PREFACE

For quite gome time now, Chuvash scholars and
scholars from the Department of Altaistics, Jdzuef
Attila University, Szeged have been working in
‘elose collaboration, One of the aime of our common
effort has been tb lay. down the foundations of a
new Etymological Dictionary of the Chuvash Langdage.
To this end, considerable amount of preparatory
work - collecting histoyrical and dialectal data -
has already been done in Cheboksary. .

Thias volume presents a few papers on the very compli- -
cated subject of Chuvash etymology. With the exception
of Arpdd Berta’s paper, all the articles have already
appeared in languages and journals not easily accessible
to moust of the ascholarly world. The late Prof. Juliuse
Ndmeth’s paper wvas pubiiahed in German in Studia in
Honorem Veselini Besevliev; the English translation
in of a alightly revised version. Hasan Eren’s paper
has been pubilished in Turkish, my papers in Hungarian.
Addm Molndr has coﬁpiled a useful bibliography which,
though far from being complete, will hopefully help
readers finl their bearinge in the vast amount litera-
ture connected with the history of the Chuvash people
and languaie. We offer this volume as the firet contri-
bution to our common profect.

My -ninaere thanke go to Addm Molndr for hie help in
editing ihie volume. ' )

Sseged, January 1982,

Andrde Réna-Tas



