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Landscape That Owns a Soul :
Nature Protection and Tourism Policies in England
Cotswolds as an Example

TAKAHASH]I, Yoshito + OKI, Sachiko

With respect to England, the well-known Japanese author Nozomu Hayashi once pointed out that
here it was possible to feel the soul of England’s landscape in a completely unknown country. This
statement is especially valid regarding Cotswolds. However, its landscape with a soul has not been in
existence since the very beginning. For about the last one hundred years, it has been taken care of,
developed and has stayed under protection. This movement is mainly carried out by the National
Trust or British Trust for Conservation Volunteers. Regarding Cotswolds, one can discern the best
example for nature protection as well as coexistence of nature and people.

During the 19th century, Cotswolds was left behind by the wave of the so-called Industrial
Revolution. This actually allowed the region to escape worrying environmental destruction. Around
the end of the 19th century, English people were able to rediscover Cotswolds, the long-forgotten soul
of a beautiful landscape.

Tourism also needs to contribute to the preservation of this beautiful landscape with its nature and
villages. The construction of modern stores is not allowed and it is not permitted to damage to the
landscape by littering. The will to preserve the old is very clear and this is — in our opinion — the big

difference between English and Japanese tourism policies.



