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3) The search for meaning is innate.
4) The search for meaning occurs through “patterning.”
5) Emotions are critical to patterning.
6) The brain processes parts and wholes simultaneously.
7) Learning involves both focused attention and peripheral
perception.
8) Learning involves conscious and unconscious processes.
9) We have at least two different types of memory: A spatial
memory system and a set of systems for rote learning.
10) We understand and remember best when facts and skills
are imbedded in natural, spatial memory.
11) Learning is enhanced by challenge and inhibited by threat.
12) Each brain is unique.

The principals above are now well established by cognitive science. Thus, they
are valuable concepts in the field of education. Keepit them in mind when using Pond

Secrets can helpn  "“est productive leaming experiences. Enjoy.
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Research in cognitive science has shed some insight into why the old adage
sarding children, “they grow up so fast”, seems so true. Perhaps more so, than
previously believed. There are studies, for example, that have gathered evidence to show
that concept formation begins in infancy (Baillargeon, Spelke, and Wasserman 1985;
Gopnik 1988; Mandler 1988; and others). Note how this hypothesis is incompatible with
traditional Piagetian stage theory, which describes infants as only capable of instinctual
behaviors and sensori-motor schemas (Piaget 1963).

A notable expert, Henry Wellman, as:  ts that young children actually begin
theorizing at an  lier age than what most current research would suggest (1988).
Wellman argues that by the age of 3, and as early as 2.5, children can exhibit a “folk-
psycholc cal” behavior in their in  actions with adults that indicate a naive
unders 1ding of theory formation (ibid. 86). By age 10, children's ability to theorize
resembles the reasoning of a novice scientist (Carey 1985, 8, 186-90). Children, it seems,
certainly do grow up quickly.

Of course, extensive conceptual development occurs during this time period. At
age 3, children gather knowledge, but do not yet know how it is gathered, and thus fail to
attribute a similar knowledge to others. At age 4, children begin to understand the casual

properties of the informational conditions of perception, particularly visual access












(1990, 113). Incorporating Carey's analysis, it becomes a theory grounded in scientific
interpretations of the physical world. Coupling this with children's developing skill in
theoretical thinking, theory of mind develops significantly during the next several years.
By age 12, children's theory of mind is quite developed. It has accommodated
throv "1 strong sense conceptual change, a scientifically based framework grounded in
biological knowledge. Theory of ~id is now more of a framework that bears likeness to
an adult understanding of life's .fundarnental questions. It is also a time, when children
are quite impressionable to attitudes and dispositions. Indeed, it is an age in children's
development when attitudes and dispositions of virtue, as well as thinking skills, can be

im;  d so that they endure into adulthood.




























































""" :to moral reasoning. Thus, the analysis turns to examine critical and creative

thinking more closely.
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more reliable than a public source.) The standards relevant to forming a reliable
framework of perspectives are derived from criteria questions described by David Perkins
(1987), and Richard Paul (1990), respectively. Finally, the criteria questions relevant to
cause and effect relationships, and the post hoc ergo propter hoc (after it therefore
because of it) fallacy are validated by Perry Weddle (1978).
The critical thinking concepts contained in Pond Secrets are technic ™  sound.

But to be taught in accordance with its design, several key points relevant to its

plementation require brief review. Thus, the module now moves to sketch out how
Pond Secrets can lend itself to creative teaching from a Brain-based leaning perspective.

This will help the educator use Pond Secrets more effectively
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Pond Secrets. As Caine and Caine state succinctly: “Inbr. © based learniy  the
emphasis is on the teacher's creativity, and not on the ability to implement what others

have created” (ibid. 178).
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POND SECRETS:

REFLcCTIONS FGn THOUGHT ANw VIR UE
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1] ‘etait une fois...

a timeless chorus  when
the wind shifts through Pond's ! ds

in just the right way...
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Pond Reeds

Every four years
when the calendar
catches up with time
a leaf floats by
the most northern point of Pond.
Not an ordinary leaf
but one of distinguished shape
and vibrant color
always sparkling
¢'" mering sun
for all to plainly see.
And with aroma
quited inct
a spicy apple
pumg'’ scent
Citizens of Pond
can casily sense this
asthe s’ 1to meet
and lect
about the affairs
of their li
and interests
of mind
ataplace * >wn

through the ages of time
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as the Point at Solitary Leaf.
Here
the water meets land
at medium depth
as rocks at edge
slope sharply downward
providing comfort of space
for Citizens of water
to join the proceedings.
Above the Water
the rocks climb
gradually higher
layer by layer
as steps in a staircase
curl unevenly around
like a beckoning finger
old and wise
these rocks cincture
a natural rest
for Citizens of Land
to inspect the day.
Above these rocks
beyond the final step
is fertile soil
from which grows

a tree.
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Just above ground
its trunk
divides into four branches.
While three of the four
branch out in varied directions
with irregular forms
the fourth swings down
in a graceful curve
just over the rocks
and above the water
an elegant perch
for Citizens of Air
to view and review
the course of events.
Also quite distinct
are the roots of this tree
sometimes visible
meandering down
between the rocks
enjoying curious routes
into the water
and the bottom below
connecting together
all that is Pond
Water
Land

and Air.

53



When
and only when
Solitary Leaf arrives at Pond
does this union truly celebrate.
Chords are struck
and song is heard
as branches rustle
melodic whispers
calling for Citizens to assemble
and welcome this arrival.
Moreover
when Citizens gather next
four main speakers
compose the meeting
as a formal event
that questions through dialogue
what elements of thought
are worthy of Pond
to help Citizens
fulfill their endeavors.
In a hollow log
that juts out over the water
lives the first speaker.
From this balcony
Bullfrog does his speaking
as Governor of Pond

statesman
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and keeper of pro; ° s
with firm voice
strong-willed and untiring
though at times
danger lurks
' Courage
leads the way.
Just next to this rostrum
sways Owl's favorite spot
on the tip
of the fourtht 1ch
contoured with grace.
As a scientist
Owl considers
multiple perspectives
with a turn of her head
she sees
a completeness of views
through very large eyes
her Objectivity prevails.
In the water below
Rainbow Trout surfaces
from time to time
nudging water lilies aside
to take her turn to speak.
As resident artist of Pond

she revels
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in the connection of thix
arranging
re-arranging
forever changing
offering imaginative responses
playing and discovering

struggling and overcoming

her Passion and Unity

are felt.

On the shore
between the log and the branch
ala :rock serves
as a platform
for Turtle to speak
as philosopher of Pond.
Born a snapper
untold years ago
his life span
extends through generations
as caretaker of history
learned reason
has replaced his bite.
Exploring
seeking justice
searching for truth
his Integrity

is well pronounced.
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So these four thinkers
form a Council of experts
whose collective experience
much respected
provides diverse background
to consider even
the most challenging questions.
Wait!

Is it s0?

Indeed
Solitary Leaf is sighted
as a sudden rush of wind
surges thrc 1
branches normal sway
as if the whole of Pond
including all the hinterland
had taken one refreshing breath
to carry Tree’s inviting whisper
as this arrival

is announced.
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Tree at Solitary Pt.

Gather together Citizens
Yellow Perch and Johnny Darters
Tadpoles and Redfin Shiners
Yellow Warblers and Red-winged Blackbirds
to think about thinking.
Join together
Ducks and Geese
Muskrats and Watershrews
Raccoons and Rabbits
to 1" " < of thinking.
Come together
Beetlesand Wa  itriders
Flatworms and Phantom Gnats
Damselflies and Spiders
to think for thinking.
Gather everyone
while Solitary Leaf is here
and discover this pattern
as it becomes clear

" ":about thin'“~g
to learn about thi * " 1g
and * ° k about learning
to learn about lear

as secrets of Pond

eventually emerge.
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Pond Reeds

Governor Bullfrog

Citizen Turtle

Governor Bullfrog

Citizen Turtle

Pond Reeds

Desperate times

they were indeed

when Pond was a place
without a home

fo to itself

where creatures lived
with little caring

or knowledge

shared between them
fending for themselves
strangers from each other
without trust

or accountability.

