Maine State Library
Maine State Documents

Maine Writers Correspondence Maine State Library Special Collections

October 2015

Ida Sedgwick Proper Correspondence
Ida Sedgwick Proper

Mr. Taylor
New York Public Library

Marion Cobb Fuller
Maine State Library

Hilda McLeod Jacob
Maine State Library

Follow this and additional works at: http://digitalmaine.com/maine writers correspondence

Recommended Citation

Proper, Ida Sedgwick; Taylor, Mr.; Fuller, Marion Cobb; and Jacob, Hilda McLeod, "Ida Sedgwick Proper Correspondence” (2015).
Maine Writers Correspondence. 423.
http://digitalmaine.com/maine_writers_correspondence/423

This Text is brought to you for free and open access by the Maine State Library Special Collections at Maine State Documents. It has been accepted for
inclusion in Maine Writers Correspondence by an authorized administrator of Maine State Documents. For more information, please contact

statedocs@maine.gov.


http://digitalmaine.com?utm_source=digitalmaine.com%2Fmaine_writers_correspondence%2F423&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://digitalmaine.com/maine_writers_correspondence?utm_source=digitalmaine.com%2Fmaine_writers_correspondence%2F423&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://digitalmaine.com/msl_special_collections?utm_source=digitalmaine.com%2Fmaine_writers_correspondence%2F423&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://digitalmaine.com/maine_writers_correspondence?utm_source=digitalmaine.com%2Fmaine_writers_correspondence%2F423&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://digitalmaine.com/maine_writers_correspondence/423?utm_source=digitalmaine.com%2Fmaine_writers_correspondence%2F423&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:statedocs@maine.gov

PROPER, Ida S




fo

fs
L
i

i
1 191,










MONHEGAN ART SCHOOL
MONHEGAN
MAINE

o e






2

g
MONHEGAN ART SCHOOL
MONHEGAN
MAINE
(\4«7 ati AL wnin S







3

MONHEGAN ART SCHOOL

MONHEGAN > M” )
thaars

MAINE

¢






MONHEGAN ART SCHOOL
MONHEGAN
MAINE

“the past oG Y Dok peren

ey












* Monhegan, the Cradle of New England," b{ Ida gedgwiek Préper
printed ~y Fred Anthcemsen at the Southworth Press, Portland,

Mo, $a,00

Beesuse Nonhegan'e history had always appeared vague and nnaatigfactbry,
and its many historieans had always made the statement that ite history began
in miets and legends, the author made an extensive search through the old
legendes, shronicles, rccorde and maps for a deep=sea island ir the vieinity
of the uncertain outlinee of the @Qulf of Maine. Monhegan was easily
located at sea midway between the two remarkable rivers, the Kennebes and
the Penobsaot,

The results of this researeh were surprising, The findings are rrinted
in thie volume, but treated in an unusual wuy.fk The author states that
every known gontroversy in early Amcrican history, seemingly, was
engountered and for this reason adopted the plan of quoting the exast words
of the ansient authors, ‘If anyone is discontented with the econslusions
»yxrived at they will be obliged to take yp the issue, not with the author
of "Monhegan, the Cradle of New England,” but with the 0ld chronielers,
relators and ocartographers, =

The old inseription on Manana, Monhegan's little eompanion isle, too, if
inecription it is, has not greatly ehanged sinee 1855, or scventy-five years
ago. This supposed inseription caused eonsiderable stir in historiecal
cifeles at that time and wany thought it of Norse origin. It has never been
satisfactorily examined nor explained. Several authorities, so=-called, were
misle! by a set of eracks on a ledge behind the great boulder on whigh the
ehisel marks appe=r. These erscks were in the same general direction on the
ledge as the imseription waes described ae oOcourring, and were mistaken for the
real shisel marks. ‘

The author of this boock had a similar experience, but was latar shown
the set of marks supposed to have been made with a chiael of some sort., A
drawing made from a plagter cast taken in 1855, published by Sehooleraft,
is shown as a frontispiece. It can, therefore, be readily sompared with

the original, whieh has ehanged very little, szys thie author,



Starting with legends of possible voyagers who might have M;Ae the"
inseription, the suthor continues the thread down through the available
‘dats‘t@fﬁh:/zlisnbothan adventurers searshing for the Northwest Passage

to tHC/Sptét Islands of Cathay. The author assumes that these voyagers

had the data of the Zeni brothers, the Cabot reeords and the statements of
the "yeerly fishers? to the new found land, From Dee's Disry are gleaned
glimpeses of thie faet and ad#w the close companionship of these h
adventurous men and the strict sesresy maintained about all their diseovories
and movementsis also shown,

