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The Possibility and Reality of International Divisions of
Senior High Schools in China

Faculty of Liberal Arts, Department of Life Planning
Kaori ONODERA

Abstract

This paper focuses on the features of ‘international divisions’ inside senior public high schools in China,
which are increasing the number in recent years, and aims to clarify the reasons why they are popular and
are able to respond to the internationalization in a secondary education setting. As a result of the analysis,
the following three points were pointed out. First, as the number of the students and parents, who are inter-
ested in studying abroad, increases, it became legally possible based on some related governmental regula-
tions for international divisions of public senior high schools to introduce international education programs
such as International Baccalaureate (IB) or Advanced Placement (AP) since 1990s. Second, focused on the
curriculum in international divisions, they introduce the international education program as ‘school based
curriculum’, in which each school can decide the contents freely. It is one of the results of the deregulation
policy. Third, when the role of the international divisions is examined, it is found that they work as ‘alter-

native places’ that cannot pass the senior high school examination.
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