Perhaps it would be helpful if we recount the ley dary
Ghostcrab. What say you Citizen Turtle?

Telling the tale of Ghostcrab is a good idea. It would
certainly remind us of the timet ore the good life we enjoy
today...showing how important our thinking is to what we do.

Quite right...and doing so will also provide ins” "t into the
tradition of Solitary Leaf. Why don't you begin Citizen Turtle
since you were actually there.

I suppose I could Governor...but I was with Jeremiah...who
for the benefit of those who don't know...was the Governor's
great grandfather's great grandfather. So in his honor it v
be more appropriate if you began the story.

Governor paused

consit ing this suggestion
lineaments furling

into stoic profile

first pointing upward

then down to the water
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Governor Bullfrog

Citizen

Rainbow Trout

Citizen Turtle

Citizen
Rainbow Trout

Citizen Turtle

Jeremiah

graciously beckoning
Citizen Rainbow Trout.

Citizen Trout...your words are most eloquent... wouldn't you
help us begin?

I would be delighted. Now let’s see...it happened

avery lor time ago...on a late summer afternoon. The day
was overcast...gradually turning yellow green...and if that
wasn't odd enot 1...a noticeable calm had descended upon
all of Pond...making its most so1 ” :m point very strange
indeed. This is the place we have come to know as Muddy
Bottom... where circling mists spin an air of mystery  d the
watersrundeep in v of knowledge. It was there on the
outskirts that Citizen Turtle...just a young snapper back
then...was exploring the foreland. He was a slender
fellow...not with the awesome shell that he resic  in now.

May I continue Rainbow?

But of course.

Ah...to be young again! I recall that day very well. I had
wandered into the foot of a fairly steep ridge so I stopped to
take some rest. That was when I felt a soft thump on my
shell. I remembered how odd that felt...and how odd that it
had become so quiet so suddenly. I issured myself that it
was only the loud silence that had made me jittery and there
was no need to be frightened. So as I began to make my way
up the ridge...a very unusual creature came tumbling off my
shell...right smack into a giant bur-reed.

Oho...goodness gracious...oh no...what's happening!
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Pond Reeds It could be said
Jeremiah wasn't enchanted
by this excursion
dazed 1confused
he plucked " eif off
one particular bur
that truly got his attention.

Jeremiah Ouch! Goodness these things hurt...ouch! Say...you're not a
rock. What are you...some kind of monster?

Snapper : Hardly. I'm Snapper...and I'm a turtle.

Jeremiah What's a turtle?

Snapper I'm a turtle.

Jeremiah Well I've never seen a turtle before.

Snapper Now you have. What about you...a frog aren't you?
Jeremiah That's r'-"1it. I'm a bullfrog...Jeremiah Bullfrog...though I

haven't been one very long. [ was most recently a tadpole.

Snapper A tadpole is like a fish right?
Jeremiah That's right.
Snapper So you mean that you were once one kind of animal...and

now you're anott  ?

Jeremiah That's correct.
Snapper Now that's] 1to believe.
Jeremiah Its true! I should know...it hap} ed to me.
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Snapper must have been terribly confusing for you.
Jeremiah It was...but I'm adapting.

Snapper That's good. Well at least now you know the difference
between a rock and a turtle shell.

Jeremiah How peculiar it is.
Snapper Hold on! Have you looked at yourself recently...all crouched
up like that?
Jeremiah That's ' 7501 can spring into a leap...watch!
Pond Reeds Saying this
Jeremiah jettisoned
into the air

most impressively

but quite unfortunately
not known to him
alingeri bur

remair . undetected
and when he landed

it was with a distinctive...

Jeremiah Ouch! Darn these burs sting!

Snapper Can you show me how you jump again?

Jeremiah Very amusing!

Snapper Well if you had my shell you wouldn't have to worry about
bur-reeds.

Jeremiah I suppose...but I'd have to lug it around everywhere [ went.
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Snapper

Mr. Popinjay

Snapper
Mr. Popinjay

Snapper

Mpr. Popinjay
Jeremiah

Mr. Popinjay

Snapper
Mr. Popinjay

Jeremiah

Myr. Popinjay

into the open

surprising its composer.
And he's speaking to me. I'm a turtle...not a rock.

Well how beguilii  you are. A thousand pardons...merely a
{ 1wre of speech...no offense taken I hope.

Just who are you anyway?

Mr. Popinjay at your service.

Isn't this an interesting coincidence. I've seen a popinjay once
before passing through onm™  ition. He had such beautiful
feathers with many bright colors. So I'm curious...where

would your exquisite plumage be?

I lost it in my travels. Besides who needs a plumage when
you are as important as I am?

And why are you so impo *  t?

It just so happens that I am civilized and cultured ...refined
and sophisticated...not that you would understand these
things.

What might you be suggesting?

Why nothing at all. I'mn  ely describing facts as they are.

That may very well be...according to you. But tell us...what
do you do that makes you so import=——*?

I'm a messer :r. I fly around this region and report on what
is happening. And I must say...this is quite a peculiar place
with this Ghostcrab fellow wandering about.
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Snapper

Mr. Popinjay

Snapper

Mr. Popinjay

Jeremiah

Mr. Popinjay

Jeremiah
Mpr. Popinjay
Snapper

Mr. Popinjay

Pond Reeds

Who's Ghostcrab?

Isn't that interesting...you seem to know about popinjays but
nothir about Ghostcrab.

What d¢  that have to do with my question? I've already
told you that was just a coincidence.

Nothing then I suppose. You're quite clever... different from
the others...so you should have no trouble heeding my
warning. Beyond this ridge and beyond the raspberry fields
dwells a phantom. Every once in a while he comes out to
strike fear into the heart of Pond. He is known as Ghostcrab

.and ev yone is quite terrified of him.

What does he do that frightens everyone so much?

He is one who causes the storms. Every time he appears a
storm follows...storms so terrible that everyone fears ™ ™ 1.

Have you ever seen Ghosterab?
No not yet...but others have.
Up close...or from a distance?

From a distance. Those who have tried to get closer haven't
lived to tell about it. That's why I'm warning everybody. He's
roaming as we speak. So beware...I've now warned you about
this wandering wraith...the path you're on is less traveled.

With a flap

Mzr. Popinjay

was gliding in air
cawing and circling
and cawing again
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Jeremiah

Snapper

Jeremiah

Snapper

Jeremiah

Snapper

Jeremiah

Snapper

Jeremiah

Snapper

Jeremiah

Snapper

over and over
Ghostcrab has risen
Ghostcrab has risen
leaving behind caution
and atrem' " bough.
What do youth’ * Snapper?
He's an odd bird.
I mean what do you think about Ghostcrab?
I'm not sure. Mr. Popinjay never said he saw Ghostcrab.

That's true...but he did say others have seen him.

Sure...but only from a distance. Who knows what they
saw...if anything.

What we need to do is check for ourselves.
I think so.
Are you scared?

I don't know...maybe I am. It's hard for me to be scared of
something that may not exist.

What if he does? Don't you think it's better to turn back now
and not take any chances?

Perhaps...but all we know is what Mr. Popinjay told us. I'm

not convinced that we can rely on what he says...or what
ot shave told him.
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Jeremiah

Snapper

Jeremiah

Snapper

Jeremiah

Snapper

Jeremiah

Snapper

Jeremiah

Snapper

Jeremiah

Snapper

Jeremiah

Snapper

You may be right...but I still have an uneasy feeling about
this.

Oh so do I...I've never seen Pond quite like this before. But I
think we'll be okay if we look out for one another...even if
things get dangerous.