Monhegan was« the outpost for the wonderful,'ﬁerhapl rahulsﬁ:,region
known to voyagers and eartographers,for.cone-hundred and fifty years, as
Norumbega. As this eountry ie always found on ancient maps near the
Penobseot or'}entOgOet"River, no sailing ves~el going to that mueh oought.
land eould have failed to observe Monhegan as she Wae sush a remarkable
landmark, It is not atrange that an island in 43! N,L, is 80 often
mentioned in the 0ld relationsa,

She bore many names, Waymouth named her St, GCeorge's Isle, while

Champlain during the same month of 1605, ealled her Lanef, or ship isle.
To the Ile St., George same the Popham Colony in 1807, }t was their
rendeszvous, Under the oross standing on the island was held the first Pro$-
estant religious service of thankegiving resorded as having taken place in the
new"world. The author of"Monhegan, the pradle of New England,” basks up
this statement by the Diary of Je.Davis, master of the Mary and Jobn, and by’
the portion of the Simaneas map of 1610 whieh shows Monhegan as the Isle
8t. George. This map wae found tueked away in the Spanish arshives by
Alexander prown when he was searehing for material for the history of the
' Firet Colony of Virginia, "The Genesis of the United States.” Monhegan,
'as the toe-hold of the Seeond Colony of Virginia is here estahlished afser
a0 mueh eonfusion due to the sicrooy of thoese times. |

One wonders why Monhegan was shosen by Sir Ferdinando Gov;ol'us'tho”

'fiehing haven for the ships of the Seeond Colony of Virginia until one



reads of the thiee years of instruefion in the éﬁozraphy and currénti?iaib;;‘
~0f the ua#nown eontinent, reseived by him from the Indiane eaptured by Yaymoulbh
=~ but sheltered and‘taught Fnglish by Gorges in his home. These Indians were
~embers of the tribes over whieh htle great Bashaba of Ingram's tale ruled.
The Bashaba of the Fnglish reeords, or the Bessabez of the Freneh voyagers,
extended hie authority from the west bank of the penobseot westerly and
aoutherly to thg%onnebac. The deadly enemies of the tribee of tre Bashaba
were located on the eaatern bank of the Penobaseot and ae Mount nesert =~as the
seat of some of these hostile tribes, the Matinieus Isles, while harving a
good harbor, were atill $00 near the enemy for eomfort.

Monhegan was ideally loeated and formed for the purnosee of diseovery,
or“seaxehing", as Sir Ferdinando Gorgee sailed it, Under eover of his
Tishing vessels hé sent explorere to examine the land, Thees fiehing vessels
were left tv follow their business at lonhegan. The harbor of thie ~rest

,":laadmaxk is in deep water, free from dangerous roeks. Fvcn to=day there
are no marking bueys around this harbor, nor have they ever been needed or
suggested., Thue the tide served at all hours for sailing vescela, Sandy
veashes for landing fish-laden boats, fresh spring water, wood, besries,
arable land fér gardems and room for $isk racks on whieh to dry the fish,

a proeess known only to the Fnglish at that period. The island, amall in
size and protested on three sides by high heads and dangerous rosks, eould
be defended from the high land above the harbor. But most imrortant af all
the island belonged to, or was contro.led by, the friendly Rashaba,
Naturally these were advantegee that Gorges and hias associates arpreciated,
1t wasruanhcgan'a harbor also that sheltered the fimhing #Rhips of Capt.
John Smith in 1614, while he roamed the ecast in & small boat buying furs and
obtaining information for his famous map and his " Description of New
_ﬂiEngland! On this little ieland he made his gerden "that grew e¢ well that it

served them for sallets." Dermer, too, had his rendezvous at"Monaniggon,"



Although the loeation of this fishing island was guarded and held aeeret,
yot enough resords.have eome t0 light, aseording to the author of this

volume, to establish the faet that Monhegan was the prineipal seat of English
‘eperatibnn from the beginning of their astivities until the Pilgrims landed.

That Samoset learnegﬁia English from the fishermen who came to Monhegan,
and 80 was able to weleome the Pilgrime in their own tongue, is told in
“USvernor pradford's own words. That the hungry Pilgrims and other starving
settlers sent to Monhegan for food is known to ev-~ry serious student of
American history.

Elghteen of Monhegan's pioneers werec signers of the petitiom, semt in 1673,
to the Massashusetts Bay Coleny, pleading with that lusty young govermmems
to @¢ome and establish their rule over these older settlements, Monhegan was
the foremost settlement at that time in the territory afterwards known as
Maine.

During the Freneh and Indian Wars, Monhegan wae the last resort of the
harried settlers on the mainland fleeing the fury of the Indians, and the
tale is told in the words of the o0ld historian, Hubbard.

