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Introduction 

 Need to increase foreign language education 

 Online education is being used; allows for 
flexibility  

 Department of  Defense: National Security and 
Professional Communication (Jackson & Malone, 
2009) 

 Modern Language Association (2011): Expansion 
of   undergraduate language training, 9/11/2001 

 The University System of  Georgia (2013): 
31institutions offer online courses; 110 Spanish 
courses 

 



Purpose of  Study 

 Students should have similar achievement levels 

in both the online and on-campus courses. 

 Research Questions Addressed: 

 Is there a difference between traditional and 

online course scores on the final oral exam? 

 Is there a difference between traditional and 

online course scores on the written final 

exam? 



Literature Review  

 Equivalency Theory:  Students in online courses can meet similar 

outcomes as the traditional classrooms (Lapsley, Knlik, Moody, & 

Arbaugh, 2008). 

 Business courses that show comparative outcomes (Weber & 

Lenon, 2007; Wagner, Garippo, & Lovass, 2011). Concerns of  

academic integrity in online courses (Wagner, et. Al, 2011).  

 Computerized Assisted Language Learning (CALL): 

 Used in multiple formats  

 Primarily used to improve and build on skills being taught in 

on-campus classes.   

 Total CALL classrooms are still fairly new 



Literature Continued 

 Research on CALL and foreign language: 

 Specific skill(s) taught in foreign language courses (reading 

comprehension, grammar, cultural knowledge, and oral 

proficiency) 

 Majority looked at hybrid or on-campus  

 Variety of  research styles and languages used 

 Gap in the literature 

 Appeared to be no studies that addressed student 

achievement on final exams between on-campus and 

online courses 



Description of  Course Layouts 

 SPAN 1001 and 1002 exist in on-campus and online formats 

 Online was developed from materials and teaching styles of  

the on-campus courses and include necessary technological 

solutions for things to function correctly. 

 Both types include sections on vocabulary, culture, grammar, 

writing, reading comprehension, and pronunciation. 

 Both types also include quizzes, exams, discussion posts, oral 

exams, lecture, reading comprehension practice, and 

workbook assignments.  



Description of  Course Layouts 

Continued  
 Both utilize course materials, quizzes, discussion posts, 

reading comprehension practices, and workbook assignments 

in online/digital formats.   

 The online courses perform electronic exams and audio 

recordings for oral exams, where as on-campus courses take 

in class paper and pencil style exams and complete oral exams 

in front of  the professor.  



Example of  Vocabulary 

Lesson: On-Campus 



Example of  Vocabulary 

Lesson: Online 



Example of  Culture/Reading 

Comprehension: On-Campus and Online  



Example of  Grammar 

Lesson: On-Campus  
 Students receive 

lecture and 

practices that 

are completes in 

class. The 

students 

complete an 

electronic quiz 

on the topic 

once the topic is 

covered and 

completed in 

class.  



Example of  Grammar 

Lesson: Online   
 Students would 

work through 
lecture materials 
and practices. 
They would also 
take an electronic 
quiz on the topic. 
The audio lecture 
allows students to 
listen to lecture in 
Spanish while 
reading through 
the notes provided 
in the second link 
of  the unit.  



Methodology  

 Quantitative, ex-post facto style study 

 Test scores were examined that had been previously given.  

 375 Spanish students from a two-year associate degree offering 

college 

 SPAN 1001: 141 on-campus; 127 online 

 SPAN 1002: 44 on-campus; 63 online 

 On-campus and online versions were taught  

 Six-semester period 

 Varied in age, sex, race, background in the language, and 

outside school responsibilities.  



Methodology Continued 

 Final oral exams and final written exams  

 Administered at end of  each semester 

  Similar questions; usage of   3:1 for randomization. 

 All scores were factored stored in electronic grade-books 

 All outlying scores of  0 for non-submission were eliminated 

 The data were placed into SPSS   

 Coded per type of  course and type of  exam (1 on-campus ; 

2 online) 

 Analyzed using two-independent samples t-tests 



Results of  Research Question A 



Results of  Research Question B  



Discussions from the Results  

 SPAN 1001 could reach similar levels of  achievement 

 SPAN 1002 could reach similar levels of  achievement 

on the final written exam but not on the final oral 

exam.  

 Unique in the fact that it addressed a gap in literature. 

 SPAN 1001 did support the concept of  equivalency 

theory, but  SPAN 1002 only supported the theory in 

on the written final exam.  



Limitations to the Study 

 Way students are tested: proctored vs. non-proctored 

exams 

 Course equalization of  students  

 The inability to randomize final oral exams questions 

online 

 Length of  time each course had to prepare for the exam 

 Students re-taking the course and in Learning 

Support/Remedial Courses (especially SPAN 1001) 



Implications based on the 

Results 

SPAN 1001 should remain in both 

class formats 

Examine the SPAN 1002 online course 

in the area of  the final oral exam, as it 

may be considered more/too difficult 

Address as many of  the limitations as 

possible 

 



Recommendations 

 Develop and launch higher level online courses(ex. SPAN 2001) 

 Provide more oral practice opportunities for SPAN 1002 online 

 Repeat the study in multiple formats: 

 Review more semesters/course sections 

 Using different texts and curriculum for the courses 

 Analyze similar data for higher level courses 

 Identify and eliminate scores for re-takers and Learning 

Support and/or second/third attempts 

 



Recommendations Continued 

 Address the limitations that can be addressed  

 May be impossible to make courses equal or change 

pre-exam study time 

 Develop ways to randomize oral exam questions 

online  

 All final written exams must be proctored 

 Present findings at a state conference 

 Present findings in publications such as journal articles 



What has been done since 

this research? 
 The consolidation of  the school has changed the curriculum 

and the text. Both SPAN 1001 and 1002 have been re-written 

and updated to accommodate the changes in the courses. 

 There are also new rubrics and criteria that the oral exams are 

graded on that came out of  the consolidation. 

 Desire to Learn Dropbox recordings have allowed us to create 

multiple random dropboxes that students are randomly 

assigned. Each dropbox group has specific questions that the 

students must answer. This has allowed some randomization 

of  the oral exams as students receive the questions once they 

click on the dropbox to record.  



What has been done 

continued  
 I am currently working on building more oral practice 

activities for the online SPAN 1002 course to be embedded 

into the course.  

 Many of  the activities and media for the online course have 

been re-coded to function in multiple electronic formats and 

accommodate the usage of  ipads, smartphones, tablets, and 

computers. 

 SPAN 2001 is in the pipeline to be created. It is hopeful that it 

will have a Spring 2016 launch date.  

 


	Georgia Southern University
	Digital Commons@Georgia Southern
	Oct 17th, 9:00 AM - 10:15 AM

	A Comparison of Student Achievement in the Second Language Acquisition of Spanish in Both Total Online and Traditional College Level Courses
	Vanessa P. F. Crump
	Recommended Citation


	A Comparison of Student Achievement in the Second Language Acquisition of Spanish in Both Total Online and Traditional College Level Courses

