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We know how we define
Information Literacy...

Image from Los Angeles Public Library photo collection www.lapl.org



Questions driving
our study

In what ways does disciplinary specialization
Influence how non-library faculty conceptualize
Information Literacy?




Intellectual influences

Elmborg, J. (2006). Critical information literacy:
Implications for instructional practice. The Journal
of Academic Librarianship, 32(2), 192-199.




Previous studies

Bury, S. (2011). Faculty attitudes, perceptions and
experiences of information literacy: A study
across multiple disciplines at York University,
Canada. Journal of Information Literacy,
5(1), 45-64




Previous phenomenological studies

Boon, S., Johnston, B., & Webber, S. (2007). A
phenomenographic study of English faculty's

conceptions of information literacy. Journal of
Documentation,63(2), 204-228.




Previous phenomenological studies

Boon, S., Johnston, B., & Webber, S. (2007). A
phenomenographic study of English faculty's

conceptions of information literacy. Journal of
Documentation,63(2), 204-228.

e 20 Interviews with English faculty.
e Interviews conducted in the United Kingdom.
e [nterviews limited to one discipline.



Previous phenomenological studies




Methodology

Phenomenology - A close examination of how subjects relate to and
discuss a particular object. Common in anthropology.

Phenomenological analysis of interview transcripts about non-library
faculty members’ conceptions of Information Literacy.



Features of our study

20 interviews (of 25 to 45 minutes each) of non-
library faculty members at two City University of
New York colleges.




Features of our study

Disciplinary sample from: Humanities, English and
Literature, Nursing, Biology, Math, Media-Studies,
Health Education, and vocational related
disciplines.



Number of interviews

Comprehensive College - 9
Community College - 11




Limitations

Limited sample size.

All Interviews at two Institutions.



Main Findings

The non-library faculty interviewed are more influenced by institutional,
curricular, and student-specific issues than by disciplinary background or
academic training.

Non-library faculty members’ conception of Information Literacy differs
primarily in how it is applied (i.e. contextually, textually, empirically).



Non-library faculty members’
conceptions of applied Info. Lit.

Contextual Theme

Empirical Theme



The Contextual
Theme



“It's not about the volume of information that
you have, it's about the ability to use the
resources, and to use the resources you have
to have context.

If you don’t have any context of what this
(information) is, how to read it, what it says,
what it tells you... giving them more, which is
what the Internet does, Is absolutely useless
pecause they have no abillity to classify i,
organize it, turn it into some sort of structure.”




“It's not that there’s too much information; it's
that the silos between different kinds of

Information

(Students) need to

nave merged...

know what the different

Informational silos in the world are. But they
need to be able to break those down and mix
those up when needed. They need to know
the hierarchy of information so well that they
can go beyond it.”












The Empirical
Theme



“This automatically takes me to scientific research... we
go and follow the scientific method, which is pretty
much before you do anything, you have to have a

reason to do research...

We didn’t do it because we are out of our minds and
have nothing else to do, because it's expensive, it takes
time, money and all kinds of resources... you have to be

very clear on your goal, objective, why you're doing it

and why is it important.”



“For nursing, thinking on their feet (is a major obstacle).
They go into a bedside: they notice this, they notice that.
How significant is that? Does that need to be reported
now? Can it be reported later? Or not noticing
something at all that should've been noticed: like the
patient’s breathing tube was migrating out of their
throat...”
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Questions driving
our study

How does academic disciplinary specialization
Influence how non-library faculty conceptualize
Information Literacy?




Main findings

The non-library faculty interviewed are more influenced by institutional,
curricular, and student specific issues than by disciplinary background or
academic training.

Non-library faculty members’ conception of Information Literacy differs
primarily in how it is applied (i.e. contextually, textually, empirically).



Which elements of Information Literacy
may be lost in translation?
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Questions?
comments?

Jonathan Cope
Jonathan.cope@csi.cuny.edu

Jesus Sanabria
Jesus.sanabria@bcc.cuny.edu

Background photo from Flickr user Stephan Morais
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