I don't like the sound of dangerous.

Whoever does? But sooner or late someone's going to have to
't closer to the truth.

Then let it be later...and somebody else.

Who then...and when? Everyone's listening to Popinjay and
running away...not e 1 knowing what they're afraid of.

Oh yes they do...Ghostcrab!

But we've been through all that al ~ dy. That's what they
think they're afraid of...but they don't really know. Do you
v it to be like them?

No...I suppose not.

So what do you say?

Can I trust you... »ecially if things get dangerous?

Absolutely! How about yourself...do you share that
confidendce with me?

1 suppose I do. But I'll tell you...]  not as courageous as you.

How do you know? Maybe you are...
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Jeremiah ...or perhaps as foolish.

Snapper Would you make a promise with a fool?
Jeremiah Of course not!

Snapper Well I'm no one’s fool!

Jeremiah Okay let's go then...you...me...and my reluctance.
Pond Reeds On the way

silence was broken
with sounds of panic
and chaotic echoes

of running away.

What had Ghostcrab caused?!

Rippling and splashii
of duc’ * gand *~ting
diving for safety

and treading in fear.

Beware Ghostcrab has risen!!
Rustling and scattering

in different directions

biting and clawing

getting ah¢ ~ of the next.

What had Ghostcrab caused?!

Ruffling and fluttering
of entas “ed feathers
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fighting each otl
desperate for flight.

Beware Ghostcrab has risen!!

Despite pandemonium
Jeremiah and Snapper
ventured boldly ahead
through raspberry fields
and stretches of marsh
until they I 1reached

a crescent of trees
clustered with ferns
providing advant:

to peer unnoticed

onto the shoreline below.
Beware Ghostcrab is cor *

Shuffling strangely
an opaque shadow

in circling mists
scuffling side to side
a spurtling scuttle
then a scuttling stop
occasionally bursting
specters of light
uncanny perceptions
of silver and white.

Beware Ghostcrab is near!!
Snapper Look there he

Jeremiah That mustbe "~ 1!
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Snapper

Jeremiah

Snapper

Jeremiah

Snapper

‘emiah

Snapper

Jeremiah

Snapper

Jeremiah

Snapy

Jeremiah

Snapper

Jeremiah

An elusive being...

Goodness! Did you see that glow?
...and quite the luminary.

Maybe he really is a ~host!

There's no way of telling from here. We're still too
far away with the light and mist as it is.

We would have tc 1t closer. I can't say that I'm looking
forward to that.

Hmm...if only there was a way.

Maybe there is. What if you crawled down the slope
slowly...inch by inch...you could get closer posed as a rock.
You've already fooled me...and Mr. Popinjay...who would
notice?

And what will you do?

I'll look out from here and warn you at the first s* 1 of
trouble.

You know...that actually might be a good idea ...except I
think I1 e a slightly better one.

Oh...what's that?

Why don't we go down the slope together...posed as a bump
on arock?

Wouldn't that be a little obvious?
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Snapper If it worked for me...it could work for both of us.

Jeremiah Not necessarily.

Snapper But it might...it just might.

Jeremiah I'm not so sure...remember what Mr. Popinjay said.
Pond Reeds A path less traveled

and a wandering wraith!

Snapper I remember...and | also remember that we agreed to check
things out for ourselves.

Jeremiah Fine...but only to the edge of the bluff. Its a pretty steep drop
| from there.
Pond Reeds Down they started
' slowly and quietly
as they possibly could
for silence returned

as ruckus was over
with seeking of hiding
Pond had become

a desolate place
utterly silent

save sounds of wind
and that of scuttle
Clickety-tick.

Beware Ghostcrab is near!!
Closer and closer

fourteen yards inch-meal
they crawled

from crescent of ferns
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to edge of the bluff
pretending to be

a bump on a rock
they waited.

From this position
they observed

a cove-shaped ric
of rocks and earth
steeply sloped

about thirty yards

rc  ained at bottom
by web of roots
frayed and blackened
and knotted together
of wee = 1 willows
draping Muddy Bottom.

Beware Ghostcrab is here!!!

Now began

hypnoticd le

as Ghostcrab reigned
within their view

eyes floating

tangerine glare

above tattered shell
loomed an oversized claw
twice large

as the other

with hind-legs moving

up and down

like skeleta! ~ gers
tapping nervous rhythm.
Clickety-tick...Clickety-tick!
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Ghostcrab

Pond Reeds

Kismet

Ghaostcrab

Pond Reeds

Jeremiah

Snapper

Jeremiah

Pond Reeds

Ghostcrab

I do enjoy the freedom that the rain b=~ - 1. It’s so
refreshing...having to burrow during the dry season gets
tedious. Indeed I'm very content occupying my time
protecting Pond from storms...making sure that paths and
tunnels are clear...and that homes remain secure. I could use
some help but nobody’s ever here when I come out.

Faintly then

a muffled whisper
from a clamshell
of all things...

Hey there...who are you calling a nobody?

Hmmm...what was that? | could've sworn I heard some * * \g.
Meanwhile
more whispering
faded down

from above...

Ghostcrab sure looks menacing. It seems as if he’s  king to
himself.

So it appears. Its too bad we can't make out what he's saying.
Which doesn’t mean he can’t hear us...we'd better hush.

But Ghostcrab noticed

only raindrops

] tering louder

with increased force.
Ahh...it's starting to rain much *  ler now...and with the

clouds...the light...the peculiar way the wi " makes the mist
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Pondl s

Ghosterab

Pond Reeds

Ghostcrab

Pond Reeds

Kismet

flow...I most certain there's )ing to be a storm. I can sense
it in the wind...I feel it in the ca'

Clickety-tick!

Coming out early was a good idea. I need to make sure that
things don't get scattered and broken. Indeed I will see to it
that all remains in its proper place.

Clickety-tick!

Now isn't that interesting...this shell shouldn't be here ™ fact
I've never seen it before. If only you could speak old shell...to
tell me what you think. But there you are...shut so tight.

To Ghostcrab's amazement
clamshell opened

a forgotten chest

filled with hope

precious wisdom

and ridd : of future things
revea’  although quizzical
bearing insight and

a sense of peace

even Ghostcrab's tapping ceased.

You must excuse me...it's been a long time since anyone has
asked me what I think...a very long time indeed. So abide
with me for just a moment...ah yes...here we are...Kismet is
my name...and you shall have one soon. Hear these words
because I can say this only one ' We are all in this life
together...and although we are all different...we all have
equal membership to it...even the lowliest clamshell.
Together...we must use whatever talents we possess to help
each other sustain it...to make Pond a better place to live for
ourselves and each other.
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Ghostcrab listened closely.

You have the ability to predict the coming of a storm. And
when you do...you set out to protect our homes. You

under: 1the importance of helping others. Unfortunately
most who live at Pond do not. But soon all this will
change...for a bump on a rock will fall across your path...and

an appreciation for sound " * *° will brit  to light the
value of knowledge...cour: 1 kindness...as essential
qualities of good will.

Ghostcrab:  ned perplexed.

This discovery will usher a new era of friendship and
cooperation...to pursue the meaning of our lives...to be fair
and committed to promises...yet understanding that rules of
exception are found in compassion...tolerance and
forgiveness...the graces of caring. This is the basis of what
will be called Citizenship...that which makes us Pond worthy.
It begins with a better understandir ofourt” " " g...

and how we form beliefs. All this will be passed onto future
generations with each coming of a solitary leaf always

' 7 7 g free of rain.

A bump on a rock...a solitary leaf ? What do you mean by
these things?

You will find out. Yes...you will find out.

I will? How do you know? You must tell me more!
Ic¢ not.
But you must!

['ve said enough.
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Sudden closure
for Kismet
just clammed up.

