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Negative Influences of Native Language (Chinese) on

Chinese Learners’ Use of Japanese as a Foreign Language

YAN, Ling

With the deepening of relationships between China and Japan, millions of Chinese come to Japan

every year for the purposes of work, study and tourism. It is true that we can find striking similarities

between the two countries and peoples in some respects, but it is also true that we can see a number

of differences in other respects. And it is precisely from these differences that misunderstanding

between the Chinese and the Japanese often arise. In many cases, such factors as the two countries’

socio—cultural, ideological as well as linguistic differences seem to play a major role in the breakdown

of communication. This paper tries to identify the causes for misunderstanding by citing some

examples of Japanese expressions which are most frequently used, and often times mistakenly used,

by Chinese learners of Japanese as a foreign language.



