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Abstract.

In this paper we aim at presenting a new initiattfethe Region’'s Committee, consultative organ e t
European Union that comprises European regional lacal authorities with the purpose of offering an
impulse in the economic growth and employment ategional level. Within the %7 edition of the
manifestation “OPEN DAYS- European week of regi@msl cities” in Brussels, October 5-8 2009, the
Region’'s Committee, in partnership with the Europg2ommission, launched the pilot-project EER
(Entrepreneur European Region). Its purpose ainideatifying and rewarding the regions of the Elatth
have an exceptional entrepreneurial view, irrespeatf their size, prosperity or competence, asl sl
encouraging the local and regional authorities imose sustained promotion of small and medium enas

in Europe, that represent a source of economic ti,cemployment and innovation.
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1. Introductive Considerations

Starting with the initiative of Robert Schuman, theench foreign affairs minister, on May 9, 1950
(which himself called “a jump in the unfamiliar’lROTH, 2007) in favour ofdn organized and alive
Europ€ (VOICULESCU, 1997), almost 60 years have passedvhich this unique construction,
today the European Union, faced a qualitative diaiufrom a “purely economic” (SE&UNAS,
2005) union to a political, economic, judicial asmtial union that counts 27 states. Romania, th& mo
recent member state together with Bulgaria, hasredtthe big European family, following th& 5
expansion from January' 2007.

Together with the ratification of the Lisbon Tredty all the member states and its coming into force
the European Union is offered a legal frame anthallnecessary judicial means to be able to faee th
future challenges and the exigencies of the Europm@izens through improving the efficiency,
coherence and transparency in what concerns itstutiens (PROFIROIU, PROFIROIU, &
POPESCU, 2008).

The creation of this institutional system that rsque in the world began with the establishment of
CECO and comprises in the present permanent contynustitutions: European Council, European
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Parliament, European Commission, Council of MimisteCourt of Justice, Social and Economic
Committee, Court of Auditors, Committee of PermdrRRepresentatives, Committee of the Regions,
Ombudsman, Central European Bank, European InvestBank, decentralized organism of the EU
(agencies) as well as temporary institutions: Asdimn Council, Association Committee, Association
Parliamentary Committee. (TESGAJ, 2009) This listing is not exhaustive and doetnepresent the
institutions, from a historical perspective, acdéogdto the act or the moment they were established.
The classification of the community institutionalsteem is difficult to achieve, since the European
Union, as stated in the doctrine,'isore of an international organization in a classense”and"is

not a federation to which the national authorit@® subordinated ta” (STEFAN & ANDRESAN-
GRIGORIU, 2007) But the purpose here is not towiwlly approach this problematic and we will
focus our attention on the role, competencies amdposition of The Committee of the Regions, on
the EU regional policy and on the importance of iR project in what concerns the boost of region
development and the process of transforming therEta high class environment for Medium and
Small Enterprises’ as Gunther Verheugen, European Commission Viesiknt responsible for
Enterprise and Industry stated during the launcbirtge EER initiative.

2. Committee of the Regions

The Committee of the Regions, the newest commungtitution, was established in 1992 by the
Maastricht Treaty, article 198A, functions sinc®4%nd comprises the representatives of the relgiona
and local communitieSSTEFAN, Introducere in dreptul comunitar, 2006), 3perts of the 27 EU
member states and are distributed as follows:

Table no. 1. Number of membersin the Committee of the Regions

State Number of members after the 5th expansion
France, Germany, Italy, Great Britain 24 members/each
Spain and Poland 21 members/each
Romania 15 members
Austria, Belgium, Greece, The Netherlands, Portu§aieden, 12 members/each

Bulgaria, Czech Republic, Hungary.