No doubt he meant it. How mysterious his talk about a bump
on arock was...and a soli 'y leaf...even though a lot of what
Kismet said made sense. What if everyone sought to be Pond
worthy? Would there be betrayal...theft and deception...or
would we have the poise to honor truth? And what if there

w goodwill at Pond...as Kismet described ...would we get
to know each other...with respect and encouragement
...patience and concern? Would the welfare of others come
before overfilling thel 7 And would there be la1 "iter...I
wonder?

Would there be laughter?

And what if we better understood our thinking ...how | iefs
are formed? Would we be reasonable and reflective
...rejecting what misleads us? Would we indeed form more

iable judgments about what to believe...or what to do...the
accountability of our Citizenship?

Back on the bluff
loosened earth

imbued by mist

turned to mud

with added rain

so Snapper

began to slide

Jeremiah on another ride
both would never forget.
Obeying gravity

and gathering speed
quiet demeanors

turned to hollers
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Snapper

Ghostcrab

and shrieks

bump on a rock

who needs to pretend
up in the air

they tumbled.
Jeremiah landed in water
while Snapper up-ended
¢ ioned by fern
teetered helplessly
much to

Ghostcrab’s concern.

Good gracious not again...at least this time I didn't land on a

bur-reed.

emiah over here!

What's the mat  ?

I'm stuck upside down on my shell!

Then turn yourself over.

I can't by myself. I need help!

What do you expect me to do?

Come and flip me over!

Not a chance...Ghostcrab is right behind you! I could try but I
don't think it would work...then he'd capture us both!

But we made a promise!

You really should honor your promises when you can.
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Snapper

With a flick

of his powerful claw
Ghostcrab ™ ped
Snapper back over.

You know Jeremiah...if that is your name...you should be
more positive. Say I will do...not try. Say yes to life...connect
with it from the inside to the outside...and you will
do...achieve and create many "~ s.

Seeing Ghostcrab’s  iistance
and hearing his words
Jeremiah jumped

back onto shore

surprised and curious

and somewhat relieved
though still quite wary

of tangerine eyes

and flickering glow.

How did you know my name?

Your friend called it out a moment ago when he asked for
your help. By the way...what is your name? Are youol y?

These questions
directed to Snapper
skitt  ly grateful
naturally spellbound
obviously thankful
though never intending
to be this close

to Ghostcrab.

I'm Snapper...and I'm fine thank you...a little light-
headed...but really I'm okay...thank you.
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You are a Ghost...aren't you?
Aren't we all?
What Jeremiah means is a de hed spirit.

Well there are certainly plenty of those. Look around
you...look how many have left.

No longerent  :ed
gumption regained
Snapper objected...

But you didn't answer the question.

Yes I did...just from a different perspective. If you want a
bet ~answer...ask a better question.

Snapper...why don’t you be more specific?

Jeremiah I needed your help earlier...I certainly don't need
think I need it now.

There's not enough time in life to quarrel.

I suppose you’re right. Well then...are you some kind spirit
that roams around detached from his body?

Isn't that for you to decide...not me? You're the ones who
have “ven me this name Ghostcrab. What if I said yes and
really wasn't? For all you know I may not even be a crab at
all. I might very well be an ordinary crayfish...wide-
shouldered from all the strenuous work I do.

Ghostcrab then recalled
Kismet's words
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Ghostcrab

“Kismet is my n

and you shall have one soon”
realizing just what

he had meant.

But please do call me Ghostcrab...I shall receive this name as
my own and answer gladly to it.

Such sudden approval

Jeremiah and S per

exchanged puzzled glances.
Ghostcrab...if its acceptable to call you that...

I said that it was.

...well you mentioned there were others who visi | you
before us. Did you attack them or b~ ; them harm?

Certainly not! They perished in previous storms.

It's been suggested that you're responsible.

How could that be true? I actually helped them but they
panicked...and then it was too late. I'm sorry. I was quite
serious when I said how important it is not to panic. Heed
that advice...remember...the life you save could very well be
your own.,

But don't you summon the storms?

What do you mean?

It's believed that you are the cause of these storms.

I am?
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You see...whenever you are sighted...a storm always seems to
follow.

If T understand what you're saying...not only am I considered
to be a Ghost...whatever that may be...but I'm also a rogue
who causes thunder and lightening to haunt you.

In so many words...

...you could say.

No wonder everyone ran away. All ~ time I thought it was
because they just didn't care.

Probably that too.

And it usually took them at least a couple days to
return...that's why they never noticed.

Noticed what?

The few instances I came out when there was no storm that
followed.

Maybe it just didn't reach us...
...or passed us by.

Perhaps...but I think there are other factors which can
account for the storms.

Other factors?

Yes...other factors like wind...moisture ...temperature and
pressure...things like that.
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What kinds of things are these?

Things which make up the weather.

Really...

...how do you know?

[ live by the weather.

Are these the only factors?

No...there are others. But let me ask you...what if you were
sensitive totl e kinds of factors in all their variations...so
much so...that you could even predict a storm. Wouldn’t you
¢ :out beforehand and prepare for it...put things
away...batten thir~+ down...and help others do the same?
Yes...

I suppose.

Well...that’s what I’ve |  n doing.

So when you came out to help.. ‘eryone ran because they
were afraid of you.

Although what they were really afraid of was their own false
beliefs.

Then there has been a terrible mistake!
I would say.

Assun ~ ; of course that what you're saying is true. You may
be trying to fool us.
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You must realize by now that I wouldn't try to fool you...I
simply would.

J- how do you make your predictions?

By observing the factors I mentioned and learning their
connections...what causes what. Oftentimes  + legs tap when
a storm is coming. I suppose the storms still get me a little
nervous. I’m not always right but for the m«  part my
predictions are quite accurate indeed.

But you're legs aren't tapping now. Could it be that this time
your prediction is a false alarm?

No..Idon't *° ° so...there may be another reason for that.
R’ "1t now just worry about taking cover...the storm will be
here in full force any moment now.

As Ghostcrab

uttered these words
wind picked up
snapping foliage back.

You may be right Ghostcrab...Jere ~* th jump onto my shell
to weigh me down so that the wind doesn't flip me over.

Good idea...that should work.

Still intimidated

by his appearance
Jeremiah cautic 'y
jumped past Ghostcrab
onto Snapper's shell.
But Ghostcrab

wasn't paying attention
looking instead
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Snapper

Pond} ds

atash™ ering leaf
making its way
toward the shore.

That must be it.

Must be what?

Solitary Leaf.

Solitary Leaf...what's that?

Ghostcrab turned
to answer

staring at them

a peculiar way.

What's the matter?

Nothing really...it's just for a moment you looked
t  liar sitting there on Snapper's shell.

Jeremiah and Snapper
certainly resembled

the “bump on a rock”
mentioned by Kismet.

NowI " " kI understand completely.
Understand what?
Diamonds splintered
then ripped the sky

quenched in rumble
a piercing cry.
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Ask qu ions about your thinking...how it is you come to
believe something. Reveal the kind of ju’ n =~ tyou
make and learn how to use them correctly...skillfully...and
with good will. All the while exchange ideas
pectfully...this will foster trust among yourselves. Listen
to each other carefully. Ask questions...get to know each
other...as well as yourselves...as you become friends.
Friends?
Yes that's right...the trust between us Pond dwellers to help
and not harm each other...such as yourselves. 2 1t you
two friends?
We did make such a promise but Jeremiah didn't keep it.

I'm sorry! I was scared. [ know I made a mistake.

This is another  ect of friendship... lizingt = " es and
apologizing to those who have been injured...with the
intention of correcting...to remedy injuries as best one can.
This is a very important part of what it means to be Pond
worthy.

I'll try to be more helpful next *~ : Snapper.

Couldn't you say that """ rently...you do remember?
Definitely...I will be more helpful!

Now...don't you both feel better?

Yes...

