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Paula Zollman Side 1 : 060 pe 1

LB hNow, you are Fauline? Would you tell me your name?

PZ2  Pauline Zollman,

LB Yes, and when were you born?

PZ I was born in, do I have to tell you my,.,

IB You don't want to? IetS say, betwsen what years...were you born before 19007
PZ  HNo.

LB Sometim e around 19007

Pz No,

LB After?
PZ  After,

LB Oh. Then you're a baby,
PZ I'm not a baby.
LB But you were born befcre the first World War?

FZ Yes,

LB All right, 4And coul,d you please tell me where you were bonf?

PZ I was born in Zsemsow, Galicia. At this time it belonged to Austria,

LB At that time it was part of the Austro Hungarian Empire, And it's in Galicig
and it's,,,was that considered western Galicia?

¥z Middle; Middle,

L3 HMiddle, Because Tarnow lis already western,

PZ This is more western, This is just - middle.

1B And ¥xr Prszemesyl (Shemesh)...

Pz Prszemesyl was a little more west,

LB East,

PZ Bast! I mean, Yes,

LB All right, How 1is Cracow considered par¥ of Galicia?

PZ  Yes,

LB It is?

PZ Sure, It was a very important city in Galicia,



Faula Zolliean Side 1 | 0z0 - - Py 2

LB I know it was an important city, but I didn't realize it was...

¥Z Sgre, ‘the bibgest after Warsaw, I think, Cracow,

1B In Poland. |

FZ In Galicia, Oh, Warsaw was not in Galicia.

1B Right. So Cracow was actually the biggest city in Galicia?

PZ lemberg and Cracow,

IB Did you call it lenberg or was it Lwow at that time?

PZ  Iwow, in Polish, This time it was Lemberg. Since Poland, they call it Lwow,
But we used to call 1t lemberg, But it was Anstrian;

LB HNow, Zseszow...what was the population of your...waé it a city?

PZ A city, yes, A medium sized city, I wouldn't be able to tell you the pobulation
of Zseszow, because when I left Zseszow I was a small girl, We escapéd from thé
first Waorld War to Berlin, from Zseszow,

IB You went to Bexrlin from Zseszow? What year was that?

PZ  Ii was 1914,

LB You left then?

PZ  We left Zseswmow 1914,

IB And you went to Berlin? How old were you then? Do you remember?

P% HNow, you have to..,(begins to laughﬁ

1B I have to have some idea,

PZ VWhen I left %z Zseszow, I was maybe 8 years old.

IB Had you already started school?

Pz Yes, Ihhggign Poland, in Galicia, maybe two years to school,

1B What kind of school did yourgo to?

FZ DPolish, BEverything was in Polish thems,

LB In Galicia? |

PZ 1In Galicia, yes, We had Polish school and we also had some German, The maln
language was Polish,

LB Not German?
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LB Before the war, now.

P72 Before the war,

L83 The Austrian Empire was still in existence?

FZ  5ti11 in existence and we had our schhol, was in the Pﬁlish language, But we got
also some German lessons, But the main language, everjthing was in quish.

LB I see, Uh, In the city of Zseszow, were there many Jews living there?

FZ HMostly., Yes, The population was mostly Jewish,

LB They were, And how would you describe the city,,.was 1t an industrial city or
a commercial city?

: very

EZ Small businessmen, And mostly stores, little stores, Not a/big c¢ity, Thexre was
one building, that was the biggest and the owner was a very ricﬁ Jewish man, Silber,
I remmmber, There were three oxr four brothers, Silber, And they were well to do,
They were the most wealthy people in town., In Zseszow, The Silver family.

LB Did you,..Do you remember your home in Zseszow?

PZ  Yes.

IB Could you tell me about that?

PZ It was a small)y narrow street on the outskirts of Zseszow, &nd the street was
Bade Hufka, I remember the name of the street. But the number of the
I don*t know. It was a house, about two flights. Two flights,

LB What was 1t made of?

PZ Hade of...vwas a bigz.,.what do you call those balconies where you.open tﬁe dooxr?

And every apartment was out,,.

LB Had it's own entrance, you wmean?

P2 Yes, it had an entrance like a hall and every apaxrtment had like, how do you call
those apartments that open up onto a,..

LB Balcon?

PZ To a balcon. Every apartment opened to this big balcon. Youn can walk on the balcon,
from one apariment to the other. 1 remember this,..

IB Was it made of gtone or brick...
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TZ Brick,

LB Then how nany apartments% Ther 1t wasn't a single wnit? I{ was an apartment
dwelling,

¥Z No, No, I would say, maybe twelve apartments. One or two flizhts,

LB One or two flights, And were there all Jews living in,.,

¥Z Mostly deus,

1B lMostly Jews., Did you live in a Jewlsh neighborhood?

FZ The whole eclty was msostly Jewlsh, And then we had.,.this 3ad Hufka was & long
street and then #f had a hill up to the main market street, The main market street
were like 1ittle, stands, all kinds of stands on the market street, And around the
rarket,,.all stores, Around the whole market were stores, |

LB You mean in addition to the stalls? | L.

A

P72 The stores were all round the market, Then they had standﬁj And then they had a
railroad station, It was already a big town. It had a rallroad station,

I8 Now, what did your father do there?

PZ Wy father had a business Iin textiles,

1B He sold textileé?

PZ Wholesale textiles, And when we escaped, we escaped five chihiren..._

IB That's what I want to know? Five children?

PZ Five children,

LB Were you the oldest?

FZ2 T was the oldest, yes. And then one brother, another brother and two more sisters.
Yes, I was the oldest,

| LB Now, what 4id you speak at home?

PZ My parenis spoke Jewish to us,

1B Yiddish?

PZ HNo, No, Polish and Jewish, Yiddish.

LB Yes? They spoke Polish, weré your parents born in Zseszow?

PZ MNo, They were boxn near Zseszow, In smaller, like villages, Near Zseszow,

They were born there near Zseszow and when they married they cams to Zseszow
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to open a business place there.

LB How tell me, were your parents Orthodox?

PZ Yes, Yes, My father was Orthodox. As a matter of facg, foxr the High Holidays
he used to go to another town to his rabbi, for the holidays, You know how the
Hasidim,,,

I3 I was going to say, Was he a Hasid?

PZ He was a Hasid,

L3 Which group, do you know?

PZ He has his rabbi, bhis rabbl was the Bluzhover rebbe. He was born in Bluzhov, my
father, ﬁnd he stuck to this rabbl from Zseszow, the Bluzhover rahbi,

I8 8o he (ised fo go there for the high Holy Days? And your mother?

FZ My mother..,

LB Was she a Hasidic woman? .

observed

PZ UMmmm, she wasn't so strict like my father, but of course, she /- everything,
observed the Sabbath and everythling strictly, We were brought up in a Hasidie home,

LB You were, And yet, you went to a Polish school,

PZ Yes, that was,.,that was for girls, My brothers went to the cheder, But we went to

LY WY

the Polish schoolk Becavse the others were too small, I was the oldest and I went
+to the Polish school,

. IB  All right, now tell me about your...well, your brothers started in cheder but you

already left before too much could happen in the way of education, xight?

PZ  Yes.,

LB Were your brothers still in cheder at the time that you left for Berlin?

PZ  VWhen we left for Berlin, they were still in cheder, |

LB Do you know..,I mean, I know its sort of silly, but was there ever any talk about
what sort of an educatlon they would have had If there had been no war?

Pz If there would be no war, they probably would go to the cheder and also to the
pﬁblic school,

LB They would have gone to the publie school? But the public shhal,..Did you have to

g0 on a Saturday?



‘Faula Zollman side 1 125 0, 6

F7Z Ho our Jewlsh tégiitﬁﬁdidﬂtﬁ. They didn't have %o So, o, As a3 matter of Tactk,
I think the school was closed there on a Saturday. Fostly all the pupils were
Jewish, So the school was not open Satueday.

LB Because that was a big problem ﬁith the Russian Jews. You know, in order to get
secular schooling,...

PZ2 Yes, 1 know, But it was not a problem here. Becausé Augtrisn was not considered

ke ferasic, -

80 anti—Semiticn S0 we had the priviiege. VWe could choose our edueational places,
I think it was not so xrestricted as it was in Russia,

LB That's xight, Now, you say your Father was very Orthodox, Would you say he was
-strictly, strictly observant or was he beginning to,..

PZ HNot in Poland, When he came to Bexlin, he even, he was, he had to change in order
to meke a living, He had {0 do businesslon Satuxday, | '
IB All right, now let's g0...when the war broke out 1211914, did you move immedlately?

FZ Yes, we moved, I would say, in 1914 about two months after the war broke out,
1B Because tﬂe Russians came through very quickly. _
FZ %o, Ho, That was maybe two months uéi;i{%e vent to Germény. My father had a lot of

friends in Berlin. He went there bhecause he knew, had connectlions there, It would be

eagier for him to make a living there on account of his friends. S50 he went to Berlin,

LBSo you were not actually confronted with the Russians in your city?
Vs ﬁzﬁ¢bAéu;e€r

FZ HNo. lp. No. We left hefore thet, Ve EHt in time,

LB You left in time, And how 4id you travel? Do you remember?

¥Z2 Yes, We went with the train,

LB You went with the train. Did you take all your things with you? Was it considered
to be a permanent move, or did you.plan to come back?

PZ Yes, A permanent move, We gave up there, sold, I remember my pareﬁts so0ld whatever
they could sell and we traveled only with suitcases, With our valuables in suitcases,
f2¢44WQ£C,ﬁKﬁ2%ﬂ% and everything, And we sent, like a small ,l%?fé? y 1 remember,
in wooden packages,

LB Crates,

2 (rates, Yes. We sent some dishes and silverware, all those, beddings, This we took

i
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along,

LB Well, that's a permanent move,

P%Z Yes, it was a permanént MOVE ' ;

LB How iong a trip was it, do you rembmember? |

FZ Yes, maybe twenty four hours hyxtzaimyx trip,

LB By tr &. From Zsesz0W.q..

PZ To Berlin,

LB Which would be over here some place, right. (Louking at the map)

PZ Through Silesia, that's the capital qf Silesia, and then Berlin,

LB ©Oh, you went this way? |

PZ One second, |

LB And then up'north. And you went by train, So, deo you remeﬁber what your feelings...
after all this was an Orthodox Hasidic Jewish family, What were their feelings towards
‘Franz Jozef and towards Kaiser Wilhelm? -

PZ We liked Franz Jozef very much, Kaiser Wilhelm, in the beginning, for us it was a
Kaiser, you know? It was somebody. We looked up to a Kalser, To a child, pictures of
a Kaiser were,,.,,all the news about the Raisger,,,it was interesiing, for the children,
ind when we came to Berlin, we right away enrolled in a school,

LB ¥hat school?

PZ German public school,

LB Is that xright?

