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ZED, William Maxwell.

Torn at Bath in 1871.



THE AUTHOR

W. Maxwell Reed was born in Bath, Maine. He
attended Brown and Nichols School at Cambridge,
Massachusetts, then went on to Harvard. After leav-
ing college he was employed in the Astronomical
Observatory at Harvard as a research assistant, later
teaching astronomy in the college and summer
school. He also taught astronomy at Princeton, acting
as assistant to Professor C. A. Young, the director.
During this period he had the unusual experience of
serving as navigator on an expedition to Hudson’s
Straits.

Turning then to the field of business, he estab-
lished the cost system for John A. Roebling’s Sons
Company at Trenton, N. J., where he had charge of
the cost and time department for several years. For
some time he held a position with the American
Telephone and Telegraph Company in New York
City, and then retired to devote his time to writing
and travel. Numerous articles by Mr. Reed have
appeared in magazines—Scribner’s, Better Homes and
Gardens, The Astronomical Journal, etc. His home
is in Montclair, New Jersey.
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December 15, 1947

Mr. Y. Llaxwell Reed

c/o Hercourt, Brace and Company
oBY Madison Avenue

New York, New York

Dear Mr. Reed:

¥ith a surprised uelight, we learned that you
are a son of llaine, and we realized instantly how
very much uvne waine Author Collection would be
enriched, by being able to claim you and your books
which have uone so much to make science fascinating
for young minds. p

The Maine Author Collection numbers several
hundred voluwaes, wust of which are iusciived presen-
tation copies, written by KMeine persous. These
books a«re for exhibit purposes only, and in connection
with the project, we assemble all avsilable Liographical
material, criticisms, reviews. pictures, =na such data.
The ~vorth ana interest of such an array of Maine liter-
ature is readily apparent, and our authors heve been
very generous. ‘

Ve hope that you w»ill want to inscribe a3} least
one of your splendid vocks, ANIMALS CN TIE MARCH, AND
THAT'S YHY, THZ T4RTH FOR 3aM, THE STARS FOR SAM, or
THE SEA FOR SAM, for this purpose. Ye would be
grateful for this gift, and we will hope that at some
time we can acquire the set, for we will not consider
the Maine Author Collection complete until all your
books are represented.

7e extend to you pur test wishes Ior & successiul
continuation of your writing, and also our holiday
greetings.
Very truly yours

MAINE STATE LIBRARY
BY

hm SWCRETARY
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January U, 1968

Mr. 7. Maxwell Reed
41 Union 3treet
Montelair, New Jersey
Dear mr. Reed:

Thank you very, very much for the copy of
ANIKALS UN THE MARCH, which has reaehed’us, and
will be zdued at once with delight to the Maine
Author Collection.  You are very kind to send
us the stert of your books, and when we zcquire
the others, as we certainly must dao one day, we
hope if we send them to you, you will be kina
enough to inscribe those also.

The information about your family is very
interesting, and we will include it in our

tiographiezl file.
Tery truly yours

MAINE STATE LibrARY
BY

} NTmATTm
hm )I0ROTLRY



February 28, 1938

Mr., W, Maxwell Reed
41 Union Street
Montclair, New Jersey

Dear Mr. Reéd:

Under separate cover, we are sending to you
THE EARTH FOR SAM, THE SEA FOR SAM, THE STARS F(R
SAM, AND THAT'S WHY, and we hopd you will be so
kind as to inscribe them for the Maine Author
Collect4on, ' :

We enclose a return label and sufficient
postage to cover mailing charges.

Your cooperation and kindness in adding this
distinctive touch to the books will be greatly
appreciated. We are delighted to be able to
have all your books in the collection, &nd we hope
that as "time marches on", we will be privileged to
add others, ' '

Very truly yours

MAINE STATE LIBRARY
BY

hm SECRETARY
Encl--=label
35¢
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March 7, 1938

Mr., W, Maxwell Reed
41 Union Street
Montclair, New Jersey

Dear Mr, Reed:

Thank you for inscribing the books, AND THAT'S WHY,
THE EARTH FOR SAM, THE STARS FOR SAM, and THE SEA FOR SAN,
for the Malne Author collection. Your interest and
generous contribution of your time ie deeply appreciated.

Your letter presents many interesting facts about
your family history -- you have a rich heritage, and we
are very glad to have this material in our files,

You have our best wishes for centinued success, and
we hope that if you are in Augusta, you will call at the
State Library and see the Maine Author Collection.
Very truly yours
MAIRE STATE LIBRARY
BY

hm SECRETARY



March 19, 1943

Mr. William Maxwell Reed
41 Union Street
Montclair, New Jersey

Dear Mr, Reed:

The lack of AMERICA'S TREASURE and THE SKY
IS BLUE from the Maine Author Collection occasions
us disappointment and surprise.