...perhaps I do.
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Ghostcrab Good...how can you be positive if you have negative
feelings? Being positive is essential to sound thinkii

Snapper Ghostcrab...it seems that we owe you an apology.

Ghostcrab When you gather everyone as Citizens...to exa ~ e your
thinking...and your actions...that will be enot -

Snapper Citizens?

Ghostcrab Together as Citizens we will form a Citizenship...our
friendship with Pond. It will be our responsibility to protect
the quality of our lives here...our land...our water...and our
air...to actually care about what we do here as Citizens.

Pond Reeds Br**1d the trio
heavy mud
began to burgeon
the web of roots
containing em! = ent.
Quite aware
of ° »sending slide
Ghostcrab scuttled over
extending his claw
buttressing up
this retaini ~ wall.

Ghostcrab Go on...get away while you still can!
Snapper But what about you?
Ghostcrab It's okay...I've been through mud-slides before.. »on...no

time for long good-byes.

Pond Reeds Heeding this call
Jeremiah hurried ahead
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leaving his friend
buoy " in wind
as Snapper

could only crawl.
Realizii his haste
Jeremiah thumped
to a halt

turning around
tosee! per

flip over again.

Oh no...I forgot about the wind!
Help me Ghostcrab!
I can't this time...I'm holding up the wall!
Jeremiah...help!
Cast in crisis
Jeremiah paused
. presented with choice
escape  icathed
or take a risk
-to help his friend.

Hold on Snapper!

Though certain safety
seemed quite appealing.

Somebody help me!
Resounding urgency
re ' ded Jeremiah

of his recent pledge.
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Don't panic...Ill be ri, * * there!
Hurry Jeremiah...I can't hold back this mud forever!

Fledgling valor

a leap is made

prop: "'ng Jeremiah
to Snapper's aid.

Don't worry...I'll get you turned o&er!

Like a spring
Jeremiah squeezed
between sand and shell
pushing up

with inner strength
catapulting Snapper
back on his feet

w"'~ landing him¢ f
on Snapper's shell
sounding quite like

a bump on a rock.

Go ahead you two...escape to the water! Prepare for the
storms yourselves and others to help you when you

ither to discuss your thinking ...and your actions. Let the
others know they had nof” * g to fear from me. Always
remember to treat each other with fairness and caring...a
fii balance you will need to learn...this the es: 1ce of
what is Pond.

Makii  way

to water's edge
they turned to :
tl  web collapse
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oozing mud

coverir~ over

all in wake.
Jeremiah Look he's gone! Do you think he's alright?
Snapper I don't know. There's nothing we can do now anyhow...so

let's do as he said and go follow Solitary Leaf.

Pond Reeds Throt "\ choppy water
and pelting rain
they sailed
as friends
to a place
soon to be called
Point at Solitary Leaf.
Gathering Citizens
beginning tradition
of living together
Jere—"-"'s heroics
began a lineage
bold and upstanding
Gov nors of Pond
freely e 1
with popular vote.
Snapper returned
with ch coming
of Solitary Leaf
growing each time
Mind
“hdy
and Spirit
as Citizen Turtle.
- Almost always
questions are asked
some of which
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Caterpillar
Citizen Turtle
Citizen Butterfly
Governor Bullfrog

Citizen Owl

Citizen Turtle

remain unanswered
in Muddy Bottom...

What happened to Ghostcrab?

After the storm we went back to look for “*-1. We searched
all through the mud and surrounding areas. But we found
no’ ° g...no evidence of any kind. We didn't know what
happened to him.

Has he been seen since?
We're not sure. There are some who claim to have seen him
in the early mornit  light. Others have said they've heard
1° 7 1t their stories were scattered and never co ™ med.
Caterpillar inquired
obvious interest

of shared features...

Did Ghostcrab ever provide the reason why
his legs stopped tapping?

No he never did. The storm w  upon us by then... right
after that there was the mud ide.

An interesting question nephew...] wonder what his reason
was or if he even had one.

Most interesting questions indeed...but returning to your
original one...which was if I remember correctly...why is it
necessary to think about thinking?

Yes...it was Citizen Butterfly's original question.

Quite correct Governor.
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Governor Bullfrog -

Citizen Owl

Well then...as Ghostcrab's story shows...there are many
reasons to examine ¢  thinking. So join us everyone...don't
be spectators...take part in this examination!

In no roundabout way
Flatworm asked...

Where do we begin this examination?

By examining how we make observations...that would
seem a sensible place to begin.

Agreed...everything we experience is through some kind of
ob: vation.

In science for instance...our theories depend on the
observation of our experiments.

™

-observation of our experiments...how
interesting. That sour * like the artistic experience...how
we appreciate art.

Most certainly. The skills of observation...like all thinking
skills....are relevant and important to all our
pursuits...including our personal ones...how we treat
ourselves...each other...and our environment.

How true. All we need to do is look at our own history to
see how our observations affect our actions. Look at what
happened at Muddy Bottom.

Yes...our observations need to be as reliable as possible.
Absolutely...we need reliable information.

Otherwise we become vulnerable to misconceptions.
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Citizen Turtle And such false beliefs inevitably lead us astray.

Governor Bullfrog Let's take a few moments then to seek out a better
understanding what makes an observation reliable.

Pond Reeds Join them Citizens
and discover
reliable observations
as branches sway

Tree's perceptive whisper...

Tree at Solitary Pt. Have you

fellow Citizen

ever thought about

what makes

a reliable observation?

What senses

register perceptions?

Which factors

in the setting

andther ~ 1

thought and emotions

make them reliable?

Are they remembered?

In what way

and when?

Can they! measured
d if so how?

What assumptions

true or false

are made

from that observed?

What we believe

- depends on this
appearance or reality
sometimes hard to discern
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Governor Bullfrog -

" what is real
and what is not.
Remember Ghostcrab
Clickety-tick.

Discussion followed

about reliable observations
and Ghostcrab’s story
involving Citizens

within the audience

when Governor Bulifrog
finally noted...

And let's not forget...sometimes things may be so evident
that they can be easily missed. Remember my dear great

dfather’s great ~~andfather...wasn't he surprised when
he somehow —*-sed that ren "1ing bur-reed?

Gene laughter.

Actually...I was quite serious. We must be careful not to
overlook the obvious.

A fine point Governor...

...and quite a subtle observation.

And since we've thought about reliable observations...we
should point out that quite often it isn't possible to make
any kind of observation. Obviously we can't be everywhere
to observe everything.

Quite right..many ° :sv m rely oninformation from

others...
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Tree at Solitary Pt.

...which has great b ing on what information is
provided...

...and how it is presented.

Agreed...so let's think about the " * ds of questic  we
should ask to check the reliability of a source
of information.

Discover Citizens

how to question
sources of information
as branches sway
Tree's earnest whisper...

Have you

fellow Citizen

ever wondered

how to determine

the reliability

of © "rmation sources
for accuracy

and fair-mindedness?
Just consider

these critical questions.
Did the source

make the observation
or was it made

by yet another?

One is primary

the other secondary
which is more reliable?
Does the source

have reason to distort
or to lie?
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Is there anotl

who can confirm

or deny?

Are statements made
private or public

which is more reliable?
And what of

the source's expertise
and general reputation?
Rememberii  always
that even experts

and noble ones

will makes mistakes
but look out for Popinjays
they're a breed apart
fashioning things
around them: ves

is their only want.

Pond Reeds Discussion followed
as Citizens evaluated
sources of information
wl | Citizen Owl
peered down remarking...

Citizen Owl Our talk so far reveals yet another critical point. It's not just
our observations...but also how we interpret them “--t
matters very much.

Pond Reeds Stilted awkwardly
in shallow water

a Common Egret
plainly asl L.

Citizen Egret Interpret?
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Pond Reeds
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That'sti " ..our view of things. How we bring me: " g to
our observations...

