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Accounting 
1. Debits/Credits 
2. Payments 
3. Settlements 
4. Daily 
5. By person 
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Debits/creditsspecial booksvarious ways of entriessimple notebooksPaymentsbarter of time and materials, supplieslaborcashSettlements and receipt of paymentper transactionover timedetailed, clear endDaily accounting (day book)By personrunning totals of interactions of a single individual or companyBothdaily accounting with list of customersinteresting for lists of interactionsgreat picture of the area



Food in 
1. Old terms 
2. Unexpected 

terms 
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Where is food coming from?wholesalers - advertisements of foreign and exotic fruits, price list of confectionsreceipts from surrounding areasUncommon termssaleratus = baking sodacassia = cinnamonUnexpected termsmarshmallow = developed by Egyptians



Food out 
1. Product 

subscriptions 
2. Individual 

purchasing 
3. Whaling 

voyages 
 

Photos from New Bedford Whaling Museum, Westport 
Historical Society and Mattapoisett Historical Society 

collections 
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Food being purchased for what?Purchasing and disbursementscorn subscriptionindividual purchasingoutfitting whaling voyagestwo-year voyagesrequesting additional supplies to continue



Potential Issues 
1. Previous books 
2. Missing or 

ripped pages 
3. Water staining 
4. Fading 
5. Insect damage 
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Single user or company using multiple books (continued)Many users using a single book (confusion or removed pages)Water staining or sun damage fades paper, inktechnology can help, various light sources, but not alwaysInsect damagemissing informationremaining document is fragile



Standards 

Photo from New Bedford Whaling Museum collections 

1. “Sundries” 
2. Non-specific 

amounts 
3. Spelling 
4. Names 
5. Dates 
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“Sundries” anything too small or insignificant to count or mention individuallyNon-specific amounts: box, barrel, chest, tub, sack, case. Amounts that do mean something: tierce = 42 liquid gals, bushel = 8 dry galsSpelling of words and namesDatesQuakers didn’t use pagan namesprior to 1752, 1st month was March



Penmanship 
1. Long “S” 
2. Numbers 
3. Superscript 
4. Script Photo from New Bedford Whaling Museum collections 
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Few states require learning cursive (MA does)Long “S”, certain rules, but most often seen when preceding another “S” in a wordFlourishes and curlicues in words and numbersSuperscript: words and abbreviationsnicknamesScriptlearning the script of each new authorcan suss out some based on other clues within the book



Additional uses 
❖ Who’s in the 

area 
❖ Interactions 
❖ What are they 

buying and 
using 

 

Photos from Westport Historical Society and New Bedford Whaling Museum collections 
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Better understanding of an area, who is where and interacting with whomGeneral storesmeeting place in addition hosting other servicesoften a general or country store, post office, ships’ chandler (coast), customs houseCory store - additional information confirms, copious amounts of documentation left2nd floor held “mall”-like shops; millinery, tailor3rd floor held sail loft, rigging store woom



Local information 
1. Genealogy 
2. Census 
3. Cemeteries 
4. Vital Records 
5. Directories 
 

1820 census 

P
ho

to
s 

fro
m

 fi
nd

ag
ra

ve
.c

om
 

Rochester Vital Records to 1850 

1850 census 

1845 New Bedford city directory 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Making connections with other sources, primary and secondaryfinding confirming information for locale where the books were kept as opposed to where they were foundTimothy Cliftongrave, census, vital records foundno information on occupation, no directory, census didn’t include that information until 1850Ambrose E. Luce1845 New Bedford city directory confirms location and occupationAlexander Corygrave, census (1850), vital records, directory all confirm location and occupation



Conclusions 
❖ Lines of 

Commerce 
❖ Area 

Information 
❖ Historical 

Connections Ph
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Accounting information, but also shows the lines of commerce - who had, who sold, who boughtArea information especially if you include other reference materials in the search or programConnections between people, places, uses. Finding relationships, creating their stories
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