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Network Formation Using Videophones among the Frail
Elderly Living at Home

Hiromichi Ezumi, Noriko Ocniar, Mikiko Opa
Shigeko Sarto, Minae Aco, Noriko Fukuma
Masashi KaNeETsuki, Setsuko Takanami and You NAKAO

Abstract

We have continued the trial of network formation among 14 frail
elder persons living at home by coordinator intervention using a
videophone for a period of one year. The purpose of this interven
tion is to support and improve functional independence of the
frail elderly living at home, and to widen their social network.
Analyzing the network formation process, we can categorized
these elderly into 3 groups: those using the videophone every-
day; those using the videophone once per week; and those using
the videophone once per month. We noted an improvement of
functional independence for these elderly and the active commu-
nication among them. The network by videophones appears to be
useful for the elderly in their self—supporting lifestyle.

Key words : frail elderly living at home, coordinator, videophone,
network formation, self—supporting lifestyle