This history is not a loeal hietory as might be inferred, but eovers the
early periods of diseovery =22 well as the most imteresting one when the ¥Eng
English and Freneh were wrangling for possession of the mew world,

Many illustrations of sunusual portraits of rersonages, maps, signatures
and seals enliven the volume, while an index renders its available for

ready referenee.
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October 30, 1951

Miss Ide S. Proper
Monhegan
Maine

Dear Miss Proper:

It 1s with great interest that we learn ot the
forthcoming book, ROYAL BASTARD. It will be noted
in the Bulletin of the Maine Library Assocletion, so
that all Maine libraries may know of 1it; and we shall
hope to see a copy soon after publication.

You will no doubt recall correspondence some
years past about the Maine Author Collection. This
exhibit of books by Maine people, or about Meine, hss
increased steadily, and it is a really impressive
collection ot hooks. We heve visitors and students
constantly asking to browse, or to study the books of
some particulsr author. One dey this summer we hed
two students working on theses: one was studylng the
books of Hugh Pendexter, and the other was poring over
Madam Wood's early novels!

We hope that you will want to inscribe a copy
of ROYAL BASTARD for this collection. It would be
a most welcome addition. May we wish it a warm
and enduring success. '

Sincerely yours

: In Charge of
hm) Meine Author Collection



Ida Sedgwick Proper ‘
Monhegan, Maine  April 28,1953

Librarian State Library,
Augusta; Maine:

My dear-Sir:

Would it be possible for you to send me a list
of the Public Libraries of Maine? I am having a
reprint of my history of Monhegan-Monhegan the Cradle
of New England and would Xk like to send them a
notice o , and the price etc.

Thanking you for this curtsy, I remain

Cordially yours,

oo S,tfi’,w

Ida 3. Proper.

Wa s connd u%A,émnuh& Tere,



April 29, 1953

Miss Ida S. Proper
Monhegan
Maine

Dear Miss Proper:

Enclosed are lists of libraries in Msine. We
also would like to know the price of the reprinted
Monhegan history, and the available date,

Wes ROYAL BASTARD ever published? We should
be sorry to think that we missed it, but we have
not noticed its publication date, or ads indicating
thet it was availsble. We want to include it in
the Maine in Print 1list in the Bulletin of the Mailne
Library Assoclation, and we also hope that the Maine
Author Collection may be enriched by the inclusion
of an inscribed copy.

Sincerely yours

In Charge of
hmj Maine Author Collection
Encls,
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L Ida Sedgwick Proper
Monhegan, Maine

May 22, 1953. ~

Mrs. F.W., Jacob,
Maine State Library,
mAugusta, Maine.

My dear Mrs. Jacob:

TBank you so much for the list of Malne Libraries. I have sent
each of them an announcement card of the reprint of Monhegan, as
well as to some of the larger Libreries of the country. Let's hope
they buy.

About the Royal Bastard!. That was the original title I had
selected for my extensive study of the Shakespearian School of
Elizabethan fame. Some of my friends objected to the word Bastard
so I changed the title to "Our Elusive #hlly: A Slice of €oncealed
Elizabethan History." I have with much delay at last prodded the
printer to say it will be out soon. Let's hope sol These printers!},

The book is about 622 pages long and is full of thrills., It gives
the name of William, his real name I mean, a sort of story of his
birth and childhood His father was bdward Seymour, Earl of Hertford,
who married Catherine uray, the Protestant's candidate for the throne
should Elizabeth die without an heir. Elizabeth had keep the two f
of them in the Tower for nearly ten years and although William was N
not born there, he was comceived there.

It is a long story with the love lives of both Spenser and
Shakespeare, their deaths and the many aliases they used. Most of
the text is quotes from the English State Papers and books of that
era, ’

I will send you a notice when it 1s ready.

TRanks a lot for your interest.

Cordially yours,

Ida S.Proper/

SR S - r. o N



April 9, 1954

Miss Ida Sedgwick Proper
Monhegan
Maine

Dear Miss Proper:
Is 1t true? We saw the Camden Hersld yesterday,
end it referred to a "six-hundred pasge volume." If
the book is really published, we shall get busy with
an order; and the Maine Author Collection will begin
to hope for its inscribed copy. If it isn't published,

we shall regilster regret agein, and continue to awalit

the very elusive Willy!

Sincerely yours

In Cherge of
hem Maine Author Collection



After twenty years of research . . .
The exhaustively documented story of

THE MAN WITH NINE LIVES

Born Seymour, a Royal Bastard, he lived as
preacher Smith, as musicians Dowland, Morley
and Ferrabosco, as poets Southerne and Con-
stable, as dramatists Campton, Marlowe and

William Shakesprare

Small wonder that the outhor-researcher, Ida
Sedgwick Proper has titled her great work

OUR ELUSIVE WILLY

A Slice of Concealed Elizabethan History

A wanted reference volume for students of the
Elizabethan era; a must for private and public
libraries.

