn't, Pexrsonally I didn*t
have it all to a degree toiwhat do I need the whole business, That whole
backgrouwnd sits in my way. And that's another situation that developed. I
started to travel, The race or the religion problem didn't bother me all,
I was mingled to where I became a clty person, Travelled and lived in big
cities actually, So that problem didn't bother me at all, I didn't feel, like
( I said, mﬂzxiéﬁaz;”‘”' I didn't feel that pressure of
o

being cooped up.nI didn't feel it, Somehow, all my life, I didn't have that

critical period, which is pressing you and making you feel, What do I need the
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whole thing? What for? 30 what? i&&ingﬁf:ﬁyb@ﬁ}' e I didn't have that,

‘T wasn't caught in that perioed, Travelled, travelled ...

L3 Well, actually those Jews who were the most prominent revolutionaries were
were amongst the most violent antl Jewish protestors, Or you know, adﬁereﬂts.
They felt all religions should be done away with, Not just Jews,

IS ‘That's the period of atheism or internationalism, That's something else, Thd's
a different period., For instance, you have the political movement, the Bund,
the Social Revoluticnaries, certain groups in the Party, they didn't believe
in isolating one group of the other, That means that human ﬁays will be solved
by internationalism, Communism came on that platform, claiming that all this
barriers will dlsappear completely, And they, all, humanity will live like one
family, That was the basic, bux/£21zally attracted the youth of all those
towns, That's why you'll find all those youngsters of my period, 6f my age,
we :‘meedia.telyfran into this movement. |

LB So you did feel that attractlon? |

IS That attrattion, naturally?! We though£ that the ghetto will disappear, pogroms
will disappear, hate will disappear, All this business that actually comes
wagwui?uﬂ;ﬂjyéocialism v the revolution, it promised it, And it did work
in the beginning to a degree, It did help, /wzigy céme into a town the town was
quiet and peaceful and more or less you could freely walk around, You could
entertain yourself, You could do anything you want, You used to go into the
danGLng/hxiixx the balls, at night you were never scared, The schools, the
students, . ,s0 there that actually was attractive. Which injected that'ggggt,/é?éb
into the youth, especially into the provincial towns, the smaller towns, let's.
‘say the big cities didn't feel it that way, But the smaller towns did feel it,
So naturally we ran immediately into that movement, I mpst hean most of them,

LB But in a lot of big cities a lot of young people felt the same way.

IS And fufthermore, not even Qmong the Zionists, you have the left wing of the

Zionist movment who were actually revolutionists in the sense that they were
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revolutionaries but in Zion, in Israel, But revolutionlsts, If you think

in terms of capitalism the fact is the students, the first Aliyah, the Ffirst
: the third

ones, ‘the ones who went the filrst, the second,/the fourth, the fifth,,.,I was

in the fourth,..the fifth, so they came the same revolutionaries, they were

Commumists, That's where the Kibbutzim were built, on Communist foundation.

Nothing mledd  capitalism, to build again the same old system that will

R .

create again hate and s0 on, But actually
that was evenh among the ZBionlsts, In the Zionist movment in Russia there were
two wings, there were the Kharkov and Odessa., Two groups, separately. One group
was more conservative, And the other was actually Communists but
in Zionism,

Kharkov and Olessa were the two groups?

Two groups, There were two groups in that time iIn the youth movement in Zionism;
Som one was a conservative,..

Now what were the names,,,

I think, I think the Odessa and the kharkova, if I'ﬁ not mistaken, and 6ne was
a revolutionary group,

But you don't remember their names?

These are the two groups, Kharkov,,.two centers,..

That's where they originated, you might say...

Not where they originated, the swing, in one direction or the other one,

Yes, but you don't remember the other name,

Kharkov and Oiessa.

They must have had some other name, like a. Hebrew name for a Zionist movement,

At that time, it was the Hasomer Hatselr, the Poale Halseir, Poale Zion, Poale
Zion, by the way ism the ILahor movement, the labor Zionist movement,

Right, So wWere would that come from?

And by the way, the Poale Zion were e Ut That was the Poale Zion,

One was disregard soclalism, disregard revolution, disregard everything,
Come and build Israel, First of all, The other was definitely on a foundation
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a socialist foundation, And there where the kibbutzim were builti, On

socialist foundation,
So jou're saying that there were two wings, the Kharkov and the Bessa,
And the (Bessa, Two wings,
How which one was the more left wing?