PZ I went in a public school when I came there, And I didn't understand German, It
took about three four months and I could catch up a little, And I was, there was only
one more Jewish girl in-the school, in Berlin, But 1 felt;girange and % isolaté ’
Jet's say, and this girl, it was a very interesting story. And I realized when I
started to speak German, this girl, I knew that's she's Jewish., I went to her, I
said, Look. We're both Jewish girls, Let's walk together in the intermission,

— o e it downt . . .
Jbt¢éamukomuaadﬂw We had intermission, So I approached her, I said, Look,.,I saw

she's not communicating with all the other girls In Germany, And this time there
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was no Hitler, It was 1914, 1915, She was somehew all by herself, So 1 approached
her, a few times and she sald, Ho, No, I don't want to talk to you and I don't want
to talk to anybody, else. A beautiful kid, And ag}gﬁ and again I tried. I was very
hurt., I wondered, Why doesn®t she want me and why doesn®t she go with all the other
giris. So, another few weesks, ancther few months, I approached her again, And I said,
What is it? Why do you resent me? WYhy don't like me? And I said, Come to us whexre I
have brothers and sisters and it‘é so nice, We have games and so on, Maybe you come
to me 1la the afterncon. And,,,one day, finally, I invited her and she came, She
came over and she liked us very much, She was the only child, And then she opened
up to me, It took a very long time, She opened up to me, It's beautiful, And she
felt s§ good in our howase and there were children add so oﬁ. A1 She said, You know,
I'm the only child, I have no father, I have only a mother and I hate her, I hate
my mother, And this is why I'm so sad, Always sad, I never smile, I'm so unhappy.
I see you have the love of your father and mother and yon have such a nice family,
I never had that, My mother locked me up, When I was a baby, an infant, I remember,
she put a glass of milk on fhe table and a roll, and she left. And I couldn®t under-
Tren it a wanclones
"stand, We were on the twelfth f;oor and I looked dona_and I saw all the children
playing dn the back yard, And I looked out of the window, I was so anxious to go
down and to play with these kids., And my mother would never let me, And I said, Why
can't I? - No, you cannot, I have to go away and I wouldn't let you all by yoursYef
down. thére, 30 I was always dbne, Alwasy done. When my mother came home, she gave
me a supper, She put me to bed, But I hated her, Because she never, never would let
me g0 and communicate with children, I didn't know how to speak to a child, Until X
came to school and I, I'm so upset. And I can't make friends because I was always alons;
And we became very close friends, And she couvldn®t live any more without me. She
confided to me, Then I met her mother, Her mother was a very nice Jdewish woman, Hot
Orthodox, And she said to me, You know all the girls - started in to teen agers, her
mother started to talk to me, She said, Her father deserted me. I was pregnant with

her, I was brought from Poland, from Gglicia to Berlin so he could marry me, This

was his home town, He came there to visit his mother., Fell in love with me, although
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e Lhiarried wme, took mé to Berlin and here I was pregnant, Ad one day 1 come home
I find the leftter, He's golng fo America, T will never see bhim'in his iife and 1
should forget about him, And he's leaving me, And I never heard from him and I was
F1ita p(_wv

so,..here I was pregnant. L didn®t have a penny to my soul, I started to zo,..she

‘wont,,, {(searches for word)

LB Housecleaning?

o et

PZ Mo, lio, She wenty merchandize,

LB 0Oh, as a sales clerk,

PZ HNo, to the hoﬁseS‘She knocked on the door, xpx private...

LB Oh, peddles,

P72  Peddler, She became a peddler, with sveaters, 8She knocked on the door and she
got some sweaters wholesale, spld them, whatever she could make profit out of them,
50 she said, I got the child., And I took care of hér..And I ran away to make a few
dollars, a few marks, then, I had to ;izgt: o make a living for me and the child and
she couldn't undérstand. I couldn®t make her understand, I was afraid to lel her down.;
She was small, There I had to go and make a living, T know she hates me. She doesn't
like me and I would de anything now. I have a few, I made a iittle money. 1 have a few .
dollars in the bank, She's still peddling, She's going with the sweaters but she
would like to open a little store witn sweaters. But she cannot get the child to
talk to her...to love her, She feels the child hates hewr. The mother spoke to me so.
She bsgged me, I should talk ¥m and I should explain to hef. But she could not help
it. And so, I was sorry, aeed ass the mother itried to get her love, 3he did
eve:cything 5,&&%%?{{25 zf“’(’” el Z‘kSheOh:anted. to make good for all the hardship
she gave the child. But she could never forgive her. And this glrl, she was my
closest girlfriend, She was so close to me, And she became a beauty, You never éaw
in your 1life such a gorgeocus person, When she was seventeen, elighteen, she started...

“ she took a job in an office. She took typewriting and steno in a lumber...they had

a big lumber business, And she was gorgeous., And there came a manufacturer from

furniture, A handsome guy. Faybe he was in the middle of his twenties, And he saw
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her, And he started...and she came to ma and'ée'said, You rniew, I kw met a man, fe's
our custonexr, We hade lumber, And he has a blg furniture...and he's extremely rich and
very handsome, And I fell in lave #ith bim. I love this man But how-do I come to bim?
One day this Fr. fuller asked her for a date. And she was so happy. She éame running
to me. She CIlEd for happiness, She has a date with kr, Huller, And he took her out
to éLe usmé%‘plaCes. And he fell in love with her., And he started to buy her gorgeous
clothe&ﬂh f;e thing. He was very rich, She was seventeen when she met him, And she
was S50 b@a&é&ﬁu&...mayba he would marry her. He spoke about maxriage to hex, And
one day he sald, Look, As my wife you have to have lessons in pilanc, You have %o
speak French, You will be, you will come into blg Jewish soclety, And I give you all
the lessons, I pay for themr, And I want you should start also to take singirg lessons., g
She took singing lessons. He pald for everything, And he said to her, He would like
to meet her mother., They lived in such a iiny littie small room, Very poor. But the
mother had a few dollars ﬂre#ﬁhy saved up, And when she heard that he wants to come
to her house,; My, but she wants to take another spartment, Scmething, a little more
decﬁnt. And I was running with them. They took a Little apariment. One room and a |
kitchen, No, two rooms and a kitchen, And we hought furniture, Eﬁexything wasg prepared .
for his first visit, And then Finally, she was a nicé Jewish person, Hrs. ﬁf&ner. She
made a wonderful dinner, with home cooking and everything served good and nice dishes,
s | |

EVerythingc..when he comes,., He came to the house and was very nice. He spoke to hey,
He said, look I waﬁt to marry Rizhkin,

LB Vhat was her name?

PZ Rizhkin, Rose, Rose, I want to marry her, But I want to marxy her when she is only

meanwhile

iwenty. But/I want to give her all the education and everxrything, And he spoke aboud
marriage, So, don't ask, The happiness vwas so great, But he tock her out and every
night, whenever he took her to a show or sOmeﬂhere, ten o'clock, 5n the dot, he was

-watching the time, He brought her home, He brought her home, She said, Why dan't I

stay a little longer? No, you have to be beautiful, You have to have your sleep. I

want you to go to bed ten o'clock, After tem o'clock,,,For one year, It was such a
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puzzle, To me and to her. And she begged hlm some times. She wants to stay in a
7hight club, No., No. He would never glve in/ And one day she takes her singing lesson
from a prdfeasor. Meanwhlle, she was gorgeous, You have no idea what a beautiful,
what a beautiful giil she was, éie—wae-ﬁ beauty, And one day, she's taking her
lesson, singing lessonﬁ, wilth her professor., And there were heavy draperies between
the two rooms, Sc she sees a lady runs into the room, The mald opens, and she runs
into_the room and she said, Professor, Professor., I have to talk to you. And cries,
And he goes with her to the other room, And tbe heavy drapery, théﬁplush drapery
between the two rooms, She said, Now I know, You know, he is engaged to me and he
is engaged to a pooxr girl, I took a detective and he 1s engaged to a'gggzg'?;rner
and with her 1t's always 111l ten o'clock and ‘then he comes and picke me up from
the theater, She was an acgress or a singer, He comes and picks me up, And spends
the night with ne, But he 1s engaged to her and me, He 1ls leading a double life,
f#giﬁ:hreé years he has played this double role, 4&nd

Rizhia hears this, He is engaged to a poor girl, Rlzhla lerner, It's her nagﬁ.

And she cries terrlble,

And she breaks down, She falnted away there,

IB Are you sure Aythur Schnitzler didn't write this?

PZ No, That's a true story.

LB Doesn't 1t souild 1lke something by Schnitzler?

PZ No. Tﬁat's:sﬁch a true story, You have no idea, My children know this and my
sigters,,.,theyhall know this,

LB It is Schnitzler that I'm thinking of, Isn't 1t?

PZ It's the right Shnitgzler, Belleve me she could write a boog;?%gb she had a nervous
breakdown, -

LB Oh~h-h;

P% She ran home, And her mother called me in the afternoon, She said, Pauwla, come over,

o : ' Ske vaid

Something terrible happened, And I come ove:uﬂHb came like usual, four o'clock to
vpck her up, And there shid::jgéysterically in bed, Mother didn't know id she had

htmare :
a nig « And sho was exying, And when he came in, she whipped & knife, Go
- _ | » Go out
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Pz

FZ

of my 1ife! What did you do to me! You ruined the best years of my life, Wnat did

you do? Get oui, T don't want to see you any more, ind she had a nervous break
down, Took her to an institution, And she was adnitted for Tht three montns in a
mertal institution. And her mother went every day. And I went with the mother. 4And
she didn*t want to talk to us, She didn't want to see us, Finally, she was a little
batter, But she was so-0-0-0 how could I tell you? She never smiled, She never..,
She was depressed,

Depressed, She was very depressed, The doctor said to her, You take her to the iigrth
Sea, The Sea may help her, The mother did everything, The poor woman,..I'm telling
you. She didn't know what to do, She took herto Nordenidis (?). Thait's a resort on
the North Sea, She took her to Hoxrtheneye (7)., On the Jlorth Sea,

In Germany?

In Germany. tear Hamburg, She took her to the Wortherneye and thexe she
was sitting only with the mother neax the water., She didn't talk to anybody or any-

thing,. There was a beauty contest, liordeneye from the resort. All $hose.

‘whe wanted to participate had to go to the office and put their names down and so.

But she didn't go down, Bul the Cours director from the,.,.noticed her. Everybody
noticed...she vas exﬁgkmelx(béautiful. A slassic beauly. Gorgeous. They went to her,
To her mother, *Don't you come and want to parficipate in the beauly contest? There's
no one of those girls who want to participate who ié as beautiful as you. I'il fake
you down, ¥ BShe said, o, I don't want to go. I don't want to, But he said; You come,
And he came and picked her up. She didn't want to go. And all the other girls with
make up, with 1ips£ick, with everything, She, Jjust plain, Compietely...nb make~up,

HR or anything. And she walked there. From eight thousand people she was the only

one WU, From eight thousand pecple she was "einshtimming" - what's

that?

LB

¥Z

L3

Pz

First?
Mo,
Outstanding?

I‘:O. IIO. 61/1-'—";'(«‘ é?‘ﬂd s by
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L5

2

LB

27

Pz

LB

bz

One voice, Gie volce.

In all the papers, her vleturs, In all the papers...
{Tape enls ) |

P, o ,

307 She wont » {M A&‘“KL’ #‘-u / /j ,(.Jfﬁm{

Yes, She won, She Aidn't everl...she wasn't even happy. She was bowred with,.,and a man

coiges over to them in the cours park and approached them, "I saw tﬁe bezuly contest,

I am wathing you for days, I'm an Amerid an, I'm here. I was in Galiecia to visit my

parents. ..

Oh come! Another one!

Yes, To wisit my parents and 1 Just stopped here for a short while, I wanted 4o see

Hordeneye (%) I want to marry you, So, Bhe was not guite twenty years old

and she told him the story of her life. A very gocd looking man, Very nice man, His

name was ¥k Kohane ard he was living in New Y7k, So she told him what bappened to hex,.

