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MISSION STATEMENT

The Adirondack Journal of Environ-
mental Studies (AJES) exists to foster
a dialogue about the broad range of
issues that concern the Adirondacks
and Northern Forest.

AJES serves to bridge the gaps among
academic disciplines and among re-
searchers and practitioners devoted
to understanding and promoting the
development of sustainable communi-
ties, both human and wild.

The journal purposefully avoids serv-
ing as a vehicle for any single or spe-
cial point of view. To the contrary, in
searching for common ground AJES
welcomes variety and a broad spectrum
of perspectives from its contributors.

CONTRIBUTING TO AJES

We encourage the submission of
manuscripts, reviews, photographs,
artwork and letters to the editor. For
additional information please visit
the AJES website at www.ajes.org/
or contact Gary Chilson at
gchilson@paulsmiths.edu or
518-524-5927.

SUBSCRIPTIONS
AJES is published semi-annually.

Subscription rates are $15 for in-
dividuals in the U.S. ($20 in other
countries) and $30 for U.S. institu-
tions ($35 in other countries).

Back issues are $10 postpaid.
Visit AJES online at www.ajes.org.

The views expressed in AJES are the
authors and not necessarily those of the
editor, publisher, or the Adirondack

Research Consortium.
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PRESIDEN MESSAGE

1o encourage, facilitate, and enhance the availability of research-based knowledge
and scholarship that advances the quality and vitality of the Adirondack Park and

related environs.

—Mission statement adopted by ARC Board of Directors, January 2007

he charter Board of Directors

of the ARC has made great

strides since its election at
the Annual Meeting in May 2006. 1
would like to share with you some of
the important actions the Board has
taken during its first year, on behalf of
our organization.

Our goal has been to establish ARC
as a durable organization, building
upon the 13-year foundation of ARC
annual conferences and the Adiron-
dack Journal of Environmental Studies
(AJES) established by the founding
members in 1994.

We have focused on producing a
strategic plan, implementing an en-
riched program consistent with pru-
dent financial management and fund-
ing support, and developing new ways
to effectively communicate Adirondack
research to inform policies, planning
and management of the Park’s public
and private lands and communities.

Administrative Actions

Following an August 2006 retreat,
the Board organized itself into four
working committees responsible for
oversight of programs and research,
AJES, partnership development, and
administrative needs. We adopted
working principles and policies as
well as a 2007 budget that includes
funding for an executive director and
support staff; initiated a Sustaining
Membership program in partnership
with institutions, companies and or-
ganizations whose goals and programs
are a natural complement to the work
of ARC; and adopted a strategic plan
to guide our future growth.

Strategic Plan

The strategic planning process, guided
by Board members Dan Fitts and

Gary Chilson, was finalized at a Board

retreat expertly facilitated by Fuller

Communications in January 2007.

The Plan established a mission and vi-

sion statement and guiding principles

and sets three goals:

B to establish the ARC as a durable
organization by developing and im-
plementing a strategic plan, devel-
oping a funding plan, and securing
staff;

m to catalyze and facilitate research
through annual conferences and
AJES;

m co effectively communicate Adiron-
dack research by establishing dis-
tinctive ways of formulating an ap-
plied research agenda and initiating
and housing databases of research
and research/information providers.
(See http://www.adkresearch.org for
complete plan.)

Staff

I am pleased to announce that the
ARC Board, in January 2007, con-
firmed the appointment of Dan Fitts
as ARCs first executive director. Dan
is a native of the North Country. He
has worked for the New York State
Legislature in Albany and with the Ad-
irondack Park Agency as supervisor of
administrative services and executive
director. He holds a B.A. from SUNY
Plattsburgh in Environmental Science,
and an M.S. from the College of En-
vironmental Science and Forestry in
Syracuse. Dan is currently chairman of
the ESF Board of Trustees. He brings
a wealth of knowledge about Adiron-
dack issues and concerns, strong man-
agement skills and experience, and a
network of contacts among people,
organizations, institutions, and com-
munities vital to the well-being of the
Adirondacks and related environs.
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Sustaining Members

The ARC has begun the recruitment
of organizations, agencies, and busi-
nesses as Sustaining Members and
Partners with mutual concerns for
fostering the well-being of the Ad-
irondack Park and its communities
through application of science-based
knowledge. Our new Members and
Partners to date include New York
Power Authority, Niagara Mohawk
of National Grid, Ecology and En-
vironment, Inc., New York State
Energy Research and Development
Authority, and the Open Space In-
stitute. We also note with much ap-
preciation the considerable in-kind
support of Nixon Peabody, LLP and
the Natural History Museum of the
Adirondacks.

RCAPS

ARC is proud to support a new ini-
tiative called the Research Consum-
ers and Producers Synergy (RCAPS),
spearheaded by Board member Dan
Spada. It is intended to develop a
mutual benefit partnership for re-
search priorities, funding possibili-
ties, and application and use of re-
search-based knowledge between
those who need the information/
knowledge and those who can sup-
ply it. A November 2006 workshop
in Newcomb drew some 70 partici-
pants from all sectors of the Adiron-
dack community to begin work on
this initiative. At the 2007 14th An-
nual Conference organizational plans

ARC named Henning Pape-Santos man-
aging editor of the Adirondack Journal of
Environmental Studies. Henning owns
and operates PS. We Type 4 Set 4+ Edit,
a text-processing and publishing business
in Ithaca, New York. His work on AJES
entails copy editing and layout.

will be laid for this new initiative,
which promises to effectively change
the way in which research-based
knowledge is applied to the needs of

the Adirondack community.

Final Thoughts

The 2007 Annual Conference theme
is Sustainability, Climate Change
and Protected Areas. The effects of
average global temperature warming,
ecologically and economically, will
be felt in the Adirondacks. Those ef-
fects could be positive and negative,
disruptive and unpredictable. Global
warming, fueled by use of fossil fuels,
is the cumulative impact of countless
local and regional decisions about
how we procure and use energy and
allocate resources. We can work to re-
duce the impact of those effects and
to adapt to changes that cannot be
locally controlled. It will be the single
greatest challenge, environmentally
and economically, faced by the Ad-
irondack Park in this century. There

are still many uncertainties about

regional impacts of climate change,
but uncertainty is a two-edged
sword—conditions could change for
the better and they could change for
the worse.

ARC will strive to keep the Ad-
irondack community at the forefront
of research-based knowledge about
the ecological impacts of climate
change on the Park and will work
with our partners to find research-
able answers to concerns about en-
ergy costs and supplies, impacts on
the forest products, maple sugar and
winter recreation industries and on
communities for the cost of munici-
pal expenses related to water supplies,
waste disposal and infrastructure.

Your interest, support and in-
volvement with the work of ARC is
welcomed and encouraged.

Sincerely,
éZ/‘j‘lﬂ/ Heewdeker
A

Bl e W Moo diee T )
President

A Research Consumers and I)réducerx Synergy workshop took place ar the Adirondack

Ecological Center in November 2006

4  ADIRONDACK JOURNAL OF ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES « SPRING/SUMMER 2007

BILLPORTER




	AJES_2007_04
	AJES_2007_05