I think

If I'm not mistaken/the Kharkov was the left, the more left, I I'm not mistaken.
On this I'm a little fuzzy, I remember I belonged to the left, This I kﬁow for
sure ,to the one who built the society in Israel, 4nd forget about

}
capitalism and forget about the petty bourgeous1e and all that business, We ,

built a communist Israel, Ii's true we must xrun away from the W
et because of anti-Semitism but when we have our oun country, we hae to build
it on a different foundation, And the foundation wa%socialism. And there's
where the kibbutzim came in, »max¥ The kibbutzim actually are collectives,

They live collectively,
You want some water?

No, thank you,

eyt

S50 that was the collectives, Commimism and you get what-
ever communism promised, I mean, that was in Bussla the same thing, You®ll get
whatever you need from the cradle to the gréve and this is it, You wouldn't
have the exploitation, the hate and so on and so forth. So that was the, r:

That was the drean,

-~

That was to a degree, Well they built but naturally d%ﬁ“bop“’ you take the
same problem as revolution, the same th;nn w1th srael The same problem )

it ';/ 2R acyee 4z§;?
dk#’ zc,aﬁzaaaymzzéfz?/'ébéf /ﬁﬂﬁbé.:2§?

The kibbutzim are disappearing to a degree because new kibbutzniks are not
coming in, A different element, Here for instance the intellectual came to

Israel in those years, Intellectual students amdcame with the intention to

building communism, socialism in Israel, Now they're a different element,
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They come in to live in an Amexican way, The more you j?ﬁzd the more you

live, it's a different system, completely, now, Except the

Fepagreynd
kibbutzim who are stillged 7 " Kibbutzim still have the foundations,

How I'm going to turn this off and I'm going to.,, (ﬁa?ﬁﬁ ﬁéki)

I want you to ¥ tell me_about the synagogues in Bratslav,

First you have the Bralotarer, Kloise. Thé.t was the Bratslaver Hasidinm,

They were the Hasidim, O.K,

That was sepérate of the ordinary people, so to say, if you call them ordinaxy.
Then you bhad the bes midrash, that was the aristocracy. Aristoéracy, that means
the spiritual.ﬁ$ﬂ%é&5uhﬁy s the bes midrash. Then the shiel, there actually
working people used to go, there, the shiel, the big shiel you know., Not much
learning. Then you have a klein.shielechle, that was the small one, an insigni-

ficarl't’ a,rld th&t HaS ito

So you only had foux?

We had one, two,-three..four. Yes.

In a city of 1500 families?

Yes,

Oh, but Bratslav was smaller than Uman,

Oh;.Uman was a bilg city. A blg city., Uman was a big city; yes,

So you had a Hasldic shul,..

Klolsel, Kleisel, Special name, They called it klogsel,

That's for the Bratslaver, |

For the Bratslaver Hasidim, Hasidim, Bspecially for them, They Wsed to go let's
say every year to Uman, to compose songe; to compose compositions, come back,
and Simchas Torah they used to g;z;; the whole night long, Simchas Torah, you
kriow, They used to dance the whole night actually, That was the Hﬁsidim only,
And then, as I said beforé, you had thé shul, which.was the ordinaty, T mean

tailors, I mean plain,,,

Ordinary people
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IS Workinz people, And then we had the bes midrash, was the elite,,.

L2 Now who were the elite?

IS EBlite, I mean the intellectual.,. e !-’.Zf'}ff/,?i,w"' fwdmfz‘m

IB #What about the rich people? |

I3 There weren't very many,.,the rich went with the Intellectuals, naturally,

LB Oh they did,

I3 d&ﬁ/ﬁlébf naturally., Her uncle was for instance, the rabbl ln our town, He
davent (prayed) in the same place, The bes midrash, -

LB So your wife comes from the same town as you?

I3 No she comes from a different town, but her uncle was in “4£i~-~°
And the bes midrash, you know ﬁhat bes midrash means? A house of study, Shul
is juét... And then you had a little one which isn't very important,

LB Now which one did you and your family go to?

IS The bes midrash, That was the,.. a shochet, naturally.;. they were the.;.they
didn't look for big hazunim (cantors) but they looked for.high, you know,
yichus, knowledge; naturally, the pilpul ' That was the bes
midrash, And her uncle was the 319g2f;45¢f425§3.“

LB Actually what happens, I fhink, is that in every town or village ox city, you
would get a differmntiation based on-class, but it would diffexr, Because in
one town 1t would be, the bes midrash would be working class.,,

IS No!