...organizing = " rmation into perspectives.

Perspectives? I'm " not sure I understand what those are.

Discover Citizens

the perspectives

framing your beliefs

as branches sway

Tree's guiding whispers...

Have you

fellow Citizen

ever thought about
forming perspectives

or exchar 'ngthem
with those of others?
Gain perspectives

o~ "nginformation
from observations
through frames of reference
building framework
structured fairly

finely  anced

avoiding bias

while guiding judgments
of your beliefs.

Discussion followed
among varied Citizens
sharing perspectives
quite distinct

from one another
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Citizen Raccoon

Citizen Turtle

when Citizen Turtle
quietly observed...

Looking back at it now...I can see how it was believed that
Ghostcrab caused the storms.

Observations...or lack of them rather...had a lot to do with
that.

Not to mention notions.

Ah emotions

fear and panic

not quiet confidence
made a " “":rence
what was | ieved
and what was done.

We also thought that just bec: 2 something occurs beft
something else...that it causes it.

Which is not necessarily true.
Yes...it's an easy trap to think into.

Masked and tail-ringed
Raccoon stood inquiring...

But doesn't something have to happen before it...in order to
cause it. '

Yes of course...but we i also check to see if there are
other possible causes to consider.
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If this was reali:

They may have even gotten to know him better.

Behold emotions
of positive sorts
distinguish tryi
and trying

and doing ‘til done.
Such the kind
Raccoon exuded
calmly pursuing
causal thought...

So how do we figu out if something causes another?

Discover Citizens

about revealing cause

as branches sway

Tree's instructive whisper...

Have you

fellow Citizen

ever nee« | to know
if one thing

causes another?
First make sure

it happens before
then think about
other possible causes
no  tter how absurd.
Then test to see
which are not

and rule them out.
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And what is left
could be cause
always wat * *
for correlation

or mere coincidence
' gs which only
resemble cause.
Remember Ghostcrab

Clickety-tick.

Pond Reeds Discussion followed
as Citizens examined
matters of cause
able to see

""" rent perspectit
when Citizen Trout

surfaced to say...
Citizen Ghostcrab's perspective was certainly different
Rainbow Trout from the rest.
Citizen Owl He undoubtedly had different observations.
Pond Reeds More than Owl

or anyone else
knew of Kismet's role.

Citizen
Rainbow Trout Isn't it interesting how our observations can fool us?
Pond Reeds That instant

sudden splashing

startled Rainbow back.

- Her attendants
Darters d Shiners
encircled perimeter
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in protective manner
shielding Rainbow
from Wrigley Cub
causing disturbance

as Largemouth Bass
was heard by all

rep = ianding Wrigley...

Citizen Weren't you warned before? Why are you doing
Largemouth Bass ite 1in?

Citizen Doing what?

Wrigley Cub

Pond Reeds Wrigley’s gruff

and raspy tones
though well-mannered
were not yet grown,

Citizen As if you didn't know...stealing Rainbow's scales
Largemouth Bass ...that’s what!

Citizen What...stealing Rainbow's scales? I certainly
Wrig 1 Cub wi 't

Citizen But Wrigley...we saw you!

Largemouth Bass

Citizen I can't believe this...after all that we | about
Wrigley Cub today. t you tell us in the beginning

Governor...how thii ;a supposed to be different from
the times before Solitary Leaf... how our thinking is
supposed to be better. But look...it still hap; 1s.

Governor Bullfrog What do you mean?
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Citizen I'm innocent...that's what I mean!

Wrigley Cub
Governor Bullfrog No need to be upset Wrigley.
Citizen ButI'm inhocent Governor...I really am! And all
Wrigley Cub of this is so wrong that it's upsetting.
Governor Bullfrog I can see that...but your frustration isn't going to help. If
you wish to remain here you must ca  down...or I will
have to cite you in contempt and have Marshall Otter find a
quiet place foryou 7 you compose yourself.
Pond R s Marshall Otter
lived by rules
down by the river
enforcer of laws
by Council authority
within Pond’s territory.
Citizen Contempt? But I'm the one whose been treated
Wrigley Cub with contempt. Sure I was  eted cordially...but
it was always cold and mixed with suspicion. I felt
terrible. Nobody really wanted to talk to me. I knew it and
so did everyone else. Nobody should ever be made to feel
the way I did...alienated as an outcast...and [ never really
understood why. All this time I thought it was me...until
today when I learned more about thinking.
Go  nor Bullfrog Please...go on.
Citizen I will always remember that time when I saw
Wrigley Cub Rainbow...here at this very spot. She swam over and looked

- up at me with a knowing glance. I caught a glimpse of her
eyes. There was love in them.. ]aughing...sparkling
different colors...they were absolutely t  wtiful. T-* "1g
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Marshal Otter

Governor Bullfrog

Marshal Otter

Citizen
Wrigley Cub

Pond Reeds

You made no mention of this to me.
Jo! Darter
spoke for all...

We did it for your own protection Madame.

But you should have told me.

We didn't want to frighten you.

And there were numerous witnes
How many?
Four...not including Darters and Shiners.
That many?
Yes...and there was * ) evidence of the misdeed.
Evidence...what kind of evidence?
Several scales were missing from Rainbow's side.
Do you mean these?
Citizens gasped
at what they saw
Rainbow's scales
in Wrigley’s paw...
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Citizen
Largemouth Bass

Citizen
Wrigley Cub

Citizen

Largemouth Bass

Citizen
Wr ey Cub

Marshal Orter

Pond Reeds

Governor Bullfrog

Pond Reeds

Governor Bullfrog

Pond Reeds

Will you look at that!

‘What?

He had them all along!

ButI was...

This « tainly doesn't look good at all.

Rising murmurs
rippling in
a tide of fervor.

Quiet...quiet please! We can't hear ourselves think.

The Council conferred
among themselves
several moments
arriving at judgment
three votes against

to Rainbow's one.

Wrigley...with the report such as it is...so very
incrimi~ " ..I'm afraid we'll have to move on to matters
more pressing.

From the back

Solitary Sandpiper
musician elder

former resident artist
and member of Council
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Citizen Solitary
Sandpiper

Citizen Turtle

Citizen Solitary
Sandpiper

Governor Bullfrog
Citizen Solitary

Sandpiper

Governor Bullfrog

Citizen Solitary
Sandpi}

sauntered up front
swinging and swaying
playing his homn

like nobody else could
settling into

a familiar tune

as Damselflies

danced around him.

If indeed we are a Citizenry committed to

justice...why don't we listen to the lad? W -

could be more pressing than this...how we treat a fellow
Citizen? Aren't we all entitled to an impart  hearing. Isn't
this a promise beholden to us all equally? Shouldn't we...at
the very least...hear from the witnesses?

You play quite a convincing tune Citizen.

Many * 1ks...but it isn't praise I'm s¢  :ng.

What then?

Justice...that's all Governor...the just perspective...
the balance of fairness and caring of which Ghostcrab
spoke.

But don't you think we've done that? We've heard the
report...and there is the rest of the Citizenry and their needs
to consider...and you must realize that there isn't much -
daylight remaining.

I1"" " we will be neither fair nor caring if we
ignore this plea.
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Governor Bullfrog

Citizen Turtle

Governor Bullfrog

Citizen Turtle

Citizen Owl

Governor Bullfrog

Pond Reeds

Citizen Sturgeon

Have we entered into a hasty judgment...should we
reconsider?

Yes I kso. The record mustn't reflect a hasty
judgment...or any violation of justice.

It shouldn’t reflect even a hint of impropriety.
Indeed not.
So let's investigate this matter further.

Very well then...do you wish to have someone represent
you Wrigley?

Then a Sturgeon

from the depths

of Muddy Bottom
addressed as Citizen

in formality

though everyone knew him
as Brother John

rose to offer

his assistance.