Denmark, Finland, Ireland, Lithuania, Slovakia 9 members/each
Estonia, Latvia, Slovenia 7 members/each
Cyprus, Luxemburg 6 members/each
Malta 5 members

The Committee of the Regions’ members have to bdeh® of an electoral mandate within a regional
or local association, or to be politically liabledn elected assembly. The mandate of the members i
the Committee of the Regions (as well as the manfiatthe members of the Economic and Social
Committee) is not imperative. They exert their fiimres in full independence, in the general interest
of the EU. According to the modifications introdddey the Lisbon Treaty, the term of the mandate
was increased from four to five years and starte dhe official appointment in office, by the Coiinc
comes into force.
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The President of the Committee of the Regions asaffice are elected from its members, for a two
years mandate. The Committee gathers five timesypar in plenary sessions, in Brussels. The
Committee can be convened by its president upo€thancil’s or the Commission’s request, but can
also reunite on its own initiative, according tdicde 198a from the Maastricht Treaty (art.264 he t
Amsterdam Treaty). The Lisbon Treaty amends thes@gions as well, increasing the mandate of the
Committee of the Regions’ President and officenat &nd a half years and includes in the European
Parliament’s competences the possibility to ask Rnesident of the Committee of the Regions to
convene this assembly ATAMAN & DAVID, 2008).

The Committee of the Regions is a political assgntisht was established following the request of
local and regional organizations, to be represewi¢iiin the EU. During the T5anniversary of the
institution, the Committee of the Regions exprestes following in the “Mission Declaration”,
adopted in April 2009:

According to the provisions of the Treaties (Maabtr and Amsterdam) this structure has both
technical and consultative characteA@BULESCU, 2008 an(IANCU, 2006) as the Commission
and the Council have the obligation to consult@oenmittee of the Regions every time new proposals
are made in fields that affect the regional anadlléevel. The Committee of the Regions issues astic
on its own initiative in cases it considers to Iseful and regarding any problem of community
interest.

The attributions of the Committee of the Regiorfernéo the following fields: economic and social
cohesion, European infrastructure network, heathjcation, culture (according to the Maastricht
Treaty), to which labour force use policy, socialigy, environment, professional development,
transportation are added (within the general coimepexpressed in the Amsterdam Treaty)
(VATAMAN & DAVID, 2008). The Committee of the Regionsttavity regarding these fields is
deployed within specialized commissions that hawe responsibility to elaborate the notice and
resolution projects:

Table no. 2. Specialized Commissions in the Committee of the Regions

COTER Commission for territorial cohesion
ECOS Commission for economic and social policy
DEVE Commission for sustainable developm
EDUC Commission for culture, education and research
CONST Commission for constitutional affairs and Europegmvernment
RELEX Commission for external relations and decentralizedperation
CAFA Commission for administrative and financial affairs
Temporary ad-hoc commission for reviewing the HEidritial frame
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3. Place of OPEN DAY Swithin the EU regional palicy

In the doctrine, the EU regional policy was defiredbeindfirst of all, a policy of solidarity, built
around the objective of social cohesioCONSTANTIN, FRENTZ, RRDUCU, FOLESCU, &
VOINEA, 2007)

The European Parliament established that the @atlmt “region of development” definéa territory
that geographically represents a net unity or aikimensemble of territories in which continuity
exists, in which the population has certain comnatements and is willing to preserve the specificity
deriving from them but also to develop with thepmse of stimulating the cultural, social and
economic progress{(PROFIROIU, PROFIROIU, & POPESCU, 2008).

The European Union is a community comprising 2¥sta271 regions and approximately 500 million
inhabitants. Although it is considered to be onehw richest areas on the planet, the inhabitants’
income establishes certain differences betweardfi®ns. This is the reason why, through its regfion
policy, the EU aims at modernizing the regions thia less developed and helping the citizens in
these regions in order to establish a balancegate the possibility that these regions reachethel

of the other ones, leading thus to the disappearahmter regional disparities. Thus, Romaniaa®as
EU member state, has benefited from technical enraohéial assistance even in the pre adhesion stage,
the main financial instruments being the three camity programs: Phare, I.S.P.A. and S.A.P.A.R.D.
(MARCHIS, 2009). The disparity between the Romarriggions and the regions of the EU member
states is obvious, for example the developmentrtepetween the Inner London regions (United
Kingdom) and North East (Romania) reaching the lled&6:1 (MARCHIS, Impactul extinderii
Uniunii Europene asupra strategiikdmpoliticilor regionale, 2009).