BS No!

LB An my father's town it was, His was very much smaller and the kloise was the

upper class,

I8 No! Kloise,..kloise itself... . m 4 /Cw{f%’i?/ /&me ‘bt W&ﬁzw

L

fipractically a universal expression. Standard expression, The kloise is a kleisel,
It means the small anqL’ kleisel, And a klelsel means the small*géiﬁﬁs that
the Hasidim usuwally, any Hasidim, it’s not Just a question of Bratslaver

Hasidim, Thexe were many Hasidim from different,,,even in any town, It happened
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Gelns
our town were the Bratslaver Hasidim, Others had the Gerar,ﬂthe Skverer

We had all kinds, The shul was big. todern, with a hazan who may not be well
knovn in the Hebrew, may not know Hebrew, but he was a good singer, That was
the shul, The bes ha midrash is actually bet midrash, You have to sit and
think, So actually it is a standard uf approach, It couldn't be different in
the town where your father,,.Maybe, I don't know, I redlly can't disagree with
him, But generally that was accepted., Klolse was a klelisel, Shul was a shiel,
They gake.money, They had a good hazan But he didn't M@ﬁdﬂb : much, ve b
orélnary people, Bes ha midrash where the actual 1nte11ectuals, the Hebrew in-
tellectuals sitting and pllpul. you know, and they dldn_t care much for a

hazan

It was a question of baal tvilah » who could bring out the words
properly, you know, and know what he's saying.

And in the klein kleisel, you know, very often they came in jud for a minyan,

A
- I mean talk about small townsjacltles, that's something else, yﬁlaéezwugyﬁe,fdfzuzél

- The—wieh go to shul, I'm talking Odessa, But that's some-
thing else There was a diferent approach, I'm talking about the small towns,
now, specifically, For instance, the big c¢ities, had a different apprecach,
the big shul, where the rich, they actually contributed the money and they
built a modern temples, Look you have it right here,..

(Tape ends)

Side 4 000

Did you have something called a Kalte shul? Kalté.And a Heise shul? One where
there was no heat?. '

No. I don't think so, BEspecially in Russia, A kalte, a heise, no,

You never heard of it,

Not in our town, Mayhe in

As far as I know, no, Kalt and heis, why should it be kalt and heis (cold and
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hot) We had to be heated,

LB No, it would be heat, you know the one that was heated every day and there

would be éne that was heated only for Friday nizht and holidays.

IS That wouldn't be in a small town, In a small towm the shuls were always open,
more or less. That®sin the big cities
they cone 6nly for a minyan,

LB ©Ch, is that right? .

I3 right near the shul, But the big shul was for the whole week, But next
to it, attached to it was a smaller shul, They come into it In the early
morning minyan and they come in, I imagine in the bigger cities,.in cold cities
in the north, I suppose they warmed this little one and the'big one, they
haven't got many, they don't come to pray, So maybe you have it,

.but smaller towns people used to go toe shul anyway. They may not go to the
shul but they used to go to bes midrash. The gt big shul was
But cold and heis ' never heard of that
expression,

It was a religious background, baalabatische
background, you know, a different background., Evexrybody what
it means to toil, to sweat different different. composi-
tion, different situation completely, Slowly when we started to move, when we
started to : I mean the whole generation, started to move, Came from

to Galicia, Had to work at nights, all night, |

they never knew what it was, baalabat, And there the
we were youngsters, and the exploitation was un-
bearable especlally there, in the Galician part, . the whole
night, And the income was so limited, that we had to sleep even outside in
some cases, because the income was so limited io pay even for rent, And then

naturally that created in us the desire

then we started to think, What is it? You know? We actually faced the facts of
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life, Then the revolutionary started to come in,

Started to

the youth. But the exploitation was unbearable,
Who were you working £or? Were you working for a Jew?
For a Jew, yes..A Yiddel, Ist gevein
And it was %t a terribie thing, You worked nights, you were so miserable; And
our income,,.
What was it, a shoe factory?
Mot a shoe factory, A mill, What do on call it, Brucha (to his wife) ah
meile,,.a mill, a mill, You make flour,
4 flour mill, |
A flour mill, We worked nights, And he was a very. rabbi;.
a rabbi, But he was such a, you can't imagine, especially at that kiwe stage
of our life, we were a group there and all of them the same type
and there was : Rats all around, Conditlons were
The earnings were so little you can't imsgine, And what happened, certain
nights we even slept in the rabbl's | _
That actually led us ' in a certain direction,
To the left?
Then came the revolutionary
phrases, slogans, ideolog&, especially for us, for youngsters,
we were Just like in the limelight,
We could share with our knowledge.
That was actually the whole generation went thréugh that, They became revolu-
tionaries, The same thing, a great majority became outstanding communists, |
in Russia, in the small towns their fathers and thelr pareﬁts