She sald, I can®t love you, I can never love anothexr man again, This was my love,

And ﬁy heart is broken forever. If you want to marry me without love, I don't want to

remiin an old maid, I marry, I made up.my mind, whoevercomes across and somehow décent,
but I will never go with you to America, If you want to marry me, you have ieo marry

me and stay in Germany. Because 1 would never go. Wy father left my mother to America,
And I have such a terrible feeeling about this country. Because this was the misfortune
of my mother., And I don't want to go to this country. 30 he said, 0.K. He's so nuch

in love with her that he's going to liquidate everything in the country and he's coming
to Eerlin to live, And he cane, :
}MZdid}
He came to Perlin, He married her, They had two girls. Two lovely children, But she
hated him, She couldn't stomach him. She couldn't ever love him, And but he was madly
in love with her, Then Hitler came and they arrested him..;ﬂitler arrested him, And

she,,.arrested her,

Her! I was going to say, Wasn'™ he an American citizen?

o, Ho, Hitler arxrested her, I don't know if he became German citizen, Anyhow'they

arrested her, She did some favor to a friend, Sent then 2ome noney. snd they arrested
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. her mnother, aand

':;F)‘!:/\.' /{{-‘Lrb Wl{,{/y ._,{,{‘;"E!L

her, She wos in priscin and he was widh the
they tried overything fo sel hexr out frowm the enzis, BUE they couldn't get her ount,
And he tool it so muen to heart. He was a young man,/gién...in the forties,; maybe,
Md he had a heaxrt attack, A fatal héart attack, He rassed aﬁay. And when he had
this fatel heart attack, so the rabblis and everytihing mmwtxas went to the ﬂazis and
‘asked them only to rclease hexr only for two hours that she could go +to the funeral,
snd they gave the permission that she could go to the funeral, They took her out
from camp for two hours, to the funeral, and her mother had papers prepared for her,
false passports and evsrything, and the two children, from the funeral, they zave a
few hours maybe, or the next day, she took her to the train and with.thelf&lse pass-
port, only with a little suitcase, with the two kids, her mother took her to CGracow,
3ut ol the border, they were shivering. They were looxing for her already. But she
cams throuzh...it's a lonz story but I don't know,..but she came through to Eland,
AShe escaped the Hazis, |

Through Feland?

Thizs time, Cracow wazs Galicla,

But how did she get out of Foland? Hobody else could zet out of Poland.

ko, this time it was not Poland, It was still,..This time was Poland already, yah,

This time the Hazig were not in Poland yet, Only in Germany, This time they were ﬁot

in Foland., Poland was still,..

S0 where did she go after Poland? I meah you might as well finish.the story.

there did she wind up?

She wound up,..wgbt to Israel, But the Nazils, the lezis were seaxrching for her and

she, s« the mother was a smart woman, She had everything pLanned, prepared, false
PADELS e a s

T, really, I have /nefer...that really sbould bte a Schnitzler story.

She, in Israel,..XI went foxr a trip to Isreel in 193% and I visited her and she had
a libttle store there, in one of the main streets., She hal a litile store, Anl her -
nother had, she made, uh, little, like private...how would you call,..she made

some dinners and lunches, private,,.
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A1l wight, now let's say good bye to her} ot ﬁiﬂﬁﬁibﬁif'

Yes, That's Rose, Because that's also couuected with the igeis, I told you what
she went through. But that's ohe story, And then e CHNCy e |

Jalt a minute, now Paula,.,You come to 3edin.,.ond 011 ne, where did you live in
Berlin?

In Berlin,..

In any particular section?

In Lichtenberg, It's now the East zone. It coﬁes under the east zone now but thia
tine it was ...

Was this a Jewlsh gection?

wo, o,

Mixed?

féry few Jewish, let's say ten percent Jewish,

That's why there were so few Jews in your school., Oanly you and this other gifi.

PZ  Yes, fmw;@'

How, what kind of a school did you go to? Ho; first tell ne ho; many years did you
stay in Bexrlin?

Tn Berliﬁ, I stayed until I married, I married to Dsnzis,

Yes, what year? How many years dild you live in Zedin then?

Berlin, I tell you...l914 until 1923,

That's a loig time. That's almost ten years,

I went to schocl, I went to high school, First public school, then a lyceum. Lyceum
was like a high school,

WYhat kind ol lyceum?

Lycepn was like a high school,

It's a lyéee. What was the name?

Pestalozzl, Lyceum, That is the name of the lyceum in Lichtenberg;

I know the nane, I'm txying te remember where I heard the name of Pestalozzl,

Yes, Festalozal lyceuh. And then when I graduated high sehool I went to the runberg

Akademie, It's llke a college.
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s Ti's alse Ln Serlin,

fi&  La Derlii, yousds.

L3 What did youw sitndy there?

T2 I studied literaturc nod music,

I3 Uas this a private school?

¥Z o, Ro. Therc was a college,

Ly ielly was it a private collzge?

P2 I think so,.,private,

L3 Youw bad tultion?

P& Taition, yes.

L3 lLiow,; here's your father,..

rZ4 Hy father, lLe was so successful. He started small,..

s dalt, wait, wait, Your father was & Hasid, when he started.

7 Yes, but in Berlin he had to work on Shabbos, What he didn't like o de. It was against
him but in order to make a living, he ha? the store thers, retail store with eggs
and butter and cheese, And the main business was on saturdays, We opened the store on
Shabbos and he worke& oh Shatbos there.

LB ind he also allowed his oldest daughter to go to public school..,

PZ Yes, Yes, Yes. And to college, In ferlin he changed, Assimilated a litile,

L3 He becanc assimilated,

FZ2 A little,

13 Did he speak German?

P2 Yes, He spoke German.

L3 Could he read German?

P2 Yes. He spoke and wrote and could read German, ly father was self educated, In German,
he wrote very nicely German lelters, And read paper evéry day. He was very interésted
in current...in everything, politics and everything..Even here in America, when he
cama to,..he always was well informed in politics, cverything,

LE How about your mother?

5
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¥4 oy nother? Iy mother ¥ux wrote very nic: -ermai: letters, he had a beautiful hand-
wrdting, |

LE Yas cshe able to speak German’t

i Yes. Very good,

Iz Did she belpn him in the store? In Gernmany...in Bexrlin tco?

¥%Z Yes, she helped him in the business,

LE ow did they make friends in Bariir?

rZ Oh, yes, We had a lot of friends in Bgiin.

15 Were they Jewish friends?

72 Only Jewish friends,

LB How did they meet them if you lived in,.,

FZ .BecaUSe,...%his little paxrt of Berlin, Lichienbexg, all the Jews thefe had a shul,,.

LB They did? |

FZ Yes, They had a few shuis, 4nd in the shul we made ffiends..,

LB So he continued going to shul?

% Of course!

I3 Did your mother keep a kosher home?

2 Yes. Very strictly, This yes, We observed everything. With the one exception that we

DU S eSS ‘ _ |

had to make #m¥e-cn Shabbos,

IB Yes. Kow, was this an Orthodox shul?

% Yes, COrthodox.

Ls And so he stayed Orthodox?
PZ Orthodox, Yes. Orthodox. As a2 matter of fact,/gg was the founder, He took...ihis...
tﬁe next...when we started, first...he started another shul and later he founded a
little shul and donated the Torahg;scroll. too, he donated,..he vas pretty well to do,
later, He started, in the begimming was Brd. He worked veiy hard but he woskasd him-
gelf up and became very successful, my father was very sucgessful, He had a very bié
business, wholesale, latexr on,

IB He was a wholesale grocer?

PZ First he started retail and then he started wholesale with eggs, butter, even, I
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Livby's " .
rememher/&ﬂmixgskmnx the condeused wilk, Libby's, h: importsd from A ecica to

Berlin,

Yhat was your nalden name?

Iy maiden name was Schheivelss,

Sehneiwelas, Walte as snow. That's a very preﬁty nane, Schneiueiss.

Snow Yhite,

How do you remember,.,Well your friends saw your home as a very happy henzx one. Is
that how yousee?

Our home was a happy one, haﬁpy family life,

It was,

Yes, And then I married...

iio, We're not ready to go to your marriage yebt. Lio...iany of the Hasidic husbands
were vather reserved; you know, and they treated their wives with résyect but they
were noyoverly demonstrative or falkative, SOmeiimes they would be silent at the
table unless they were addressed, How was 1t in Im your.home?

Ko. Because my mother was working with him in the husiness, It was a differant rela-
tionship. You know? They had to talk at the table, even for business and also about
those things. 3o itlwasn't like this, in our home, 3he was & pariher in the business.

It was a friendly relationship?

Yes, Yes,
How how about the children? Were they$included in the conversatien at the dinner

table and so on?

As a mattexr fact, yes, my fathex gavers always some jobs to do, One had to make up
the bilis. Like me, He let me make out the bills for the customers and whon we had,
we gent out the chauffer with merchandise, I had to fake over what he brouzht back,
And maxk it down, He saw whal he deliviered, What he brought back, So, we all parti-l
cipated a litile,

Now how about your brothers? What kind of education did they get?

Iy brothers weut alse to the Lyceum, ‘

They did, Did they...
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PZ It woo cootoer name. The school for boys was separvate ans the girls was separate,

LE 3o it was oot Festaloczi, 1t was ancther one, Becsunn that's an Ttaelisn uans andg 1

vameter that nahne Trom some place... U0k,

ks F2 was an elucator,

L3 liybe that's it.

PZ  He was an educator, Bul I don't remember the school my broﬁhefs went to, It was a -
high school too and I don't remember the nane, I remember the building. Iremember the
building exactly., I forgot the name of the school,

LB llere your brothers cducated in Yidish, min Hebreu?

PZ ly father was 7@#43&&§L private Hebrsw teoacher and specially the Talmud, He gave them
Talmud lessons, they should know all about Talmud, A teacher came to our house 5pe01a11y.

My father
to the two brothers, mx/#au very much fox 1t they should know all about the Tzlmud,
Especiallv the Talmud, iebrew and Talmud,

Lz Did your Wrotherssz have a chance to go to unlver51ty° Were they considering going

on/tge university?

50, My brothers did not go. They only went to hlgh school, They never went to college,

H
N

tne VLrother, the oldest, want right away to my father's business. He worked with my
father then and the youngest alse went for himself into business in another town, In _
the same type of bLusiness that my Father had, but in 3tettin, ly youngest brother
went to 3tettin and established there almost the same business as my fathe; had,
1B And you had the two brothers you say. And then two more sisters. There were three gixlsi
and two boys, And what did the other two girls do? .
PZ The two girls went to high /%chool and thén we had to...,one went to an art school,
That was,..she was very talented in art, She was paihting. ind she went to Helmen
Art School.
LB In Berlin?
PZ In Berlin, It was a very good art school, 3She took up fashion designing, where she
was very good, She took up fashion designing, And I tell you, my father's attitude
was that a girl cannot iake a Jjob, It was against the Jewish tradition, A& girl shouldn't

work for a living, So, if she's not married, he was against it, iy sister was offered
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very nlce jobs in fashion dezighisg. d2 wouldu't let Ler go. ke was wealthy, and
he 4485t want his davghters have to go out, they hawe to go out ani make a living,

That would bo...

LE A disgrace,

PL A disgrace, for him,

L3 Thls was common, at tuat time,

P2 At that tiney yes.

13 I've heard this from secveral Gerpan Jewish...th}s is a Gérman Jewish vew, I don't
know if.,..certainly among Galician JeWS,nwomen didu't work,

PZ lo, |

13 Sut they didn't have the chance, There wes no place for them.to work,

PZ lio place and it would be degrading. Degrading for a Tamily when a girl goes out to
make a living, |

LR Yés, I've heard this from several German Jewish families,

"PZ  They woulin't let none of us to go out to make 2 living.

that
Iz Low 1 also heard, that ahout that time, thal ithe men could not...notfthey could noﬁ)
but that the pressure was on the young men noi to marry until they were thirty,
¥4  wenty elgnt.

