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CHRISTIAN, SHELDON

Jutland, Denmark, January 1, 1907 -
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February 17, 1936

Sheldon Christiap
Brunswick
Maine

Dear Mr. Christian:

We have noticed with pleasure your
poems in the recent anthology, MAINE AND
VERMONT POETS.

We find that we lack biographical
information concerning you. Would you e
be so kind as to send us a brief bio- o
graphical sketch? We would also like
to know what writings have been published.

Please accept our congratulations upon
your achievement, and our best wishes for
future success.

Very truly yours
Maine ;State Library

m Secretary
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gheldon Chrigtian

Laine 3treet, Brunswick, Kaine

B o R e L e ]

Biogrephical
Born Jenuary lst, 1907, in Jutland, Denmark, during a visitief f%

his parents abroad. Father, John Christian, partner Im firm of
Christian & Sweger, dealing in lumber and millwork, at 4028-4044
Germantown ive., Philadelphia, Pa. Failed in busgimess, however,
about 1909, and brought family to Somerville, Mass. Im 1914, father
died, leaving mother with gseven children, oldest being only 14. :
gheldon next to the youngest, aged 7. Brought up in Somerville, =
attending Somerville schools. At 14, went to work, and was em-
ployed as messenger in Atlas Shoe Company, aAtlantic Avenue, Boston;
es office boy, Ford Motor Company of Cambridge, liass.; &as messenger
and packer at Little, Brown & Company, publishers, al 34 Beacon
street, Boston, for two years; and as messenger and office boy at
Wise, Hobbs, & aAmmold, brokers, at 15 Congress Street, Boston,

~At 18, determined to return to school. Tutored privately and en-

tered high schoel af 18. Graduated, 192%. Bntered Tufts College
School of B#beral arts, 1927. Graduated with honors in Inglish,

193k Entered School of Religion at Tufts College, 1931, grad-
uated, 1933, Now settled at Brunswick, liaine. Wife ig Dr., Cora

E., Barden, osteopathic physician, whom he married on lay 6th, 1934,
Wife has practiced in Brunswick for almost ten years; graduate of
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Vaoggschugetts Collece of Oglecpatilyisslie., chrigbian's honors in
college: editor of college literary magazine, TiE TUFTONIAN, 1930~
19271, Jdited, and co-publisghed, with Lawrence Carra, then student
at Harvard and now doing graduate work in University Theatre at
Yale University, anthology, THIRTY YBARS OF TUFTS VIERSE, wWon
first prize in Goddard Prize Readings, open to entire college, two
successive years, the second year, winning in same week also, first
prize in Greenwood Prize Readings, open to students of the gchool
of Religion only. Had play publighed in play enthology (as below),
only student from a New Ingland college represented. Wom first
prize in college verse anthology also (see below). Aactive in drama
interests at college; made honorgry member of Poetry Society.

Literary

One-time co-Zmerican editor of the BBACON, published at Port-of-
Spain, Trimided, British West Indies. Gdider of TUFTONIAN, 1930-
1931, at Tufts College. Contributing editor to POLTIRY WORLD, 1932-
1934, TRdited THIRTY YEARS OF TUFTS VIRSE, as above, aqénthology.

calss ADELPHI (Iondo

POETRY publi

. lowing periodi s DU
WQRLD; T1LH BEACON (B.W.I,); UNITY (edited byJohm Heymesuiiolmcs);

POEIRY OF,JODAY, etc.

C4P AFD GOW': Fourth Series (1931); AMERICAN COLLIGE VERSE (won
first pPize; 107 students from 72 colleges competing) --(1932);
MODERN AMERICAN PQETRY: 1930; MAINTG AND VERMONT POETSe 1935,

POETRY in following anthologies: THIRTY YEARS OF TUFTS VERSE (19



UWIVLRSITY 0 E—ACT.QLAYS Eldridge Intert

"intilochus end Ilythia", one-act drama pﬁbliéhea in TUFTON
June, 1933, ' F

PLAYS -~ produced, not yet publighed:

"All the World's 4 Stage," a one-act Tarce, Twice produced at
Tufts Codlege.

"The Everlasting Presence," g one-act modern miracle-play. Pro-
duced in 1932 at the Congregatiomal Church, Gloucester, llass.

WIhe Birth in the Cave," Christmas episodic drama produced in the
First Universalist Church, Brungwick, Maine, 1939.