Shrewd and savvy
sensitive feelers

stickling details

living by credo

eat to live

live not to eat

always ai "=~

those in1

trapped in muddied waters.

Wrigley...I'm acquainted with jll-defined problems. Why
don't you let me help you?
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Citizen Turtle

Citizen Owl

Pond Reeds

Citizen Stur; wn

Governor Bullfrog

Citizen

Wrigley Cub

Citizen Sturgeon

Governor Bullfrog

Marshal Otter

Citizen Sturgeon

Do you really think that's in Wrigley's best interest? I know
your intention to help is genuine...I've known you for a
long time...but your still a fish. Many of us know the
unfortunate h ory between fish and bears during the times
before Solitary Leaf. Wouldn't it be best...if Wrigley was to
receive help...that it come from someone who couldn't hold
such bias?

Yes...someone having a perspective framework without this
possibility...Citizen Hare for ins 1ce.

But Citizen Hare
rushing to and fro
wasn't very thorough.

The fact that I am a fish should have nothing to do with
this. I am perfectly capable of suspending my personal

juc  nent to receive the perspective of another. I don't think
there's anyone present who seriously doubts this...or my
abilities to represent Wrigley.

It’s really Wrig _'s decision. What do you want to do
Wrigley?

I suppose I could use all the help I can
get.

Splendid...Governor is there a list of witnesses?

Marshal Otter?

Besides Citizen Trout's attendants...the following

Citizens are listed as witnesses...Largemot * ™ 1ss...Yellow

Warbler...Night Heron and Watershrew.

May 1 approach them?
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Governor Bullfrog

Citizen Sturgeon

Pond Reeds

Citizen Sturgeon

Pond Reeds

Tree at Solitary Pt.

You may.

Citizen Darters and Shiners.  1't it possible that from your
frame of reference...our frame of reference
actually...looking up through the water...that it only
appeared that Wrigley was swiping Rainbow's
scales...when in fact he was playir as he said. Espec ly
when you are all so zealous in performing your duties that
even Citizen Trout has told me how over-protective you
can be?

Darter and Shiners
began to squirm.

And what about you Largemouth Bass...your prejudice
against bears is well known because of the bad blood
between your families. Don't you think that because of 1" °
you made the assumption that Wrig - had ill
intentions...slanting your perspective?

Motionless

Largemouth Bass

gaping speechlessly
suspended silence

eternal seconds

relieved and shortened

by branches sway

Tree's most serious whisper...

Excuse bias

done unknowingly
watch out

when its not

for prejudice then
can root in fear.
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Pond Reeds Eyes protruding

above water's surface

Brother John looked up
spotting Yellow Warbler.

Citizen Sturgeon Citizen Warbler...where were you when this incident
occurred?

Citizen I was at home.

Yellow Warbler

Citizen Sturgeon And where do you nest?

Citizen Here...in Tree at Solitary Point.

Yellow Warbler

Citizen Sturgeon Where in Tree is your nest?

Citizen Near the top.

Yellow Warbler

Citizen Sturgeon A considerable distance away...wouldn't you say?

Citizen Yes...away a bit.

Yellow Warbler

Citizen Sturgeon Could you be just a little less vague? What would you say it
would be...thirty-five...forty...forty-five meters from where
Wrigley was?

Citizen I would say at least forty-five meters.

Yellow Warbler

Citizen Stu 20n - If it pleases the Council...may we establish the distance at

forty-five meters?
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Governor Bullfrog

Citizen Owl

Citizen Sturgeon

Citizen
Yellow Warbler

Citizen Sturgeon

Citizen
Yellow Warbler

Pond Reeds

Citizen Sturgeon

Citizen
Night Heron

Citizen Sturgeon

Citizen
Night Heron

Citizen Sturgeon

Citizen Owl?

I have calculated the distance to be approximately forty-
seven meters.

Well then...I hardly think from that distance up in your
nest...at that point of reference...you could have possibly
seen what Wrigley was doing.

I'have cellent vision. I saw sp shing and

Wrigley's paw go into the water...several times.
Granted...but could you actually tell what he was doing?
No...I suppose not.

Yellow Warbler

garbled testimony

so Brother John

shifted gaze

Heron's way.
./ TyouC'" en..where were you?

I was down on the shc  ..several meters

away.
What were you doing?

Seeking refreshment...] was rather edgy that day.

Why were youfe = g so?
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Citizen
Night Heron

Citizen Sturgeon

Citizen
Night Heron

Citizen Sturgeon

Citizen
Night Heron

Citizen Sturgeon

Governor Bullfrog

Marshal Otter

Citizen Sturgeon

Citizen
Night Heron

Citizen Sturgeon

Citizen
Night Heron

Citizen Sturgeon

I was up all night. It's sometimes difficult to fall
asleep afterwards.

Are you nocturnal? Is that why you're called N* "it Heron?

Yes...I'm active at night and rest during the day.

You must be tired now.

No...I napped earlier.

May I inquire to the Council as to the time this incident
occurred?

Marshal Otter?

The report only says late in the morning
Governor.

I see. Can we assume then that you were extremely tired?

ITw

So much so...that you were edgy?

Yes...I think I said that.

Would you say that you made a reliable observation being
edgy and perhaps easily alarmed. Don't you ** k this
affected your perspective...making you think the worst?
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Citizen I never really thought about it.

Night Heron
Ponds Reeds Realization
dawned upon
N’ 1t Heron's
empty stare.
Treading away
along waters edge
Brother John
turned to Watershrew.
Citizen Sturgeon Where were you when the splashing occurred?
Citizen Watershrew Very close by.
Citizen Sturgeon What were you doing?
Citizen Watershrew I'd rather not say.
Governor Bullfrog We need to resolve this matter Citizen...your cooperation is
mc  important.
Pond Reeds Citizen Watershrew
sipped some water
quivered then admitted
twitching pointed nose.
Citizen Watershrew I was asleep.
Citizen Sturgeon What?
Citizen Watershrew But the co~ " >tion woke me up. I heard the splashing and

- the others told me that Wrigley had swiped Rainbow's
scales. So that's what I thought happened.
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Citizen Sturgeon I :.thank you for your candor Citizen. You may wish to

reconsider your sources of = “ rmation. Well there you are

Governor Bullfrog

Citizen Sturgeon

Pond Reeds

Citizen Sturgeon

Citizen
Rainbow Trout

Citizen Sturgeon

Citizen

Rainbow Trout

Citizen Sturgeon

Citizen Solitary

Sandpiper

Citizen
Wrigley Cub

Governor Bullfrog

Governor...your witnesses...how many of them made

reliable observations?
Yes...but what about the missit  scales?
Yes the missing scales...

Brother John paused

reflecting several moments
then slowly asked...

1 A

Citizen Rainbow Trout... can you think of any ™~ 2

>

happened before you saw Wrigley that morning which
might explain how you lost your scales?

No...I can't.

Any“-*- at all?

Not that I can remember.

I . Well Wrigley...if youv " * to pursue this...it would
help if you told us how you acquired Rainbow's scales.
Yes...how did you?

I wanted to say earlier but [ wasn't really given

the chance...I was interrupted.

Perhaps not...but now is certainly your opportunity.
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Citizen

Rainbow Trout

Citizen Sturgeon

Citizen

Rainbow Trout

Citizen Turtle

Citizen Owl

Citizen Sturs m

Citizen Turtle

Citizen Owl

Governor Bullfrog

Marshal Otter

Citizen Solitary
Sandpiper

Governor Bullfrog

Pond Reeds

I must have come as a surprise...or even a threat...
because the clamshell snapped shut as soon as I
sv  1by...vanishing in a cloud of sand.

Do you think you may have lost your scales during this
encounter?

It's certainly possible.

Yes...I think it would be.
Indeed...it is another possible cause.

It also provides another reasonable exg ion how
Wrigley « ¢ upon the scales.