13 Is that /correct? :
- foom W somidd, nevtes;

fes, Zecause until they establish themsclves, and could nake a living for a family..,

4!
SN

like here,..youngsiév Tey get married, He goes to work. Sha goes to work, Somehow
the combination there can do something. Thore, he has to be eatab1¢shed Have a business
or a position that he could get maxried and usually it was twenty eight or thirty |
years wntil 2 man was standing on his own feet and could support a family;

I> HNow, one very nice man who lives on ny sirset as a mattef of fact, resented that
_terribly. He said, He felt that it worked a terxible haxdship ou the young men that
they could not marry before they were thixty, He still resents it!

P7 But it was no hardship. Ho. It was nimuefdsnlp. Just the opposite, ihen a ﬁan has
.to get married and a haby is coming,ﬂthey're striving, they don't have enough, I

think it was a vdry good idea that they waltel wtil they were/gg%%%{ished and were
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able to support a family, I thinz this woes much betbor uhmh/ﬁbﬁijgﬁééwﬁiy freliplée

] . 3 1 ) I, - M= . A B _r o T .
i3 T see, Qo tell me; you [inished the lycee about 10Ls, it woulld be, xight? Lo, no.
Sfter, 411 right, now lel me toke you back, wow, you cone i 19, I know, wist, thsre .

.

was one other guestion, 1914, ,.I want to get some tines straisht. You came in 1914,

“Imm The war had Jjust hegun, Then, Germehy lost toe war and there were riots in Zarlin.. .

i

:

- ;
;

£i Rlots In Berlin., There was no food.,Stamps, Tuere was no clothing. Shoes. You would

have to stay, days, sonetimes two days and iwo nights in order to get a nair of shoes.
I3 How this was during the war?

Fi Ko, after the war,

Lz I'm talking about...what do you remember about the war itseli”

P2 The war ltiself was that my father had to go for examination, He was still a youngman

m 10 cu@.;w) and there was desperate not to go. He would deo everything
to avoid to become 2 soldiexr, They wanted to take him to the Austrian avmy there.
Sc - He didn't eat for weeks, He got weak, lost weight, They
shouldn't accept him, you know, when he went there. So Thauks God, he came torough
withouv naving,,.tney dicn't tuk. him. Hob every tlie, every ye.r, every nafli a Year,
we haJ a scare, My ratner woulg na%e 10 Lleave the tive cnataren. iy motusy wouwrd go
? P,

baek to custria ( :) out ‘luanks God the war was over anc they diun ©
drart D,

Lo Dia you find thav you sufieren any harwsnips dur.ng the waw s

bz uUn yes. |

LB 1ou aiu,

Pso Tv was - everyuilug., 1ne foun s1iuction wes terrible. It wa. very very nard to get
even vreud, and everytning. But my railher w.s in the €gg business, butter, egegs, su
ne goula excnange eggs...he gave tnen 8588, He gave thum buiter, He gave them tne
cheese., lney gave us breag. 'lney gave Us the fiour. 'lhey gave us sugar, S0 we didn' i
Suliex as mucn as tue otuers. But 1t was nacaship,

I3  But they neve. requisitionea nis goods?

FZ no.

by Not the Gorma. army,



Palla 4oliman ' S Side 2 C DL 21

| o'

Py
L
P4

Li

L
Py
bb
7
Ln

ra

/L3
Py

LB

>
bz
Lo
FZ
Lils

Pti

LB

4

Kot Jhe German army. Ho.
ns JeWs, now, Livings in serein, . .now thié is dering e firs1 corid =T, a1d you
Teel any... |
DLSCrImaisd ulon
ies,
no, ‘th1ls Tilws, no,
Tacre Wwas no anti-semitism?
no wilid-Bemitism,
Amoug the Jewish trx. s that you made, in Lichtenbeig...
Licutenbers, yaii.
Were tnuse Jews al.o refugeesy
Mostly from tne same backgruuiil, lou see, UsUally you stick 1o your own,
ad you..fuiu YOur parents muwKe any Irieius amongst perliners? Native Berliners?
NO.
ey wlid not.
Only wic, TNOSe peuvpie Wnod came Irtuin tne same backgroubu,..from Galicil, tnoy uwybde
came & 1littl. earrier, a littie racver, But whis was the,,.
That was t.e pattern,
Les,
ud you ring tuet German oorn Jews were nou so frichuly toWerus ThOSEe TeCellu.e.
Yes: Detiniruely!
Wetl, coula you talk aboutr tuat a little Lit?
tnece was Like o Bacrier, Tuey wuuedn'z,, otoey beked tue Ostyuuen, German JeWs, ..
U Taey Culslaer you Ustju:en?
fes. Or course, ustjuuen, ‘fw f?[fﬂ{,d/ AL
Dia they say so?
tuey Wouiun'l like tuelr sons oo their daughters to marry Ustjuuwen. It was worse
than tioey woidd marry i Cur.scian, (Pause) Completely, make like a wall. (u/ddg-?)
How diu you wvegome aware of tni.? How aid it suouw liseax™

BeCauss, L Tetl you, Many, many o0l T.Ose Geimah ovews, the Kius even wowd terl you,
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You are Ostaen.

Weili, Woers Qlu yull See Tl 0. mcetl them?

we MEL Tuoh 1.l ,.We Hae o SCuool wbere...for rerlgion,

un, TS 1S o separate school thau you went wof

Separate =scuovl. ¥

You dian‘t tell me tu 1,

no, no. We went to the Lyceum but Jewasn cnilureu, thore Was (Z?) ‘thav

we cu-u:.i.uu"t %;6}2? ;‘;ﬁéﬁ,ﬁ;&ﬁiﬁ% L-,;lct;t-.tfi? school ox the religicvnsunteriscne, how
to te.i youm..you na To g0 jgwfzi afterncon, Yyou had to gu w tae reiigion shule,
And there we mot the Germun/MEx®¥ culiuren too, And there they woula wiways push us

asive and they woutdn't teik to us., They ncuidu't even...vuney lgnored us, cuupletesy.
now dia you speak aliteren.ly tuan tuey aiu? |

ot No, I spoke a perfect German and I wrote,.,and I can write perfect German and.,.
Well then, how could they recognize you?

But they knew, They knew. From their parents that this famlly and thié famlly were
O-tjuden. God forbid.

You didn't have horns or anything4?

You have no idea how they hated you, And when Hitler came to power, they were so sure
that Hitler didn't mean them. Only the 0Ostjuden. Butlﬂitler meant them just the same.
He destroyed them just the same and they learned a bitter lesson, that Hitler didn't
mean only the Ostjuden, They were so sure, ¥mxdit Us] He @oesn't mean us. Only the
Ostjuwden, And they didn't mind. As long as he would leave them alone., They wouldn't
mind at all.

dre you sure?

I am sure,

Bow do you know this Paula?
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T4 'ﬁmw_youldn‘t eome to rescue yon iiuﬁhey_would knou}Pnly as /E{?’
’ﬁhaﬁ:ﬁeans me, Jell, [ don't mind.

LR You knew this for a fact?

¥Z That's a shame. Yes. I know for a fact, Pecause I was married in Danzig, this tine,

L3 Yes, In what year was this? That was in 10247

¥2 I was in 1923 married to Danszig, And when Hitler came to Danzig...

LB He came to Danzig later,

rZ later, lLater., and there came one ¢of the biggest lawyers in Danzig, a JEwish lawyex.
Background all German Jews, Very proud of his inheritance,

LB What was his name?

PZ Dr. Abraﬁ was his name, He came to this country and changed it for Allingtoﬁ. S50
Dr, Abraham he was a bachelor, Every rich family with a daughter wished Dr. sbhrahan
should become their son in law. He was, how would you call itse.s

LB Eligible,

PZ The most eligible bachelor in town, But he went to Switzerland, he didn't want to get
married ,imexusax he was thirty seven, thirty eight years old and he went to Switzer-

land and fell in love with a very beautiful girl from Germany. #lsc German background,

I8 & Jew?

P:  blso Jewish background. Yes, Very fine family, Very, nlice society, She didn't havé a
father or a mother, Very wealthy. She was brougnht up and educated in Switzerland. He
boought her to Danzlz., He married her. And there was a big sensation. But as long as
he married a German Jew, everything was fine, |

£ K/~

LB (Laughsngou know, It speaks so badly of human beings. Yes. Go ahead,

PZ So she was a German Jew, What happened, she brings, he introduces her to all his
friends, the clubs, Dr, So and one was a Jjudge and one was a famous lawyers, all of
college educated people. All with degrees, And she couldn't find a friend there, She
was & lovely girl, And hexr hother brought her up,...her mother was a German Jew. She
brovght her up differently. She was an exception. Her mother sald, There is no differene

Qadjpdls v Ainmiit _ |
as long as you're dewish. Ifxymn You should know, as long as you like a perscon, she's

Jewish, your faith, there's no difference. and she came to Danzig,. And all those
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people who.. . in tL%a avoul she couldn't find one friend, »nd I took English lessons
,.J—
hacause Hitler came already and we planned to jo to America, Took private dnglish

lessons., I met her there, Jhen I met her there, she just took a liking to me and also

to my husband, sspecially to ms, 3hes said, You know, Faula, I'm here two years. I

couldn't find anybody, anybody I could warm up. And with you I'm right...I'm warmed
qﬂﬂﬁfafﬁwc
up to you, I'm so happydyou. finally, finally I have a person who I like and I could

talk 4o her., I said, Hedi, your huizizd ¥ill never allow you to talk to me., I am
. .5 . t ,
an Cstjude. I'm born in Galicia.nWhat the heck do I care? I like you. And I*m brought

up differently, I argue with him many times about it, He woul%:give in and he would

" never agree with me.tf To him, they are outcasts, They are all putcasts. and she

LB

P4

started to c¢all me, And she sald, I have to come up. And we have fo go out tpgethér.
And she wanted,,.
30 she became your friend,

And T said, look, I like you, But I don't want to have argumenti.I have plenty of
friends, my own, I wvas very well knowh in Danzig, And millions of friends and belonged
to all the societies there, She said, But I need you. I have nohoBy. I'm young but 1
want to talk and I want_to go out, And Howard wouldn't let me, So I said to her, Lopok.
I will tell you, Speak to your husband, and tell him I don't want you should hide be-
hind the wall, Add she told him, You know, Listen, In inglish lessons. i met Pauiau
my néme was Fish, Paula Figh, All right, I love her and she ié just the type and I

fell in love with her and I like her and I want her for my friend and she is the only

woman 1 can talk with, He said, I forbid you to talk to her, I forbid you to comminicate,

. Don't you know,,.She gaid, They are a respectabls family, I know he iz a big business-

1B

P4

P2

man, I btelonged to a respectable,.,l belonged to all the socisties. BEverybody knew
Paula Fish in Danzig, We were very well known. iy husband was very wealthy and had a
big business and[ﬂ% bohaVeé very correctlyd very nicely, only that we couldn't come
near a German Jew, Mo, They are German Jews,..

o, They are Ostjudeén.

Yhat?

Yho said NO?

Her husband, I forbid you to talk to her and I forbid you to go out with her. I @dlo f-
LR - s u/)’/_t ;/ P Py /)
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ik e g A et
You can not itvate this, I am a human being. I'm Wl and I'cannot

be friends with your friends,
I don't like,..

IB So, what happened?