As a proof of cooperation and dialogue betweerEilpean institutions, each year, Brussels hosts a
very important event for the EU regional policy: ENP DAYS- “European Week of Regions and
Cities”. This large manifestation is organized Ine tEuropean Commission, though the General
Directorate of Regional Policy and the Committeehef Regions and is meant to be a debate forum
for all the European local and regional actorsriedgted in the regional policy and the EU cohesion;
local and regional authorities, international oiigations, experts, bank representatives, civil efgci
representatives, media representatives etc.

Each OPEN DAYS edition is focused on a certain thamportant for the EU regional policy:
2004 - “Managing Regional Development”

2005 — “Working together for Regional Growth andstoPreparing the next Generation of Structural
Funds Programs”

2006 — "Investing in Europe's Regions and Citiedalie and Private Partners for Growth and Jobs"
2007 — "Making it happens: regions deliver growthk gobs".
2008 — "Regions and cities in a challenging world".

The 2009 OPEN DAYS EDITION, thé"7namedGlobal challenges, European responsesés held
between 5 and 8 October and aimed at realizinglaglie and exchange of ideas between regions and
cities within over 100 conferences and seminaned main subjects:
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Restoring growth: Innovation in Europe's regiond arties

- Regions and climate change: Europe's way to sadtigmegional development

- Territorial co-operation: Working together acrossders

- Achieving results, looking ahead: EU Cohesion Btdievaluation and future prospects
- Re establishing economic growth: innovation inEueopean regions and cities.

Over 200 local events have been added to thesgniaegl under the title “Europe in our
Region/City”.

During the opening of this manifestation, the Rfest of the European Commission, Jose Manuel
Barroso underlined the necessity of:

“Europe, its Member States and its regions musestun far-reaching and innovative changes in
order to preserve the European model of society egmdain competitive on the world stage.

Globalisation is not the enemy of subsidiarity féist the exact opposite is true. The regions aee th

foremost area for the acquisition of knowledge &rdeconomic activity, employment, social cohesion
and innovative systems.”

4. The European Entrepreneurial Region (EER)

Within the OPEN DAYS 2009 manifestations a new exysbf boosting the economic development
and labour force occupation at a regional level established, called:he European Entrepreneurial
Region This initiative that belongs to The Committeetlod Regions and the European Commission,
with the support of entrepreneurs’ organizations SINESSEUROPE, UEAPME and
EUROCHAMBERS derived from the need to offer supporthe small and medium enterprises that
activate at a local level, wanting to apply the tmdThink Small First”, the leitmotiv of theSmall
Business Actinducement addressed by Gulnther Verheugen whechang EER.

The EER project aims at encouraging the appeaminggnamic, ecologic and entrepreneurial regions
in Europe, stimulating the local and regional adthes in what concerns the identification of new
ways to generate long term economic growth threerghepreneurial spirit, in essence developing the
regions’ entrepreneurial potential.

EER aims at identifying and recompensing the EUoregthat have an exceptional entrepreneurial
vision by granting the “The entrepreneurial regadrthe year” award. This initiative is addressed to
any region of Europe, irrespective of the size,ytaion or wealth.

The selection is addressed to all the regionshae¢ political competencies and the capacity tdyapp
a general entrepreneurial vision.

The enlistment is made through the EER Website. &fisting deadline is January 15 2010 for the
EER 2011 and 2012. The filling in of tigplication Formhas to include a presentation of the vision
for the specific region, the action plan and thevigioned communication activities as well as a
demonstration of the existence of real politicanagitment in order to turn the vision into reality.

Thus, in maximum 3 pages, the entrepreneurial piatenf the region will be described, the SWOT
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analysis of the entrepreneurial potential, theuseses it has in order to accomplish the visiondiso

the directions included in the action plan, in maxin 10 pages, such as: mainstream ‘a SBA for
Europe’; introducing entrepreneurship in schoolgpport at critical levels of business growth;
development of cluster policy; demonstrate optiose of (EU) public funding and building up cost
efficient forms of partnership between public andvate sector. The EER activities and
communications will have to be described in maxinfupages.

