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Summary
A Memorandum on Philosophers’ Return to the Cave
Masahito TAKAHASHI

In his Republic Plato says that after knowing the Form of the Good philosophers must return to
the cave to hold political office. Why must they do so although the philosophical life is much better
than the political life? If the requirement of returning to the cave is a just thing, as Plato insists,
does it mean Plato fails to show that justice is always in one’slbest interests?

In this paper I propose a solution to this problem by pointing out two things. First, the thought
that what is required is not a desirable thing is merely the assumption influenced by the debates
between Kantian ethics and Utilitarianism. Since justice must be loved because of its value, philoso-
phers are required to engage in politics, and also they wish to do so.

Second, Plato’s use of the cave simile is important for the solution to our problem. Since we can
infer that “know thyself” is one of the themes of the cave simile, we can also conclude that philoso-

phers can avoid the misunderstanding of themselves by returning to the cave.
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[* % %k NOTES * * *]

[1] UTF, Cofmxcovryssrail [BR] BEHEABELTOVZ 55 ATh,

[2] FREBREERIZETLDONLZVD, I THRVEDbH 2B, WHLBETL &V,

[3] ZTRIZoWTREZD [79 v [ER] BB 2EREROEMIZOWT] (HFRBESF (L
] 485, 1997464 A, pp. 189—197) %L,

[4]) Annas [1981], p. 268. HBZHLT7VFADEBEIIHAHERO—DORIFTS P OETRELEED
NB, KT MIBFEPECOMREEEIITAZELELVADPEEBTHLILLIE ST >
12 o THATREEFH TV AP 5 TH b, of. White [1979], pp. 189—196.

[5] Annas [1981], p. 269—270.

[6] Reeve [1988], p. 202.

[7] CZCOMFEHEFERIT7TTFATY PATH B,

[8] V—weMTwaEICEbRBERbHNE VA, B U=V, BEENFIET 2ER TR
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(9] Kraut [1993], p. 52.
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