PZ She said, I want you to meet Paula Fisch, I invite her here for coffee, in
the afternoon and I want you should meet her and then you will tell me if
you can forbid me I should go out with her,

| (Ehd of tape) :
gide 3 000

P2 ¥y husband was very much agalnst it, I should go to their house, He saﬁi,

I don't have to beg for his approval, his friendship. We don't need them, leave

me alone, What can you do? She loves you but it's too bad, Her husband doesn®t -
don't want to beg for his friendship. ’
agree, %thadsdﬁﬁﬂmmg. Tsaid, Look Dave, I want to go oncei for her sake, I feel

sorry for her, The glrl is lost here, TnWo years in the town and she hasn't got a

soul, So, they invited me there one afternoon, I came there. I'm telliggz you, a

home, with paintings, it was like uh, uh, how you call it, an estate, ﬁﬁi&pren
the gates and he lived inthe middle of the most beautiful garden, rose garden

in the villa there. And. this bouse was marvelous. Inherited from father.and'graﬂd~-

father, paintings. A butler with white gloves. everything beautifiul with sllver,

served. the coffee and everythling, Butler theres, Very elegzand you.know. I had a

maid, I didn't have a butler, I lived very nicely, My home was a beautiful home,

. But not compared with such a gorgeous estate like,..,so0, he was sitting there, M.
ﬁ&gﬁigand talked to me and I talked to him, And I wasg slttlng there, 1like, you
know,,.Was friendly, Very nice, Heldi told me she loves you, She's so impresssed.
She likes yow as a friend, And you know, that's inherited from way way bak, I can't
help it, It's in nme,

LB You mean those feelings.

Lo fontty

PZ Those feelings, And O, X, T wanéA%ervio have somebody so 0,K, I agree to your

D

friendship.

LB A shidach, (match)
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P4 Ah shidach, Hat men gemacht, So I leooked up to Aveaham, I don't need friends.

I have plenty of friends, And I have very nice friends. And I told him with whom
vwe communicate and so, But I like your wife and she begged me, T dd it for her
sake, Hot for my sake, 3o thls started the friendship and she came,..but he never
came, My husband,..we were never Invited. there, nly when she came to my house

or we went for coffee,,,

LB Paula, Do you see a similarity in these two stories?

PZ In which ones?

LB The one with your first frien@knd this one, DBecause when you told,,.when you
began the first story I thought to myself,-I wonder if that little girl would have
nothing to do with Paula because Paula waé a Befugee, And this other little girl
night have been, I didn't know,.,

PZ She was born in Belfrin,

LB. And she was a native Berliner,

" PZ Her parents ﬁere also from Poland, from Galicia,

LB Her mother was from Galicia, |

PZ Her father and mother they both came from Galieia, that's already different;
But this was way back German, German,., |
LB But the wife was also from way back Germ%n, German?

PZ Who?

LB The second girl, The Danzig wife,

PZ Yes. But she was bxought up liberal, Her mother was a different person, She

Bras,,.

LB But the two stories are quite sibilar, Ii's vefy interesting. That two,'in
each case 1t was a lonely person who came to you for friendship, Very interesting.

FZ Yes. Here also, I xkwu never thought about this parallel,

LB Very interesting parallel, Is that correct?

PZ Yes, That's right, But;..

LB HNow I wanted to know now,..you managed.to get through the first World Yar

without any hardship, Now when the war was over and the Republie,,,the Kaisef
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abdicated,..

PZ  And then tﬁe.ﬁepublio started, yes,

L3 But then there were certainly incidents in Berlin.

PZ Oh, wmy Gott. Revolts and everythlng. Yes, Conmunlsts. There were revolds and

e AAﬂLﬁH,ALﬁUJ
they cameﬁ..until they established a stable regime, it took so many, so many re-
volts and like revolutions. I would call them small revolutions,

LB They were., lhey were. Right, HNow were you invoyed in this at all, in a plitical
sort of way, Were you interested? Were youbpaying attention %o what was going on?
Or were you sort of removdd from all this? ¥

PZ We were interested, See we were a clique of girls who were really intelligent,
We had a few friends, And one of my friends sister, she became, even she was run--
ning through the streets as a Communist. And she was also with the Pacifists, You
know the vacifists? There was a famous,..

LB Liebknicht? No,

P7 #i Liebinicht,.,this was a man with H-a-,,.I forgot his name, He was a very
pacifist, She Joined bis party and she went with him on all the...when he went on
+es0ut of town and had speeches..,she went around with one of my friedis_younger
sister, So we were somchow interested and a little involved, in political, in the
political,,..

13 Did you find,...Did the turbulence in the city affect your own iife? I mean,
were you mmable to g£o out on the streets?

FZ We were unable to go out on the streets, Some weeks you were afrald to go out,
It was terrible,

LB Now hoﬁ did your father feel about %% everything that was going on?

P7  Yes, It was a hard time 2lso in business,

LB No, I mean did he have any political views in the matter? He hoped,,,my fgﬁ%er’
was a very optimistic{,.he had a very optimistic outlook on life, Eyerything he
saw, Gott vet helflen, You know, he was so religious that he saigd, Gott vet helfen,

o it ikl aiile Aear]’
wordd see everythingh..potbﬂ vet helfen, Gott vet helfen, You know that's what

he always,..He was very optimistie, éf?@fc,,-. It came like this,
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Things settled down aad it started a normal life, Then the inflation came, That

was a very blg shock. il lost every penny from hour @ to hour,
LB, Now that was what year? I know,

FZ Bverything,.. Iy father was a wealthy nman, he organized, he was,.. M8 in
a few weeks he was wiped out completely.

L,B, What year xkut was that?

PZ Financially, It was in the yearlj21,;22.

LE ©Oh in that.., that's when the inflation started. Ch not the depression,
but the inflation,

PZ No that was inflation,

LB 2%, 22, ok, .

F7 Incredible, Zpyﬂggg7éf’ﬂ;;d to start all over again until it seﬁtlad.
We went through turbulent times, IT was terrible at times this,.. after the
first World War,

LB Did you think of yourself as Gexman by this time? Or did you alﬁays...
How 4ld you consider yourself? How did you see yourself?

PZ I wonldn't consider myself completely German.

LB No. | _

PZ Still there was something in your pieesseze (?)}Z?iﬁbﬂ»f Cfg%ﬁﬁﬁff)
LB Yeah., If you had to compare the two lives.,,

®PZ Life in Germany I liked more than in Poland,

LB You 4id?

PZ Yeah,

LB Why is that?

FZ Because there always was anti-semitisms, In Foland it was more anti-

_semitic than Germany. dézggéijtime.

LB Even though it was Austiria? h
PZ  Austria wuxa was é@ﬁbzi sﬁé&a;CZc,,ﬁzéoic o
LB More so than Germany? Even, even, it was worse than it was In Berlin?

FPZ  ¥uch worse, ef In Berlin it got s0 had when Hitler came in, Before
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Hitler in Germany life was much nicer for Jewish piople than in Poland,
than in Galizia,

LB It was?

PZ O yes, definitely, Eut still there was also, therexwe were anti-mmit
semites in Gevmany too, in Berlin. And I know when we went out in the street
e and the girls was a little nicer dressed, my father was well to do,,,
they wére calling after us, the children "_IZa. ﬂah Juden ", |
LB What's "ayah"?

Pz Ayah from eggs., My father was the ..,

LB Ch, the "Bzg Jews",

PZ The Egg Jews, They are the,ffﬂh Juden, The word "Juden" was before
Hitler.

LB Yes,

PZ They called after us, The Aha Ayah Juden,

LB Iexyoworemmemerxwien?® When gas this? Do you remember when?

!
PZ  The year,that was in 1920, 21,,,
LB They were bad times,

somi bio

PZ They called after us names, There was always a little anti-zmenXtizn
but not as bad as in Calizia,
1B Do you remember anti-semitism in Galizia?

PZ2 Yeah, I remembex,

IB ‘'cause you mere Just a little gixrl,

PZ I was a small girl but I remember, There was a shoemaker heat them

Up.., Bd® and sone Polish officers, soldiers beat the poor Jews in the market,

LB Yes, _ .
(?) ﬁﬂzﬁufJiﬂﬁfﬁiza
P72 The soldiers axe-shoeting—at us,
IB You saw it?

PZ 1 saw it,

LB Oh yeah, because in &z Zseszow you were far enough west that Yyou would bﬂJ

bl
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living among Foles, right? Kot Ukrainians,
FA Ho, Poles, nly Foles,
LB You wexe living among Poles right, because further east they were
surrounded by Ukrainians, |
FEX By Ukrainlans, No but we were..
IB But in Zseszow,,.
PZ In Zseszow were more Poles,
L2 ‘Hore Poles,
P2 Polés. yeah,
LB Vere therem any Ukrainlens there, do you remember?
PZ No no, mostly Poles, yeahs
LB Okay. So here you were Jews among Yoles and in Germany you were Jeis
ARONE Germans and Cernan Jaws,
P%  German Jews, yah, Here we had two , two oﬁposites,-in Germany., So thai's
it, And then,..
LB HNow when you went to the lycée were there more Jewish girls int the
lyceum? | |
PZ Inthe lyceum? % Qoo
LB How many?
PZ  There were only two or three gitls in the lyceum.
LB How abont in the TNt College?
PZ There were more Jewish girls,
LB There were more,
PZ lore Jewish girls, L went',’:"three, four friends of mine,
oh zt I had four friends, Je#ish girls, My friends,

IB So you didn't have the opportunity to make too many Jewish girl

friends, did you ?
e Lebl- 1.
PZ Ho, but ah,,. yest-h&é—%hree~ r-four,

LB From the shuljiiﬂ you make the friends?
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¥Z  Ho, we were.;. it was,.,. yah, from the shul, the parénts were In the
same shul than my parents, So we hel and became good friends, Very good
friends . inmxFawiy

LB But youx best friend....

PZ My best friend was 'this time Rizhia, yeah? And I was single,

LB Oh! still, A1l the time you wewre single it was st&ll Rizhie?

PZ Rizhia, yah, And two other girls, Very nice girls,

1B She didn't come to Humboldt College? Mo,

P72 Ho., She couldn't afford that,

IE Right.

FZ But I had two more very close girls friends besides Rizhia, They're
both in Israel now,

IB They are?

PZ And oneltkexexix There is a scholar, she 1s writing a book.,maw One of

my friends who went to Isreel, who is now in Israel, She is Writing a bobk.

-‘This is such an interesting story when you have time I wiil tell you,

LB Well no, not... We'll save that.

PZ It's terrible,this is worse than Rizhia, her 1life, Wnhat she 1lved through.

LB Now tell me somethlng... Uity . u¢

fii e ww;f: .
PZ In-a-—eawmp of Hitler, this one. Her name 1s Faula too. And she lost her
huskand in Holland, They took him to thé camp they... she never xXEX saw hém,
She had two sons ... one was three, one was five, The three year boy
@ﬁzgp‘put also in camp and she didn't know where her children are. And one
child, she.,, later when the war with Hitler was over in Holland and she
found out her hushand was dead,,,.

LB wShe ek o Duilebe ?"r/vC

PZ No,  She was from Berlin but she escaped }mx¥aititard first to Holland,
| .

Because PHolland Hitler was much later,
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LB  They wiped out the Dutch Jews, Yeah,

PZ Yeah, And then she started to search for her children, She found out
the older boy was dead, her husband was dead, Bul the smaller ‘o;:)y he was ;
taken to London by. a Jewish orsanization, they took him 1o London, And she

found out he was adopted from a Jewish family baker., So she started to search...

