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The Study of Structure of Conversational Topic Changing:

Based on Data of theJapanese/Chinese who are in friendship

XU, Jiayao

The aim of this paper is to specify differences in the way of topic shifting by Chinese participants
with Japanese participants in the Japanese contact situation. The data consist of three 20-minute
spontaneous Japanese conversations recorded in Japan. The analysis focused upon topic shifting
patterns and topic shifting strategies.

The results show that about topic shifting patterns, I cannot see the topic shifting patterns as been

written. Chinese participants tend to make the topic change into the thing they always familiar to.