and their families and so on, Because they started to hate the whole thing
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that created that, Let me to the Vietnam situatlon, right

here, #€ith the youth actually burned Same'thing happened
to us in that period, You lImow ‘the Vietnamese Situation.when the

youth were so reckless, They burned colleges, They burned everything. And

they killed professors., It was a massacre all over the cowntry, And don't
forget this was still in peace, more or 1éss.

Russia was actulally burning, The whole country was éflame. S50 the youth,

was ndtural, you were goling inteo it and weré immediately raised to the high-
est where we could do, we could help that movement, We possessed
that knowledge, the experience so to say, so naturaliy it was the cause, the
natufal cause, And and I came to this country again'l started
to, in that movement again,
Onh, you started here too..
Again that movement, Because again &t I felt at home with it, I had the language, .
I had more or less the knowledge, T read and so on, I started to

nyself mae and more and more,..
Where were you living in the United Statesf
In New York all the time.
In New York, And you lived in Kew York from 1924, was it?

1924, yeS... o
ﬁntil 1931,
Until 1931, yes. That's right.
That's seven years.. |
Iess than that, We left in 1931, And that was it, ¥We took out the papers and we
went back to Russia with.the intention of staying., Leaving this country. No in-
tention of staying in this country, Both of us, by the way,
That we are not staying in this country because there were

many elements that, that, actually wexre in ovr way, Like the language. Not a

question even if I gqualified for something, il couldn’t get even into unions,
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union cards qualifications, wions, language and assimilate
yourself to find your way out of it. Your background., You need some pull,
Plg business you kno#, especially when you have now what you Inow but who

.you know and all this business, That worked against you, And agdin you were
younz, so why should we suffer? Why should we go through all this misery, this
'agoﬁy? What for? When we come back to Russia, we are on top of the world,
Naturally, self preservation. Self preservation,

Well, what made you change your mind to have your baby here in the United
States? |

Brucha., She didn't want,..Actually she didn't want,,,

Not that I dldn't want, It was a natural instinct...

T can't hear., (Wife is sitting across the room) I doh't think my tape will
pick you up.. |

Gome over here,

S8it here.

Onh You want to...

Well, this particular question I'd like to have you answer. Well, just wait
till you come and sit doﬁn. The question was, Wny did you want your baby
born in the United States?

Simply because, when we were there ﬁe saw that for every iitile thing you have
to sit three hours in a line, while we weie there we were accepted, We were
appreciated, But we were foreigners., And he had a verxry impoftant position there,
So, more or less, even tkeugk those with a position had to stay in line, but
We were, had extra privileges because we were foreigners, And once you decide
to remain and have a baby, become a citizen of the Soviet Union, then I%11
have to live a life like all the others, And I, we decided,.,l said, No,
That's not going to be, I want to have a child, she should be free, I should

“be free to do whatever I want to do, We had no money when we came back, We

were simply broke, But, still, I took along some work to the
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Jewelry work, something, things that I should bhelp out, And 1 started looking
for just anything Jjust to survive, And we started a new life and that's all,
There we lived, and here, while we were away, we always lived with.tgg thought
of hone,

Going bvack,

Goling back,

My mother was still there, Hls mother was still there., Then mtther died., Ve
brought my mother hexre, And she used to help with the child and all that and
then I could do whatever I wanted to. Bub the whole thing was to have freedom,
II shouldn®t have to stay and wait for a plece of bread or for a piece of meat
or for a half a pound of butter or things like that, And I
wouid 1like New York, in Aperica, to taste that likfe
now that's a fact, Some of them remained but they were miserable, They could 't
have,,.they gave up their citizenship,,,

I understand, Once you glve up your citizenshlp then you're in another,,.

We gave them up, ﬁe gave them up,

No. Once you give up your American citigenship...You were there as a Russian?
We were there, we gave them up, everything, But after when she got merried and
and while I had the position,..

Not married. I got pregnant,

She got pregnant, And I came in to the proper authorities and I told them
distinctly that my wife camot...