’{Li A
No, she came out,.., she d8idn*t.,., she couldn't stay in Holla.nd. the
Nazis were st&ll around and she came on the ship ., DNot the St. %here was

another ship,

IB The St. Louis was sent back wasn't it7

PZ  Yeah.

7

IB Yeah, but there wajs anhother s‘nlp and Bauix” teek weeks , she was on the

ship, The others died /rm? ‘}y Ihyne only 20 percent survived., And she came
% to Ecuador, to a south American country, She was starved. She didn't have,,.

ol 7 2%
one dress, it was in rags already. She came aff there and tookﬁ off the boat,and
gave her to & / ‘:: :Lt was an Itallan fo man and he said "Look what
L
you can make here is just (Cjﬁ% %ﬂ bread a day, That's what I give you,*
Every day a,,," She was happy and she slep'ﬁ, e A'szzwwwm I’ /42:5%9
int this factory &4 f'(:f(/ /éﬁmz survivors. And she was a very intelligent
A
girl, Bhe played piano j-é’&% w{ft conc:er’c pianist, spoke many languages.
/ Aff/-’»'

She was also ﬂfm(ﬂ/ Then this foreman saw that she's a better person,
she said maybe I can get you a position., The Swiss consul here is looking for

a governess for their mhiddwe children and @ maybe I could reccommend you there,

. S Ao

And she got the job, The day after at the Swad® consul she came and she
introduced herself and there were two bhoys and they reminded her so of her
i3w children, FMeanwhile she started through organizations to write to find

out. And found out that the one boy 1s alive and adopted by baker in London.
She wrote to the HIAS organization,sh She saved her money, she ma&e thirty
dollars a month there with the consul, She saved every penny she should

38 si could .
accunulate money she.ankeundd go to London and maybe see her child,
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lleanvhile the bay was 13,14 years already, And she wrote tothe bakers a
heart breaking letter, She wrote Hnglish, She doesn't,,, she will not xh
N il Fbr’
tell the boy that she's the mother but they should just gfve—in—tb the
pexrmission that she couvld look at the boy once, She wahts to see her child,
And they answered 54%¥4/ (Tz)éjﬁﬁ¢zjﬁfhégaif 2idn't want her to come,
S0 she wrote to all of her organizations in London for the accomplishment
that she could see the boy. And she took all the money that she had saved
up, She went to London, She mix called up the baker§ she is there and

there she met the boy, 5She saw the child and she saw hém and she didn't...

- she didn't.... she promised she would never say a word, VWhen she came the

boy said "What do you want from me you bad German woman?" "Get away fronm
me!" They brainwashed hém that there will be a German woman come wanis to\

see him, she's a crazy woman, vou are crazy, get out of here!"™ BSo she /,
yja -{_6..-

became a breakdown, She screamed so, g_fﬁ' =z f"_”f_ﬁ"* /Mb%m ¢
Lok CLbdyf L) : |
They took her away to an institution, And the child was scared she,.. he
gaW what she did, They tock her tc an institution, she was there for few
months, and she came out of it, We didn't know, she didn't know that 1 am
alive , I am safe in America, I didn't know where she was, We lost track,
everything, But when I met her in Israei a few years,,. 8 Yyears ago.
I met her, I found out she lives in Israel, she told me the stoxy, So, I'm
delling yo%)the boy didn't want to see her and she was so sick, Finally an
amt,,, at the time she had an aunt in Israel, The aunt sent her papers to
Isracl, Beforg she went to Israel she went to the organizations again, They
kmew all about the story, BShe wants to see the boy before she leaves. For
once more in her life she wants to see him, And then she wanis to take
advantage v L{//LI, /W-gf(ja., m mﬁéhe found the picture of her, her husband,
the little boy and the big brother, and.on the other side was the real_name.
Ashen was the name., And this time the organization accomplished that She

would see him the last time in her life. She was going to Israel, So they
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pave her the permission, 5o she came Into the boy, She teld him,

She told him " I didn't tell you the first time, I am your real mother,

bon't say to me I am a crasy woman, Look at this plcturs, GCan you

remenber? Who is this?

LB Yeah, Go aheard,

PZ 80 he sald "This man with the glasses, I remember him, And that's you,"
S0 "This iz your father! And do you remember this boy?" He said " I think

I remember him." She said " iould I tell you a lie, this is your brother,

* They're botﬁ dead, I an alive, I promise bakers I don;t fake you away,
TREYXABXRBAHBHR You are happy here, they love you,"

-"Yes," he said, " I don't know you, I love then,"

She said "I lwave you with the bakers, but here is my address, I will

vrite to you, to the pést office,.. 10 the post office box, And if you

will only answer me once in a while you will smake me the very most happy
person alive," Ard she left him, She kissed him, The boy said "I

believe your story but X, you kuow I have no feelings for you, I &k

like my parents now," 5o she said "I don't want to take you away, I want
your happiness,” And four years later,.,,. she wrothe to him, She wxmika wrote
to him every week, 4nd once in a while he answered, a few woxds only, One
day he writes to her he was sent, in Ping-pong, he is the champioefgﬁd they
sent him to Israel, there was ...

1B There was a ping-pong competidion in Israel!l

2 And he will be thexe in Isxael, he.will look her up, He came to Israel,
Meanwhile she found mwt a very nice man, she married him, VYery poor, very poox,
He was a taxi driver, the taxi was only... i1t was not his own texg,.,

L3 Don't get off onto ancther story. Yeah,

P2 And the boy came, The boy came, And she spoke to him, She was so happ%g‘

he came to see her, “She said to him “Are you happy?", He said “He"., The
bakers they have an upholstery business, my dream was that I was to beeena
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a psychlatrist, I want to be a doctor, They wouldn't let ne go. They
need me in the business., I am upholstering, T help them in the busgi-
ness, I am very good in this'frade but T hate it, I'm so.unhagpy. I

want to become a doctor,” So she said to him "¥ou know, when you come back,
I am your mother, I want your best, You are so young, you are 18 years old,
Give thei an ultimatum, * Or you let me go and study, if ﬁot...', you
have a trade, you go out, lock for a Jjob, g0 in the evening to college and
study what you want to study. Become a doctor, And he kissed hex, embraced
her and said "You are my mother, because you . understand me, You feel
for me," He came back to London he started to write her everything., "I did
listen to you. I followed your advice, They didn't... wouidn't send me to
college, They wouldn't let me go to study so I went away. I took a little
room, I am golng in the daytime, I work as an upholsterer and I started to

study, 4And I am se¢ happy., I study day and night, I want to become a doctor,”
And he became a doctor ~ and he went to Sidney, Australia, He's now leading

there a psychiatric eh, eh,.., what's...

L3 A clinic?

PZ A cli&c. Yah, He's a very Tamous doctor, And he '  saw her, visits her,
He married there a Jewish girl, He visits her, the mother in London with his
wife, in Israel with his wife, (ﬁy- husbandet there.) And she'é S0
haprvy, she has a chil&, they have grandchildren, And this is her life,

LB Now tell me something. Can we talk about how you got to Danzig?

PZ Yah, I married io Danzig, -

LB Yah, How?

PZ I met my hustand,.,-

LB Where?

PZ  In Berlin, He was from Danzig, He came on business : s O a
business trip. I was introduced to him by a second cousin, my mother®*s first
cousin, And we liked each other and T married him and we are.,, I - with

him in 1922, 1922 to Danzig. I married 1922.



7ollman, Paula Side 3 334 .38

Ly

74
L3
2z
I3

F3

P%
LB
PZ
LB
PZ
LB
PZ
LB
PE
LB
FZ
LB
FZ

13

Fow is this kind.., was this sort of a,,., did other people have this
nind when they... |

o, I was Invited to my...

How o2d wers you?

When I married?

Iioy when you.fix.t mef him,

Yhen I met him I was 19,

Ch,

fike are you going?.... (_Splidk {Nl 1 ngﬁ-ﬂldff ,WWW fa’ﬂf"!)

I married and 1 lived there until Hitler eame,

LB And what was life like thex?
PZ Very nice., Beautiful, the most wonderful years of my life, I spent in
Danzig.
IB How long were you there, from '237

From '23 until '38, 14 years.
Till '387 You got out in *38,
i1l '38, *38,
And ah, you had c¢hildeen?
I have a son.
fou have a son,
One éﬁn. He *s married to H,Y.
And you nad your own home in Danzig?
Yah, yah,
Was there a Jewish community there?:
6n, a big community! 8,000 Jews in Danzig,
Is that right?

Yah,

Tell me something about it because I never spoke to anyone who lived

there,
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Pz Tt way a,.,

IB So most of the people were,.,

PZL Restricted life for Jewish people, You cowrldn't , you couldn't...

1ike a , you couldn't establish yourself as a tailor, as a shoemaker, nothing.
Only in business,

LB Is that right?

PZ Yah, A professional or business,

LB HNow, most of the people 1iving_there were what? Poles?

FA WNost of the people were German Jews, Danzig was originally a German

town, Doctors, lawyers, this...

L2 Mo, no, no, I mean, other than the Jewg)who lived there? Vostly Germans

or mostly Foles? DBesides the Jews, who lived in Dangzig?

PZ  Mostly CGermans, |

LB HMostly Cermans?

P2 Mostly Germans, Very few Poles. There was a strictly German town,

Al) the,., everything in school, in police, in, in.,. every office
of the,,, was German language, |
1B .It was?

FZ Yah;

IB I know very little about Danzig,
PZ Danzig was strictly German,

LB VWhen did it become a free city?

PZ A free city after the,..

LB First World Wam?

P72 After the second world War,
LB Ho.

PZ  After the first World War?
LB Yeah, it had to be,

D7 Mhybe after the first World Yar,
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13 Because then the Germans,,, you see Hitler clained it,

T2  Yanh, vah, Wheu 1 - cane te Danzig it wvag a free city,
Free

LB MHas it a city already?

P2 ‘The free city of Danzig, Sure, but everything, it was completely German}
everything, Post office, Eadbwbﬁﬁf Everythiﬁg! The language was German, .
Bven as a free ¢ity of Panzig, EveryThing ﬁas German, And the few, the few
Jews in Germany,.. in Dénzig. were mostly very well ofl,

IB They were? |

rZ Yery well off,

1B WVell, if they wouldn't admit anybody who was in any of the trades...

PZ Yah,

EB  IF you could only be 2 professional,

PZ Oh, . either a professional or a businessman,

IR Or a business..¢

FZ There was  successful businessmen and ¢ and,,,, was a nice life in
Danzig.

1B . 1 see, HNow,..

P2 Social, Jewish social life was very actiive,

LB It was?
P2 It was beautiful social life,
LB HNow, in Danzig... but there was still a separation between the old
German Jewish families , ., |
PZ Yah! There were, there were,,, I told you the story of Doctor Avraham,
he was in Danezig, |
LB 5o what you're saying is it carried over into.¢ ¥
sacd Al
FZ  Ch, absclutely, But t?en Hitler came infand the German Jews?‘. Just @e/
persecuted , persecuted,(:\,;;tJlﬂen, No g‘iig«ifi.fmfzktﬁﬁf

LB How, in Danzlg then, were . your Jews,., were your friend all Jews?T

PZ  XYah,

B Yan.
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rF4  Absolutely,

L3 QORay., 3o you actually travelled in Jewish circles only.
4 Jewish circles,

LB HNow were then,,. were these Jews also Ostduden? Was your Husband
an OstJuden?

Pz Yah! . Sure,

LB VWhere was he from?

Pz N()w’ySOOZ.-

LB Where is that?