A most reasonable one at that.
And quite probable.
In light of this new information...establishing a reasonable
doubt of wrong-doing...I am hereby dismissing this case.
Pl e make a note of it Marshal Otter.
So noted Governor.
Sounds like we're singing in the right key now!
Now I would like to believe that those responsible for
accusing Wrigley will apologize and make amends to I*~-
Johnny Darter
speaking again

for all attendants...
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Governor Bullfrog

'n Turtle

Citizen
Rainbow Trout

Governor Bullfrog

Citizen

Wrigley Cub

Citizen Owl

Citizen Turtle

Governor Bullfrog

Citizen Turtle

Citizen

Rainbow Trout

Citizen
Wrigley Cub

Governor Bullfrog

Why yes...and once we're certain we haven't overlooked
it...we need to make sure the obvious is indeed as it
appears.

And in Wrigley's case we didn't do that.

No we didn't...although I urged otherwise.

And unfortunz y...that was our duty to Wrigley that we
neglected. We're truly sorry.

That’s alright...I feel much better now that I
w " rstandv happened.

I'd **'-> to think that I'm far more open minded than I've
shown...more objective...but it was just as the Governor

said...so ser—*gly obvious.

And our intention was to devote the time in the remaining
hours to matters that would most benefit everyone.

As it turned out...this has proven to be a valuable I 1ing

experience for us all.
Yes...well worth the time.

As I was saying before all this came to light...our
perspectives can certainly fool us.

But there's still one thing I still don't quite
understand.

What's that Citizen?
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Governor Bullfrog

Pond Reeds

Citizen Turtle

Pond Reeds

Governor Bullfrog

Citizen
Rainbow Trout

For ° tance...I remember the time when Farmer Rabbit

broke aprc = to help the lives of others.

Dr. Cabbagepatch Worm
had tended to

Farmer Rabbit’s son
having fallen ill.
Cabbage bounty

for services rendered
promised Farmer Rabbit
but harvest fell short
and to prevent

Beetles from starving

a promise was brol

that winter.

And what if Brother John had told the Squirrel Sold

s the

truth when they came looking for Muskrat...he wouldn't

have saved her life.

Squirrel Soldiers
lived in hills

came to Pond

led by tyrants
intending to take
Muskrat away
unusual punishment
just for trespassing
into their trees.

The discretion to recc : these instances . exceptions of

caring to what is fair...with sound reasons of course...is the

just perspective... balancing fairness with caring.

Occasionally quite the dilemma.
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Cii m

Wrigley Cub

Governor Bullfrog

Pond Reeds

Tree at Solitary Pt.

Citizen

Rainbow Trout

Citizen Turtle

Citizen Owl

Governor Bullfrog

Pond Reeds

I think I’m beginning to understand. But how
do you know when your reasons can justify an exception?

Most certainly in situations when rules of fairness fail to
protect life or lil  ty.

Branches sway
Tree's enlightened whisper...

A lifetime

it takes

a just perspective
to become
sooner the better
to b~

We should really talk more about dilemmas.

I'm sure many of us can 1 stories about diler s they've
experienced.

Sounds like a good idea...perhaps by sharing them...it might
help when we find ourselves in similar situations.

Yes perhaps. But we must always remember that what we
say we would do if confronted withadi nma...is not

nearly as important as what we do when we actually have
one. Talking isone ~~ ..doing is quite another. That is
the true merit of our being...our character...our pursuit to

balance fairness with caring...to become just individuals.

Sharing stories
Citizens learned
from one another
about sound reasons
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Governor Bullfrog

Citizen Owl

Governor Bullfrog

Pondi s

Tree at Solitary Pt.

balancing perspectives
preparing themselves
if fairness and caring
conflictt«  her
resolving dilemmas
‘ti] settling sun

tinted clouds

violet and peach.

It's getting late so I should start bringing this meeting to a
close. I do think we've accomplished ¢ ‘eat deal today.
We've acquired insight into our " * king and also our
relationships with each other...and our Pond...our
Citizenship if you will.

Not only that...we've learned despite the improvement of
our thinking that mistakes can still happen.

I'm sure this Council has | :d just that...and the
importance of correcting them.

Brancl sway
T s final whisper...

Citizens remember please
all that I’ve said

for better judgments

and sound beliefs.

Conce = ;relationships
among yourselves

think of consequences
of rules of fairness

and how you care

about what you do

is just becoming

worthy of Pond.
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Citizen Owl

Citizen

Rainbow Trout

Citizen Owl

Pond Reeds

Citizen

Rainbow Trout

Citizen Turtle

Citizen Owl

Governor Bullfr

Citizen Owl

Citizen
Rainbow Trout

Citizen Turtle

Governor Bullfrog

Before we ™ ‘sh altogether...Iv tto say that I've been
wondering about this mysterious clamshell. Why would
this creature reveal Rainbow's sca . to Wrigley? Was this
done randomly...or was it an intentional act?

One would think that the scales would have been
returned to me if it was intentional.

But what if this clamshell somehow knew that Wrigley had
been wronged.

Or would be wronged.
Maybe it was his way of letting the rest of us
know.
Perhaps...had the scales been given to Rainbow...or anyone
else for that matter...we may never have found out wi
Wrigley went through.

It’s a possibility this was more than just a coincidence.

Intr" iing...but the only way to confirm such a theory
would be to find and ask ** " i creature directly.

I venture to say that we should be looking for this clamshell
as well as Ghostcrab.

I certainly will be.

As shall 1.

Be careful when you go and let us know if you find

anything.
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Citizen Turtle

Governor Bullfrog

Pond Reeds

Citizen
Largemouth Bass

Pond Reeds

Of course...we  ways do.

Well then...I would like to wish everyone the very
best...and I hope to see everyone again the next time
Solitary Leaf arrives...there is after all much more to think
about...much more to learn.

The meeting over
Citizens began leaving
homeward bound

as unexplained currents
pulled away

Solitary Leaf
C..,Ir-onit

into the distance

quite attached

a new found friend
Monarch Butterily.

As for Wr’ ey

he stood by

to thank Piper and Sturgeon
for ™ they had done
while one by one
Dartersand  ~ rs
Yellow Warbler
Heron and Shrew

st ed to offer
sincere re

most surprising

was Largemouth Bass.

Well...well...I'm sorry.

Having said that
Largemouth Bass
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Citizen

Rainbow Trout

Citizen
Wrigley Cub

Citizen

Rainbow Trout

Citizen
Wrigley Cub

Citizen

Rainbow Trout

Citizen
Wrigley Cub

Citizen

Rainbow Trout

Citizen
Wrigley Cub

Citizen
Rainbow Trout

Citizen
Wrigley Cub

Citizen .
Rainbow Trout

dove away
leaving Wrigley
alone with Rainbow.
I didn't think he'd ever apologize.
But did you hear him? He didn't sound very

sincere.

It wi  difficult for him...that's probably why. But
he did apologize and that's progress.

I suppose so.

I should apologize to you as well.

For what?

I should have been a better thinker and not so

absorbed in my own world.

It wasn't your fault...listen...I was wondering
...would you like your scales back?

Why don't you keep them to remember me?

I don't need them...I shall never forget you...and
besides they’ll return your original luster.

If you insist.
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Citizen
Wrigley Cub

Citizen
Rainbow Trout

Pond Reeds

I do...and I hope you realize that all I ever wan
a chance to talk to you?

Now you can...we can talk  long as you wish.

Her scales refitted
justly balanced
restoring clearly

a welcomed focus
confetti colors
trailing spray

arcs in air

jumping back-flips
leaps and tangents
contented Rainbow
felt anew

talking with Wrigley
intothen™ "t
thinking about

the secrets of Pond
Tree's now fabled whispers
blending within
medley of Crickets
hiding in harmony
was there the sound
of Clickety-tick?
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