I cannot do it,

She doesn't want that., So they gave me back the papers, Others had a problem,
I had no problem,

But for how long couldsay...

We had the papers. He gave us papers : Hoscow,

There was no obstruction, In fact,; he gave us,,.any way we £0,«.

He came back in a Bzaxist car from his travelling, On the way back,
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IS Oh yes, They gave us extremy good accombdations.
BS They offered me a Jjob. I took up...

I5 They wanted to send her to the conservatory.

BS PFirst of all the conservatory, &nd if I don't want,

to work for

the Comintern, I knew the commertial work you know, £yping ant steno-and all

that, T took up that also with the intention of 1living there, to use it, But

then they m had me singing and sald immediately they wanted to take me to the

conservatory in Moscow and they'll support me

A1l T want 1ls my freedom,

I said, No, Ho, No.

IS DNo at that peribd, to quit our life, we had there, and to come into this

Depression here

BS I didn't miss, I wasn't sorry I came, Here I had a hard

time,
to do a thing like that,

IS DNo, that was a real agony/ It was very tragic, you see, to come because I had

every door open for me, I was really.,.and she would have been the same way,

In other words, to come here in the depression, again come back,,.

BS A good friend of his, an engineer, a close frined, he worked in Moscow, End he

had such a hard time then,..

IS And he was married to an American girl, She worked in the Coﬂsﬁlate.

BS He took an American girl with him and he went there and he had such a hard time,

Not only that with food or anything, But the surroundings, the Jealousy of the

other people if she put on another dress or whait she had a little bit something

extra ‘that they didn't have, Finally they
He died,

I In Moscow,

B3 Another thing, if he would say something not the

way they like it, right sway they named it Trotskyisnm
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IS

IS

B3

IS

33

13

BS

Is
B3
Is
B3
Is

BS

Is

I said; This is not a place to Live because before you know

it you'll have one head shorter, I was just afraid, I was simply afraid,

Well, there was fear of deathr I mean, bul while we were there, we bhad it very
good,

While we were there, of course,

And coming back in that period and being at that pmdexait pedestal, at that
height, ymuxkr and coming back here in this country, looking for something
Here it doesn't make any difference., You live like a human being.-

No, I'm not talking about that, I'm talking about that specific period, That

" turned out all right, That's not the question, |

Here if you want to live a little nicer because you are somebody you have to
be corrupt and you have to be selfish and you have to get your way no maiter
how you want it, Just to live the way you want to, because you're a little bit
of a higher stature, you have to live nicer you know, Iou have to have a nicer

He
apartment, How did he live? The one that/ke came to him, what was his name?

No, no, no, Not The one that we came, that took us out
what was his néme?

¥ozkewx Where, Rostov or MHoscow?

Hoscow, When we first came,

Ch, - He was the Secretary of Agriculture, We were with him, yes,

You ought to see the apartment,

Well, he had a villa there in HMoscow. He participated in the Civil War,
He had a villa aﬁd his c¢hild was in,,.the way they lived, Never ﬁind. But they
1ived! They lived like rich people live here,
Well, there you live like the rich if they give you the chance, that's all,

Like a rich person,

My brother is a very important man there, He's so important

that he's afraid to write a letter to us,
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I3

B3

Is
B3

is

B3
Is
B3

Is

BS

Is

B3

It's near the Siberian bofder.

and he is a chemist and engineer and he's doing...my.cousih came here; ona of
the cousins came from there so he tells me, You know.what Kissinger is
to Nixon, that's what he is to the Health Department there, The head of the
Health Deparmtnet, Here he has a very responsible poéition. He's afraid to say
that,,.,if he would say that he has relatives in America, then it's kapnt,

No, not exactly. No. Maybe when they registered.,.You see the situation was

There ﬁas a time when they registered..,

Mnd they ask them there if they have family somewheres, relatives,,.and he
mentioned I suppose, he has somebody.

He was afraid,

Because, again, his social background is a bourgeois background,

Yeé: My father was also

So that was the sitvation, He was afraid and I suppose he mentioned that he has
nobody,

Since then, he's afraid to write us a letter, But I found out.,.I found out
through this cousin that came from lMoscew and he was in Leningrad and he fand
all the information and he gave it...

That's your mother's friend,.,

Oh yes, you know



	Union College
	Union | Digital Works
	1-11-1975

	Irving Skolnick, transcript only
	Irving Skolnick
	Recommended Citation


	tmp.1549044367.pdf.t_mju