PZ Between, between,,.

LB CGracow?

PZ  And Zseséow.

LB 4And so it was in here, He was also a Galician then?

PZ A Galician, yeah,

LB It had to be in here, Here's Gracow,..

T .otk
P74 Hear

LB D Kl -

’ &uww Tarnrcet)
e ﬁlaifﬂAL i;ﬂﬂnNear 7;$Lu#u£§ah.
LB HNow, so were there many Jews in Danéig who were of Calician origin?
PZ Very, all my friends was, we were all of the same origin,
1B Is it that xright?

Dwnr

PZ  Yah, yah, you always find your
LB How did they get up there? Why did they go up there%
P7 Who?
LB These Galiclan Jews.
PZ They went up there for, on account of financial,,, It was easier to make

a living there, eagier than in Galizia, In Galizla it was very haxd for Jews

to, to become rich or to, to make a good living, It was very hard, And
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then Danzlg it wvas,.. ecasier for then,
IB Wow what was your l1life like thersa?
PZ  Very,.. very beautiful 1life, My husband was very wealthy, When I
married him he e very rich, Twenty four and a half &ears . . old,
he was, And he was already,...
IR He wés 244 ? He was quite young then,
P2 Yes, Porthe, for over there,
1B Yes, yeah. . %
PZ And he was a millionaire when 1 married him, I didn't even know it, :
He didn'*t want to tell me, He was afraid I'd marry him-for his money,
S0 he wouldn*t tell me, He was very rich., At 243 yéars he was already
a milllionaire. And we led a easy life, 2 very good life, And we had a-
beautiful home. Very nice, everything., And it was a2 terrible thing that
_ L8
we had to escape. Andn e run away and leave everything behlnd,
LB How dici you manage to get Out? Did you make the decision, you and youi-
+  your hushand?
Pz Sure,
LB When did you make the decision?
PZ Ve maJe the decision when we saw how bad it...
LB Ko, no, let me see this, Hitler came to power in 1933,
PZ Yeah, but not in Danzig, InDanzig we hoped he . wWill not cone this
far, . But when he started to come to Danzig and sfartea to arrest all the
Jewish businessmen, and my husband escaped eh,,,, I came after him a féw days
later, He went away without a coat, without a hat, He went to the railroad
station and just took a tifket to the next town and escaped because they |
arrested 800 businessmen in one day, And he knew that he got,.. somebody

gave him a hint that he would be one of the next, And he eScaped, #And I

came with the child two days later,
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B So you went to anothexr town?
PZ  Yeah,
LB In... where was this town?
P2 It was In Poland,
LB You went into Poland?
FZ Yeah., let me see,
1B _Iet's see 1f it's on the map,
PZ Gdynla, Danzig, Danzig, Baltic Sead....
LB No, there's not enough,
I{ was near here.
iB 0.K,
P2 Baltic Sea,
IB No, but that's lermany, Here®s Danzig,
PZ Danzig was hear...
IB But If you went,,..
PZ Poland,
LB You went to Poland? '
PZ Yah. From Danzig to Poland was very near.
LB Well Konigsberg was where?
PZ No, was Austria,,..
IB Well then youn had to go over here,
PZ ¥mm No, no, it was a very small place to go.
LB Well this map obviously is not...
PZ 'That's not a good;, the right map,
LB No, |
PZ It was right near Danzlg,
LB Did you go to Gdiynia?
PZ GDynlal
1B

I thought Giynia was the,.. Is that not the other name for Danzig?

PE M3

Bast Prussia, this was German,
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PZ Ho, Danzgipg is Glansk. Gdansk,
IB Oh, I see! Wait a minute,
P2 Danzig is Gdanek,

That's not the right map.

IR Alright, I'm going to write it up.

PZ TIt's not the right,.. Gdynia, Gdansk! Danzig in Polish was Gdansk,
4adra

Angd w wag Gdynia,

LB T know that, I've heard of the city, I know, So that's where you went,
PZ  Yah, |

LB I have it written down here, It's G-D-Y-N-I-A,

P2 G-D |

LB Yeah,

Pz It was a port ailsc, a Polish port., Gdynta, a new city, Poland built
this port.

LB Oh! That's right. 0.K.

PS‘ A very new port,

LB That's right o,k., So you went there, Now how did you get out?

P72 My husband went+giynia, it was already over the border,

LB Right, |

P2 CGdansk,,, Danzig was a free ¢ity and Gdynia.,.,

End Side Three
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P2 A free city,

LB XYean, hold on, C.K, Now here we go, MNow remember you said that

you ' - . could get a visa to this couwntry, é

Prock . ?
P7 and we,.,. 5n a capitalist "that we have in a forelgn count:n:':y"J ;
money, ;

IB And your husband had deposited $5,0QO in Seeden,
PZ Ve had more but 5,000 was enough,
I That was... the minimum.
: _ as capitalists

PZ The minimum, And we came on acccount of the capitalist, mapitadtwty we havea
capitalistic visa, Wecame to this country. I£ was a possibility. YOu didn't
have to have no affidavit, anything, if you prove to them that you have,.

a family, $5,000, And we had the proof, |

IB Was a bank book sufficient?

PZ The bank hooks? Yes, And the certificate from the Pank in Sweden that ah,,,
LB That that is legitimate, |

FZ Yah, yah,

IB So you dfd have to wait then for the certificate?

PZ From Sweden, Yah, yah,

LB Yeah, And then where did you sail From?

PA VWe sailed from Antwerp, |
(Tape stops and starts again;)

P2 ' It's very interesting,

Third Volce: Yeah I know, K know,

PA It's very interesting, I like it.

L3 It wasn't painful, |

PZ No, I tell her all kinds of stories, I went out a 1little of her,,,

LB That's alright, '

PZ  Cut of my way.

LB No.
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PZ  You doen't want,,, nterested to hear all those,
1¥ If I were not interested I would ° have stopped you,
P2 You would tell me, yah, You would.tell me,
LB Yeah, How, you sailed from where then?
PZ PromAntwerp in Belgium,
IB So, in '38 you Jjust zot out then before the war started,
PZ Yah, In "38 no in thirty,.. in 1939, The war started,
1B That was in Poland. And then by '40 they were already in,..
PZ  Over Danzig., It started over Danzig, This war started practically over
Danzig. The second ¥World War, |
e il
LB ¢ Whatever...
PZ No? It didn't start over Danzig?
LB 1 suspect if 1t hadn't been Danzig it . might have something else,
PZ . . Yeah, but it started... Actually it started there,
iIB Adright, now let me see if I have everything here,that ah,,., yeah,
Tell me, yeah, when you were living in Berlin and you lived in this Jewish,,.
PZ It was not Jewish,
IB Ho, it was not Jewish section, but you madc-friends with these othér
Galician Jews, Did most of them manage to do well in Hsrlin? Those that
came from Galicia? Or were there poor Jews there *oo?
PZ There were poor Jews too,
LB There were?
PZ Of course, yeah, A few were poor,
LE Did yoﬁ Ikmow them?
PZ Yah,I knew two families, Toey were not so well and still were very good
friends,
LB fThat's what I was going toask,
PZ  They were very good.,. ﬁe didn*t make a diffegﬁce if they were rich or not,

They were nice people and two of those Families were not xrich at all, Just..,
1B  In that shul that you were talking about.
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P2

Ls

F7

LB

Pz

Yah,

In that group that went...

Yah, they belonped to the shul also,
Ah ha,

Two families were not so well, One had a cigar store, A very nice couple

with a son, And they Jjust struggled along,

{Other voices in background, ) | { o
(Tapeoff "

1B

D

Sha, You can talk but not in here.ﬁ So you had poox Jews there too and,

BZ but you assoéiated with them too, But actually, would you say most of

your friends were in your class?

P2
1B
P2

iB

Yeah, ¥Well, I would say yah,
Alright, Now let me ask you a qUestion_and you better be honest with me,
Yeah, I'm honest ¥&th you.

Tnere were Jews that were even more “Ost"™ than you, There were Russian

Jews, and there were poor Polifih Jews....non Galician Jews, What was the

attitude in your Tamily towards those Jews?

A

LB

PZ

Not, not at all differant,
Yeah,

We as Ost Jews, we felt for them just the same as we wouldi?/zwéyﬁéﬂﬁ

w A?gjzéééﬁb-é

In our fanily we would not make any difference between Russian , or ILithuanian

Jews, Mot at all, As a matter of fact I think we had a few friends Russian

and Lithuanian too, Litvaks,

1B

Yeah, ,yeah,

PZ Yeah, we had, we had, There was no difference at all,

LB

These were among the Jews then that came to kive in Berlin, .

PZ Yeah,

LB Because that would be the only chance you had to meet them, right?

PZ  Yeah,
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B2
LB
PZ
LB
P7
15

Pa

Did you meet.., Yere there any in Danzig? Any Russian Jows?
oh yes,

There were?

And iitvaks also,

And Litvaks,

Yah, I had a very good friend, She was from Riga, Lithuania,
No, that's Latvia,

Iatvia, BShe was a very good ﬁriend of mine, one of my best friends in

Danzig, was from Riga. A very nice glrl and we wera very good friends,

LB

FZ

1B

You

Pz

Pz

LB

Pz

P

LB

P

Pz

LB

E2

Pz

How did you feel about the Buropean countries in general?

Which couwntries?

Well now Jjust let me see if I can formulate the guestion, Alright?
considered yourself a Jew first, is that correet?
Yah, first a Jew, yah,

Then what?

"Then, ..

Anything?
OstJud, A OstJude second,
OstJude second,
/ OstJude second,
Did you have another identity after that?
No. Jew was my first identity,
FNot Galicia?
No, &alicia is second, Jew,
Jew 1s the primary,
Jewish yeah, And I was always Zionistic,
ok, you were?

Inclined,
Did you ever learn Hebrew?




o
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Pz

Pz

1B

PZ

LB

P2
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1B

Pz

Pz

7
IB

Pz

PZ
be
of
to
LB
Pz
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no,
lio,

Only I can davan,

Yes,
Siddur .
The .Becavse my father gave me teaching,
Yeah,
They teach us that I c¢ould davan in shul, This I can follow, -

Were you Zionist back ﬁn Berlin days?

Mgays Zionist inclined, I didn't belong to a special Zionist organization.

I sjmpathized always with the Zionist idea, I read alot about Herzl and

the. ..

Oh, you did?

Yah, I read,

In Berlin?

In Berlin,

Were there many Zionist groups, young . peoples groups?

No, not too many Zionlist young people in Berlin, Ho,

30 where dO‘fou think this sympathy came from?

Because,.. maybe the anti-semitic, - iﬁgﬂrnz:‘;.:r:ks. from them,

You mean "Ayah Juden."

"Ayah {Eggg". And all this makes you, gives you a feeling that it would
nice if you would have our identity. Agd we would have 6ur own country,
course, This pgave me also the feeling mf that, of belonging, Somewhere
belong, Not to belong to everybody,

And nobody,

I want to belong to somebody.

Didyou read anybody other than Hexzl?
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PZ Oh yeah, I had, I mean other literature?
LB In Zionist...
P72 In “4ionist? Yah, Some, 'There was some - 2Zionist pafers, magazines,

yeah,

- 1B Do you remember the nanes of -then?

P2 I wouldn't recall the name of the magazines,

1B (LK, Tnhey Hére printed in Germany.