"The Passion of Jesus," modern passion-play, vltbouu Chrlstas Gn

stage, produced AprLl 5th, at First Universalist Church, Bruns-
wick, Maine, 1936,

PLAYS ~-- neither produced nor publighed: , f§x

'

e = i eSS, e
"Vigvantera," a drama in ome acts #
"Pontige", full=fength droma
1The Tower of the Seyen tofies " full-length drama; episocdic.
"George Washington," an eplsodlc drome-in 22 scenes; whitten for

Civic fheetre of gSomerville, liass., bul never produced,

"The Pcrﬁ“ﬁlt " s gemi-pantomime in three scenes, one act.
"Hyveryman, ibdernlzatlon of the ancient moralily-playe.

Vigcellaneous

duthor of upwarﬂq of a dogen illustrated leetures on the Drama and
the Theatz®#. Avtho r o¢ several published shért stories, latest of
“which appearcd in THE AIERICZN SHORT SHORT STORY, 1935 {#fThe ﬁ1elﬂ)‘
u*hor of numerous pub11~Ved homiletical 01ece:, in The Chllot
»  Ursll ohn Hgynes Holuwes, edluor), etc, Anther or 'ﬂwe”OMS

znpuh ighed , : varal texts. Le,u,
fnigs," cet ﬁ' mi : Ricl srufds Cod
yartﬂent of lusic of Beston, lI9& It
texts being set “v ] ion., rguthdfﬁ% numMerous
illugtrated 1ectures on “ellblu¢a and other tqpics,z%ﬁvxuﬂwng # The
Vigion of Dante Alighieri," "The Lives of the AoosHEEe." "St. Tra
cis of Assisi,"™ "The Life of St, Paul," "The Iubalyak of Omar
Kpayyam," etc,, ste.
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April 8, 1936

Dr. Sheldon Christian
141 Maine Street
Brunswick, Maine
Dear Dr. Christian:

Thank you for your kindness in
supplying us with a biographical
sketch and also a photograph. This
information is being filed for future
reference.

We do hope some day you will
collect your many poems and publish
them in one volume under your name;
and we also hope that we may be for-
tunate in having a copy for the Maine
Author Collection.

Your interest and assistance is
sincerely appreciated, and we trust
you will call at the library, should

you at any time be in Augusta.

Very truly yours
Maine State Library

m Secretary



April 30, 19837

Rev, Sheldon Christian
141 Maine Street
Brunswick, Maine

Dear Mr, Christian:

We have received the inscribed copy of
125 YEARS OF RELIGIOUS PIONEERING, which you
so kindly presented to the Maine Author
Collection,

We are especially pleased to add this
little ' book, with its vaeluable account of
the history of your church, to the collection.,
Please accept our thanks for your generosity,
and our congratulations upon such an attractive
and readable booklet, '

Very truly yours
MAINE STATE LIBRARY
BY

m SECRETARY



Mey 18, 1937

Rev, Sheldon Christian
141 Main Street
Brunswick, Maine

Dear Mr, Christian:

THE UNBEAUTLIFUL SPEAR has reached
the library. It seems superfluous for
us to attempt expression of our appreciation
in the usual words, This poem is so
simply, so strongly, written, and carries
as 1ts reproach the power of gentleness
and sympethy, that we feel our thanks
should be expressed in the same manner,

It is a poem which we are proud to
claim as the work of a Maine suthor, We
hope it will receive the circulation and
attention which it merits, Plesse accept
our congratulations upon writing a very
arresting denouncement of "the unbeautiful
spear,” ’

And please accept our sincere thanks
for this gift to the Maine Author Collection,
Sometime when you are in Augusta, we hope
you will call at the Library. We should
enjoy meeting the author of this work, and
we also would like to have it autographed,

We enclose three cents as a refund on

the postage which was necessary to mail the
booklet,

Very truly yours

MAINE STATE L1BRARY
BY

m SECRETARY
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December 22, 1948

Rev. Sheldon Christian
Brunswick
Maine
Dear Mr., Christian:

The copy of OUR LADY'S TUMBLER was received this
morning, and it 1s a lovely booklet, to view and to
read. We shall place it in the Maine Author Collection, ’
we believe, and we thank you for remembering us with a
copy.

Our warm holiday greetings to you.
Sincerely yours

In Charge of
hmj Maine Author Collection
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