You may recall that you generously inscribed
and presented coples of your books to this exhibit.
We do, of course, purchase them from a regular book=-
seller for inclusion in our traveling libraries; but
at present we are writing to express the hope that
you may want to continue your kindness by placing in-
scribed doples of these two books with your other work
in the collection.

Our best wishes go to you for a happy continuation
of the excellent service you are doing young readers.
Very truly yours,

MAINE STATE LIBRARY
BY

hmj SECRETARY



May 3, 1944

Mr. William Maxwell Reed
41 Union Street
Montclair, New Jersey

Dear Mr. Reed:

When we wrote to you last spring, it was
to express profound regret at the omission of
AMERICA'S TREASURE and THE SKY IS BLUE from the
Maine Author Collection, to which you had
previously presented inscribed coples of your
books.

~ Our happy boast-1s that here are all the
works of &1l Maine authors -- but 1t is not
true when we lack even one  book by & Maine man.
We can only hope that you do want your books
represented here in full, and that the pressure
of other duties has deterred you from inscribing
and sending them.

We should be appreciative of the honor
-of having these books in the collection, as well

as of your generous interest in helping us to
build such & valuable display.

Sincerely yours,

hm]j Secretary



. August 23, 1946

Mr, William Maxwell Reed
41 Unlon Street
Montelair, New Jersey

Dear Mr, Reed:

Delighted though we usually are to be
reminded of any Maine author, it was with a
distinct sense of regret that such a reminder
happened the other day. Two mem ¥isiting the
library expressed a desire to see the Maine
Author Collection. This 1s not at all unusual,
for we heve viglitors and students frequently
for this puppose.. One of the men, however,
'seized at once upen your books; and again we
realized that AMERICA'S TREASURE and THE SKY
IS BLUE are not in this exhibit.

This 13 tru;y a most regrettablo state,
which we earnestly hope may be remedied. We
write to you about the matter because you so
graciously inscribed and presented your earlier
books. It would give us great pleasure to in-
~clude these two volumes which are now missing
‘from the collection.

Sincerely yours,

hmj In Charge of
Maine Author Collection
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4116 Pomona Ave.; Coconut Grove,
Miami 33, Florida, Nov. 12, '46.
Maine Author Collection,
Maine State Library,
Augusta,‘
Maine,
My dear madem:

L regret at this lohg delsy 1In handling your reguest for two
of my books. L have Just asked Miss Mérgaret McElderry, who 1s
editor of the juvenile department of Harcourt, Brace & Co., to
send them to you.

Some duy 1f I ever get to Augusta, I should like‘to see your
collection.

Sincerely,

h?-/}Vk16IU£1UZ_ Ozzo:;““_

W.Maxwell Reed.



November 15, 1948

Mr. W. Maxwell Reed
4116 Pomona Avenue
Coconut Grove

Miami 33, Florida

Dear Mr, Reed:

Thank you for your very kind letter about the
two books which the Maine Author Collection lacks.
We shall watch eagerly for them, and let you know
promptly when they arrive.

Sincerely yours,

hmj In Charge of

Midine Author Collection



November 21, 1946

Mr. W. Maxwell Reed
4116 Pomona Avenue
Coconmut Grove
Miami 33, Florida
Dear Mr, Reed:

The inscribed coples of your two books, AMERICA'S
TREASURE and THE SKY IS BLUE, have arrived; and it is
with great pleasure and pride that we acknowledge their
receipt. |

We are most appreciative of your interest, and of
your genefosity in making it possible for the Maine
-Author Collection to ineclude all your books.

Please accept our thanks, and the assurence of

a very cordlal welcome when you can make the promised

call. We trust you are enjoying a pleasant winter,

Sincerely yours,

hmj In Charge of
Maine Author Collection



September 28, 1951

Mr. William Maxwell Reed
4116 Pomona Avenue
Coconut Grove

Miami 33, Florida

Dear Mr. Reed:

It seems a long time since we have had the pleasure
of anticipating one of your new books. PATTERNS IN THE
SKY has been added to our order 1list, and we have made a
note of it to mention the publication in the November
issue of the Bulletin of the Maine Library Assoclationm,
so that all Maine libraries will know about it.

Although advance notice indicates that it 1is a book
written for young people, it will undoubtedly be useful
for older beginners, too; and we welcome such material
always.

You may remember that the Maine Author Collection,
the exhibit of inscribed works of Maine people, includes
proudly your earlier volumes., We hope that your
generous interest will make it possible for us to add
PATTERNS IN THE SKY.

Congratulstions on your continued contribution of
valuable and popular books to the fileld of scilence for
young readers.,

Sincerely yours

In Charge of
hm j Maine Author Collection
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