PZ We had a group iv—f%f Wio & ﬂstud“e;n'ts, who went to the university

in Berlin, And we met in my girlfriend/s houge, Paula, this one with the

son in London thexe. There_was always a gathering in her house and a big
nice home and she was playing beautiful piano, And we had discussions there,
The students from,,. there were & few girls and men students, studied with us,
They came from Galicia, studied there, The Galizian merchants sent their
children to study there:Lségii; had gatherings, students and,,,

I3 How did one Galician find another? Through a kind of a.grapevine?

PZ . ,4No, one Introduces to the,.. invites a few friends, And this what
became, ..

LB Sc you managed somehow te remaln in contact with Gélicia all through your
travels through Europe? |

PZ Yah,

I8 Is this coreect?

P7  Mostly yah, You looked for your kind.

LB Yah, |

FZ It's so funny, Somehow you 1ock for your kind,

LB Panla you've been very kind, and we’ve talked a iot longer than half an
hour,

PZ You see I wanted to,.,.

1B I warned you, no you,,,That's why I,,
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P4 Two and ahalf hours,
IB No, I didn't,.. I told you it would take longer., liow let me ...

PZ I don't mind, it was interesting, You're a sweet person,

2

Tell me,,.

PZ Can 1 bffer you sdmething?

LB HNo,no walt, we're still o} the tape!

FZ  We're £4%1117 |

IB Yeah, I want to know,,, Your father read a Cerman neWSéaper, right?
PZ German and Jewish, |

LB Was there a Yiddish newsfaper printed in Berlin?

PZ  Yes, also, There were Jewish papers,

IB Did he read a Hebrew newspaper?

PZ  Bo,

LB Was he a Zionist?

PZ Mo I wouldn't say. He sympathized also with the Zionist idea, but he
was not exactly a Zionist,:s

IB Yeah,

P2 | That would go to Israel and fight for it,

LB Mo, no, but I mean in his feelings,

PZ Yah, He was absolutely sympathising with the Zionisl ideas, yah, MY
father was a very intelligent man, He was,.. I tell you, when I was 17 years
old T was much more alert and intelligent than today, It's unbalievalbe,
I rvead Nordeld, I read all the,,

1B You did réad Nord*~so there,,.

PZ Yeah, Noxd(uf”

13 So there's another Zionist,,.

PZ Zionist yeah,

1B right, alright,
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¥Z T studied alot. I read Shakespeare, And I studied 211 the real, the
literature, I went to the Humboldt Akademie for iiterature. I.enrolledin
literature, And I had a friend, he was an old man, and he _ really
vas like a teacher to me, He came every day and I enjoyed his lessons,
He gave me real lessons in literature, He studied Maria Stewart

Y and everything , and every word he explained to me, wanted I should
have it, how I understoodlthis. And if T didn*t understand correctly
he explained it to me, He took me to shows, He bought 1 tickets,
I was 17, he was maybe,..
iB Did he keep You... make you go back home at 10 o'clock at
night too? (Iaughter)
PZ It was harmless, He just thought wonderful..,
LB T know, I'm just teasing,
PZ that I could understand him, 4&nd I followed him in all his falks.
He found,.. he was like a teacher to me, I'1l neyer forget this man, He
took me to all the classical shows, and, and Hamlet and everything. He
explained it to me so wonderful, I could never understand it as well without
him . ; explaining it to ne, |
IB Yea, I understand,
PZ ‘The idea he explained it to me, I tell.youaﬁ 17, 18 years I was more

intelligent than today, I think se, I was very, very interested in every-

e
4

thing and he... I have to thank him for this,

IB What was his name?

, Nuwle,
PZ Sa Tirstein, ... -

IB Bafirstein,
Aque—
PZ Gafirstein.
N uwite
L Ve

FZ ﬁf@kfli, that's a Jewish name, - .y Safiystein.
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LB How tell me, the thing that I was tryingz to get at was that if you
vere going to rank countries in.., you say you yourself felt, first you
Were a Jew,

PZ Yah,

LB Second you were an 05tJu:e ,

PZ  Yah,

LB Now if you were going to rank the European countries in the order of
your liking for them, could you do that?

P72 EBuropean only?

LB Yes, just tha European countries, As you experienced,,.

PZ T think Holland is one,,. I think it was the most 'I : liberal.

it was the most lileral country toward Jews., Holland,

LB Holland?

PZ Holland, Was always good., Was never anti-semitié. And then also the
Seandinavian countries, Sweden, Horway.

1B 56 in other words your cri£er&ﬁ_wou1d ke how they treated the Jews,

PZ Treated the Jews, This... everything was, my feelings . are wﬁoever.
was good to us I like,

tB 1 see,

P2 I like ‘c.hosefiwho were ever good to Jews,

LB 3o in,.. in what happened in Germany then you suffer terrible losss you
see, DBecause first they are good, and then suldenly they turni

P2 The best friends in Danzig turned agalinst us,

LB Tnat's right.

PZ I had a few Christian friends...

13 Yeah?

PZ In Danzig, I made a few friends and I could never believe it how they

turned against you — mhey reporte& you, They arrested my husband, he was
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arvested for & months,

LB
¥z
1B
P37
LB

Pz

Wag théit before he escaped?

Escaped, And then...

He was arrested for 8 months.

8 months, Decause one of my goyish friends reported him,
For what?

For... let me see, He claimed he didn't pay correct taxes., YOu didn't

ha¥e to say too much. Whatever you said they took you,

LB

Pz

LB

Pz

Well, Paula, is this thing turning? Yes, I'm going to say Thank-you,

You're welcome, dear,

END
You didn't tell me about your brother,

My brother, 1 told you,'the older brother was a partner with my father, went
intc business with my fathexr, And one.night, the Nazis_were already there,

it was already v, one ﬁight...a knocking, a terrible knocking on the doox,
Open the door, Gestapo and four Nazis with bayonets and revolvers came in and
put the light on my father..;put the light on, locking if my brother is thexe.
Ch, we had a Christian girl, a maid in the house, She down and she begged

them, they shouldn't harm us, They're so good to me and they're so good people.

54-4:‘{, '141(5 "f"’““ﬂj—e”}""(?’) Him we want to kill, Pnd e Fouv (>) wlarnl”

Yo Kl himo _
My mother cried. Give them all the jewelry, Give them all the money. Take the

money., Letthem, Iet them, And he was there shaking. And they let him live. They

gave him ! they took money and jJewelry and when they left he was para-

lyzed, his legs,

: 2
L3 Had they hurt him? Phgsrcwﬂbj .
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L3

¥z
L3

Pz

L3

Pz

1B

Pz

LB

ko, Lo, o, But fronm the,..

From the frizht,

From the fright, He walked, later, ﬁith a walker a little. But he was a crippls.
Don't ask how I brought him to Hew York, -

Yere you éble to hring them out?

No, FiwsT' they escaped to me, To Danzigf

{Oh, they came to Danzig.

They came to Danzig and Danzig was not yet,. Bubt we felt it was starting and

I applied for my trip to America, My parents had affadavits. My father ha551
brother here, He sent wonderful.affadavits for my brﬁther and my father and
mother, And they wouldn't let my brother pass,

Because he was crippled,

Because he wasbcrﬁfpled They refused him. My mother could get a visa, Iy father
could get...He g;me on the black list. A1l the American consuls, had on the
black list, They would never let him imb the country., Once I went like this
(knocks rapidly on the table) they wouldn't let me, He wrote to Roosevelt,
A-very intelligent note. A wonderful letter amd.said. You will feel for me
because, and this happened to me..,they wanted to kill me and since then I-be—
came a cripple through the Nazls, And the secretary of Roosevelt answered,..
No,

No, 4And it's a very long stexry. I got-him out. A miracle happened, It's too
long to téll you, I cannot tell you, It would take ancther hoﬁr. I got him into

this country, It was such a miracle, once in a million times you have something

like how I got him in here. And he came here and lived here a normal life as

il s,

a crippleA And he died of a heart attack at fifty seven years, But how I got

him here, that is such a siory.

And the cothers,...
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Pz

LB

LB

Pz

LB
Pz

LB

Pz
LB

Pz

LB

The others all cans,

They all came?

They all came hecausze my uncle sent affadavits, He was preity wealtby. He had
two bﬁiHaﬂjS here, guaranteed for them,,,they all came, I mean, with affadavits
If you had not been in Danzig, that would have been impossible,

No, I suppose that's also Danzig, Also my younger sistexr with her husband, My
two brothers came all.to-Danzig. To uUanzig théy came. As a matter of faci: now

I can tell you what I 4id for my sister, for my other younger b;other...the
money in Sweden, when we got the visa, I said to my husband, let's give them
the money, We withdrew the money and opened the accountsin {heii namne, So they
got capitalistic visa, My youngest brother andﬁy other sister.with her bhusband.
Once we had the visa, we withdrew the money in Swedeh and took it to Denmark and
put it in their names, In this way, I got.the fanily out,

That was biflight.

I did everything for my family,

How did you know about this rule? Was this common knowledge among the Jews?
Yes, it was common knowledze, The consul +told me, when it came up, or you have
to be a capitalist, or you have to have affadavits, | affadavits so
they could recognizé them and see that you wouldn't be a burdento the state.
Actually, if you had the money and you were smart encugh io get out in time...
No, smart enough.,,if you had the money it was enough, If only you had the...
Ko, but if you walted too long the money waa no good.

From Danzig, if you had the money it wouldn't help you because the Nazis would
know you have the money, they'd take it away from you, But when you had it trans=

ferred to another country...

But, my dear, if you waited too long you would have wound up in prison and
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FZ

LB

Py

IB

Pz

1B

Pz

¥z

the money wouldn®t have done you any good,

You doﬁ't know how you have to bring the proof %o the consul, to Danzig, and

how dangerous it was, in the shoe,,,I travelled to 3Sweden and built inte a shoe
the proof that I have the monsy there,

That's why I did ask you the question,

- Shoe

Yes, it was very dangerous, They would arrest me if they found one and I
had the receipt there., And I travelled with this receipt three, four times for
my sisters and brothers, To Pexlin I travelled., To bring them their receipts,

My sister, I had it built in, in a shoe, And I brought the receipt to her, in
Berlin, 4nd I had to stay two days in line by the American consﬁl until I came
there and I sah%l45ierh I am coming now from Sweden, and my slster was inlBerlin.

ney would arrest her and me, |
Your sister could not get ocut to go to Danzig?
No. The sister couldn't come to Danzig., She was in RPerlin with her husband and

. wrbifecate

two children and I had to go to Bewin with the receipt;ﬂﬁﬂ& q{ulﬂ from Sweden
or from Denmar , I travelled there...don't ask how many trips I had to make, for
my youngest brother, for my sister and brother in law with the two children.

I had to ge, And bring it over the border, R was so dangerous, If the Nazis
find me I wouldn't be alive and my sister would be dead..They would arrest us
all, It wasiﬁngeroua. But thank God we overcame it and lived, lived heve
Free in this wonderful country,..
Sometimes it'’s amazing, when you listen to people, Jjust oxdinary human beinga
and. they were able to accomplish such phenomenal things, you know?

You know, when you are in the need, when you're so desperate, you think of every-
thing,

Some people don't thing of anything,

Or you lose yourself,
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LB Yes,
¥Z I lose myself, usually, but if I'm so desperate, then I alimb mouwntains, I
climb the wallgand especially I have the feeling I have to help, I have to
help, And I have a wonderful feeling because I saved, only one sistei and brother
in law, they were in Igrael, they could go out, But I saved all, my whole family
I saved, This gives me a wonderful feeling, af50 & brother I dldn't have to

the
help, all/others,, how Iywlorked my sick brother out, this is a story, unbelievable,:

LB A1l right, Well, I thank you wvery much.
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