The applications will be evaluated by a jury commg nine members, representatives of the
Committee of the Regions, the European Commisstmn,General Directorate for Regional Policy
and General Directorate for Enterprise and Indusisywell as Business Europe, Euro-chambers and
UEAPME:

- Mr. Luc VAN DEN BRANDE, President of the Jury, Pident of the Committee of the
Regions;

- Ms. Constance HANNIFFY, Chairwoman of the CoR E€@mnmission and Rapporteur of
the CoR opinion on the Small Business Act,

- Ms. Christine CHAPMAN, Member of the CoR Ecos Corssion and Rapporteur of the CoR
opinion on the post 2010 Lisbon Strategy,

- Ms. Mechthild WORSDORFER, Representative of theofgan Commission, DG Enterprise
and Industry, Head of Unit Promotion of SMEs contpetness,

- Mr. Mikel LANDABASO, Representative of the Europe@ommission, DG REGIO, Head of
Thematic Coordination and Innovation Unit,

- Mr. Bendt BENDTSEN, Member of the European Parliatrend newly elected President of
the SME Circle (gathering more than 60 MEPSs), ForD@nish Minister for Economic and
Business Affairs

- Mr. Francois MOUTOT, Representative of UEAPME, Bigr General of Permanent
Assembly of Chambers of Metiers,

- Mr. Peter MIHOK, Deputy-President of Euro-chambétsgsident of the Slovak Chamber of
Commerce and Industry

- Mr. Paul JACOBS, Representative of Business Eurdpe-President of SME Committee.

The jury will evaluate the requests received fréma tegions, analysing the specific features of each
candidate region as well as the general presentafithe action plan elaborated and the sustaibabil
and credibility of the proposals, by granting seaas follows: Criteria Points of the Application
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Table no. 3. Criteria Points of the Application

Score Criteria

30 point: the completeness of the proposed ef

10 points the overall presentation

10 points the ambitions of the political vision

10 points the sustainability and ‘low carbon eauogboriented plan

10 points the degree of social inclusion, innovatiorporate social responsibility and entrepresigpr
10 point: the integration of the measures prop¢

10 points the stakeholders’ involvement in the plan

10 points the activities and communication during EER year.

The award consists in granting the “EntrepreneuRiagiion of the year” title and will be awarded
every year to three regions, the ones with the raestible action plan and the longest term vision.
The granting ceremony of EER will be held once aryaround the plenary session of the Committee
of the Regions. The first EER titles will be awaide February 2010.

5. Conclusions

The establishment of the EER award motivated tbal land regional authorities to discover, propose,
develop and analyse ways in which they can helpStinall and Medium Enterprises to solve their
problems and needs and adapt to the new challémgesed by the Zicentury.

The initiative aims at encouraging the regions mmatvwconcerns the creation of a favourable business
environment that would help create and developShwll and Medium Enterprises, enabling the
access to financing, their capacity to create jblysstimulating the development of trans-boundary
cooperation and regional business partnershipsupyporting the Small and Medium Enterprises in
export activities, by promoting the entrepreneudalture, through the development of an effective
partnership between the local and regional auibkeriand the economic actors, by increasing the
competitiveness in a globalized economy based awladge and through these measures, generate
long term economic growth, contribute to reducihg development disparities between the EU
regions.

In the speech held at the Opening Session at OPEXSC2009, Luc Van den Brande, the present
Committee of the Regions’ President, was optimadiicassuring us thdfThe member states and
Europe can count on regional and local players witetcomes to giving a regional response to the
economic crisis”and in the speech held when closing the manifess®the was expressing a strong
belief that ‘European Entrepreneurial Regiorssan initiative that can contribute as well anstilate
the development of dynamic, ecologic and entrepmégleregions through Europe”
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