ORDER FORM

Ida Sedgwick Proper
Monhegan, Maine

U.S.A.

Please send me ............ copies of “OUR ELUSIVE
WILLY” @ $10.00 a copy. I enclose $.......ccceereuueene
or bill me ( ). Library Discount 10%.

L e e L o i
et A dATES S o o R G s b



Our Elusive Willy

A Slice of Concealed Elizabethan
History
by
IDA SEDGWICK PROPER

‘This is a controversial book, but
it is also a new approach—both bio-
graphical and historical—to the whole
concept of the Elizabethan Period.

Edmund Spenser was not the
humble poet critics have described
him as being, but actually he was the
great organizer of the Elizabethan
school of literature which remains
unparalleled for form and beauty.

The thesis of this book is that the
name “Spenser” was a pseudonym
for Edward Seymour, Earl of Hert-
ford, an enormously wealthy noble,
whom Elizabeth I imprisoned for ten
years because he secretly married
Catherine Grey. Of this union was
born three sons known to us as Rob-
ert Greene, Thomas Nash and bas-
tardized William Shakespeare. The
relationship of these writers to the
Earl of Southampton is fully estab-
lished.

In the pages of this engrossing book
the reader will find detailed fascin-
ating new theories about Shakes-
peare’s birth his innumerable liter-
ary and musical pen names, his son-
nets begging a young man to marry,
and his scarcely known spy activities
discovered in the Calendar of State
Papers.

The deep love of Arbell Stuart for
Shakespeare is revealed in Arbell’s
letters to her notorious grandmother,
Bess of Hardwick. When Arbell died
in the Tower in 1615, supposedly
poisoned by command of King James
I, Shakespeare lived for only a few
months longer overcome with grief.

To paraphrase Hertford’s advice to
the reader of the First Folio, “Read”
this, “therefore, again and again!”

cAbout The Author

lda Sedgwick Proper, author of
OUR ELUSIVE WILLY, as a little
girl of ten began preparation for her
career as an artist and writer. These
two arts have been the main pur-
suits of her diversified and productive
life. ‘

In the early days she worked in
libraries for her livelihood while at-
tending art school at night. This
combination—libraries and art school
—was occasionally varied with news-
paper jobs. Soon, however, Miss Prop-
er received a scholarship in painting
which meant she could travel abroad
and spend a winter in Munich. After-
wards there was a long stay in Paris,
made possible by a generous father,
and Miss Proper exhibited her work
in all of the art salons.

After her return to America her
flourishing career was cut short by
the advent of World War 1. Suffrage
and war work took her to Washing-
ton. The Ordnance Department soon
sent her to France, and there Miss
Proper worked on the History of the
Ordnance, A. E. F.

A chance vacation while working
as News Editor of a technical week-
ly took her to Monhegan, Maine.
This storm-beaten island so charmed
her that a house was speedily acquired
and made her permanent home.
Curiosity and a love for history led
Miss Proper to study Monhegan’s
past, and her first book was the re-
sult—Monhegan, The Cradle of New
England. Further research produced
the fascinating clues which have re-
sulted in this book, which Miss Prop-
er calls “her most audacious volume.”

Price $10.00
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April 21, 1954

Miss Ida Sedgwick Proper
Monhegan
Malne

Dear Miss Proper:

- It is*wonderful“news, ana we reed the advertising

with greatoet 1n$erest ana eanticipation. -

Here 1s our order for a copy for the lending
section of the library. Hay we hope for en inscribed

gift copy, too, to be placed in the Malne Author

‘vcollection? :

Good luck to 1t, and may the book start lots

of’arguments'
Sincerely yours

In Charge ot

“"ha} Maine Author Collection

Encl,



May 11, 1954

Miss Ida Sedgwilck Proper
Monhegan
Maine

Dear Mlss Proper: Does o e b e

‘OUR BLUSIVE WILLY -has'been. recelvead, and we
are cetaloging a copy for lending immedistely.
It should ‘start a lot or-conversation, which 1is,
no doubt exactly what you want 1t to do.

It certainly represents a vast eamount of work,
and must be a tremendoys sstisfaction to you now
tnat it 1s finally 1n print.

We shall note it in the next issue of the Bulletin
ot the Maine Library Assoclation, snd hope that it
enjoys a constant demand

Thanx you very much tfor The Maine Author
Collection copy end for inscribinhg it tor us,

Sincerely yours

SRR ; In Charge of
Chm) o Maine Author Collection



	Maine State Library
	Maine State Documents
	October 2015

	Ida Sedgwick Proper Correspondence
	Ida Sedgwick Proper
	Mr. Taylor
	Marion Cobb Fuller
	Hilda McLeod Jacob
	Recommended Citation


	tmp.1444317485.pdf.qnqUc

